
 
 
 

35    SCOTLAND: THE CHURCH BUILDINGS RENEWAL 
        TRUST 

 
 
www.cbrt.org.uk/ 
 
The Church Buildings Renewal Trust (CBRT) is a registered charity and company 
limited by guarantee. It was set up in Glasgow “to promote, for the public benefit, 
the conservation of church buildings of architectural merit or historic interest which 
have ceased to be used for religious purposes”. 
 
(CBRT Memorandum of Association (1994)) 
 
The Church Buildings Renewal Trust has been at the forefront of conserving 
Glasgow’s ecclesiastical heritage since 1994. In its role as an ‘influencing trust’ it 
has played a key part in advocating the renewal of all church buildings throughout 
Scotland to prevent redundancy regardless of denomination. 
 
The CBRT is not funded by any organisation; its income is derived from funds 
raised through events and gifts. Trustees meet bi-monthly and voluntarily. The 
principal aim of the CBRT, as outlined in the Memorandum of Association (1994), 
is to promote the conservation 
 
of (Glasgow’s) ecclesiastical fabric and help identify solutions to bring redundant 
church buildings back into community life. The CBRT aims to stimulate discussion 
and publicise the issue of redundant churches; the focus is on bringing groups 
together to talk. 
 
In this capacity, the CBRT has organised conferences and exhibitions in 
partnership with a number of other charitable trusts, coordinated Church Open 
Days and undertaken research into Glasgow’s churches in conjunction with the 
Mackintosh School of Architecture. The Trust advises on a range of issues, 
including effective maintenance and repair; appropriate adaptation and extension; 
and practicable alternative uses of redundant church buildings. 
 
CBRT’s main aims 

 
The main aims of the Church Buildings Renewal Trust are: 
 
to promote, for the public benefit, the conservation of church buildings of 
architectural merit or historic interest which have ceased to be used for religious 
purposes  
to advance education and, in particular, to increase public knowledge and 
awareness of the architectural value of church buildings, the alternative uses to 
which such buildings may be put and the most effective means by which the 
maintenance, repair and/or adaptation of such buildings may be progressed.  
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Contact CBRT 
 info@cbrt.org.uk 
The Church Buildings Renewal Trust  
c/o Saint Andrews in the Square 
1 St Andrews Square  
Glasgow G1 5PP  
Tel: 0141 559 5902  
Fax: 0141 548 6029 
 
General links 

 

 Building Conservation www.buildingconservation.com/  
 

 Historic Religious Buildings Alliance: www.hrballiance.org.uk/ The 
Historic Religious Buildings Alliance was set up in 2008 and brings 
together those working for a secure future for historic religious buildings.  

 
Useful links for Scottish churches 

 

 Scotland’s Churches Trust: www.scotlandschurchestrust.org.uk/  
 

 Scottish Church Heritage Research: www.scottishchurches.org.uk/  
 

 For advice on maintenance of churches: 
www.scotlandschurchestrust.org.uk/maintain-your-church/  

 For applying for grants: www.scotlandschurchestrust.org.uk/grants/  
 

 For churches looking to do work with their buildings around climate 
change: www.ecocongregationscotland.org/  

 

 Historic Scotland’s technical advice notes can also be very helpful: 
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/technicalconservation  
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