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Greetings across the miles at this Christmas time. 

As I write to you, I am in Maua hospital, where I 

have come to spend Christmas with two mission 

partners from England, Dr. Claire Smithson and 

Barbara Dickinson, a nursing tutor. It is lovely to be 

able to join with friends in the celebration of our 

Saviour’s birth. 
 

School News 
 

As we come to the end of another school year, we 

have a lot for which to give thanks. As you can see 

from the picture below our dining room is now 

completely furnished with tables and chairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank all those who have made this 

possible. We really appreciate your kindness. It was 

great to have the hall on visiting day (when it was 

just too hot for parents to sit outside with their 

children) and also for our final assembly at the end 

of term, which parents and friends attended. The 

hall will be put to full use when government 

funding starts (hopefully in October 2011) and we 

can start cooking in our own kitchen. At the 

moment, we are installing eco friendly jikos, which 

use very little firewood, and hopefully this project 

will be completed next term---so everything will be 

ready when government funding starts. 

  
We have also been able to put plastic guttering 

around the new building which means we can 

collect the rain water for drinking purposes and for 

cooking. There were a few heavy showers at the 

start of the rainy season in November but no rain 

since. Already the crops are beginning to wither in 

the shambas. It looks as if there will be a poor 

harvest in February/ March and as Tharaka farmers 

depend on their crops to feed their families, it looks 

like difficult times ahead. 
 

This term the classrooms which were started and 

funded by the Team in Mission from Ireland, have 

also been completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here the builder is standing outside the classroom 

which will be used by the new children who are 

starting school in January. Everyone is very excited 

about the new classrooms and the children have 

helped wherever possible to clear away the stones 

and get everything ready for January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are thankful that the Department of Education 

has given us a qualified teacher, with a diploma in 

deaf education, to be in charge of the nursery class 

so we are looking forward to welcoming the new 

children in January.  
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Hearing Aids 

 

Thanks to the people who ran the Belfast Marathon 

in aid of the school, we were able to have the 

children’s hearing tested this term and the 

impressions made for earmoulds. 

  

The earmoulds are now being made in Nairobi and 

should be ready in the New Year. The batteries for 

hearing aids are very expensive and also they have 

to be replaced regularly. This being the case, we 

ordered solar powered batteries and solar powered 

chargers from South Africa. At the moment, they 

are stuck in customs in Nairobi!! We have to get a 

clearing agent to clear them through customs. I 

hope to go to Nairobi on the 29
th
 and 30

th
 December 

to hurry things along so please pray that everything 

will be sorted out and that the batteries and chargers 

will be cleared very soon. 
 

Hopes for 2011 
 

In the New Year we hope to start building toilets for 

the teachers and children, thanks to a grant from the 

World Church Office. At the moment the teachers 

have to use the toilets at the nearby primary school 

so it will be great to have our own facilities. 

 

At the end of this term, some parents said that their 

sons are soon coming to the age of circumcision. 

This usually happens around the age of fourteen and 

according to the culture, circumcised boys cannot 

share accommodation with uncircumcised. Parents 

always build a separate room a few yards from the 

house for sons who are circumcised. This means 

that we shall have to think seriously about building 

another dormitory for the older boys. This is not 

something I had planned for but hopefully we shall 

be able to do something during this incoming year. 
 

Christmas Party 
 

This year, we were able to give the children a 

Christmas party thanks to a gift from home. We  

 

slaughtered a goat and two chickens and the cooks 

at a nearby café prepared the food for us. Goat meat 

is a real treat here so the children were thrilled. It 

was a wonderful evening and everyone enjoyed 

their first Christmas party!  

 

 

Let me join with our children here at Kamatungu 

School for the Deaf in wishing you all the joy of 

that first Christmas morning and God’s richest 

blessings in 2011. 

 

In grateful appreciation of your support and prayers 

 

Helen. 

 

Give thanks  
 

 For good health and safe traveling 

throughout 2011 

 For completion of two new classrooms. 

 For grant for building of staff toilets 

 For generosity and kindness of people at 

home 

 For children’s growing understanding of 

Christ’s love for them and their response to 

His love 

 

 

Please Pray 

 

 For new children who will come in 

January—that they will settle quickly into 

their new surroundings 

 That building work will proceed smoothly 

 That batteries and chargers will get through 

customs 

 For good relations among staff so that 

Christ will be glorified in everything that is 

done. 


