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Scriptural & Theological 

Context 

Paul Smith and Sam McBratney 



+ 
Outline of Session 

 Personal Introductions – why Paul and Sam are here 

 Exercise – Where do I stand?  

Spectrum exercise on where each person   

 stands on Biblical authority.  

 Input – Where we stand  

Paul and Sam offer different Biblical perspectives 

 Q&A 

 



+ 

Personal 

Introductions 



+  
The Bible Tells Me So 
Exercise 



+ 

STATEMENT 1 

The Bible is the Word of God and is, 

therefore inerrant (free of all error 

and entirely trustworthy in 

everything which it records) and 

has complete authority in all 

matters authority in all matters of 

theology and behaviour 
A lamp to our feet 



+ 

STATEMENT 2 

The Bible’s teaching about God, 

salvation and Christian living is 

entirely trustworthy. It cannot be 

expected, however, to provide 

accurate scientific or historical 

information since that is not its 

purpose. Nevertheless, it provides 

the supreme rile for faith and 

conduct. 

A lamp to our feet 



+ 

STATEMENT 4 

The Bible is the essential 

foundation on which Christian faith 

and life are built. However, its 

teachings were formed in particular 

historical and cultural contexts, and 

must therefore be read in the that 

light. The way to apply biblical 

teaching in today’s very different 

context is not always obvious or 

straightforward. Reason is an 

important (God-given) gift to be 

used to the full in this process of 

interpretation. 

A lamp to our feet 



+ 

STATEMENT 7 

The Bible’s teaching, whilst 

foundational and authoritative for 

Christians, needs to be interpreted 

by the Church. In practice it is the 

interpretation and guidance offered 

by Church leaders and preachers 

which provides authoritative 

teaching, Church tradition is 

therefore of high importance as a 

practical source of authority.  

A lamp to our feet 



+ 

STATEMENT 6 

The Bible is one of the main ways in 

which God speaks to the believer. 

However, the movement of God’s 

Spirit is free and unpredictable, and 

it is what the Spirit is doing today 

that is of the greatest importance. 

The Bible helps to interpret 

experience, but much stress is 

placed on spiritual experience 

itself, which conveys its own 

compelling authority.  

A lamp to our feet 



+ 

STATEMENT 3 

The Bible witnesses to God’s 

revelation of himself through 

history and supremely through 

Jesus Christ. However, the Bible is 

not itself that revelation, but only 

the witness to it. Christians must 

therefore discern where and to 

what extent they perceive the true 

gospel witness in the various voices 

of the Bible.  

A lamp to our feet 



+ 

STATEMENT 5 

The Bible comprises a diverse and 

often contradictory collection of 

documents which represent 

different people’s experiences. The 

Christian’s task is to follow the 

example of Christ and the Bible is a 

useful resource. However, it remains 

a very human document written for 

a very different time and culture 

and is therefore not as important as 

reason or experience.  

A lamp to our feet 



+ 

Bible & Daily Living 

 Activity Sheet with a number of Biblical 

rules, laws or injunctions 

 First three columns are about who this 

rule applies to: 

 

 ALL – meaning everyone  

 

 CHURCH – meaning only Christians 

 

 ME – it’s an individual choice Exercise 



+ 

Bible & Daily Living 

 Further five columns are about how 

YOU personally live this out: 

 

 OBEY – it’s important to follow it 

exactly 

 

 SPIRIT – you follow the spirit of it 

rather than the letter 

 

 SHOULD – you probably should do it, 

but more often don’t 

 

 IGNORE – you do not think it applies 

anymore 

 

 AGAINST – you think the rule is 

wrong and oppose it 

 

Exercise 


