
Same Sex Marriage and Civil Partnership 

Legislation across the Connexion 

 

England and Wales 

Same sex couples are able to marry following the enactment of the Marriage (Same Sex 

Couples) Act 2013 on religious premises if the relevant denomination has opted into the Act. 

Same sex couples can also enter into civil partnerships.  Civil partners can convert their civil 

partnership into a marriage. 

Scotland 

The Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Act 2014 introduced same sex marriage to 

Scotland and enables civil partners to convert their partnership to a marriage. 

A religious marriage can take place anywhere and be solemnised by an approved minister or 

person.  It is only if a denomination, as prescribed body under the 2014 Act, decide to allow 

their ministers to be approved for same sex marriage that they will be able to officiate at a 

same sex marriage.   

Guernsey 

The State of Guernsey is currently undertaking a consultation into whether same sex 

marriage or civil partnerships should be permitted to take place in Guernsey.   

The law in Guernsey doesn’t allow same sex couples to marry or enter into civil 

partnerships. 

Jersey 

Same sex couples can enter into civil partnerships in Jersey but cannot marry.   

Isle of Man 

Same sex couples are able to enter into a Civil Partnership at an approved place or registry 

office but cannot marry. 

A same sex marriage held in England, Wales or Scotland will be recognised in the Isle of 

Man as a civil partnership. 

Malta  

The Civil Union Act was introduced in Malta and allows for partners of the same or opposite 

sex to enter into a civil union rather than a marriage. 

There is no provision for same sex marriage. 

Gibraltar 

There is no provision for same sex marriage but couples of the same sex and opposite sex 

can enter into a civil partnership. 

 


