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John 6:35, “Jesus said to 

them, ‘I am the bread 

of life. Whoever comes 

to me will never be 

hungry, and whoever 

believes in me will 

never be thirsty.’ ” 

(NRSV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Africa 
South Africa 

As a precursor to the World Methodist 

Council meetings and World Methodist 

Conference being held in Durban in 2011, a 

Pan-African Methodist Leaders 

Consultation was held in Durban from 30 

November to 2 December 2010.  

 

Hosted by the MCSA, the consultation 

explored ways of maximising African input 

at the World Methodist Council. The 

meeting drew 25 Methodist leaders from 

12 African countries in a bid to review 

previous Pan-African Methodist initiatives and reassess co-operation towards next 

year’s international conference. It was also an opportunity to build capacity for a 

sustainable Pan-African Methodist Leaders network, and to identify opportunities 

for mutual collaboration, dialogue and the sharing of gifts and resources. 

 

In affirmation of the need for solidarity on the continent, the Presiding Bishop of 

the Methodist Church of Togo, Rev Charles Klagba, told of how isolated he felt 

when they as a church stood up against the brutality of their government after 

the March 2010 presidential elections. “We felt so alone and could have done 

with the support of our Methodist brothers and sisters on the continent,” he said. 

“I even received death threats.” 

 

The meetings were also aimed at discerning what God might be calling African 

Methodists to do jointly, and to facilitate an all-African Methodist youth 

development initiative. Mr Nhlanhla Ngidi, the Director General of the KwaZulu 

Natal province, addressed the leaders and declared war on HIV/AIDS, saying, “We 

are pledging our partnership with the church to foster behavioural change by 

doing away with myths that have led to the rape of many young girls, and to fight 

the scourge of ‘sugar daddies’. Leadership needs to be provided in the issue of 

HIV/AIDS. Leaders with integrity need to drive this war.” 

 

A planning meeting will be held in Nairobi in March, to write a report covering the 

consultation, reiterate reasons for the existence of the All-African Methodist 

Leaders Conference, look at the history of the organisation, seek areas of deeper 

co-operation and collaboration, develop a consolidated budget and set dates for 

future meetings. 

 

31 January 2011 
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For more information 

on how the World 

Mission Fund is being 

used in Asia-Pacific, 

please contact Steve 

Pearce, Partnership 

Coordinator for Asia-

Pacific: 

wcr.asiapacific@metho

distchurch.org.uk 

 

For more information 

on how the World 

Mission Fund is being 

used in Africa please 

contact Dr Olubunmi 

Olayisade, Partnership 

Coordinator for Africa: 

wcr.africa@methodistc

hurch.org.uk 

 

 

 

Zimbabwe 
The Methodist Church of Great Britain has awarded a grant of £5,000 to the 

Matthew Rusike Children’s Home in Zimbabwe, to help the home in its aim of 

becoming more self-sustaining in its food production. 

 

“A major operational cost at MRCH is its food expense due to food shortages and 

high prices in Zimbabwe these past years,” says Astonishment Mapurisa, the 

home’s national director. “And so MCRH has started a small farm to supplement 

its food supply. Chicks and pigs are being raised. Half of the broilers first raised 

was consumed, the other half sold and money reinvested. Maize, vegetables and 

other grains were also planted on a farmland on the premises to supply grains and 

vegetables. This extra funding will enable us expand production, expose the 

children to farming culture and encourage carers to participate in communal 

farming on site.” 

 

The home currently houses 150 children and staff. About 75% of the children 

living there are under the age of 15. All the children live in small family groups of 

eight to ten, under the care of house parents. Many of them were either 

abandoned or abused; some lost their parents to HIV/Aids. “They all need 

consistent love and care to recover from their early experiences,” Astonishment 

Mapurisa says. 

 

Asia & the Pacific 
Sri Lanka 
The Methodist Church Sri Lanka is busy responding to emergency calls from areas 

affected by recent flooding in Sri Lanka’s Eastern Province. 

 

 

 

An emergency meeting held at MCSL headquarters in Colombo decided to start a 

relief supply centre at the closest (unaffected) town in the Ampara district. The 

members of the Ampara Methodist Church along with some theological college 

students are now involved in preparing relief packs to be distributed in the 

mailto:wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk
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It costs approximately 

£20,000 per year for 

Mission Partners to 

serve in different parts 

of the world. Thank you 

for your giving to the 

World Mission Fund 

which enables this 

essential work to 

continue. 

 

 

Ampara and Batticaloa districts. In addition, the MCSL has sent appeal letters to 

local churches not affected by the floods to help those who are. Collections from 

local churches in the unaffected areas will be used to help the flood victims. 

 

“The MCSL wishes to thank our local churches, individuals and mission partners 

for supporting us in our effort,” says the Rev Dr A W Jebanesan. “The promises 

and contributions we received are less than the expenses but we move forward 

with faith to meet this humanitarian crisis in Sri Lanka.” 

 

Bangladesh 
Here’s a short story from Pat Jamison, a mission partner in Bangladesh:  

 

God has placed me in this country for many reasons and I know He has already 

allowed me to help many people. 

 

 

 

This is Ojon with his mother and big sister. This young woman brought her ill son 

to the clinic in Jobarpar to see me. He has a leaking heart valve which was 

diagnosed when he was only a few months old. She cannot afford to pay for 

surgery and she thought I could help. I knew the baby was anaemic and therefore 

advised some iron medicine. Ojon was lethargic and there was very little response 

from him. 

 

Last week when they returned he was lively, jumping around and laughing, doing 

all that a child of his age should be doing. His Mother informed me that he is 

eating a lot better and much healthier than he has ever been.  

 

I don’t profess to have performed a miracle; however God has used me in this little 

boy’s life. The iron he has taken and the prayers for him have clearly helped. 

 

 



4 | P a g e   
 

For more information 

on how the World 

Mission Fund is being 

used in Latin American 

and the Caribbean, 

please contact Revd 

Thomas Quenet, 

Partnership 

Coordinator for Latin 

America and the 

Caribbean: 

wcr.americascaribb@m

ethodistchurch.org.uk 

 

 

Latin America & the Caribbean 
Guatemala 
‘Salud y Paz’ (Health and Peace) is an organisation which works closely with our 

partner church in Guatemala. The following story is taken from a recent blog post 

of theirs: 

 

After months of paperwork and inspections, the Susanna Wesley School is now 

certified by the Guatemalan Department of Education. Achieving government 

certification in Guatemala is no small feat, and now that we have gained it, our 

school will have a higher standing and be more accepted in the community of 

Camanchaj. Certification gives us the ability to give our graduating students 

official diplomas and use the state curriculum and standards. Additionally, we 

have a new name, Colegio Mixto Privado Susanna Wesley. The new name 

indicates that the school is private (privado) and that we will accept all students 

(mixto) regardless of their background. 

 

In the coming year, we will have many new rules and regulations to follow in order 

to maintain our certification. In our first inspections conducted by the Guatemalan 

Department of Education, the department asked us to add more windows to the 

classrooms to increase the light and ventilation, and we have already complied. 

And even though we have already passed inspections of both the school buildings 

and our teaching methodology, further inspections could still occur. In January, the 

teachers will attend their first workshop to learn about how to use the new 

curriculum. 

 

Another exciting change for next year is the addition of a first grade classroom, 

and a new teacher. We already have 45 students registered for school, which 

begins January. The majority of first grade students signed up for this coming year 

were in our older preschool class last year. We are incredibly excited about the 

opportunity for the teachers to continue working with older returning students, as 

well as the increase in our enrolment. 

 

Brazil 
In solidarity with the Methodist Church in Brazil, a grant of £6,350 (approx. 

US$10,000) from the World Mission Fund has been made by the Methodist 

Church of Great Britain to help bring relief to those affected by floods and 

mudslides. 

 

Officials in Brazil say that more than 800 people are now known to have died in 

floods and landslides in the south-east of the country this month. More than 400 

people are still missing after torrential rain caused whole hillsides to collapse. 

 

Bishop Paulo Lockmann, Bishop of the Rio de Janeiro Region of the Methodist 

Church Brazil, sends this message: 

 

“I am living through one of the most difficult moments of my ministry, as I share 

with others the pain of our people. Many people have been killed and homes 

damaged or destroyed by the floods. In the central Church of Teresopolis, 87 

mailto:wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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The National in Mission 

Appointments 

programme aims to 

empower MCB’s 

partner churches by 

funding a post of 

strategic significance 

within the Partner 

Church for a maximum 

five year period. These 

posts are related to 

appointments in areas 

of mission, evangelism, 

health care, and 

community 

development, among 

others.  After the five 

year period of funding, 

it is hoped that the 

post will continue and 

be funded by the 

Partner Church. 

 

people are sheltering in the church. Our churches that remain standing in the 

mountainous region of Rio de Janeiro are sheltering many families on their 

premises. We need everything: water, food and clothing to reduce the suffering of 

the homeless. 

 

The numbers are still uncertain, but two circuits in Teresópolis have virtually 

disappeared: Calemba and Possession. In Nova Friburgo the situation is different; 

there the Manse in Petropolis of Pastor Neliel in Cuiaba has been destroyed. He 

and his family are fine though 40 members of this church have been killed, in 

addition to 100 others in the neighbourhood of Cuiaba.” 

 

Europe 
The United Methodist Church in Central and Southern Europe 

The United Methodist Church (UMC) in Central and Southern Europe is one 

of the Methodist Church in Britain’s European Partners. Every year, a 

representative from this Conference is invited to attend the Methodist 

Conference in Britain and in turn representatives from the Methodist 

Church in Britain are also invited to attend its Conferences.  The MCB also 

supports several Nationals in Mission Appointments throughout the 

Conference, including Christian Witness in the Cevennes Mountains,  a 

Local pastor for work among Roma People in Hungary, a Coordinator for 

the Methodist e-Academy, a Missionary for the Church Development in 

Kosice (UMC Slovak Repubc), a Missionary for Community Development in 

Sid (UMC Serbia), a Missionary for Church Development in Kocani 

(Macedonia) and a Leader of the Pastoral Team (Albania). 

 

 
 
This is Pastor Laszlo Erdei-Nagy, the National in Mission Appointments working as a local 

pastor among Roma people in Hungary 
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 In the words of Bishop Dr. Patrick Streiff, “The United Methodist Church in 

Central and Southern Europe consists of 36,000 members and friends living 

in 14 countries. The worship services are held in about 20 languages, but 

there are many more languages and ways in which members of this Church 

share the love of God with their neighbours.” 

For more information on the work of the United Methodist Church in 

Central and Southern Europe, please refer to their website,  

www.umc-europe.org.  

 

For more information on how the World Mission Fund is being used in Europe 

please contact Roy Crowder, Partnership Coordinator for Europe: 

wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW YOU CAN DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND 

The Methodist Church World Mission Fund exists to support the work of the British Methodist Church and its 

partner churches overseas, through the sharing of both resources and personnel.  You can donate online 

through www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/ or send cheques to:  

 

The Methodist Church World Mission Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 

5JR. Please make cheques payable to ‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’. 

For more information on the programmes that the World Mission Fund supports through the World Church 

Relationships Office, please click on this link whilst holding down the control key, or copy and past it into your 

URL: www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=3181 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.umc-europe.org/
mailto:wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=3181
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MISSION PARTNERS ON MISSION PARTNER LEAVE IN 2011 

The following serving Mission Partners are expected home on leave in 2011.  The information given below 

about their location and availability may change as their plans are finalized, so should therefore be used as a 

rough guide at this stage. 

If you would like to invite anyone on this list to speak at your church, please contact Jan Deakin at Methodist 

Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5 JR, Tel: 020 7467 5109, email: 

deakinj@methodistchurch.org.uk. 

Please note that mission partners often have PowerPoint presentations, music and stories to share that lend 

themselves to a wide range of events such as coffee mornings, international evenings or after Sunday lunch 

meetings as well as informal small groups and midweek meetings, and that lay mission partners are happy to 

be interviewed during a service if they cannot preach. 

Name 

 

Country Serving 

 

UK Base 

 

Time Expected/Available for 

speaking engagements in 

2011 

Rev Colin and Mrs 

Muriel Barrett 

Germany Nottingham July-August 

NOT 10, 24, 31 July or 1-8 

August 

Mr David and Mrs 
Rhona Burfield 

Malaysia Initially Nottingham November and December 

2011 

Rev Peter and Mrs 

Janice Clark 

Sierra Leone TBC December 2011 and January 

2012 

Daniel and Yasuko 

Dellming 

Japan Birmingham and Stoke-on-

Trent 

April 

David Furnival 

 

Sri Lanka 

 

Blackpool, Lancashire, Cheadle 

Hulme, Chester, Worcester 

and Birmingham 

Mid-January-mid-March 

David and Sarah Hall Bangladesh Speaking engagements co-

ordinated by MMS Ireland 

 

Rev Michael and Mrs 

Sheila Holland 

Togo Cumbria July-mid-August 

Rev Sue Jansen Argentina St Andrews, Fife and possibly 

Maidstone area 

Mid-February-April 

Rev Mark and Mrs 

Sarah Jason 

The Gambia Stirling, Scotland July/mid-August 

Rev Alison and Mr 

Robin Walker 

Italy Mobile location May, limited availability, all 

weekends booked 

Ruth Wilson The Gambia Speaking engagements co-

ordinated by MMS Ireland 

Mid-June-mid-August 

mailto:deakinj@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Prayer Points 

 Pray for the future of the All-African Methodist Leaders Consultation. Pray that there would be 

increased solidarity between the Methodist Churches in Africa and that God will guide and help them 

in joint actions so that together they may effectively face their common issues. 

 

 Pray for the staff and children at the Matthew Rusike Children’s Home in Zimbabwe and their food 

production project. Pray that they will be blessed with an abundant crop so they may become self-

sustaining in this area. 

 

     Pray for the Methodist Church in Sri Lanka as its local churches continue to bring relief and comfort to 

those affected by the flooding. 


Pray for Pat Jamison and the work she is doing as a District Nurse with the Church of Bangladesh. Pray 

that God will use her to touch many more lives. 

 

Pray for the 'Salud y Paz' healthcare project as it continues to work alongside the National Evangelical 

Methodist Church in Guatemala, that together they may continue to bless the lives of their 

community. 


     Pray for the Methodist Church in Brazil’s relief work for flood victims. Pray that God will provide for 

these victims’ every need and give them the strength to begin to reconstruct their lives. 

 

Pray for Bishop Dr Patrick Streiff and every leader of the UMC Central and Southern Conferences.  

Pray also for the work of all the Nationals in Mission Appointments so they may be of great blessing 

and support to the communities they serve. 

 

 

 


