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Click here to read Steve Pearce’s visit report. For more information please contact Steve, Partnership at 

wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partner Churches and Organisations 
 

New Zealand 
Steve Pearce, Partnership Coordinator for Asia and the Pacific, along with Michael 
King, Vice-President designate of the Methodist Conference,  visited the remains 
of New Brighton Church during a recent trip to New Zealand. The church is one of 
several buildings in Christchurch that were damaged by the earthquake that hit 
New Zealand last year. 
 

“By the time we visited it, it had been demolished and all 
that was left was the spire,” says Steve. “This is the story 
across the city. During a moving meeting with ecumenical 
leaders we contemplated a map with extensive red areas, 
where all houses are to be demolished and no re-building 
will be possible due to the unstable ground. 
 
 “The city of Christchurch will certainly never be the same 
again. There are earthquakes almost every day and these 
are now expected to continue for some years. The city 
centre is still sealed off and the New Zealand Methodist 
Church has had to buy a four-bed roomed house in the 
suburbs to replace its headquarters building, which remains 
inaccessible in the city centre.” 
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Matthew 6:21 ‘For 

where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be 

also.’ (NRSV) 

New Brighton Church A map of no-go areas in Christchurch 

http://methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=3333
mailto:wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Peru, Puerto Rico and Britain 
A grant of £8,000 from the Word Mission Fund was recently used to part-fund the travel and associated costs of 

five tutors from the Methodist Church in Puerto Rico to Peru, in order to provide evangelism training to members 

form the Methodist Church in Peru at the John Wesley Theological Seminary.  

Eighty-four people from eight Districts – both lay and ordained – 

benefited from the training, as did indigenous Quechua and Aymara lay 

workers and ministers.  

“This cooperative project between the Methodist Churches in Britain, 

Puerto Rico and Peru, was without a doubt a positive response to God’s 

calling for us to work together in mission,” says a church spokesperson. 

“The Methodist Church in Britain provided air fares, the Methodist 

Church Puerto Rico provided the tutors and learning resources and the 

Methodist Church Peru provided accommodation and transport within the country.” 

The students then went on to put their newly acquired skills and knowledge into practice. In a children’s 

programme in the community of Chincha Alta, they shared the gospel with 60 children and gave each one a 

schoolbag full of school equipment.  

Chincha Alta is a coastal community in Peru where access to basic 

education and school equipment is limited. 

For more information on the regional cooperation unfolding in Latin 

America and the Caribbean, please contact Tom Quenet, Partnership 

Coordinator for Americas and the Caribbean at 

quenett@methodistchurch.org.uk  

Diocese of Durgapur, Church of North India 
Dave Webster, the Connexional team's Internet communications coordinator, has just returned from a short visit 
to India. He sends this report:  
 
I visited The Diocese of Durgapur to take part in their 40th anniversary celebrations. As well as a commemorative 
service, there were dance performances from children involved in some of the projects here. Children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds are given an education they would not otherwise have. They are the children of 

leprosy suffers, or low caste parents, and often 
suffer discrimination. They are taught dance as 
well as literacy, numeracy and languages.  
 
The dancing was fantastic, and it was moving to 
see how poised and self-confident the children 
seemed, as well as graceful and beautiful. This 
self-confidence means that the teenage girls will 
be less vulnerable to trafficking, and more hope 
of a future free from the restrictions of poverty.  
 
I also visited Serenga hospital which the 
Methodist Church in Britain supports through a 

mailto:quenett@methodistchurch.org.uk
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National in Mission Appointments post through the World Mission Fund, as well as other donations. Staff here 
work for very low wages, sometimes with very basic equipment, giving the local tribal people hope and saving 
lives. For life in the idyllic looking countryside isn’t easy. Malaria, anaemia malnutrition and simple diarrhoea claim 
many lives. If the wet season isn't quite wet enough people starve to death.  

 
The hospital is totally dependent on outside support to function. The new library I helped to open was funded by 
The Methodist World Mission Fund, and the staff and students showed true gratitude for that gift from Methodists 
across Britain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Relief work report from Kenya 
Last October, the Methodist Church in Kenya delivered food aid to over 4,000 people. The World Mission Fund 
was able to support MCK in this huge relief effort with a solidarity grant of £20,000. 
 
Most of the food distribution was targeted towards the Greater Tharaka 
District of Kenya - mainly to single mothers, schools, elderly people and poor 
families. Food aid was also given to people affected by HIV and Aids. Over half 
of the people receiving the food aid were women. 
 
Each community was invited to gather at their local Methodist church, where 
they were given a talk on how to farm more effectively before the food was 
distributed.  
 
MCK report that in areas where the food distribution took place on a 
Saturday, church attendance rose the following day with members of the 
community coming to say thanks. The HIV support group said that the food aid would help those with HIV/Aids 
supplement their diets and keep their health up. There were special thanks for the beans, which people also used 
as seed for planting. 
 

"The communities are very grateful for the support," said an MCK spokesperson.   
               

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information please contact 

Bunmi Olayisade, Partnership Coordinator 

for Africa, at 

wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk 

 

mailto:wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk
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For more information 

please contact Roy 

Crowder, Partnership 

Coordinator for Europe, 

at 

wcr.europe@methodistc

hurch.org.uk 

 

Europe: Ruth’s Story  
One Sunday in April 2005 Ruth* approached the doors of the Methodist Church in Horbury (Yorkshire). She was in 

a wretched state. She had been trafficked from her home in Nigeria to Dublin and forced into prostitution instead 

of hairdressing as she had expected.  Made pregnant by her “client”, he brought her to England but she escaped, 

managed to claim asylum, and was dispersed to Horbury. 

Whilst there, her baby was born.  She was baptised and church friends responded with clothes and equipment. 

However in the early hours of one June morning, 2007 she was taken by Immigration Officers and deported to 

Nigeria. Although “home” she had no home, being orphaned when she was aged nine.  The Methodist Church 

Nigeria who, with financial support from Horbury Methodists, found a small flat where they settled for 13 months, 

until September 08.... then silence.  Reports filtered through to say that she had been abducted and her child 

taken from her.  She was then “dumped” in Niger, then picked up and imprisoned in Saba Gatron in Libya but 

somehow escaped to Tripoli.  Messages came to Horbury who, despite suspicions that she was now under the 

control of extortionists threatening to traffick her again, managed to keep in touch. Again raped she gave birth to 

a boy but was given refuge by an Anglican church.  More money was sent to support her and to pay the hospital 

bill. She seemed settled – until February 2011 and the Libyan uprising and again.... silence.  Nothing more was 

heard from her until November 2011 – then a telephone call, a text and a letter ....from Italy! Ruth’s letter told the 

story of appalling events of escape from Libya by boat. After being rescued Ruth and 

her son were taken to Turin and were granted temporary permission to stay.  When 

Horbury received her letter immediate contact was made with the Waldensian 

Church who acted to support Ruth and her son.    

Without the outstanding dedication of a small number of Methodists and the quality 

of inter-church relationships, Ruth probably would not have survived. Now she has a 

chance to live.    

(* Name has been changed)  

Scholarship and Leadership Training (SALT)Grants 

Zimbabwe and Japan 
Through the SALT programme, a Zimbabwean minister has recently graduated 
from a training course at the Asian Rural Institute (ARI) in Japan.  
The Revd Munetsi Hokonya is stationed in the Plumtree circuit with 14 
societies in the Bulawayo East District, on the Zimbabwe-Botswana border. In 
addition to his ministry work, he has a background in agriculture. "My work is 
to preach, teach and minister to the community," he says. "My dream is for all 
the Methodist Church farms to be productive, for the financial sustainability of 
the Church. 
 
"I have been in my church for the past 19 years and have had the opportunity 
to be in leadership positions in various levels of the church. When I came to 
ARI, I thought I knew everything about leadership, but I did not. My vision is 
that farms, if developed, can generate funds to feed the Head Office. In turn, 
the office gives to local people for the spreading of the Gospel." 
 
The Revd Hokonya works in Matabeleland, in the southern region of 
Zimbabwe. "Before I came to ARI, I thought that the use of chemicals in our 
fields was important," he says. "But now I see it differently.” 
 

mailto:wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk
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"On behalf of the Methodist Church in Zimbabwe, the ARI would like to extend its gratitude to the Methodist 
Church in Britain and the General Board for Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church for providing the 
Revd Hokonya with a scholarship," said the Revd Kenichi Otsu, director of ARI. "The skills and experience he has 
gained at ARI will be passed on to his people. The training of one local rural leader benefits a whole community." 

 

Mission Partner News 
Belize 
Population growth and regional migration has resulted in a 
shortage of secondary education places in Belize, and now 
Methodists from Britain, Haiti and the United States have come 
together with Methodists from Belize to provide secondary 
education in the city of Belmopan.  
 
The Methodist Church in Belize, led by the Revd Rousevelt 
Papaloute from Haiti working with Maggie Patchett, a mission 
partner from Leeds), volunteer in Mission Teams from the United 
States and local Methodists in the country have completed the 
foundations of a new school in Belmopan. 
 
The school will open in September 2012. When it is complete, it will provide places for 600 students. In the 
meanwhile, a £30,000 grant from the World Mission Fund will help fund the completion of the foundations and 
the substantial elements of construction that will also make the school a hurricane and storm shelter as well as a 
place of learning. 

 
 
 
From September, the Revd Andrew Cunningham 
with his wife Julie and their young family will be 
stationed in the Belize/Honduras District of the 
Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the 
Americas. Andrew and Julie are from the Methodist 
Church, Ireland that will be supported in their 
preparation and appointment by the World Mission 
Fund. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Scholarship and Leadership Training programme (SALT) is funded by the World Mission Fund. Students 

from Partner Churches are given Scholarships to study in a different cultural setting, in order to gain skills that 

they will use for the benefit of their home church once they have completed their studies and returned home. 

For more information on this programme please click here 

 

 

http://methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=3276
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Why not invite a Mission Partner to speak at your church? 

 

Click here for a list of Mission Partners who are expected home on leave in 2012. If you would like to invite 

anyone on this list to speak at your church, please contact Jan Deakin at deakinj@methodistchurch.org.uk   

and at Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5 JR, Tel: 020 7467 5109. 

 

 Mission partners often have PowerPoint presentations, music and stories to share that lend themselves to a 

wide range of events such as coffee mornings, international evenings or after Sunday lunch meetings as well 

as informal small groups and midweek meetings. Lay mission partners are happy to be interviewed during a 

service if they cannot preach. 

 

COULD GOD BE CALLING YOU TO BECOME A MISSION PARTNER? 
Please click here for more information on how you could become one. 

 

 

ARE YOU A NATIVE FRENCH SPEAKER OR DO 

YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS? 
 

We are looking for a native French-speaking volunteer (from any 

Francophone nation) to offer their interpreting services to the 2012 British 

Methodist Conference and the World Church Relationships Pre-Conference 

Consultation, with the following skills and knowledge: 

 Good command and knowledge of ‘Methodist’  vocabulary in both languages 

 Understands Methodism in Britain and in another French-speaking nation 

 Some interpreting experience or experience in a multilingual setting 

 Good interpersonal skills, lots of stamina and enthusiasm to cope with long 

but very rewarding days! 

 Able to offer their services from Wednesday 27 June to Thursday 5 July. 

You will gain: experience in all types of interpreting including simultaneous, consecutive and chuchotage; a 

deeper knowledge of British Methodism and Methodism in a French-speaking nation; the opportunity to 

engage with a senior overseas Church Leader.  If you would like more information about this voluntary post, 

please contact Sandra Lopez at lopezs@methodistchurch.org.uk or call on 020 7467 5298. To apply, please 

email Sandra with a covering letter and CV, outlining your suitability, or please pass this onto someone you 

may know to be suitable for the role. 

 

 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/wcr-mp-speakers-feb2012.pdf
mailto:deakinj@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=3331
mailto:lopezs@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Prayer Points 

 Please continue praying for the people of Christchurch, for God to comfort them and give them 

hope as they continue to deal with the consequences of the earthquake. 

 Thank God for the regional cooperation taking place all over Latin America and the Caribbean, 

that these partnerships would continue to expand God’s mission across the continent. 

 Thank God for the Diocese of Dugapur’s 40 years of service to God and to the community. Also, 

thank God for the staff at Serenga Hospital who continue to serve the local community there, 

despite financial difficulties. 

Give God praise and thanks for using the Methodist Church in Kenya to provide relief and 

training to communities affected by the famine. 

Pray for people who become victims of human trafficking like Ruth. Pray that God will 

continue using churches all over the world to provide love and practical support to these 

victims and be instruments of God’s social justice.  

Give thanks for the SALT programme that allows students like Revd Hokonya to develop skills 

that will be of great blessing to their home churches. 

 Give thanks to God for the cooperation between many partners in the building of the secondary 

school in Belize. Pray also for the Cunningham family as they prepare themselves for God’s 

calling upon their lives to become mission partners in the Belize/Honduras District. 

 

 

 

 


