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an introduction from 
stephen poxon, secretary 
of the Methodist 
Missionary society

Last year’s report was written in huge
 anticipation of the All Partners’ 

Consultation that took place last summer. 
It was a very successful event and, as with 
all conferences that mean anything, it has 
resulted in a great deal of action. The APC 
itself subtly changed from a meeting to help 
the Methodist Church in Britain understand 
better its place in the world into a call for 
joint action from all Churches worldwide 
concerning matters of mission and evangelism. 
The tag line for the APC was “Re-imagining 
future mission together” and there was a real 
unity of vision and purpose as the four days 
unfolded.

There were immense contributions from 
all around the world; speakers telling their 
stories from backgrounds of wealth and 
poverty, growth and decline, joys and sorrows; 
but all linked by a common desire to be in 
relationship with the living God and to join 
in where God needs us all to be. The final 
statement, which was addressed to the British 
Conference but also voluntarily adopted by 
all the Partner Churches present, spoke of the 
need for us all to respond in mission in three 
main ways. There was a mutual need to enrich 
church-to-church relationships, to engage 
more in people-to-people exchange, and to use 
our collective financial resources better. The 
Methodist Conference in Portsmouth picked up 
on these issues and a working party was set 
up that will report in 2012 as to how these 
ideas will affect MCB’s vision and practice 
concerning world mission in this century. 

Exciting times are ahead!
Having said that, there is plenty of 

inspirational activity happening in the present. 
I have just been in Sierra Leone with a group 
from the Lancashire District to see firsthand 
what can be achieved by people from different 
continents working alongside each other, with 
different skills and experiences being offered 
to each other, with mutual learning taking 
place and a deepening awareness of all that 
God can do in people’s lives. The mystery 
to many of us involved with World Church 
matters is why more people are not! MCB talks 
much about discipleship at the moment, and 
rightly so. But followers of Jesus live out their 
discipleship by expressing it in mission and 
service. Our Partner Churches are continually 
asking us for personnel from MCB who can be 
alongside them as mission partners for short 
periods of time. As you read this, maybe God 
is jogging you into action too, to express your 
discipleship by serving the World Church as 
well as your home church.

Any words from me should include “thank 
you.” The giving to the World Mission Fund – 
all voluntary donations – remains healthy in 
spite of the difficult financial times. Please 
look at the figures on pages 10-11. The level 
of your giving means that MCB can still 
confidently send new mission partners where 
our Partner Churches ask us. MCB is still able 
to respond financially when Partner Churches 
experience unexpected hardship or disaster. 
MCB can still help its 
partners to increase 
skill levels by funding 
leadership training. 
In partnership we 
see ourselves as 
“companions on the 
road.”

Stephen Poxon
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A few days before the 2010 Conference,
 mission partners from all over the world 

gathered in London for the all partners 
consultation – part of the Methodist Church 
in Britain’s celebration of the centenary of 
the 1910 Edinburgh mission conference. Two 
hundred men and women from sixty countries 
were invited. 

“The vision for the All Partners Consultation 
was to set the British Church a reinvigorated 
expectation of engagement for the world that 
was different from the original vision of the 
eighteenth century missionary endeavours,” 
said Christine Elliott, Secretary for External 
Relationships.

“Our request to our partners reflected in 
the phrase ‘Come over to help us!’ became 
‘How can we help each other in mission?’ 
in a worldwide context: interdependent, 
mutually challenging and mutually supportive.  
Fellowship, partnership, relationship.”

The Revd George Mulrain (president of the 
Methodist Church of the Caribbean & the 
Americas) acted as rapporteur throughout 
the consultation, giving summaries of each 
day’s events. Keynote speakers included dr 
daleep Mukarji, who spoke on the topic ‘A 
Wider World Perspective’ and the Revd Stephen 
Poxon (secretary of the Methodist Missionary 
Society), who gave a historic background to 
the role of mission work within Methodism.

Two unexpected major breakthroughs 
came in the form of joint statements from 
two regions. The first was from the council 
of latin american & caribbean Methodist 
churches, read out to delegates by their 
president, Bishop Moises Valderrama. The 
second came from leaders from the Indian sub-
continent: the church of south india, church

 

of north india, church of pakistan, church 
of Bangladesh and the Methodist church of 
sri lanka – all represented by Bishop Kumar, 
moderator of the Church of South India.

“The Consultation has certainly inspired 
thinking as have some excellent papers on 
‘Transformation as an Agenda for Mission’ and 
‘Eco-mission priorities’,” said Steve Pearce, 
World Church partnerships coordinator for 
Asia and the Pacific. “I am sure that what our 
partners had to say and the creative thinking 
we did together will lead to significant 
transformation in the way our partnerships are 
expressed.”

“all partners, 
one Mission”
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“Our request to our partners 
reflected in the phrase ‘Come over 
to help us!’ became ‘How can we 
help each other in mission?’ 

Dr Daleep MukarjiRevd George Mulrain



4

During February, a busload of young Chilean 
Methodists spent a fortnight travelling the 

entire length of Chile.  The Revd Joanne Cox, 
Evangelism in Contemporary Culture Officer for 
the Methodist Church in Britain, was invited to 
accompany the young people on the 4,000-
mile journey. 
TURevolucio was the name of the project. 

“The young people’s plan was to travel the 
country, embarking on evangelistic work 
in major cities as we travelled,” Joanne 
explains. “I went to help support the young 
people in their risky national evangelistic 
strategy, and to offer the church some training 
in evangelism and contemporary cultural 
engagement.

“Evangelism included offering a children’s 
programme for two days in each city we 
stopped in.  It also included the distribution 
of thousands of balloons as we marched, sang 
and samba’d our way through the city streets.  
It included outdoor concerts and prayer 
meetings; door-to-door conversations and 
leaflet dropping; visits to old people’s homes, 
and a new strategy to me: graffitiing cars and 
praying with passengers at red traffic lights!” 

For the young people, the tour was a 
chance to discover new gifts and talents. Jo’s 
companions included a teenager who, after 13 
days, finally plucked up the courage to talk to 
a stranger on the street, and a young woman 
who later said that she was finally up for 
accepting her call to the pastorate, now that 
she had discovered that being a pastor meant 
that you could be young, passionate, fun and 
committed to engaging with people.

young Methodists 
spearhead evangelism 
programme in chile
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“the tour was a chance to discover 
new gifts and talents.”
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The outpouring of support extended by 
Methodists throughout the world to the 

people of Haiti following last year’s earthquake 
has been overwhelming. Churches on the small 
islands of the Caribbean, churches in countries 
such as Chile where there was damage by an 
earthquake, and people from all over the world 
have responded in solidarity with the people 
of Haiti.

In February, the Methodist Church in Haiti’s 
District President, the Revd Gesner Paul, and 
Secretary Marco Depestre, visited the Methodist 
Church in Britain and Ireland. They spoke 
movingly with dignity and grace, focusing 
not on the suffering of the people of Haiti 
but on how much had been achieved with the 
solidarity they had received from members of 
the Methodist Church in Britain.

Combined offerings of support to the 
Methodist Church’s World Mission Fund and 
Methodist Relief and Development Fund have 
totalled over £950,000. From the nearly half a 
million pounds received by the World Mission 
Fund only £85,000 remains to be allocated, 
awaiting the decision of the Methodist Church 
in Haiti to prioritise its use.

Schools and clinics are being rebuilt, young 
people are being educated, and communities 
are being helped to empower women and girls 
to determine their future. The elderly and the 
orphaned left without support are being cared 
for with dignity and compassion. New College 
Bird, which was completely destroyed by the 
earthquake, resumed education within months; 
the foundations of a new building have been 
laid and rebuilding has started.

A lot of work has gone into the 
reconstruction of lives and the Church’s 
mission in the worst affected areas. So much 

has already been achieved, especially in 
communities where people returned to after 
their homes in the capital had been destroyed. 

 The Revd Tom Quenet, partnership 
coordinator for Latin America & the Caribbean, 
said recently, “Working with the people and 
leaders of the Methodist Church in Haiti, 
through contributions to the World Mission 
Fund, we are helping to rebuild not only what 
was destroyed, but building back better, for the 
people of Haiti and the glory of God.”

“Building back better”  
a way ahead for haiti

World Mission Fund Report 2011
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“We have a duty to help the 
marginalised,” says Deaconess  
Alessandra Trotta, President of the 
Methodist Church in Italy.  
As migration becomes a big issue 
in Italy, Italian Methodists have 
stepped forward with a number of 
social action projects – both aimed 
at helping migrants settle in to 
their new home country, and to 
rescue women from the sex trade.

With help from the Methodist Church in 
Britain (and from Methodist churches in 

the countries most of Italy’s migrants hail from), 
Italian Methodists are offering new arrivals 
to their country a spiritual home, as well as 
shelter, language instruction, legal assistance, 
job networking, and other kinds of material 
assistance. 

 “We asked churches overseas to us send 
pastors who could support our idea of creating 
a different sort of congregation,” Alessandra 
says. “We’ve had a minister serving in the central 
and northern part of Italy. Last year we thought 
the moment had come to start similar work in 
Rome, where there are a lot of English-speaking 
migrants, especially from African countries. This 
work has started with a new pastor. It’s street 
work; the pastor meets with people wherever 
they are, and the idea is that he helps them in 
their difficulties and in their integration into 
Italian society. If they are from a Protestant 
background – particularly a Methodist or a 
Presbyterian one – he lets them know that there 
are Protestant congregations in Rome they can 
go to.”

In Palermo, Sicily, the Methodist Church has 
set up a supportive network for women who have 
been trafficked into the country as sex workers. 
Italy has been named one of the most important 
European destinations for sex trafficking victims, 
especially women from Nigeria; it’s estimated 
that 10,000 Nigerian women have been trafficked 
into Italy to work as prostitutes. “There is a big 
business in this field,” says Alessandra. “And so 
our social ministry tries to help these women 
get out of prostitution.”  The early stages of this 
project were supported by National in Mission 
Appointments from the Methodist Church in 
Britain.

The Church’s social action work has had one 
positive side effect: some of Italy’s Methodist 
congregations (such as Alessandra’s old church 
in Sicily) are now a lot more cosmopolitan as a 
result of it. Alessandra is pleased that the Church 
is leading the way in showing the rest of Italian 
society that different cultures can live together 
harmoniously. 

 “This was a calling we received from God,” 
she says, “to make the Church a little laboratory 
whereby we could show the rest of society that it 
is possible for people of different backgrounds to 
stay together, reflect together, pray together, live 
together and change together.”

World Mission Fund Report 2011

sanctuary for  
the marginalised
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Kausar Hanif was at her wits’ end when she 
turned up at the Women’s Development 

& Service Society’s (WDSS) rehab centre in 
Youhanabad six years ago.  She was forty years 
old and had four daughters, and had suffered 
terrible abuse throughout her marriage because 
of them. “My husband desired to have only 
sons,” she said. “Each time I gave birth to a 
baby girl, he beat me and mentally tortured 
me.” Kausar‘s parents had been willing to help 
with the girls’ upbringing, but could not afford 
to do so any longer.

Situations like this are the focus of the 
mission of the Church of Pakistan. Minorities 
such as Christians and Hindus are vulnerable 
in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, especially 
after recent assassinations and given the way 
the blasphemy laws are often abused. However, 
committed work such as that undertaken with 
girls and women in the Diocese of Raiwind is 
widely appreciated, and church schools are 
popular.

WDSS was able to help Kausar by covering 
the costs of sending two of her daughters to 
a church school with hostel accommodation. 
One is now training to be a nurse and the 

other has a degree – two lives transformed by 
the dedication of the Church of Pakistan to 
its mission and by the support of the World 
Mission Fund. 

During 2011, World Mission Fund support 
has focused on programmes such as midwifery 
training for vulnerable young women, and 
developing ‘Earning Hands’ – an income-
generation project which uses the skills learned 
by women on WDSS courses to make and sell 
school and work uniforms. The aim of ‘Earning 
Hands’ is to provide long-term sustainability 
for WDSS. Currently all WDSS projects receive 
support from overseas partners, as well as 
from the Diocese of Raiwind and its own local 
fundraising through donations and sales of 
work.

Alice Garrick (who was herself formerly 
supported by the WMF Nationals in Mission 
Appointment programme) is now the director 
of WDSS. Alice is passionate about the way 
new skills help women escape from desperate 
situations or from a life on the streets. 
“Seventy-five percent of our former midwifery 
trainees are now supporting their families 
honourably,” she says. “Most of them go on 
to gain employment in hospitals and medical 
clinics.

“We are thankful to all co-partners and 
friends who support WDSS financially and help 
us to continue our struggle towards social 
harmony and enable us to bring a change.”

supporting Mission  
in pakistan

World Mission Fund Report 2011
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The Village Savings and Loans Association 
(VSLA) scheme is an initiative of the 

Methodist Church Uganda, under its poverty 
alleviation programme. 

A VSLA forms voluntarily from a group 
of 25-30 self-selected members. These 
members determine interest rates and draw 
up a constitution that governs the VSLA’s 
operations. Members meet once a week to save 
money, which they loan out to themselves 
according to the needs of individuals or 
groups on a first-come-first-served basis. For 
someone to qualify for a loan, he or she has 
to be seconded by two members acting as 
guarantors. At the end of the saving cycle, 
members come together to share all their 
savings plus the interest made during the 
cycle. This scheme has improved the quality of 
life of participants; there is a growing culture 
of saving within the community and more 
businesses are being set up by individuals and 
groups. 

The first village bank was established at 
Iganga Central Methodist Church in 2008. 

Since then, village banks have spread to 
other mission areas. The World Mission Fund 
has been supporting the post of co-ordinator 
to the poverty alleviation programme since 
2008 via a Nationals in Mission Appointment. 
The NMA post holder, Mrs Esther Ashmwe 
Betongyeza, assists members with registering 
their VSLAs with local government. She also 
networks with non-governmental stakeholders 
on their behalf, monitors programmes’ 
activities, and lobbies for government services 
at grassroots level.

Participants of VSLAs experience numerous 
benefits. Low income earners are able to save 
and obtain loans without the bureaucratic 
hassle they would get from other financial 
institutions. Collective purchases of goods 
have driven prices down and increased retail 
opportunities.  Members have acquired assets 
such as plots of land for growing vegetables, 
motorcycles for business purposes, equipment 
for catering services and sewing machines for 
tailoring. 

The VSLA scheme is proof that sharing the 
love of Jesus in practical ways can transform 
lives.

a little goes a long  
way in uganda…
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Your support for Mission

  2009-10 2008-9

  £000 £000

income

Donations from churches and individuals  3,038  2,625 

MMS Ireland  177  135 

Charitable Trusts - William Leech  640  733 

Legacies  649  440 

Investment Income  429  690 

Other Income  18  37 

total income  4,951  4,660 

expenditure  7,361  4,815 

Drawdown of Reserves (2,410) (155)

Reassessment of Commitments 2,328 4,954

Revaluation of Investments 550 (21)

Balance at year end 11,830 11,362

In 2009-10 the areas of expenditure were:

  £000

Mission Partners       3,967

Grants / Projects      2,420

Scholarship Programme (SALT)      165

World Church In Britain Partnership      69

Mission Studies (SOCMS)      127

Relationships Staff & Administration1      613

  7,361

Income and Expenditure for the year ending 31 August 2010

note
1.  The Conference decided in 

2009 that a charge of 9% 
would be taken from WMF 
income to cover the costs 
of administration and that 
a further supplement of 
6% should be charged to 
support the staff work 
necessary to ensure the 
relationship with Partner 
Churches can be properly 
nourished. This will apply 
until the Conference sets 
different levels.

World Mission Fund Report 2011
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 Mission Partners 

 Grants / Projects

 Scholarship Programme (SALT)

 World Church In Britain Partnership

 Mission Studies (SOCMS)

 Relationships Staff & Administration

World Mission Fund
2009/2010 Expenditure
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The income figures for 2009/2010 are very 
encouraging. The economic difficulties of the 

country have been well documented. Therefore, it is 
very encouraging to note that the gradual decline 
in voluntary giving over the previous two years 
has been reversed; a £400k increase year on year 
demonstrates just how committed Methodist people 
are, even in difficult times. Moreover, the increase  
is matched by MMS Ireland’s contributions. So a  
big “thank you” goes to all those who have a  
heart for world mission and who have given so 
generously.

The expenditure figures are much higher than last 
year, mainly due to the fact that funds now have 
to be committed up front for the whole period of a 
mission partner’s service overseas, covering a period 
of two or three years. In spite of this, the year-end 
balance actually shows a small increase, which is 
reassuring.

Money is just one outcome of the Methodist 
people’s heart for mission around the world, but an 
important one nonetheless. It enables the Methodist 
Church in Britain (MCB) to respond as a friend and 
partner to the needs of many Churches worldwide.

hope in hard times – what the figures mean for world mission

Comparative Income, 

World Mission Fund

2008/2009 and 2009/2010

 2008/2009

 2009/2010

in
co

M
e 

£0
00

Donations  
from churches 
and individuals

MMS Ireland Charitable 
Trusts

Legacies Investments 
Income

Other 
Income

3,500

3,000

2,500

2,000

1,500

1,000

500

0
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I would like:

  further information about the activities of 
the Mission in Britain Fund/World Mission Fund 
(delete if applicable)

  information about serving overseas

  information about leaving a gift in my will 
to one of the funds

  to send a cheque to support the work of one 
of the funds (please make it out to the relevant 
fund eg ‘World Mission Fund’). Gifts can also be 
made through the appropriate circuit treasurer 
who has facilities for banking them locally.

Amount enclosed:  £  ............................................

Increase your donation with Gift Aid

  Please tick if you would like us to reclaim 
the tax that you have paid on your donation, at 
no extra cost to you. You must pay an amount 
of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least 
equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on 
your donations in the appropriate year.

Date: ........................................................................   

Ref No (for Office Use):  .........................................  

Standing Order Mandate
I would like to make the following gift(s) every 
month to:

MISSION IN BRITAIN FUND £ ...............................

WORLD MISSION FUND £ ...............................  

METHODIST CHURCH FUND £ ...............................

 TOTAL £ ...............................

Starting on          and 
continuing until I give written notice.

This is in addition to 
 

 or replaces 
 

 any 
existing standing order in favour of the fund(s) 
indicated.

Signature: .................................................................
Date:  ........................................................................
Name(s) of account holder:  ...................................
...................................................................................  
Sort code:  ..................................................................
Account No:  ...............................................................
......................................................................................  
To: The Manager  ........................................................
Bank/Building Society  .............................................
......................................................................................  
Address  .......................................................................
......................................................................................  
......................................................................................  
Postcode .....................................................................

The Methodist Church Funds – Tax Recovery, 
Acct no. 80950599  HSBC (Sort code 40-02-06)

Your support for Mission

Title  .............................   Name  ........................................................................................................................

Address  .............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode  ...........................   Tel  ......................................................................................................................

Return this form to: Fundraising Coordinator, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR
Return this form to: Fundraising Coordinator, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR

The Methodist Church keeps names and addresses of its supporters in electronic form for purposes of keeping them up to date with the work and 
needs of the Church. Please tick here    if you would prefer not to be contacted by the Methodist Church. 

Your information will not be disclosed to any other organisation and will only be used by the Methodist Church.

World Mission Fund Report 2011
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