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Isaiah 61:1 -2 “The spirit 

of the Lord GOD is upon 

me, because the LORD 

has anointed me; he has 

sent me to bring good 

news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the broken-

hearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives, 

and release to the 

prisoners; to proclaim 

the year of the 

LORD’s favour, and the 

day of vengeance of 

our God; to comfort all 

who mourn.” (NRSV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asia-Pacific 
New Zealand 
Following the earthquake that hit Christchurch on 22 February, Desmond Cooper, 

President of the Methodist Church New Zealand, issued this statement:  

 

The President, Vice-President, and General Secretary of the Methodist Church of 

New Zealand (Te hahi O Weteriana o Aotearoa)  together with the leaders of 

Methodist social service agencies around New Zealand, express their deep concern 

for all the people of Christchurch and the Canterbury region.  

 

We acknowledge the combined efforts of government, emergency services (both 

local and overseas) as well as so many welfare agencies in addressing the 

immediate issues facing all those injured and displaced by the earthquake.  

 

Through all the turmoil and destruction, we draw strength from the way in which 

both locals and individuals from throughout New Zealand have responded; the 

outpouring of care,  compassion and human kindness we are witnessing is 

something we can all draw strength from and be incredibly proud of.  Our own 

people are on the ground working hard, assessing damage and caring for those 

most greatly affected.  

 

The Methodist Church of New Zealand, based in Christchurch, has itself been 

impacted by this disaster and we mourn the loss of three people in the collapse of 

the Durham street church and stand alongside all others who have suffered loss of 

loved ones.   

 

After the initial response has passed, a secondary phase of redevelopment and 

revitalisation will be required. We will also be involved in this stage of the work; 

assisting individuals of all ages, families and neighbourhoods, to rebuild lives, 

livelihoods and communities.  

 

Anyone wishing to make a donation to the Methodist Church New Zealand should 

make it payable to the World Mission Fund and send it to Methodist Church 

House, World Church Relationships Office, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 

5JR. 

And here is a special prayer for New Zealand from Steve Pearce, Partnership 

Coordinator for Asia & the Pacific:  

 

God of Love, we pray today for the country of Aotearoa, New Zealand. 

 

28 February 2011 
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For more information 

on how the World 

Mission Fund is being 

used in Asia-Pacific, 

please contact Steve 

Pearce, Partnership 

Coordinator for Asia-

Pacific: 

wcr.asiapacific@metho

distchurch.org.uk 

 

It costs approximately 

£20,000 per year for 

Mission Partners to 

serve in different parts 

of the world. Thank you 

for your giving to the 

World Mission Fund 

which enables this 

essential work to 

continue. 

 

 

As its peoples contemplate the wreckage of the city of Christchurch, 

As families search for the missing and grieve for the lost, 

As children and adults cope with the disorientation of moving ground and shaking 

buildings, 

May they know your presence as unshakable rock and fount of love. 

 

God of Love in the midst of tension and disaster in many parts of your world, we 

pray in particular for our brothers and sisters in the Methodist Church of New 

Zealand, for the members of the destroyed church in Durham Street and those 

injured and trapped there. May the wounds of your Church be healed and its 

members continue to show your love in acts of service and generosity. 

 

God of Love, 

May the 'land of the long white cloud', Aotearoa, 

That we know as a land of beauty, of holidays, of families,  

Be today for its citizens also a place of neighbourliness, of caring, of healing. 

We pray in your name, God of Creation, of Love and of Strength, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

Amen. 

 

The Methodist Church in Britain has sent a solidarity Grant of £20,000 from the 

World Mission Fund to the Methodist Church New Zealand. 

 

 

Africa 
Zambia 
Below is an excerpt from a recent blog post from mission partners Keith and Ida 

Waddell. Ida works as a nurse in a mission hospital, predominantly in HIV/AIDS 

care. 

 

We are at present working to try and reduce the hospital’s electricity bill. ZESCO 

the national energy company has increased electricity prices for consumers by 

substantial amounts over the past two years. There was a 40% rise in August; this 

followed an earlier 35% hike in the same year and they will be permitted to raise 

them again. We are trying to get all areas of the mission metered separately. The 

school has already been done and this week the first classroom block of the high 

school will be electrified. 

 

We know that carbon emissions and global warming are linked and there are 

worries here that the rising cost of electricity will force many more people to start 

using the cheapest source of energy – charcoal.  This already is a curse and is 

being produced on too large a scale and is leading in many areas to serious 

deforestation. It is totally unsustainable as there is no re-forestation to replace the 

trees cut down. You can clearly observe the effects on our road from Livingstone to 

the Western Province border at Kasaya, where recently a number of settlements 

have been established. The forest alongside the road is being cleared at an 

alarming rate and the resulting sacks of charcoal are piled high at the roadside for 

sale. Fortunately, our Chief is enlightened and has banned charcoal production in 

his District. 

mailto:wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk
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For more information 

on how the World 

Mission Fund is being 

used in Latin American 

and the Caribbean, 

please contact Revd 

Thomas Quenet, 

Partnership 

Coordinator for Latin 

America and the 

Caribbean: 

wcr.americascaribb@m

ethodistchurch.org.uk 

 

 

 

Saying that, we need to remember that alternative forms of energy need to be 

offered and made available to both the rural and urban people. The biggest 

market for charcoal is in the high density townships in the towns and cities where 

there is still no widespread electrification. Over 60% of the population of 13 million 

lives on less than a dollar a day. Formal employment stands at around 25% of the 

population, so even were electricity available many simply could not afford it 

anyway. 

 

Please continue to keep Western Province in your prayers. The 92-year-old former 

Prime Minister of Barotseland and alleged treason suspect, Mr Maxwell Mututwa, 

has been discharged from custody.  There remain another 22 in remand in Lusaka. 

106 detainees who will now, it is said, be charged with breach of the peace and 

riotous behaviour have been moved from Mongu to Mumbwa Prison, 400km 

away. There are concerns about their continued detention without trial and their 

being detained so far away from home and their families. There has been disquiet 

expressed too about the police use of live ammunition to disperse the crowds 

resulting in two deaths and a number of gunshot wounds. The local independent 

radio station is still closed though the Roman Catholic Oblate Liseli station has 

been permitted to continue. 

 

Latin America & the Caribbean 
Guatemala 
The Annual Conference of the Primitive Methodist National Evangelical Church of 

Guatemala took place from 7-9 February. Elections for the new Executive 

Committee were held during the conference; Mario Mardoqueo Chanchavac 

Alvarez was re-elected as President, and Juan Pablo Ajanel Mendez as Vice-

President. Amilcar Zolorzano was elected General Secretary, Juan Ixtan Calgua as 

Treasurer, Sebastian Riquiac Bocel and Alejo Avila Reyes as Junior Treasurers and 

Blanca Miriam Urizar Ramos, Gaspar Ajtzalam and Mario Calel Chivalan as first, 

second and third members of the committee, respectively. 

 

mailto:wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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This was a significant celebration for the Church, in which 60 congregations were 

represented. This year, six more congregations were welcomed into the Church, 

bringing the total number of churches and congregations to 94.  

 

Europe 
The Methodist Festival  

Following the successful events in Potsdam in 2003 and Bratislava in 2008, 

over a thousand Methodist People of all ages from every corner of Europe 

will be together in 2012 for an inspirational event in Krakow, which will 

equip us for Christian mission and service and offer Spiritual Growth, 

Friendship, Encounter and Enjoyment. 

Each day will begin and end with a Come Together event. During the day 

there will be outings, discussions, craft work, singing, drama, sports, 

lectures, mission, Bible study and even somewhere to watch the Olympics 

on TV.  

Accommodation is in the university and the festival is centred in tents in 

the nearby city park. 

Krakow is a beautiful place to visit and Methodists are wonderful people – 

so put the date in the diary and watch this space for details! 

What did people say after Bratislava? 

“It was a privilege to mix with such enthusiastic Methodists from a hugely diverse 

range of circumstances, the Eastern European Methodists especially," reported 

Stuart Veitch, “… their enthusiasm and self confidence leave us miles behind."  

 

Jill and Paul agreed, "Our continental 

colleagues seem more confident in our 

heritage than we sometimes are, and 

for five days this was good for us. The 

event as not anti-ecumenical," they 

add, "but it was very affirming of 

Methodism." 

 For the Kings, the diverse music was a 

highlight. Recalling words of Charles 

Wesley, they suggest that "about a 

thousand tongues did sing in the big 

tent erected by German Methodists." 

To this was added the al fresco singing 

of Macedonians round their flag and 

the singing of the Portuguese, with 

their guitar-playing Bishop, in the long meal queue. 

For more information 

on how the World 

Mission Fund is being 

used in Europe please 

contact Roy Crowder, 

Partnership 

Coordinator for 

Europe: 

wcr.europe@methodis

tchurch.org.uk 

mailto:wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk
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HOW YOU CAN DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND 

The Methodist Church World Mission Fund exists to support the work of the British Methodist Church and its 

partner churches overseas, through the sharing of both resources and personnel.  You can donate online 

through www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/ or send cheques to:  

 

The Methodist Church World Mission Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 

5JR. Please make cheques payable to ‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’. 

For more information on the programmes that the World Mission Fund supports through the World Church 

Relationships Office, please click on this link whilst holding down the control key, or copy and past it into your 

URL: www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=3181 

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=3181
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MISSION PARTNERS ON MISSION PARTNER LEAVE IN 2011 

The following serving Mission Partners are expected home on leave in 2011.  The information given below 

about their location and availability may change as their plans are finalized, so should therefore be used as a 

rough guide at this stage. 

If you would like to invite anyone on this list to speak at your church, please contact Jan Deakin at Methodist 

Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5 JR, Tel: 020 7467 5109, email: 

deakinj@methodistchurch.org.uk. 

 

Please note that mission partners often have PowerPoint presentations, music and stories to share that lend 

themselves to a wide range of events such as coffee mornings, international evenings or after Sunday lunch 

meetings as well as informal small groups and midweek meetings, and that lay mission partners are happy to 

be interviewed during a service if they cannot preach. 

Name 

 

Country Serving 

 

UK Base 

 

Time Expected/Available for 

speaking engagements in 2011 

Rev Colin and Mrs 

Muriel Barrett 

Germany Nottingham July-August 

NOT 10, 24, 31 July or 1-8 August 

Mr David and Mrs 
Rhona Burfield 

Malaysia Initially Nottingham November and December 2011 

Daniel and Yasuko 

Dellming 

Japan Birmingham and Stoke-

on-Trent 

April 

David Furnival 

 

Sri Lanka 

 

Blackpool, Lancashire, 

Cheadle Hulme, Chester, 

Worcester and 

Birmingham 

Mid-January-mid-March 

David and Sarah Hall Bangladesh Speaking engagements 

co-ordinated by MMS 

Ireland 

TBC 

Rev Sue Jansen Argentina Maidstone area, Cumbria Mid-February-April 

Rev Mark and Mrs 

Sarah Jason 

The Gambia Stirling, Scotland July/mid-August 

Rev Alison and Mr 

Robin Walker 

Italy Mobile location May, limited availability, all 

weekends booked 

Ruth Wilson The Gambia Speaking engagements 

co-ordinated by MMS 

Ireland 

TBC 

mailto:deakinj@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Prayer Points 

 Pray for New Zealand. Pray that God will comfort those who mourn lost 
ones and whose lives have been affected by the earthquake. Pray that the 
Methodist Church in New Zealand will be a source of comfort to all. 

 
Pray for a peaceful resolution to the tense situation in Zambia’s Western 

Province. 
 
Please continue to pray for Methodist mission in Guatemala and for the 

New Executive Committee as they seek to do God’s will in their mission. 

 

 Pray for the arrangements for the Methodist Festival in Krakow.  Pray that 

the festival will be Holy-Spirit inspired and be an encouragement, challenge 

and inspiration to all Methodists who attend. 

 


