
 
 

42  Use of alcohol on Methodist premises 
 

 
Guidelines for districts and Connexional Property Committee 

 

SO 922 - In general, the use of intoxicants on Methodist premises (and their 

advertisement or promotion) is prohibited.  Non-alcoholic wine must be used in 

the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  The sale or use of alcoholic drinks is not 

permitted in that part of the relevant premises in which worship has been 

identified as the primary use.  However, the lawful supply, sale or use of alcohol 

may be approved in the following way: 

 

FOR LOCAL, CIRCUIT OR DISTRICT PROPERTY – 
 
the trustees must seek approval from the District Policy Committee  
(For all other property, approval is required from the Connexional Property 

Committee) (further detailed guidance is provided in Standing Order 922) 

 

SO 922 (3A) states: 
 
Clause (1) above shall not preclude the lawful supply, sale or use of alcoholic 

drinks on Methodist premises, (other than any part of the relevant premises in 

which worship has been identified by the trustees as the primary use) if: 
 
(i) a significant part of the mission and activity of the Methodist Church carried 

out on the relevant premises involves use of the premises as a conference 

centre;  
 
(ii) such supply, sale or use is solely in connection with an event taking 

place on those premises as part of such use; and  
 
(iii) such supply, sale or use is with the consent of the trustees given for the 

specific event and subject to such conditions as they may prescribe.  
 

The intention is to ensure that the use of alcohol is within the context of a 

conference centre, which is integral to the trustees’ mission objectives. 

 

Guidelines for DPCs and the Connexional Property Committee  
Ask Managing Trustees to: 
 
• set out their mission aims  
 
• state in what ways a conference centre would be integral to their mission  
 
• show how the use of alcohol would enhance the conference centre in 

helping fulfil their mission.  
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