STEM THE TIDE BIBLE STUDY

Factsheet 4

Distribution of resources

Food is only one of the resources that are unequally distributed in the world.

Plumbing is a luxury in parts of Mexico City. Human wastes have contaminated much of the drinking water supplies, spreading diseases. Many people in Africa have to gather scarce firewood each day in order to cook their family meals on outdoor stoves or camp fires. The deforestation is causing land erosion. There are people in Calcutta who have spent their entire lives out of doors, never living in a house. Technology is slow to catch on in many parts of the world. The country of Malawi has no television stations. TVs are expensive and hard to come by. Medical care is unavailable in many places. When available, it may be lacking in sterile equipment and standard medicines we take for granted.  Bicycles are luxuries in parts of China. People walk wherever they have to go or, occasionally, use public transportation. Many have never ridden in a car.
Global warming and the Earths bounty

Since 1850, when CO2 levels began to increase, the human population has grown from about 1 billion to 6 billion. During this time, automobiles, airplanes, refrigerators, vaccines, antibiotics, televisions and computers have become part of everyday life in the UK.  During most of the past century, food production has increased faster than population due to irrigation and new technologies, but this is no longer happening. Yields from ocean fisheries are now declining. There are water shortages in many places, and the pollution of water by agriculture and industry continues. Each year more forests are cut and more rubbish is put in dumps and landfills. These are the circumstances in which global warming is beginning to disrupt climate.

Higher temperatures cause increased evaporation and changing rainfall patterns. Heavier rains contribute to flooding. Inland regions are subject to more frequent and prolonged drought, which affects farming and reduces the water flow in streams and rivers. As water supplies diminish and are used more heavily, they become more susceptible to contamination. The sea level will continue to rise because ocean water expands as it warms and because glaciers are melting. Flooding due to sea level rise and more severe storms are already having disastrous results for thousands of people each year, especially in densely populated coastal regions. A new kind of refugee is emerging - the environmental refugee. 

The inhabitants of Tuvalu in The Pacific Islands could become refugees.  As temperatures rise, tropical diseases such as malaria, carried by mosquitoes, and cholera, spread by contaminated water, are occurring at higher latitudes among populations with little natural resistance. Everyone and everything will be affected by global warming, but the first victims already are poorer nations who lack the technical, financial and social resources to adapt. The issue of global warming is not just a scientific study; it’s also a story of God’s children facing homelessness, disease, and starvation.

