
TWO SENIOR DEMONS ARE ADDRESSING AN EMERGENCY MEETING OF DEMONS  
(IN OTHER WORDS, THE AUDIENCE)

FIRST DEMON
Fel low-demons , I have cal led you together 
because a very great emergency faces  us  a l l .

SECOND DEMON
The gates of hel l  are in a lock-down 
s i tuation, and we have a  code red securi ty 
a lert.

FIRST DEMON
Here’s the problem.  I ’m sorry to have to tel l  
you, and I detest having to say the word I’m 
about to use, but we have to face facts .  Up on 
earth, i t’s the Year of the - Bible.

SECOND DEMON
(recoi l ing in horror)

Bible. What a horrible word that i s .  

FIRST DEMON
And the worst of i t i s , there’s  going to be 
qui te a  lot of publ ici ty about this  ghastly 
book. We must brace ourselves .  Some 
people might even feel  tempted to read i t.

SECOND DEMON
(shuddering)

Hideous .  Enti rely the wrong sort of 
temptation.  

FIRST DEMON
And we’ve been doing so wel l , keeping the 
Book tucked safely away in severe black 
covers ... 

SECOND DEMON
With tiny print... in two columns... on fl imsy 
paper.  

FIRST DEMON
And in Olde Engl i she, which sounds  
wonderful l y forbidding.  ‘Thou shalt not’, and 
‘fi re and brimstone’, and so forth.  And 
gloomy sentences l ike, ‘The wages  of s in is  
death’.  
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SECOND DEMON
Not a very jol ly catch-phrase, i s  i t?  I mean, 
compared with a s logan l ike ‘Beanz Meanz
Heinz’.  The wages of s in is  death.

FIRST DEMON
Anyhow, thanks to our work, most people find 
the concept of ‘s in’ tota l ly meaningless . And 
they don’t l ike to think about death, ei ther.  
To them, the Bible is  a  big black book ful l  of 
battles  and begats .  And page after page of 
outdated rules .  

SECOND DEMON
It’s not a  book to read - i t’s a  fearsome object - 
an instrument of justice - the thing people 
swear on when they’re in a  court of l aw.  

FIRST DEMON
Quite  so, Number Two. Or at least, that’s how 
i t’s been in the past.  But now the publ i shers  
have started dress ing i t up in colourful
covers .

SECOND DEMON
Giving it a  ‘make-over’.

FIRST DEMON
Yuk - wi th bigger print.

SECOND DEMON
And nice i l lustrations .  And user-friendly 
notes .

FIRST DEMON
What a  revol ting phrase - ‘user-friendly’.  

SECOND DEMON
And footnotes that actual ly help people 
understand what they’re reading! 

FIRST DEMON
And hints  on Li fe Appl ication! Horri fying.  
Never mind. We must redouble our efforts .  
We can s ti l l  spread the highly effective 
notion that the Bible  i s  boring.

SECOND DEMON
Boring!  
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FIRST DEMON
And incomprehens ible.

SECOND DEMON
Incompa - em - yes , what he sa id...

FIRST DEMON
And most of a l l , i rrelevant.

SECOND DEMON
But hang on. ‘Irrelevant’? Wi l l  they real ly 
swal low that? When it’s the story of 
everything that has  ever been and ever wi l l  
be!  When i t chronicles  the creation of the 
universe, the fa l l  of man, and of angels  l ike 
ourselves into Hel l , and cataclysmic events  
l ike a  cruci fixion and a resurrection!

FIRST DEMON
Please!  Must you use obscene words l ike 
that?  Thi s  may be a cris i s , but there’s  no 
need for bad language.

SECOND DEMON
Sorry.  Got carried away...

FIRST DEMON
So, fel low demons , what are we to do?  

SECOND DEMON
(anxious)

Absolutely - what are we to do?

FIRST DEMON
You idiot!  Embark on a campaign of 
maximum distraction, of course, from this  
Year of the - wel l , you know what i t i s , I  don’t 
have to say that detestable word again.  And 
we must attack.  The Bible  i s  unrel iable...

SECOND DEMON
(s ings )

It a in’t necessari ly so - i t a in’t necessari ly so - 
the things  that you’re l iable, to read in the 
Bible, they a in’t necessari ly so. 

FIRST DEMON
Have you quite finished?  As  I was  saying, 
unrel iable.  Del iberately obscure.  And of 
course the Bible contradicts i tsel f.
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SECOND DEMON
No, i t doesn’t...

FIRST DEMON
I know that, you numskul l , but i t’s a  great 
propaganda l ine. Discredits the whole thing.  
What else can we say - i t’s lost in 
trans lation...

SECOND DEMON
It has  no meaning for the twenty-fi rs t 
century...

FIRST DEMON
And i t’s imposs ible to understand without a 
degree in theology. 

SECOND DEMON
And in a busy multimedia  world, who wants  
to read ancient scriptures from the dim and 
dis tant past?

FIRST DEMON
Al legedly the transcripts  of musty and mouldy 
old scrol l s , that nomads  a l legedly found in 
the Dead Sea?

SECOND DEMON
(trying a joke)

Where did the nomads find the scrol l s? In 
nomad’s  land! Get i t? Nomad’s  land!  
Sounds l ike no man’s land...

FIRST DEMON
(witheringly)

Wi l l  you please be quiet?  So we must a lways  
attack the veraci ty and authori ty of these 
wri tings .  You know a l l  the arguments . The so-
ca l led Epis tles  of Paul  weren’t actua l ly 
wri tten by Paul himself.

SECOND DEMON
And Genes i s  couldn’t poss ibly have been 
written by Moses.

FIRST DEMON
Even if he dictated i t... 
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SECOND DEMON
But how could he know that in the beginning, 
there was  darkness  over the deep?  No-one 
could see anything then, because God hadn’t 
yet sa id, Let there be l ight... 

FIRST DEMON
The workings  of your mind, such as  i t i s , never 
cease to astonish me.

SECOND DEMON
(takes  i t as  a  compl iment)

Why, thank you, Number one.

FIRST DEMON
Which brings me to perhaps  our most 
powerful and persuas ive argument of a l l .  
And one which is  a  re latively new weapon in 
our armoury. 

SECOND DEMON
Yes , er, qui te, er... which is , er?

FIRST DEMON
The God Delus ion.

SECOND DEMON
Ah, yes!  Thanks to our friend Richard 
Hawkins , or whatever his  name is ... 

FIRST DEMON
The very enterta ining idea that bel ief in God 
is  a  delus ion. 

SECOND DEMON
Er, but we bel ieve in God...

FIRST DEMON
Of course we do, you s i l ly demon. We know 
God as  a  terrible and awesome enemy on a  
dai ly bas i s . But cons ider how bri l l iant i t i s , 
to plant the idea among humans that fa i th i s  
a  delus ion. When of course i t’s the exact 
oppos ite of the truth!  Start with the concept 
that i t’s a  harmless  eccentrici ty, l ike bel ieving 
in fa iries . Then, develop i t into Chris tiani ty 
being not merely a  delus ion but a  mental  
i l lness!
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SECOND DEMON
Oh, yes . And i t causes war, too!

FIRST DEMON
Yes , that’s a  remarkably effective fiction.  
Fa i th causes  war! 

SECOND DEMON
I think you’re on to something here, Number 
One. Yes , so the campaign we should run i s  
thi s . Read the Bible  and you’l l  go mad!  

FIRST DEMON
You’l l  turn into a fundamenta l i s t and go 
round s tarting wars .  Wel l , fel low demons , I  
hope that has  given you some food for 
thought on how to attack this  repuls ive 
festiva l , The Year of the Bible. And now for 
the next i tem on the agenda.  The Middle 
East...
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