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Matthew 6:19-21 ‘Do 

not store up for 

yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and 

rust consume and where 

thieves break in and 

steal; but store up for 

yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust consumes 

and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. 

For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will 

be also. ‘(NRSV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asia/Pacific 
South Korea 
Rev Martyn Atkins has been in Korea visiting the Korean Methodist Church (KMC) 

for a Mission Consultation, the first consultation under the Memorandum of 

Understanding signed by Methodist Church Britain (MCB) and the Korean 

Methodist Church (KMC) at the Blackpool Conference in 2007. 

 

 

Martyn preached to about 3,000 worshippers at the main Sunday service at 

Bupyeong Methodist Church situated in the city of Incheon, an hour from Seoul. 

Bupyeong has sent its own missionaries to Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand, Taiwan 

and Malaysia, building up a particular network amongst Chinese congregations. 

Martyn preached at Ansan Methodist Church and visited the Methodist 

Theological University, where he gave a lecture on missiology and preached at a 

midweek service. He presented a copy of the Wesleys’ Britain map to Revd Dr 

Kim, President of the University. He also visited the island of Ganghwa and its 

observatory from where visitors look across to North Korea, only a mile across the 

sea. 

 

Steve Pearce, Partnership Coordinator for Asia & the Pacific, accompanied Martyn 

on the trip. He said: “This was an important visit and consultation. We now 

understand a great deal more about each others’ churches and started work on 

some important ways to encourage renewed cooperation and further exchange of 

personnel between our two churches.” 

 

 

 

 

29 November 2010 
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For more information 

on how the World 

Mission Fund is being 

used in Asia-Pacific, 

please contact Steve 

Pearce, Partnership 

Coordinator for Asia-

Pacific: 

wcr.asiapacific@metho

distchurch.org.uk 

 

 

Hong Kong 
Christian Action, our partners in Hong Kong, are celebrating their 25th 

Anniversary. Executive Director Siew Mei Ang Cheung sends this report of the 

celebrations:  

On 30 October, at a Presentation of Awards ceremony, Mr Matthew Cheung Kin 

Chung, GBS, JP, Secretary for Labour and Welfare said, "Christian Action is 

committed to serving the grass-roots workers, new arrivals and ethnic minorities, 

with the aim of helping disadvantaged groups to become more self-reliant, and 

build a better society." From a humble beginning of serving Vietnamese boat 

people, CA has become a reputable NGO in Hong Kong serving such a wide variety 

of people who need a helping hand. 

"I would like to give special thanks for your extensive support and contribution to 

training, as you are involved in the Youth Pre-employment Training Programme 

and Youth Work Experience and Training Scheme of the Labour Department, and 

offer Skills Enhancement Courses and Continuing Education Fund courses. 

Christian Action is one of the major partners of the Employees Retraining Board, 

and it has been supporting this work since 1993. Up to now, more than 175,000 

trainees have graduated. CA is also the first training body which provides 

vocational training courses in English Language for ethnic minorities." 

Mr Stephen Lam, Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, sent us his 

greetings, "The Government is firmly committed to providing an environment in 

which people of all racial and cultural backgrounds can live in harmony and make 

their best contribution to the betterment of our society." 

"Christian Action has been our close partner for years in this regard... I would like 

to express my sincere gratitude to Christian Action for its commitment to and 

enthusiasm in providing the support services and to the volunteers involved for 

their dedication to the efforts." 

Recognition and Certificates of Appreciation were given to 300 outstanding 

trainers, trainees and volunteers. 

  

Latin America & the Caribbean 
Antigua 
The Methodist Church of the Caribbean & the Americas (MCCA) has launched 

MCCA TV, a video-on-demand service on the MCCA website. 

 

The latest videos available on MCCA TV on www.mccalive.org are of the Good 

Friday sermon preached by Rev. Otto Wade, Connexional Secretary, at the 

Ebenezer Methodist Church in Antigua this year.  “Although we are approaching 

the Nativity season this sermon is still relevant and I would encourage your having 

a look at it,” says Paul Douglas Walfall, connexional publishing officer of the 

Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas. "More will be added to 

MCCA TV soon.  For now we hope that you will enjoy, inspired and be blessed by 

what it there so far." 

 

mailto:wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk
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For more information 

on how the World 

Mission Fund is being 

used in Latin American 

and the Caribbean, 

please contact Revd 

Thomas Quenet, 

Partnership 

Coordinator for Latin 

America and the 

Caribbean: 

wcr.americascaribb@m

ethodistchurch.org.uk 

 

 

You can access MCCA TV by going to www.mccalive.org and going to the 

"WITNESSING" tab. More videos will be added to MCCA TV soon.   

Argentina 
Pastor Hugo Torredelfé of the Argentine Evangelical Methodist Church recently 

shared with us news of a growing Christian community in Jujuy, a province in the 

northwest of Argentina. Jujuy is located at the country’s borders with Chile and 

Bolivia, and is close to the Argentinean province of Salta. 

 

 

He said: “The Jujuy community, in the same way as many other of our 

communities, began in the shape of meetings in family homes. Firstly, two couples 

began to meet, one of them members of the Methodist Church in Salta, through 

which our relationship with the community emerged. Eventually, the two couples 

invited others to join them.  

 

“One of the characteristics of the group if that the large majority are Christians 

(approximately 90%) who used to belong to other communities where they had 

bad experiences. This is why they were seeking another community in which to live 

out their faith and find support. Through a member of the Methodist Church, they 

then sought to belong to the Salta community, and then from there, to the Circuit. 

We have been in an official partnership with them for about a year now. They are 

now a group of about 30 to 35 brothers and sisters of all ages. Some Methodists 

who lived in Jujuy and who previously had contact with church activities such as 

family services and pastoral visits in Salta or Tucuman have also joined this group. 

 

“Together with Bishop Frank de Nully Brown, we will soon be officially joining the 

North Circuit, but in the meanwhile we are taking all the necessary steps to ensure 

the community becomes a Methodist Community in Jujuy.” 

 

A grant of £27,500 has recently been given to the Argentinean Evangelical 

Methodist Church by the MCB through the World Mission Fund. “We have used it 

mailto:wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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4 | P a g e   
 

For more information 

on how the World 

Mission Fund is being 

used in Africa please 

contact Dr Olubunmi 

Olayisade, Partnership 

Coordinator for Africa: 

wcr.africa@methodistc

hurch.org.uk 

 

 

to support the areas of evangelism, growth, strengthening of local work, new 

work and communities,” said Pastor Torredelfé. 

 

Africa 
Sierra Leone 
Next April, Sierra Leone celebrates its 50th anniversary of independence. In their 

blog, mission partners Peter and Janice Clark reflect on what that means for the 

country:  

 

As Sierra Leone begins to contemplate its own jubilee celebrations next April, a 

group of staff at the theological college are working on a project to combine both 

the nation’s milestone and the 35 years since the college’s inauguration. There is 

much to be considered, including how to remember the many people from a 

variety of nations who have contributed to theological education and nation 

building during that time. Meanwhile the green, white and blue of the Sierra 

Leonean flag invites a deep reflection on how it has been utilised, functioned and 

interpreted, at different stages, during the country’s fragile, democratic growth 

and for too long, a costly civil war.  

 

The green band, at the top, stands for the nation’s agriculture, mountains and 

natural resources. As we are coming to the end of the rainy season it is indeed a 

verdant landscape that we witness across the nation. Agricultural produce is far 

less than it ought to be but a recent story from the Kenema District is more than 

worthy of flagging up and not just for lovers of chocolate.  

 

When the war ended, a cocoa group called “Kpeya” which means "give way" in 

Mende, made a useful alliance with Africa's most successful cocoa cooperative, 

Kuapa Kokoo (Good Cocoa Farmers' Company) in Ghana. The company is the main 

source of fair-trade cocoa, in the UK and owns nearly half of Britain's Divine 

chocolate company, which had a £12.5m turnover last year – a share of which 

goes straight back to the farmers, including those in Kenema.  

 

The white band at the centre of the flag represents unity and justice. The trial of 

the former Fisheries Minister concluded this week, with a guilty verdict being 

handed to Haja Afsatu Kabba, for misappropriating and misusing public funds. She 

now faces more than US$100,000 in fines or 15 years in prison. The verdict, which 

many had thought unlikely, given her prominent position among the nation’s 

political elite, was rightly applauded, as being a positive demonstration of the 

government’s attempt to eliminate wide-spread corruption wherever it is found.  

The blue band, at the bottom, stands for the hope, that Freetown’s natural 

harbour, the deepest protected port on the whole of the west of Africa, will make 

a contribution to peace in the world, in the same way that the harbour offered 

freedom to the tens of thousands people who arrived into it, as a result of the 

ending of trans Atlantic slavery. Today, as a busy trading port the harbour also 

features in the needs of vulnerable new mothers and their babies too, as is evident 

in the story of Agnes and her new born baby girl Sia.  

 

mailto:wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk
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For more information 

on how the World 

Mission Fund is being 

used in Europe please 

contact Roy Crowder, 

Partnership 

Coordinator for Europe: 

wcr.europe@methodist

church.org.uk 

 

 

Agnes arrived at the last monthly gathering of the HIV positive group in 

Wellington, proudly displaying her 4 day old daughter. Both were warmly greeted, 

as Agnes told the story of how she had already visited The Mercy Ships land based 

hospital because of Sia’s hair lip. Because of Sia’s inability to suck, Agnes needs to 

express her breast milk, making feeding a precarious process. Resorting to formula 

milk alternatives only increases the possibility of life-threatening water born 

infections. Agnes had been told that an operation was not available at present, 

but would be so in four months time, when the Mercy Ship vessel will dock in port 

and begin its 10 months stay, with six surgical theatres on board, to address a 

whole variety of medical needs. 

 

No doubt there are many more green, white and blue tinged stories in Salone but 

hopefully this biographical snapshot of the 50 year old flag will add colour to the 

viewing of your own much older national flag and perhaps the one of the country 

in which you read this too. 

 

Togo 
Mission partners Michael and Sheila Holland send us this prayer request:  

 

The Methodist church here in Togo needs you. It needs you to pray. As I write, 

once again riot police have blocked off access to the main city church and the 

Conference Office. Many of the church and office staff, including the president of 

the conference, 

have been denied 

access. The 

government has 

now banned our 

meeting of prayer 

for peace, justice 

and reconciliation 

which is held each 

Wednesday as key 

opposition figures 

want to attend. 

There are 

standoffs with 

opposition 

supporters often 

dispersed by tear 

gas. There seems 

to be no end to 

this situation. 

 

Meanwhile next to our house, hairdressers, fruit sellers, snack bars, food stalls, 

sandal stalls, iron works, sign painting shops and tailors have all been earning 

their daily wage at the market we overlook. Then a bulldozer came with a small 

army of men and demolished everything, including the small mosque. In 

something of a panic the church caretaker rushed to find the legal certificate for 

the church after being told it was next. Fortunately, for the church this was found 

mailto:wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk
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(and for our house which shares the same plot).  

 

Thanks to God, the church and our house have been spared. However the 

livelihoods of those who used to work in the market are in tatters as is the site of 

the market where there is now just a quiet picking at what is left in the rubble. 

What of their lives now? Some have set their stalls up along the side of the street 

others have just gone and as for the mosque the day after the destruction they 

held their prayers in the rubble. We pray for those who have to now find a new 

place to earn their daily wage. 

 

It costs approximately £20,000 per year for Mission Partners to serve in different 

parts of the world. Thank you for your giving to the World Mission Fund which 

enables this essential work to continue. 

 

Europe 
Italy 
In the country that has been singled out as the most important European 

destination for Nigerian trafficking victims, the Methodist Church is focusing its 

efforts on helping migrant women get out of the prostitution trap. 

The Methodist Church in Palermo, Sicily, has set up a supportive work for 

prostitutes who have been brought into the country from abroad, especially from 

Nigeria. The project in Sicily is one of many social action projects initiated by the 

Methodist Church of Italy to help migrants in the country. 

There are an estimated 10,000 Nigerian women who have been trafficked into 

Italy to work as prostitutes. “There is a big business in this field,” says Deacon 

Alessandra Trotta, president of the Methodist Church in Italy. “This social ministry 

tries to help these women get out of prostitution.” 

In recent years, immigration has become a big issue in Italy – and it has brought 

with it a challenge for our churches. “We have a duty to help the marginalised,” 

says Alessandra, “and migrants are very often some of the most marginalised 

people – especially in a country where racism is going on in a way that’s really 

worrying for us in the Church. It’s also a big challenge for the church, because 

most of these people coming in from different parts of the world as migrants – 

whether due to employment problems, or war, or other difficulties – are 

Protestants. And most of them come from Methodist churches in their home 

countries.  

“And so we started to reflect that it was possible that this was a calling we were 

receiving from God, to transform the church as a little laboratory where it was 

possible for the Church to show the rest of society that it was possible for people 

of different backgrounds to stay together, reflect together, pray together, live 

together and change together! This is what’s happening in many of our 

congregations – with incredible results in some cases, because in very little 

congregations, the impact of a large number of migrants is full. It’s an 

opportunity; it’s a challenge; it may produce problems, but we have really decided 

to go on in this direction.”  
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MISSION PARTNERS ON MISSION PARTNER LEAVE IN 2011 

The following serving Mission Partners are expected home on leave in 2011.  The information given below 

about their location and availability may change as their plans are finalized, so should therefore be used as a 

rough guide at this stage, 

 

Name 

 

Country 

Serving 

 

UK Base 

 

Time Expected/Available for 

speaking engagements in 2011 

Rev Colin and Mrs 

Muriel Barrett 

Germany TBC June-August 

David and Mrs Rhona 

Burfield 

Malaysia Initially Nottingham November and December 

Rev Peter and Mrs 

Janice Clark 

Sierra Leone TBC December and January 

Daniel and Yasuko 

Dellming 

Japan Probably Stoke-on-Trent July 

David Furnival 

 

Sri Lanka 

 

Blackpool, Lancashire, 

Cheadle Hulme, Chester, 

Worcester and Birmingham 

Mid-January-mid-March 

David and Sarah Hall Bangladesh Speaking engagements co-

ordinated by MMS Ireland 

 

Rev Michael and Mrs 

Sheila Holland 

Togo Cumbria July-mid-August 

Rev Sue Jansen Argentina St Andrews, Fife and possibly 

Maidstone area 

Mid-February-April 

Rev Mark and Mrs 

Sarah Jason 

The Gambia TBC Mid-June-early August 

Rev Alison and Mr 

Robin Walker 

Italy Mobile location May, limited availability, all 

weekends booked 

Ruth Wilson The Gambia Speaking engagements co-

ordinated by MMS Ireland 

Mid-June-mid-August 
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Prayer Points 

 Pray for peace in the current tension between North and South Korea, and 

praise God for the relationships being built between British and Korean 

Methodists.  

 Praise God for 25 years of Christian Action’s work in Hong Kong, and pray 

that it continues. 

 Praise God for the opportunities that using new media gives to the church, 

and pray that MCCA TV will be a source of blessing to all who watch it. 

 Pray for the continued growth of the Jujuy Christian community in 

Argentina. 

 Pray for the people of Sierra Leone as they prepare to celebrate 50 years of 

independence next year. 

 Pray for stability in Togo. 

 Pray for the Italian Church and its ongoing work with migrants, especially 

the work amongst women caught up in prostitution. 

 


