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Michael King, leader of 
World Church Relationships, 

has presided over a busy and 
challenging year for the World 

Church Team but, as the 
following pages will show, the 

Church’s mission continues 
to evolve and flourish.

Welcome to the Methodist Missionary Society (MMS) 

Annual Report 2009

The report features the work that British and 
Irish Methodists do throughout the world. 
It recognises that work in these islands is 

inextricably linked with the rest of the world. If every 
member of the Methodist Church is a member of MMS, 
this inevitably shapes our understanding of ourselves 
as Methodists in a world context.

The Fund for World Mission (FWM) income figures 
for 2007/08 show a small decrease in giving. This 
was at a time when the British economy began to slide 
into recession and yet the figures still reflect sacrificial 
giving by so many in the Church. Many people continue 
to support the work of World Mission despite the 
difficulties that such adverse financial circumstances 
might bring, while the efforts of Women’s Network, 
notably with the Easter Offering, must also be 
highlighted. On behalf of our Partner Churches 
around the world, thank you. At a difficult time of 
reorganisation, the efforts of staff in the Connexional 
Team, notably the World Church Relationships Office 
and Selly Oak Centre for Mission Studies, should also 
be recognised. 

Within this continuing generosity of giving by 
churches and individuals, there is a growing trend for 
individuals, local churches and circuits to give cash 
for specific projects. This is nothing new but at a time 
when the Connexional Team has less staff to handle 
such specific donations, it would seem an appropriate 
moment to look at some important issues that this 
raises.

The Methodist Church in Britain (MCB) helps Partner 
Churches in many ways – through personnel exchange, 
grants, scholarships for future leaders, nationals in 
mission appointments – indigenous staff paid for by 
the Methodist Church. These are all funded through 
undesignated giving to FWM. It is understandable 
that local churches in the UK want to give in a more 

Encouraged and Confident
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We are living in unprecedented times, 
most economists say. The world’s 

financial systems appear to be out of 
control. People are clearly worried – about 
job security, their savings and pensions, 
how they are going to pay massively 
escalating heating bills or, crucially, their 
mortgage or rent. Increased immigration 
and the influx of refugees from developing 
countries and migration across Europe is 
at an all time high as people desperately 
try to seek out a living.

So, in a way, there has never been a 
better time for mission, both at home and 
further afield – to bring the good news of 
Jesus Christ to a sick and needy world. 

The old adage says there are no 
atheists on a sinking ship, meaning that 
in desperate times people turn to God. 
Many people’s journey of faith started 
with a small prayer to a god they weren’t 
sure existed. 

Yet what is happening around us, the 
conditions that are awakening people to 
the gospel, are precisely the same ones 
that can make it more difficult to spread 

the message of Christ. Many charities 
are reporting large drops in donated 
income. Nevertheless, the Bible tells us 
that King David recognised that his giving 
had to be costly (2 Samuel 24:24). Jesus 
taught that it wasn’t the amount but the 
personal cost of the gift that mattered 
(Mark 12:43). In the end, Jesus gave 
everything for us on the Cross. 

As Methodists, we are committed to 
mission. Every member of the Church is 
a member of the Methodist Missionary 
Society and yes, in these difficult times, 
our giving is going to become costly to 
us – sacrificial in some cases. We don’t 
need reminding that on this earth, God 
has no hands but ours, no ears but ours, 
no mouth but ours. 

Can we afford not to give to the work 
of mission, one of the main reasons for 
our very existence as a Church?

Turning a new page in the story 

If you have half an ear for what the world 
around us is saying about economic 
downturns and credit crunches, you 

Costly Giving?

personal way and there can be a tendency 
to choose certain projects that have a 
popular appeal; perhaps neglecting ‘less 
fashionable’ causes and countries. Often, 
these are the ones where our partners 
are desperately requesting help. So, if 
you are considering specific projects, 
please ask our experienced World Church 
Relationships staff. They will be happy to 
advise you about how you can support 
the priorities of the leaders in our Partner 
Churches. 

In the Methodist Church we are all 
partners in God’s mission. Taken in the 
widest context, this report is encouraging 
at a time when there is so much 
discouraging news around us. May we 
individually and collectively continue to 
listen with confidence to God and to each 
other as we acknowledge world-wide the 
privilege of being partners in sharing the 
good news.

Michael King
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World Church 
reaches out 
to Honduran 
community
By Dina Lazarus 

There are few parts of the world 
where the compassionate arms of 

the Methodist Church do not reach.
Tegucigalpa, the capital city of the 

Central American state of Honduras, 
is no exception. Here, volunteers 
from the United Methodist Church 
have lovingly built a church in the 
ramshackle district of Fuerzas Unidas, 
which lies on the edge of this primarily 
Spanish-speaking city.

In February, Fuerzas Unidas’s 
8,000-strong community of mainly 
women and children, led by an 
inspirational pastor, Sandra Carcano, 
was paid a visit by the Revd Tom 
Quenet, partnership coordinator for 
World Church Relationships from the 
British Methodist Church.

won’t be surprised to see that individual 
giving to the Fund for World Mission has 
decreased. However, this was by only 
7%, at a time when the British economy 
was beginning to suffer as part of a 
worldwide recession. The UK’s FTSE100 
share index, for example, suffered its 
biggest ever drop in one year. Although it 
had been climbing steadily for a number 
of years, from October 2007 the index 
began to slide inexorably. During this 
connexional year alone (1 September 
2007 to 31 August 2008) the value 
of the index dropped 679 points, and 
the value of shares is something that 
directly affects pensions. Levels of 
unemployment began to climb again. 
Interest rates plummeted. Yet despite the 
difficulties that this undoubtedly caused 
for many, our members have continued 
to give.  

Could it be that God is underlining 
for us, once again, the importance of 
mission at this time? Please prayerfully 
and carefully consider what you will 
give to mission this year – a year which 
might well be a new page in the story of 
Methodist mission.

So thank you for being so open to 
God’s prompting. Thank you for being 
so generous in your giving. Thank you 
for recognising that, no matter how 
bad things might seem here, the plight 
of those we are helping our Partner 
Churches to support is far worse. Above 
all, thank you for your faithfulness in 
expressing your heart for mission. We 
hope that the stories featured here will 
encourage you even more. 

David Bennett
Fundraising Coordinator
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The Church works closely with the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
(GBGM) who fund mission volunteers in 
the area. At times, though, the presence 
of a friendly face, a prayer or two, some 
well considered advice and a big dose of 
love can be almost as important as hard 
cash. 

As Tom puts it, “Sometimes a visit 
has much more value than sending 
money. It says to a Partner Church, ‘We 
are interested in what you are doing 
and want to come and share it with 
you’. This church has not asked for any 
money, but has asked for our prayers, 
concern and continued interest. It 
may lead to us sending money for the 
work, but for the time being, our love, 
expressed in being with them, is very 
significant and says much more than 
money.”

Tom was deeply impressed that, in 
this poverty-stricken community, where 

there is no running water and where the 
dilapidated homes are reminiscent of 
‘small square bird cages’, there was a 
thriving Methodist church. 

Not only that, but medical volunteers 
had established a clinic within the church 
to provide a GP service and dentistry to 
the local people. 

There is also a small nursery where 
mothers bring their young offspring, many 
of whose fathers have sadly abandoned 
them. A sanctuary exists where women 
– young and old – gather together to 
pray, share stories and offer each other 
comfort.

Tom says, “I listened, and tried to 
understand how this church is engaging 
in mission. That I had heard their call 
to come over and see was very much 
appreciated. Now I can understand first- 
hand that what they are doing is on the 
frontline of mission. They are very happy 
that someone from the place where 
Methodism was born has taken the 
trouble to come and see them.” 
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Mission helps to tackle Sri Lankan food crisis

It doesn’t matter how challenging or 
precarious the situation, the Methodist 

Church never shies away from carrying 
out its mission to lend a hand to those in 
need.

Nowhere is this more true than in Sri 
Lanka, where a long and violent civil war 
has displaced 250,000 people, leaving 
them hungry and homeless. So, in a 
small village, in the east of this beautiful 
country, money given by the Fund for 
World Mission has helped the Sri Lankan 
Methodist Church set up a much-needed 
feeding centre. 

Even with an apparent end to the 
26-year-long hostilities between the 
government and the Tamil Tigers, the 
failure of crops, floods and the long-term 
need for food in the holding camps means 
that the centre’s work is now more vital 
than ever.

After all, there are still scores of hungry 
mouths to feed. They include refugees 
like this young mum and her two-year-old 
daughter (pictured outside the bullet-
ridden church where the feeding centre is 
housed) who was born in a refugee camp.

She and her husband, who scrapes a 
precarious living collecting firewood in an 
area which is strewn with land mines, are 
among 50 families whom the centre is 
supporting.

One of the British Methodist Church’s 
mission partners in the area says, “Those 
running the centre hope to ensure that 
babies like this little girl will survive the 
first year of resettlement. Each community 
is starting from scratch yet again, drawing 
on strength beyond uncertainty and hope.”

And the commitment doesn’t end 
there. The Fund for World Mission will 
continue, for the foreseeable future, 
to help the people of this war-ravaged 
country, with the Church’s future plans to 
set up similar projects in the north.

As the Revd Ebenezer Joseph, 
president of the Methodist Church in 
Sri Lanka says, “We continue to give 
assistance, comfort, courage and hope. 
Sometimes a feeling of total helplessness 
sets in. It is the presence of the risen 
saviour that keeps us going with the 
assurance that tomorrow can and must 
be different.”
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Church cash helps Bangladesh street children
By Dina Lazarus

Cash from the Fund for World Mission 
is helping to transform the lives of 

the street children of poverty-stricken 
Bangladesh, one of the world’s most 
densely populated countries.

The Ekota (unity) Project, based at the 
central church office in (Old) Dhaka, the 
country’s capital, is working with children 
from some of the area’s most notorious 
slums. They have set up the Jokhon 
Tokhon Centre where street children can 
drop in at anytime. 

The centre has become a haven for 
hundreds of youngsters whose lives 
have been blighted by deprivation and its 
attendant hardship. There they receive 
food and education. They can also do 
some of the things that most western 
children take for granted: play games, 
hang out or simply rest.

Bangladesh based mission partner, 
Sarah Hall, said, “It is great that the 
children feel able to drop in and relax 
at the centre, and while there, relate to 
the teachers with whom they develop 
relationships and seek help where 
necessary.”

Recently, Sarah recalls, two smartly 
dressed 12-year-old boys named Jahangir 
and Faisal turned up at the centre. The 
boys, who were clad in school uniform, 
“looked out of place amongst the other 
street children,” she said.

It transpired that Jahangir had attended 
the centre regularly for three years after 
which he was referred to a night shelter. 

There, staff helped him to get into to an 
NGO (Non Governmental Organisation) 
school which provides him with a monthly 
allowance, as well as food and clothing. 
This one-time street child is now thriving.

Sonia, an 11-year-old girl, is in a 
similarly fortunate position. The staff at 
the centre found her a sponsor and she 
now studies in a hostel on the other side 
of the city. It not only provides her with a 
safe place to live but also food, clothing 
and an education.

Steve Pearce, partnership coordinator 
for Asia and the Pacific says, “By offering 
financial support to our partner, the 
Church of Bangladesh, and by funding 
mission partners, the Fund for World 
Mission gives real expression to the 
desire of Methodists in Britain to share 
in this practical work for justice for all, 
including street and working children.”

So, as the Church’s work continues in 
the region, very poor children continue to 
benefit. It is to be hoped that they too will 
follow Jahangir and Sonia into a better 
life.
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World Mission has vision for Benin
By Dina Lazarus (Methodist Recorder)

Tucked away in French-speaking 
western Africa, the diminutive state of 

Benin is just one of a number of countries 
in the region that the Methodist Church is 
helping to reinvigorate.

The Church, working under the 
umbrella of the Community of Churches in 
Mission (Ceeva), an organisation largely 
founded by the Protestant Church of 
Benin (EPMB), has helped to establish 
no fewer than nine projects in this former 
French colony, which is one of the poorest 

countries in the world. These include 
a social chaplaincy for spreading the 
gospel, a spiritual retreat and a ‘Good 
Samaritan’ polyclinic.

A recent roundtable meeting of Ceeva 
in the Beninese capital, Porto Novo, found 
that there is still a fundamental need for 
all the projects (missions) to continue. 
It concluded that the Church was ready 
to carry out its mission “to respond to 
spiritual and social needs as well as 
to address political questions in the 
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Beninese society, by carrying out its work 
as a Church of Jesus Christ, especially by 
announcing the gospel to all men and to 
each man by carrying out actions of love, 
solidarity, justice and equity.”

In addition, it was decided that future 
work should place more emphasis 
on human rights and women’s rights. 
Improving women’s literacy will be a key 
feature. Defending the rights of new 
migrants and displaced people in this 
cotton-producing country, whose shores 
were once known as the Slave Coast, an 
allusion to the captives who were shipped 
from there during the slave trade, will also 
be a priority.

Existing projects, including a national 
youth camp planned for 2010 and the 
development of a pineapple plantation 
in Dangbo, will be given a spiritual and 
evangelical makeover. Work will also begin 
on combating HIV and AIDS.

This year alone the Fund for World 
Mission has given over £54,000 in grants 
to ensure that this vital work continues.

Roy Crowder, World Church 
Relationships partnership coordinator 
at the Methodist Church in Britain said, 
“I am very impressed by the dedication, 
work, and leadership of EPMB. They 
are now engaged in many successful 
evangelistic and humanitarian projects.”
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Giving to the World Mission Fund
The Methodist Church World Mission Fund (WMF) supports many programmes, 
administered through the World Church Relationships Office, and such 
continued support is only possible because of your generous giving and 
fundraising:

 Grants for World Church Partners: General grants given to Partner Churches 
enabling the Partner Church to help fund its own priorities for the work of the 
kingdom.

 Special Projects: These result from giving grants to help fund project 
requests from Partner Churches. These may range from educational projects 
to emergency relief and mission work.

 The Nationals in Mission Appointments Programme: Salaries paid by WMF 
encourage and support local people in key mission projects in their own 
countries.

 Experience Exchange Programme: This is jointly administered by The 
Methodist Church and USPG: Anglicans in World Mission. It offers 
opportunities to spend six to twelve months sharing in mission in another 
part of the world, learning from a new culture and experiencing the Church 
there.

 Mission Partners: After a period of training, mission partners are invited to 
serve for periods of time with Partner Churches in the Caribbean, South and 
Central America, Africa, the Pacific, Asia and Europe.

 Scholarship and Leadership Training (SALT) Programme: This funds future 
Partner Church leaders to study in a cross-cultural setting.

The extracts from the accounts of the MMS which are customarily put in this leaflet are not yet 
available. These will be published online at www.methodist.org.uk/mmsreport as soon as they are 
ready. This follows from earlier problems in drawing the most helpful figures from the audited and 
consolidated accounts of the Methodist Council, which have prompted an extensive review of some 
internal accounting models.  
  
We are sorry that these numbers are not yet available, but we want to be confident about the details 
behind any numbers we publicise. The overall position is that giving to the Fund for World Mission in 
2007-8 totalled nearly £5m and all of this money has been spent, together with some planned draw 
down of reserves. We thank you for your continuing support.



Your support for Mission

Title     Name 
Address 

Postcode      Tel 

Return this form to: Fundraising Coordinator, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR

I Would lIke:

  further information about the activities 
of the Mission in Britain Fund/World 
Mission Fund (delete if applicable)

  information about serving overseas

  information about leaving a gift in my 
will to one of the funds

  to send a cheque to support the work 
of one of the funds (please make it out to 
the relevant fund, eg ‘the Mission in Britain 
Fund’). Gifts can also be made through 
the appropriate circuit treasurer who has 
facilities for banking them locally.

Amount enclosed:  £   

IncReASe youR donATIon WITh GIfT AId

  Please tick if you would like us to 
reclaim the tax that you have paid on your 
donation, at no extra cost to you. You must 
pay an amount of income tax and/or capital 
gains tax at least equal to the tax that the 
charity reclaims on your donations in the 
appropriate year.

Date:   

Ref No (for Office Use): 

STAndInG oRdeR MAndATe

I would like to make the following gift(s) 
every month to:

MISSION IN BRITAIN FUND   £ 
WORLD MISSION FUND £ 
METHODIST CHURCH FUND £ 

  ToTAl £ 

Starting on          and 
continuing until I give written notice.

This is in addition to  or replaces   
any existing standing order in favour of  
the fund(s) indicated.

Signature:  
Date:  
Name(s) of account holder:   

Sort code:  
Account No:  

To: The Manager  
Bank/Building Society  

Address  

Postcode  

The Methodist Church Funds – Tax Recovery, 

Acct no. 80950599  HSBC (Sort code 40-02-06)



ThANK You
For supporting the 
Methodist Church Fund 
for World Mission
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Please give generously to support the work of World Mission.
In September 2009 the fund name changed to the World Mission Fund.

For more information contact: 
Methodist Church house, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR 
Tel: 020 7486 5502  Email: missionfunding@methodistchurch.org.uk


