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Psalm 37:5-6 “Commit 

your way to the LORD; 

trust in him, and he will 

act. He will make your 

vindication shine like 

the light, and the justice 

of your cause like the 

noonday.” (NRSV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asia-Pacific 
Japan 
One of our Christian partner organisations in Japan is the Asian Rural Institute 

(ARI). We often send scholarship students here from various parts of the world to 

develop agricultural skills and leadership. Here is an excerpt of a letter from 

Steven Cutting, Ecumenical Relations Officer at ARI, giving a real insight into 

everyday life in Tochigi, 120 km south of Fukushima: 

 

‘Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for all of your emails, your encouragement, and your prayers.  

Knowing you are with us and really care about what happens here is a great help, 

probably more than you know. 

From last night it started raining a light rain.  We have been advised to NOT go out 

in the rain if possible as it carries higher concentrations of radiation.  Oh, what 

have we done to this earth when even we farmers have to start fearing the rain?   

 

 
 

It has been 10 days since the quake and tsunami and we still feel tremors, both 

small and big, every day and every night.  I still can’t help feeling like I am running 

around in some kind of movie.  The reality is too unbelievable.  We start each day 

at ARI at 7.00am with a meeting and the first agenda is always a report of the 

radiation levels in our area and the wind direction.  Oh, how we all pray for the 

wind to cooperate and blow out to sea, which it has been doing most of the time.  

Fortunately the radiation continues to decrease and stands at around 0.5 

microsieverts/hour.   

31 March 2011 
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The Methodist Church 

in Britain has over 

£17,000 for the Japan 

Appeal through the 

World Mission Fund. If 

you wish to make a 

donation to these 

appeals, please send 

your cheque, made 

payable to the World 

Mission Fund, to Steve 

Pearce, Japan Appeal, 

World Church 

Relationships, 

Methodist Church 

House, 25 Marylebone 

Road, London NW1 5JR. 

Please mark the back of 

your cheque ‘Japan’.  If 

you are a taxpayer you 

might care to Gift Aid 

your donation, which 

allows us to reclaim the 

tax you have already 

paid. Just include a 

completed Gift Aid form 

with your donation.  

Thank you. 

 

 

The situation at the nuclear plant seems to be less dire, since they have started 

setting up more permanent ways to get water on the reactors, though it is far too 

soon to say anything is safe or to feel any sense of relief.  The newest fear is that 

they have found radiation in the water in Fukushima and also in Tochigi.  They say 

to avoid drinking it, but that levels are very low and that it is drinkable if there is 

no other water available.  Some people have responded that if the Prime Minister 

comes to Fukushima to drink the water then they will drink it.  But most people in 

the earthquake/tsunami areas have no choice since there is a shortage of water all 

around...’ 

 

Click here to read Steve Cuttings’ letter in full. 

 

 

New Zealand 
The Methodist Church of New Zealand has been keeping us updated on how 

things are going since the recent earthquake in Christchurch. Here’s an extract 

from one of their latest updates from the General Secretary, Revd David Bush:  

‘It has been more than two weeks since I last reported on the effects of the 

earthquake. In that time, apart from the Memorial Service, the earthquake has 

thankfully moved from the front page of daily newspapers outside Canterbury, 

and no longer leads the television news.  

Thankfully because water and power are being restored, roads are receiving ‘first 

aid’ to make them useable and the removal of sand and silt from liquefaction is 

nearing completion.  

 

At times it feels as if we live in two cities. Driving home from the airport last 

Thursday there was little obvious damage. On the other hand, cycling with my 

daughter to visit a friend in Avondale demanded full attention to avoid holes, 

humps and splits in the road. The West and North of the city are largely 

undamaged; the East all the way to Sumner has been hit hard.  

 

There are other lines less visible. Job losses have begun. The accountancy firm my 

daughter works for – located on the other side of the AMI building from the 

Connexional Office is under threat. Apparently the AMI building is leaning – red 

stickered.  

 

The mood of the city is one of getting on with the task. It is settling to have the 

routine of work and the companionship that brings. There is however no ‘return to 

normal’. The city, or is it still the whole country, is under a state of emergency. Our 

city scape has changed, we have changed. It would be too easy to try and bring 

back what we had. For a time we will live with disorder and uncertainty to allow 

dreams and eventually plans for the future to emerge.  

 

We continue to be strengthened and warmed by the outpouring of support from 

around New Zealand and from our Methodist and Ecumenical family overseas’ 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/wc-giftaid-040211.pdf
http://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/wcr-ari-japansetsunami-%20220311.pdf
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Nationals in Mission 

Appointments (NMAs): 

These appointments 

encourage and support 

local people in key 

mission projects in their 

own countries. Salaries 

are paid by the Fund for 

World Mission and 

enable new work to be 

developed. 

Click here to view a PowerPoint of photos sent to us by our brothers and sisters in 

New Zealand of the devastation after the earthquake. 

 

Latin America & the Caribbean 
Ecumenical Partnership in Latin America 

 
Ecumenical cooperation between the Methodist Church in Britain’s partners in 

Latin America and the Caribbean is rich and diverse.  One example is embodied by 

the following YouTube video of the Methodist Primitive Evangelical Church in 

Guatemala, produced by CEPALC (Latin American Social Centre for 

Communications), one of our Latin American partner organizations located in 

Colombia:   

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLWGoey191g 

 

Supporters of the Methodist Church in Britain’s World Mission Fund are currently 

supporting our partners in Guatemala through funding a local National in Mission 

Appointments and providing the Church with an annual grant to support their 

mission and ministries. The MCB also supports the work of CEPALC through an 

annual grant from the world. You can read about their work in Spanish through 

http://www.cepalc.org/, or email Revd Tom Quenet, Partnership Coordinator for 

Latin America and the Caribbean, at 

wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk 

 

Grenada 
Andy Dye recently celebrated his first anniversary as a Mission partner in 

Grenada. He reflects on the past year in his latest prayer letter: 

 

‘I have been here for over twelve months now and it is a good time to think about 

the year gone. As I look back at through my prayer letters I give thanks for the 

enjoyable experiences I have had, the new tastes, sounds and sights that I 

commented on at first but now seem normal. I reflect on the many challenges that 

there have been, and continue to be, in the work at school and church. I am 

thankful for positive solutions in some cases, but wonder if I have become too 

accustomed to some, or even resigned to them. 

 

As I read through the prayer points on each letter I see that many prayers have 

been answered, in terms of the work that I do with teachers, the young adults 

group that I am part of, the music group, and the general life of the school. 

However there are some that are ongoing, for instance, the work in Haiti and the 

youth group at Bethel church. 

 

Thank you to you for your support, readership and prayers over the past months. It 

really makes a huge difference to me personally and to the work here on this 

island.’ 

 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.content&cmid=3409
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLWGoey191g
http://www.cepalc.org/
mailto:wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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For more information 

please contact Dr 

Bunmi Olayisade, 

Partnership 

Coordinator for Africa, 

at 

wcr.africa@methodistc

hurch.org.uk 

 

 

Africa 
Sierra Leone 
Here’s an excerpt from a recent blog post from Peter and Janice Clark, mission 

partners in Freetown:  

 

It was quite some time before coming to Sierra Leone, that a friend sent us an 

article from a British newspaper featuring a school in Freetown. It had been 

started by Miriam, who as a young woman, in post war Sierra Leone in 2000, 

recognised the urgent need for access to secondary education for all, and not just 

those who could afford both the fees and a school uniform. And so, education to 

aid those who had no means to attend school, started on Miriam’s veranda. The 

programme is now known as EducAid. 

 

 
 

We had heard about EducAid from many different people, and as Janice was 

preparing a course on curriculum development, a visit to EducAid was well 

overdue. Situated in a densely populated area of Freetown called Lumley, it took 

us time to find it, although we had been sent directions. Housed in an incomplete 

three-storey concrete building, EducAid demonstrates a unique form of education 

in Sierra Leone. Unlike other forms of secondary education, it is free and the 

students do not wear a uniform. Its ethos is that of holistic education, developing 

all aspects of what it means to be human. This is done, not through a didactic 

teacher dominated approach, with passive students, occasionally answering a 

question or copying from the board, then learning what you have copied for exam 

purposes. Instead, EducAid has developed hundreds of packs of materials that the 

students need to work through, at their own pace, following an entrance 

assessment of what stage they are at. The philosophy of the school is not geared 

towards passing exams or getting a good job, but to provide the students with 

critical and analytical skills to gain knowledge, and also to apply that knowledge 

to other aspects of life. 

 

EducAid now has five schools in different locations across Sierra Leone. Although 

heavily dependent on donations of cash and kind in order to ensure that quality 

mailto:wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk
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For more information 

please contact Roy 

Crowder, Partnership 

Coordinator for Europe, 

at 

wcr.europe@methodist

church.org.uk 

 

education is available to the poor, the characters that the school builds are not 

dependent on others, as the skills they have developed and the knowledge they 

have received enhance their personal, social and economic well-being. Being a 

student at EducAid is demanding, although free, it is not an easy option. If you are 

not prepared to be accountable for your work, to be challenged, and to think for 

yourself, then you will not succeed. But with commitment and determination each 

of the graduating students will make a dynamic and life enhancing contribution to 

the future of Sierra Leone. 

 

 

Europe 
Germany 
 

Roy Crowder, our World Church relationships partnership coordinator for Europe, 

reports from a recent trip to Germany:  

 

‘I attended an unusual 40th anniversary celebration in Mid-March. The 

congregation was actually 80 years old but had met in someone’s home for 40 

years, so the current chapel building (now 40 years old) was the subject of this 

anniversary.  

 

The usual things went on; a brass band from a neighbouring circuit led the singing 

at the Sunday morning service, and the village church’s choir and recorder groups 

sang and played at the Saturday evening concert. The afternoon started with 

coffee, lots of local speciality cake and an address from the minister who had 

served there four decades before. The Mayor came to greet everyone and brought 

a nice plant as a congratulatory gift.  

 

But actually it wasn’t the Mayor; it was the Bürgermeister. And it wasn’t 

Methodism in Sussex; it was United Methodism in Saxony. And I was there to visit 

the Revd Colin and Muriel Barrett, mission partners from MCB in the East German 

Annual Conference of the EmK, Evangelisch-methodistische Kirche. We were 

meeting in a hilly ore-bearing region of Germany called the Erzgebirge which was 

part of the GDR in 1971 – a state whose official ideology was atheism. So the story 

which the minister had to tell of building a chapel in Brand Erbisdorf was an 

unusual and heroic one.  

 

The congregation was only allowed to build out of sight behind a three-storey 

block of flats. They were only allowed to construct on the building line of a large 

old dilapidated shed that was already there. They couldn’t buy building materials 

in bulk. They had to scratch and scrounge for everything; you couldn’t organise a 

community oriented fundraising event. Members of the congregation had to stand 

individually in line to obtain an allocation of one bag of cement each. Another 

story I heard was of three theology students who had spent their summer 

‘practical placement’ in one church working in a brick factory so they would be 

able to obtain some bricks for church building!  

 

At that time you were severely discriminated against if you were Christian. You 

couldn’t get your child into the grammar school; you couldn’t attend university; 

mailto:wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk
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you couldn’t get a supervisory or management job. The State had introduced its 

own quite dramatic communist ‘coming of age’ ceremony in place of the 

previously socially prominent confirmation ceremony, at which young people had 

to swear loyalty to the State. Resisting this made you a pariah and was a brilliantly 

devious anti-Christian policy.  

 

Hidden solidarity and determination kept the flame of Christianity alive. This was a 

faith lived almost in secret, like in a catacomb. But can this heroic heritage flourish 

after the Wende – the great turning point and transformation from GDR to a 

united Germany with the West which happened 20 years ago? The irony is that the 

very heroic qualities which enabled the churches to survive and even to contribute 

to the change leave them ill-suited to their present situation. It’s hard for 

congregations to go public; there is a deep family-networked conservatism which 

makes it hard to attract new members; there is no history of community service or 

outreach which could provide a meeting place or public arena in which the church 

can engage.   

 

It seemed to be symbolised by the tinted windows of Brand Erbisdorf which had 

been painted over decades ago to make them even more opaque. The paint was 

now cracking and very ugly but the members resisted changing them.   

 

That is why the contribution of Mission Partners like Colin and Muriel is so 

important. There can be an exchange of histories and ways of thinking which can 

help people become more open to new ways of mission in this new challenging 

world as well as helping those of us from elsewhere understand the extraordinary 

history and achievements of these ‘Iron Ore Mountain’ Methodist Chapels.’ 

For more information please contact Roy Crowder, Partnership Coordinator for 

Europe, at wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk. 

 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SERVE OVERSEAS? 

 

 
 

There are currently several opportunities around the globe where you can invest 

your skills and willingness to serve God and people in Africa, Asia-Pacific, Latin 

America and the Caribbean and on the Experience Exchange Programme (EEP). 

mailto:wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Click here to view all these opportunities on the Methodist Website. 

MISSION PARTNERS ON MISSION PARTNER LEAVE 
 

Click here for a list of Mission Partners who are expected home on leave in 2011  

If you would like to invite anyone on this list to speak at your church, please 

contact Jan Deakin at deakinj@methodistchurch.org.uk  and at Methodist Church 

House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5 JR, Tel: 020 7467 5109. 

 

 Please note that mission partners often have PowerPoint presentations, music 

and stories to share that lend themselves to a wide range of events such as coffee 

mornings, international evenings or after Sunday lunch meetings as well as 

informal small groups and midweek meetings, and that lay mission partners are 

happy to be interviewed during a service if they cannot preach. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Points 

❖  Pray for the people of Japan and New Zealand as they continue to cope with mourning lost 

ones, survival, radioactive contamination, job losses and rebuilding their lives and 

infrastructures. Pray for God’s peace to be upon them. 

❖ Give thanks to the Lord for ecumenical partnerships across Latin America and in particular for 

the work of the Methodist Primitive Evangelical Church of Guatemala and CEPALC in Colombia. 

 

❖ Pray for Andy Dye as he reflects on his time as a Mission Partner. Pray that God will strengthen 

and encourage him to continue fulfilling his calling in Grenada. 

 

❖ Pray for Mission Partners Peter and Janice Clark in Sierra Leone. Give thanks to the Lord for 

initiatives like EducAid that support children into education. 

 

❖  Pray for the congregation in Brand Erbisdorf, Germany. Thank God for their endurance over 

the years despite opposition and pray that they will be strengthened and encouraged to share 

the love of Christ in a new way, by opening up their doors to the wider community. 

 

 

http://methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=3445
http://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/wcr-mp-speakers-march2011.pdf
mailto:deakinj@methodistchurch.org.uk

