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Dear Friends

[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]


When I recently spoke at Dhaka International Christian Church on the theme of Caring for Creation, Julian who introduced me noted that we had also been doing some creating.  This is quite correct and although many of you may have already heard through others, we are delighted to inform you that we have had a beautiful baby daughter!   Incidentally at her first church service (at 3 weeks old) she covered her ears during the worship, as the singing was disturbing her sleep.
She was born at 10:30pm on Tuesday 2nd August 2011 at Square Hospital, Dhaka weighing 6.5 pounds or 3kg; one blessing there was that the senior nurse Margaret used to work under Dipti Linda’s mother when she was the senior nurse at another hospital years ago and the ward also contained some nurses from her Dhaka church as well, so she was well looked after.

We have named her Sophia Mrittika: Sophia meaning ‘God’s wisdom’ and Mrittika which is a literary Bengali word meaning ‘soil or earth’.  I got to choose the western name and Dipti Linda the Bengali although we both liked both names.
Sophia Mrittika has certainly changed our lives and ensures she is the centre of the family, time has flown, in fact I’ve no idea where it even went, apart from the fact it is our little one who has put our lives in a bit of a spin.

Now 2 months have passed, although we cannot really remember life without her now and she is growing fast, weighing in today at an impressive 4.7kg though she’s still pretty small really.

Workwise the staff Dipti Linda has trained are continuing the Multi-Lingual Education (MLE) in Rajshahi schools well, without her help (which shows she taught them well), while I have continued to support the reorganisation process and the climate change adaptation / disaster risk reduction work of the CBSDP (in between helping look after the baby) during the last few months.
Hope you enjoy the pictures!
Website…

·  If you are interested to hear James speaking at Dhaka International Christian Church on the theme of on Caring for Creation: http://www.churchindhaka.com/Mp3_files/082611_creation_care.mp3 
Thank God…

· For our beautiful baby girl Sophia Mrittika!
· That MLE teaching in CBSDP-Rajshahi’s schools is continuing to go well
Please pray…

· That God would continue to help us adjust to our new family member Sophia

· That Dipti Linda would be able to breast feed the baby

· Pray for James’ elderly parents as the travel out to Bangladesh to see the baby particularly my dad who is partially sighted after the stroke and recently suffered a fall

· That the baby’s British passport would be quickly processed

· Visas & a safe trip to Chennai (Madras), India for a Church of South India organised environmental conference where I will give a presentation at the end of October
· God would guide the 2 newly recruited School Supervisors as they oversee the MLE schools
· Pray for God to continue to bless & guide James’ ministry in climate change adaptation
· For wisdom for James & David Hall as they help to guide the implementation of recommendations from the CBSDP External Evaluation Report for CBSDP reorganisation.
· Pray that the Lord would keep watch on Linda’s mum who is quite frail in good health and that Linda has God’s peace.
· That God would protect Linda’s father and neighbours (who are vulnerable being tribal & Christian minorities) from criminals 
· Also, pray for our colleagues in the CBSDP and friends in the Church of Bangladesh, that God would supply his wisdom and blessing to their life and work.
· That the love of God would really touch the hearts of the men, women & children we are working with and that we would be effective in our activities to uplift them.
· For God’s guidance as we begin to seek the Lord’s will for our future.
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With 2 day old Sophia in hospital





Sophia in church





Sophia 1 month old





Sophia at 2 months old





Tiny Sophia with her teddy bear





James & Linda








