SPECIAL PROJECTS
allocated grants by the World Church Action Group

from March 2003 
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1. Learning and Caring

2. Service

3. Evangelism

4. Mission statement

1.   


L e a r n i n g   a n d   C a r i n g
Christians are called to help people to learn and grow in faith through mutual support and care

A S I A   P A C I F I C
Church of North India (CNI)

To enable Methodist Church of Mizoram to unite with CNI Diocese of NE India

The Methodist Church in Mizoram is a missionary congregation set up by pastors from Myanmar in a remote area in the hook of land between Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar.  A joining together under the CNI umbrella is supporting the work and ministry of this new church and helping to create a more permanent home for the Christian Community.  The grant will help to establish a strong base for mission, ministry and worship in this remote region of India. (£10,000)

            Malaysia


Sidang Injil Borneo (SIB), Sabah, 


Faculty Development for Theological Tutors
The work of SIB Sabah is tenacious and determined and loving.  It is an indigenous church with no significant support outside of Sabah.  The Sabah Theological College (Maktab Teologi Sabah – MTS) is situated on the southern side of Mount Kinabalu.  It was founded in 1965 to train lay leaders and has developed year by year. The principal and one of the tutors have worked hard at their English and have now been accepted in principle to study at Trinity Theological College (TTC) Singapore.  This grant will support two tutors from MTS as they study at TTC for one year. (£6,500)
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A M E R I C A S   &  T H E  C A R I B B E A N


Panama



Ecumenical Institute of Development & Society (IESDE)


Development of Ecumenical and multi-faith dialogue

IESDE is a non profit-making organisation founded by the Panama Ecumenical Committee, (Christian religious leaders), the University of Panama, the Civil Foundation for Knowledge and influential members of Panamanian Society.  Following the handing back of the Canal Zone in 2000 the Panamanian Government has passed title of substantial premises once owned by the Panama Canal Company to IESDE.  This grant will be used not only to encourage multi-faith worship but also to educate and develop seminars and dialogue on issues of national and international significance; to encourage ecumenical dialogue between Christian groups; to encourage dialogue between Christian, other religious and humanitarian groups in relation to Panamanian and world contexts.    (£5,000)
Chile


Methodist Church Chile (IMECH)


Nursery & School Children & Family programme
This grant will help 2000 children and their families in 8 nurseries in indigenous communities, 5 schools with nurseries attached, an after school children’s recreation centre in Iquique, a multi physical and mental needs centre for children and young people in Santiago and the Coronel Prison.  Workshops on education and special needs will be held in the communities and the quality of diet and recreation facilities will be strengthened.   A strong element in the intention of the project is to integrate children and young people with a high level of need into ‘normal’ education.
(£19,000)

Argentina


Methodist Church Argentina


The History of Methodism in Argentina and Uruguay

The General Council of the Methodist Church Argentina has decided that in order to celebrate the tercentenary of the birth of John Wesley, it should create a magazine called “Protestant History Review” that will focus this year on Methodism but will continue as a resource and an archive of protestant history in the countries of Argentina and   Uruguay.  A committee of knowledgeable pastors and academics has been formed to co-ordinate the task.  It is intended that the publication should not only be academic but also encourage local churches to see it as a way of archiving their history and impact on their communities.  This ‘one off’ grant will assist in the systematic gathering of information so that the Church does not lose contact with its missionary past. (£3,000)

A F R I C A

Togo


Eglise Methodiste du Togo


Civic and Social Education for Elections
Togo became independent in 1960 and in 2003 has a population of about 5 million.   In the mid 90s figures show more than 60% of Togolese were living below the poverty line and that almost 30% of the population die before age 40.  Following many years of political repression, presidential elections are planned in June 2003.  The Methodist Church is working constructively with the Presbyterian Church and the grant will support a Social and Civic Education project aimed at explaining electoral procedure, rights and duties to 200,000 people.  20 women and young people will receive five-day training to lead these awareness sessions and information leaflets will be published. (£5,000)
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2. 




S e r v i c e     
Christians are called to be good neighbours to people in 

need and to challenge injustice


Pacific


South Pacific Association of Theological Schools (SPATS)


Striving to overcome violence against women

The Weavers program first began after an important workshop in Tonga 1989.  Its basis is to promote and provide theological education among women in Pacific Churches. The 2002 PCC General Assembly took as its theme violence in the community and the Church’s commitment to look at ways to overcome such violence.  The project is important, as violence in the Pacific is often underground.   The overall manner of Pacific Islanders is non-confrontational and yet violence is evident.  It is a sensitive issue.
(£3,000)

         Tonga

Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga (FWCT)

Hurricane Assistance – Rebuilding of Community
The islands making up the Kingdom of Tonga are tiny and separated by hundreds of miles.  Each year these island nations are prey to cyclones and hurricanes, some of which do considerable damage.  The worst months are January and February, but with changing climate patterns there is no guarantee that they won’t hit at other times.  Tonga is an agricultural economy and when crops are flattened, life is threatened.  The whole community needs to rebuild itself after these storms and last year major damage was inflicted on the nation. 
(£10,000)

Pacific

European Centre for Studies, Information and Education on Pacific Issues (ECSIEP)

Europe-Pacific Solidarity
ECSIEP works out of the Netherlands, promoting issues pertaining to the Pacific region.  It was formed in 1992 and has worked very closely with the churches in the Pacific as they addressed critical issues of sustainability within their islands – forestry, mining, tuna fishing, human rights abuses in places like Bougainville, consequences of climate change etc.  The next three-year program of work for ECSIEP proposes looking at:

· Conflicts in the Pacific and the role of the Church and NGOs

· EU fishing interests in the Pacific

· Moruroa – Nuclear testing and its aftermath

· Outcomes of Lome Convention and the Cotonou Agreement in the Pacific, among other things
  (£10,000)
Hyderabad, India

Henry Martyn Institute 

Women’s Interfaith Journey 
The Henry Martyn Institute has been promoting Women’s Interfaith Peace Building Journeys for several years.  The first one was a reciprocal journey to Canada and one of the outcomes for the women 

from India was the establishment of a centre on the ‘danger’ road between the two faith communities in Hyderabad.  The centre is a hive of activity – it provides training for young women, a school operates on the top floor and there is a room for gathering together.  The last proposed visit is for a group of women from India to travel to Israel/Palestine.  In the light of current religious/political tensions, a peace journey of this sort must provide some light in the darkness.    (£6,000)
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Hyderabad, India

Henry Martyn Institute (HMI)

Development & support of HMI and its work

The work of the Henry Martin Institute has been significant within national and international Christian/Muslim relations.  For many years the Methodist Church of Britain has supported HMI with an annual grant and the occasional special grant. The HMI centre is in a small cramped space and over the past few years they have built a new centre, designed in an eco/environment friendly manner, making it extremely economical to run.  The need is now to equip the library and one of the conference rooms with basic furniture plus to provide further books to support the students studying at the centre. (£12,000)

AMERICAS & THE CARIBBEAN

Argentina & Regional


Centro Regional Ecumenico de Asesoria y Servicio (CREAS)


Regional Ecumenical Development & Service Centre
CREAS was established in May 2000 with support from World Council of Churches, Christian Aid, and Bread for the World because of the need, in the light of increasing economic uncertainties, for church and community groups to be encouraged to work at alleviating these effects on the lives of the poor.  Each project receives a grant of between £100 and £1000 towards activities that have been as follows:  communities soup kitchens, alternative homes for street children, community centres, day centres for elderly people in need, self help groups of women and children for the production of vegetables, clothing, health provision and advice, educational support for needy children, community radio, work and housing cooperatives, and ventures for income generation through the production of services. The project has functioned very well in Argentina and in the period 2003-2005 is seeking to extend its services to the region.    (£7,000)

A F R I C A


Cote d’Ivoire

 
Eglise Protestante Methodiste
(EPMCI)


Support for displaced people 

There has been armed conflict since September 2002 between rebel movements and the elected government.   A stand off between government and the main band of rebels has resulted in the country being effectively split between the North and South.  The north is predominately Muslim and the south Christian.  EPMCI has supported the many displaced people who have moved to the south.  They have established a structure called Bon Samaritain (Good Samaritan) to help transportation and used the Croix-Bleue (Blue Cross) facility (for alcohol and drug abusers) as a major reception centre in Abidjan.  Local churches are organising financial and material assistance.  This grant will support the work of the EPMCI in this regard.   (£10,000)

E U R O P E                                                                                                          


Methodist Church in Italy

Pellegrino Della Terra, 

A ministry of the Methodist and Waldensian Churches in Italy

The Pelligrino Della Terra (Pilgrims of the Earth) association works for the rehabilitation of young African women (16-35 years) who have gone to Palermo as immigrants and have found themselves caught up in the sex trafficking trade. The project seeks to contact the women through pastoral, evangelistic and educational processes to help them back into mainstream society.  It supports the young women as they seek to gain legal resident and immigrant status and into employment.  Now the project wishes to begin a one-year “Vocational Education for Survivors of Sex Trafficking”.  This will help the women develop their needlework and tailoring skills and help them to become more employable in an area of wide unemployment and racism.   

In Palermo, the first contact with many young women was in small prayer groups who were reading the Bible, and, above all, asking God’s protection before going onto the streets.  Sometimes they are only freed from prostitution when they meet the price of an agreed ransom, set prior to departure from home countries. (£9,500)


Poland


Methodist Church in Poland


“A Glass of Water” programme for Summer camps for children
The “Glass of Water” programme provides support and counselling for families in which alcoholism is a significant problem.   The aim is for an holistic approach and help for families, particularly children, is vital.  The Church runs a number of summer camps in which children can engage in both fun and serious activities, both spiritual and social.  The grant will be used for programme materials, costs of accommodation and children’s travel costs.  (£1,500

3.



 E v a n g e l i s m
               Christians are called to make more followers of Jesus Christ
A M E R I C A S    &  T H E   C A R I B B E A N


Haiti 


Methodist Church Caribbean & Americas (MCCA) 

Haiti District Conference

Solidarity grant 

Due to the nature of the extreme poverty encountered in Haiti, the MCCA has historically been heavily involved in mission allied to development and has responded well with initiatives that have succeeded in improving the lives of the most impoverished.  So great is the need and so difficult for donors to conceptualise the reality that a country so near the USA persists in such high levels of deprivation, that a certain amount of “donor fatigue” is being experienced.  Faced with this difficult reality the Methodist Church Haiti has taken seriously the challenge to all MCCA districts by the Conference that they should seek for and utilise the resources of the church for creating income generating projects aimed at self sustainability in mission. (£25,000)
Bolivia


The Methodist Church Bolivia (IEMB)

To train and prepare teams of church members to engage in Evangelism throughout Bolivia
The project will train 90 individuals and the whole church and nation will benefit through their ministry.  Teams of evangelists will be formed and trained in preaching, visiting and liturgy, Christian education and music to enable them to effectively share the Christian faith. Teams will be elected to 6 local districts and they will attend two-week intensive periods of training twice a year.  Each team of 15 people will be selected on evidence of personal faith and education and leadership qualities. The courses will prepare participants through worship and bible study, workshops in song and hymnology, the fundamental principles of theology and techniques of evangelism and basis studies in Methodist history and teaching.

(£8,900)

E U R O P E

Europe


European Methodist Festival
The European Methodist festival took place in Potsdam, Berlin from the 30th July - 3rd August 2003.  Over 800 attended the festival from 15 different countries. The purpose of the Festival was to reflect on our Wesleyan heritage and to renew our Christian mission in Europe. The Festival was organised by the European Methodist Council. The Council brings together all the Methodist traditions in Europe. The grant of £10,000 was for the programme design and to enable people from southern and central Europe to attend through meeting most of their expenses. The Festival programme included celebration events, worship, Bible studies, a wide range of workshops and fun activities for all ages. (£10,000)                                   

4 
 The Mission Statement of the Methodist Church   

The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel of God's love in Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship and mission.    

Worship in the Methodist Church is expressed in many ways. In worship the Church:

· Gives praise to God in Christ through the Spirit 

· Opens itself to God's transforming love 

· Receives and reflects on the gospel of God's ways in the world 

· Offers itself to share in God's costly action in the world. 

Methodism endorses many dimensions and methods of Christian mission. In particular it affirms that mission includes:  

· Telling the good news of Jesus 

· Calling people to faith in Jesus Christ and to Christian discipleship 

· Caring for individual people and communities sharing the task of education and social and spiritual development 

· Struggling for a just world 

· Being alongside the poor 

· Becoming friends with people of different cultures and faiths 

· Caring for the earth 

· Building partnerships with other churches and other groups who share some of our mission aims.
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These are only a few of the Special Grants allocated.

If you would like to know more please contact:

Mission Education - Telephone: 020 7467 5116

YOUR GENEROUS GIVING TO THE FUND FOR 

WORLD MISSION FUNDS THIS WORK.

THANK YOU






Kotu Kinabahn, 


Sabah





School children in a 


Henry Martyn Institute Centre





A S I A   P A C I F I  C                                                                              





A volleyball match, between staff of the Maua Methodist Hospital Kenya and a local school team
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