
Methodist Pioneering Pathways – turning possibilities into reality  
(short version)  
 

Transcript and Discussion Questions 
 
 
 
Ric Stott (Pioneer, Sheffield) 
In pioneering ministry we go out on our own – supported by the church, but we go out on our own - 
and engage in a deep incarnational ministry exploring what does it mean for me to be a Christian 
here? If a Christ-centred community grows up in this cultural space, what does it look like?  
 
Elaine Lindridge (Mission enabler and Pioneer, North East) 
So much of what we do in church is about inviting people to come and join us, come and join our 
services,  come and join our organisations or come to one of our events. And that’s great and I think 
we should be doing that.  But what about the people who no matter how good the invitation or how 
good the welcome would never come and get involved with church life?  So pioneering is that which 
goes beyond the edge, that which looks to see where God is working, perhaps in the more unusual 
places. 
 
Ric Stott 
My name’s Ric Stott – I’m a pioneer minister here in Sheffield and we work here exploring creative 
arts and spirituality. We’ve come to this space right in the city centre of Sheffield, 35 Chapel Walk, 
where we have a community art space. We’ve got exhibition space, we’ve got studio space, we’ve 
got an amazing, eclectic community of people who are part of the life here.  Most of them have had 
no previous experience of the Church and certainly wouldn’t touch traditional, inherited models of 
church with a barge pole. 
 
Winnie Baffoe (Pioneer, Bermondsey, London) 
I’m Winnie Baffoe and I’m based at the South London Mission and my project is called Rest at Tea 
Rooms.  There are two main groups, or two main activities. On a Tuesday we do Yoga and Christian 
meditation and on a Wednesday we do cooking with mothers experiencing destitution, 
homelessness, domestic violence and isolation.  The purpose of this really is just to make them feel 
whole. 
 
Tracey Hume (Pioneer, Crawcrook) 
I’m Deacon Tracy Hume. I’m a Methodist Deacon, working in the South West Tyneside circuit within 
the Newcastle District and this is a church, soft-play centre and cafe all rolled into one.  The idea is 
that it’s to be a community hub, somewhere where people feel that they can come and be 
themselves, be valued, and experience something of the love of Christ here. 
 
Rob Wylie (Pioneer, Whitley Bay) 
What makes a good pioneer for me I think is an ability to listen, and to hear the story and not 
presume.  And have the ability to move and shape things as you see things progressing rather than 
saying we must always do this in a particular way. So being able to step back and see it from a larger 
perspective: hands-off rather than hands-on. 
 
Hannah Bucke (Pioneer, Southend) 
I guess the most important thing that I’ve found is being willing to experiment and try new things 
and being able to do that without being too frightened of getting things wrong, of failing, of being 
able to learn from what you’re doing.  Someone who can listen to people and what they need, and 



someone who can respond to that – I think those things are really important. I also think it’s 
important to be prepared to go out on your own a little bit. 
 
Ian Bell (Pioneer ministries co-ordinator, Methodist Church) 
I think what the Holy Spirit is causing to bubble up is something that is so full of life and vibrancy that 
the last thing that we want to do is to try and impose structures that would in any way confine what 
the Spirit is doing.  What we’re trying to do, I think, is to offer a framework which will not quench 
what the Holy Spirit is doing.   
 
I think we need to be able to offer them the ability to gather together with others who are doing the 
same sort of thing.  So really I think what we are trying to establish are communities of practice.   
 
Within the Pioneering Pathways we’re hoping to gather together a team of accompanists, who will 
acts as coaches or mentors to individual pioneers.  So really walking with them, journeying with 
them, helping them to think about what they’re doing, helping them to do some theological 
reflection on that, helping them to see how this is part of being a Methodist pioneer.   
 
There’s all sorts of opportunities within the Discipleship and Ministries Learning Network which will 
enable pioneers to reflect on what mission is about, what the Church is about, to think theologically 
about what they are doing and also to learn some practical skills that will be appropriate to their 
context.  So we’re thinking more in terms of a tailor-made package which will cater for the needs of 
a particular pioneer in the specific context and the specific circumstances in which they are working. 
 
Ric Stott 
If you are feeling a call to start pioneering and you’re feeling that restlessness in your heart and 
spirit, pray about it, don’t keep it to yourself - talk to your minister about it, talk to your friends 
about it, talk to those who know you well and talk to other pioneers, you know, get in touch with us, 
we’re not that hard to find.  Give us a call, come and visit the projects, see what’s going on. And 
you’ll start to know, when you talk to the people who are doing the pioneering, you’ll know whether 
this is really something that is stirring your spirit. 
 
Elaine Lindridge 
Why not think about doing something completely different? Why not take a ‘holy risk’ and appoint a 
pioneer?  Why not consider just something off the wall?  I’m not even going to suggest what it might 
be because that totally defeats the idea of pioneering!  But pray and think and listen about what 
might be a new area of work within your area that’s going to reach people with this marvellous, 
wonderful love of God that we talk about so freely within the Church, but a lot of people have never 
heard about. 
 
Could you be part of the Story? For more information: 
Email:  pioneering @methodistchurch.org.uk  or  visit:  www.methodist.org.uk/pioneeringpathways 
 
Possible questions for discussion 
 
1. What did you notice about the things which characterise pioneering mission? 
2. What qualities of a pioneer did you discern through listening to their stories? 
3. What are the opportunities for pioneering mission in your context?  
4. Who and where are the people in your area who are not involved with church life? 
5. What action might you take to reach out to them? 
6. Is God prompting you as a church, circuit or district to develop a pioneer project in your context? 
7. Might God be calling you as an individual to explore pioneer ministry and mission? 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/pioneeringpathways

