A Digest of the Responses from Methodist & United Churches to Three Missiological Questions

The following pages are a digest of the responses that were received to the three questions set by the Methodist Church in Britain for participants coming to the All Partner’s Consultation in London in June 2010. We are very grateful to all those who took time to make a response. In this brief summary it is only possible to give a flavour of the wealth of rich and stimulating material that has been received. 

The full document of all the responses is, however, available.

The responses to the three questions will be fed into our work together at the All Partner’s Consultation.

Mapping Biblical Themes onto the World Map (Question 1)

	Africa
	Meeting needs

Respect

Open to new challenges

Liberation

Voice for the voiceless

*Creation and re-creation

Peace

Preach, baptise, make disciples
	Matthew 25:31-46

Acts 15

Isaiah 43:16-20

Luke 4:16-21

Exodus 5:22 – 6:13

Revelation 21:5

John 14:1- 7; 25-27

Matthew 28:16-20
	Justice issues

*Incarnational missiology

The church’s mission

	The Americas
	Incarnation

*Reconciliation

*Redemption

*Creation and re-creation

*Joy and grief

From Everywhere to everywhere

Transformation

Meeting needs

Open to new challenges - flexible

*New birth

Justice

Preach, baptise make disciples
	John 1:14

2 Cor 5:19

2 Cor 5:13-21

Revelation 21:5

Ezra 3:10-13

John 20

Matthew 28:16-20

Luke 4:16-21/2 Peter 3: 11-13

Isa 43:16-20

Acts 15

John 3:1-5

Acts 1:8

Matthew 28:16-20
	*Incarnational missiology

Justice issues

The thrust of mission is from everywhere to everywhere.

The church’s mission

	Asia 
	Meeting needs

Preach, baptise make disciples

*Repentance

Incarnation


	Luke 4:16-21

Matthew 28:16-20

Mark 16:15

Luke 24:4

Acts 15
	Justice issues

*Incarnational missiology

The church’s mission

	Britain and Ireland
	Respect

From everywhere to everywhere

Preach baptise make disciples

Global family

Incarnation

*Love

*Friendship

Justice

*Hope

Equal partnership
	Acts 10:34; 1Peter 3:15

Acts 2

Matthew 28:16-20

Romans 12:12

Luke 24:4

Luke 19:1-10

1 Samuel 18:1-4, 20:17-end

John 3:1-5


	*Incarnational missiology

Partnership

Justice issues

The church’s mission

The thrust of mission is from everywhere to everywhere.



	Europe
	Meeting Needs

*Love

*Friendship

Incarnation

From everywhere to everywhere

Reconciliation


	Mark 10:46-52

2Cor 8:8 & 13

1 Samuel 18:1-4; 20: 17 – end; 

1 Kings 17:8-24

I Cor 11:1

John 20:21

Ephesians 2:14-15


	*Incarnational missiology

Justice issues

The thrust of mission is from everywhere to everywhere.




How is the Good News impacting on finance, politics and development where you are? (Question 2)

 “The Word of God, the Good News of the Kingdom, is therefore like soap that God has given to the Church to wash away impurities in politics, the economy and even in development.”.

This modern proverb is being enacted by protestant and evangelical Christians in the Dominican Republic who are gaining important positions in government, legislation and politics. They are keen to espouse the gospel values of truth, good will, honesty, responsible working and ethical use of money in the service of their country. The same is true in Uruguay, a secular country, where small churches are making their mark on issues of ethical values that are reflected at a national level. In Argentina and France, the church is teaching gospel ways of subsistence through micro enterprise and cooperatives. In both places the mission emphasis is on working with the poor and marginalised in society.

The voices of the poor and the marginalised in all sections of Colombian society are the voices of hope that God hears. They dream of a new heaven and a new earth and they possess the ability to bring about change through the Good News which is empowering and transforming their situation. The church recognises that God’s mission here is to construct an equal and just society where all may flourish.  Like wise it is the poor in Russia who in the midst of the recession are helping the church to revive its dependence on God, knowing that, “nothing is too wonderful for the Lord.” 

In India the church is keen to encourage Christians to hold to the values of honesty and accountability in all financial dealings in the midst of corruption which extends right into government and plays a part in ensuring that the poor remain poor. Unless there is a fair distribution of public revenue and justice in economic practices, the church in Benin reminds us that unless there is honesty there will be high level of frustration which can lead to social and political conflict.

The Gospel message calls for realism and actions which demonstrate the maturity of Christians in Benin. This small nation is increasingly overwhelmed by the dark horizons of a democracy that does not know what it needs.

The social context for the church in Hong Kong is very different from that of many of our partners. Here Christians are being challenged to live simply as Jesus’ disciples in order to defeat evil in the power of the cross and resurrection of Jesus. In a country where many are very wealthy the church shares God’s mission by being a life partner with the poor and strangers.

The work of development is not immune from corruption and abuse of resources, but several of our partners speak of the importance of the church’s involvement with development as part of God’s mission. The church in Benin reminds us that development in the 21st Century is concerned with the whole person and the world they inhabit. The Good News opposes all that demeans humans and makes them dependant on the charity of others. Development must be sustainable.

Sadly, in several parts of the world, including South Africa, the Good News is not impacting sufficiently on politics, finance and development, in spite of the efforts of many people. The church’s energy is devoted to survival in a place where resources are very limited. In Colombia the church seldom has an important word to say due to the duality of faith and politics and faith and society. Society’s values which are contrary to kingdom values are being introduced into church life. In this situation the Good News has little effect and sometimes legitimises unjust events.

In Britain the churches in different areas are committed to supporting the Credit Unions which enable the poor to access small amounts of capital without running into debt while the more well off are advocating ethical investment. A large number of churches are deeply committed to promoting fair-trade products which help producers here and overseas. In the recent General Election campaign many Christians asked questions of the politicians which were not just about their own pockets. In small but significant ways the Good news has an impact on the financial life of communities and the nation.

In a country where the generally held view is that religion and politics don’t mix, at a local level, in Newcastle, Street Pastors has been a significant way of engaging the Local Authority which has been very dubious about supporting faith based initiatives. Their support for and inclusion in the Street Pastors Project has been positive and is leading to other areas of inclusion like teenage disorder on Saturday afternoons, an award for the Police for the ways in which they have worked with the Street Pastors and the direct incorporation of the Project into the City’s alcohol strategy. The Women’s Federation has engaged deeply with the UN Millennium Goals, which are broadly gospel based and used them as lobbying material particularly during the election campaign.

In spite of the suspicion about faith based initiatives by many Local Authorities there is significant involvement of Christians in Local and National politics, where they seek to apply their Gospel values to the political work they do.

Significant pieces of community development work are carried out under the Methodist banner. In Belfast, the East Belfast Mission has a £22M project which is concerned with the re-generation of East Belfast, a particularly socially deprived area of the city. The project will provide housing, accommodation for the vulnerable, jobs in an area of high unemployment and a range of community based development projects, all working out of a bright, modern site which will provide a new focus for community life and worship in the Lower Newtownards Road. 

In England the MHA is providing groundbreaking care for those suffering from dementia. Many churches have projects working with the homeless and asylum seekers. 

In spite of the glimmers of hope flickering in different parts of the country, many churches struggle to recognise their social responsibility and the Good News is making little impact in a society where self-fulfilment, self-interest and self-congratulation are dominant.

Where do you expect your church to be in the next five to ten years? (Question 3)

What are the challenges facing our churches?

Methodist and United Churches from around the world raised the following as challenges:

· The growth and spread of Islam 

· The Persecution of Christians  

· Membership decline- ‘In some of our churches, the time of asking where we will be has already passed; and all that can be done now is to answer the question of where are we? Are there lessons to learn from how we got where are now?’
Should MC be ‘more concerned about the reign of God than it own survival’? 

‘I fear that the Methodist Church in Britain will be struggling as a separate denomination in 10 years time, and that it will have diminished at the current rate of membership decline.

‘Some local churches where there isn’t a desire to change or the energy to try new initiatives may not survive.’ 

Churches need to ‘set themselves a vision for the next 5-10 years, otherwise they will be so busy wondering why no-one comes to their church that they will have 'died' within that time frame’.  

·  ‘The challenge of Pentecostalism may decimate the “traditional” churches especially the young people who are the church of today and tomorrow.’ 

· Children & Youth - ‘Our Church is in a phase of much self-assessment, considering the generational change and the issue of youth and adolescence that challenge new methodologies.’ 
· Elitism - ‘The Church in the coming five to ten years is in danger of getting transformed into an elitist club.’  

· Limited Resources - ‘I pray and hope for a vibrant Methodist Church, with enough ministers to staff this vast country with its long distances. I pray for a church where there sufficient financial resources to enable the church to reach out to others in education, poverty relief and empowering people to become independent.’ 

The church needs to ‘renew its economy, buildings and stewardship by 95%’. 

· Reaching minorities- ‘I pray for a church where more indigenous groups are reached and become involved in the Methodist Church.’ 
‘But to me the Church in our context is moving towards a better society.  We live in the context surrounded by the tribal people (Santhals).  These tribal people live in the forest and today they have been displaced and they are looking for their home.  They want to get back to their roots.  The Church which is in solidarity with these tribal people and empowering them to regain their identity; in my context I see my church as a Transforming agent in the next five to ten years.’ 

What is our vision?

Methodist and United churches around the world expressed the following as their vision for their Churches as:

· A uniting,  joyful and prayerful church; a forgiving church; a spiritual church; a witnessing church; a transforming church 

· Renewal - ‘We are witnessing a new taste of Christianity and this will trend will persist in the next five to 10 years. ‘  
· Church growth – ‘It will be a growing church because it will benefit from the present focus on youth centres and Christian curriculum materials for Sunday schools.’ 


Double the church’s current membership. 

· Creativity - ‘It will be an exciting Church, a "user friendly" church with greater involvement by people of all ages.’ 

· Connexional - ‘This will lead us to understand that connexionality is not only internal within the Methodist Church, but a connexion with the whole world. “Connexionality motivates us to widen our horizons and minds, to look beyond ourselves and not only to unite as Methodist, but to be open to ecumenical relationships with the world church. Connexionality needs a continuous stimulus in order to make connections with other Christians, as well as people of other faiths and of none.’ 

‘This calls us to become loving and welcoming congregations with whom they can suffer.’ 

· Proclamation - ‘the Church, as the people of God, will continue its commitment in announcing the Kingdom of God and justice. We do it because we hope that there will be a new heaven and a new earth, where justice reigns.’


‘The church should recognize that bringing lost souls to Christ is important.’ 

‘In five to ten years' time the church should be truly "incarnational", with the Good News of Jesus properly "fleshed out" in the given culture.’ 

‘Methodism still has something to say to the broader Christian spectrum in the UK and it is important that we continue to resource Biblical preaching and Biblical lifestyles so that that voice can be both seen and heard.’ 

· Transformation - ‘What is needed is study, action, courage and much prayer in order to become a church that influences society.’ 


‘In my context I see my church as a Transforming agent in the next five to ten years.’ 

· Reflecting own culture - ‘For our context it will mean a Church that is more reflective of the Caribbean in its worship, particularly in the hymns that will be sung. It will at the same time be more "aware" of the rest of the world, singing hymns from the world church, and in its prayers reflective of global realities and concerns.’ 
· Rediscovering what it means to be a “movement” – ‘The movement which was early Methodism, with its emphases on personal and full salvation, social action and holiness, membership of a worldwide family, can continue, whether in “Methodist churches” as we have known them, or within broader ecumenical gatherings, or within Methodist churches as we have not known them in the past!’ 

 

· A Renewed Church - ‘Within the Church in our context there will be a confident yet humble, active yet contemplative network of disciples committed to one another in Christ, rooted in the Gospels, the Prophets and living tradition, in solidarity with all people who share a common, engaged, risk-bearing concern for the wellbeing of all life. These people will continually encourage one another to set aside lesser matters, personal securities, mores and ambitions, in order to be guided and formed by the perspectives of the most vulnerable people and the demands of this fragile era.’ 

· A home for migrants - ‘A well defined and confident Methodism could also provide a happy home for many of those who will be on the move. Migration in the 21st century isn't just about moving country; it's also about moving world.’

· Ecumenical - ‘I hope that the spirit of President’s address to the Church of England Synod early this year will have been realized.  I can foresee a church united in reconciled diversity with the Church of England (at last!) in which our Methodist emphases (e.g. of growing in holiness and promoting inclusivity, openness and trust) will be celebrated.  I believe it is still possible for the Church of England to fully recognise Methodist orders, and when that recognition comes there will be a huge release of ecumenical and missionary energy!  Our European context as the Methodist Church in Britain will play an increasing role in all this.’ 

· Sharing  resources – ‘Commitment to much more creative use of and sharing of resources, skills, experience, knowledge, culture, faith. ‘

‘Working in partnership internationally’
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