
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This was the question on the mind of Korean oral surgeon, Dr. Ho-Kyung Kang, as he was 
entering his 8th decade of life and passing his dental practice on to his son.  As a wise Christian, 
he sought the Lord’s direction on the subject...and was a bit surprised by the answer he received!  
Here is the story Dr. Kang recalled just before returning home this September.   

“In October of 2002, my wife and I were able to visit Ukarumpa in Papua New Guinea.  
During our stay there, we witnessed the ministry of the Bible Translators and  also came to know 
that technical support workers were taking part in Bible Translation through their professional 
skills in the medical, construction, computer, teaching, and aviation fields.  I was able to help in 
the dental clinic for a week. There I met Dr. Kim Sykora, an American dentist, who said that he 
had been praying for a dentist to replace him. He also said that when he saw me, he thanked 
God for answering his prayer so soon! 

 Though willing to consider it, when I thought about my age and my health, this was not an easy decision to 
make. That same day I meditated on Leviticus 27:2-7. It talks about the equivalent values that the Israelites are to give 
when making a vow to dedicate persons to the Lord.  It says to give 50 shekels if it is a man between 20 to 60 years old, 
and 15 shekels if a man over 60.  I gained confidence through this passage that God wanted me to dedicate myself, to 
the limit of my age and health, by serving in PNG before I got even older. 
 Since graduating from the dental college of Seoul National University, I had worked as a dentist for 45 years.  
All of my 5 children were now married and walking faithfully with the Lord. The Se-Soon church which I helped to 
establish had grown much and was still growing steadily.  I knew that all of  
these were possible only because of God’s grace and guidance.  Therefore,  
my wife and I decided that if God granted me good health, I would dedicate  
myself to the Bible Translation ministry in PNG through doing dentistry.   
That’s just what we did for over 4 years until God answered my prayer by  
providing another full-time dentist here, Dr. Dane Kovach, in November 2006. 
I thank God for giving me a part in providing the Bible in the mother tongues  
of the Bibleless tribes in Papua New Guinea.” 

Dr Kang has been an inspiration and a great example to our family  
as he and his wife demonstrated their great love for the Lord by coming here  
to PNG to serve alongside us.  They both spoke virtually no English and had  
medical issues to overcome, and yet faithfully followed the Lord here in  
obedience to His call on their lives.  They have now returned to Korea with the  
intention of continuing to serve Him through their mission organisation there.         
Have you asked God how he wants you to spend your r etirement? 
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““ WWhhaatt  aamm  
II   ggooiinngg  ttoo  
ddoo  nnooww  

tthhaatt  II   aamm  
rreettii rr iinngg??””   
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November 2007                               John, Jenny, Daniel & Peter  

  

WWhheerree  ddoo  yyoouu  ggeett  bbaappttiisseedd  iinn  PPNNGG?? 
On Saturday 16 June 2007, God was speaking to Peter Willetts.  We listened to 
him singing praises to God very loudly in the shower that night and when he 
went to bed he struggled to get to sleep.  He was suddenly acutely aware of the 
sin in his life and realized that no matter how hard he tried, he could never be 
totally good.  He got up and came and found us and together we went to the 
Bible to see what it had to say.  We looked in Romans 7 and observed how the 
apostle Paul had a similar dilemma.  Here was a reason for celebration – after 
11 years of knowing God, this night Peter realized his personal need for a 
saviour. Next we looked in 1 John 1:9 and read “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.”   The very next afternoon, John and ‘Uncle’ Greg (our good 
friend and next-door neighbour) baptized Peter in the river with a large crowd of 
his ‘family’ here looking on.  In Christ, he is a new creation – and it shows! 

DDeeaarr   FFrr iieennddss,,  aass  wwee  ffaasstt  aapppprrooaacchh  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  aannootthheerr   yyeeaarr   ii tt  iiss  oouurr   jjooyy  ttoo  sshhaarree  wwii tthh  yyoouu  
tthhrroouugghh  tthhiiss  nneewwsslleetttteerr   ssoommee  ssnnaappsshhoottss  ooff  oouurr   ll ii ffee  hheerree  iinn  PPaappuuaa  NNeeww  GGuuiinneeaa.. 

““ II   ddoonn’’ tt  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  mmyysseell ff  aatt  aall ll ,,  ffoorr  II   rreeaall llyy  wwaanntt  ttoo  ddoo  wwhhaatt  iiss  rr iigghhtt,,  bbuutt  II   ddoonn’’ tt  ddoo  ii tt..    IInnsstteeaadd,,  II   ddoo  tthhee  vveerryy  tthhiinngg  II   
hhaattee..    II   kknnooww  ppeerrffeeccttllyy  wweell ll   tthhaatt  wwhhaatt  II   aamm  ddooiinngg  iiss  wwrroonngg,,  aanndd  mmyy  bbaadd  ccoonnsscciieennccee  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  II   aaggrreeee  tthhaatt  tthhee  llaaww  iiss  

ggoooodd..    BBuutt  II  ccaann’’ tt  hheellpp  mmyysseell ff,,  bbeeccaauussee  ii tt  iiss  ssiinn  iinnssiiddee  mmee  tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  mmee  ddoo  tthheessee  eevvii ll   tthhiinnggss..””       RRoommaannss  77::1155--1177  
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Possibly not the way 
Daniel did this October!  
He and John went away 
for 5 days to help Bible 
Translator, Kim Colich, 
fix up his village house 
so that he and his wife, 
Annie, could continue 
their work.  As there are  

John:  
mountain 

biking, 
watching 

rugby 
league on 
TV with 
friends 

Jenny:   
quilting, having 
people over for 
dinner, hair -

cutting,  hanging 
out with friends, 
drinking good 

coffee 

Daniel:  
 caving, biking, 
climbing wall, 
playing flight 

simulator on the 
computer, writing, 
reading, playing 
on the school 

soccer team, play 
fighting with Pete 

At the end of October we had a visit from close friends of ours, 
Keith and Jane Avery.  They have always been like an Uncle 
and Aunty to Jenny and so it was a huge blessing to have 
them come share in our lives for 9 days and to get a real taste 
of PNG and the work of SIL here.  Jane is an artist and so was 
 

HHooww  ddoo  yyoouu  ssppeenndd  yyoouurr  sscchhooooll   hhooll iiddaayyss?? 

WWhhaatt  ddoo  
yyoouu  ddoo  ffoorr  
ffuunn  wwhheenn  
yyoouu  ll iivvee  iinn  
tthhee  mmiiddddllee  

ooff   
nnoowwhheerree?? 
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no roads to this village and no airstrip, the only way there is by 
car from Ukarumpa to Lae followed by a 3 hour boat ride 
around the coast.  For three days four guys worked non-stop 
doing general repairs and laying a new base for the water tank.   

 
 

At sea level it’s hot and tiring work mixing cement by hand and though the sea was only an inviting 5 
meters from the front door, there was no time to cool off.  Daniel did manage to find a little time to scour 
the coral for shells and starfish when the tide went out and made himself some new friends. 

Peter:  
after school 

Robotics Club, 
playing flight 

simulator on the 
computer, 

climbing wall, 
reading, playing 

with friends 
Justin (USA), Kei 
(Japan), Andrew 
(S. Korea), play 
fighting with Dan 

 
 
 
 
 
 

put to work painting a 
jungle mural for the Dental 
Clinic which is now fixed 
to the ceiling above one of 
the chairs where most of 
our children get treated.  
 

  
  

WWhhaatt  wwoouulldd  wwee  ddoo  ii ff   wwee  vviissii tteedd?? 
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