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The generosity of God is a constant 
theme in Scripture, from the first 
chapter of Genesis, where God blesses 
the man and woman he has made, 
and says, ‘See, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit; you shall have 
them for food’ through to Revelation 
which ends with a new heaven and 
a new earth, and the promise, ‘To 
the thirsty I will give water as a gift 
from the spring of the water of life’. 
In between we read in John’s Gospel 
that ‘God so loved the world that he 
gave...’ In response to God’s generous 
giving the Apostle Paul says at the 
beginning of chapter 12 of his Letter 
to the Romans that we should give 
ourselves as ‘a living sacrifice’, and 
goes on to describe how ‘we have 
gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us’, so that ‘whoever shares 
with others should do it generously’. 

Going back to its origins in the work 
of John and Charles Wesley, Methodist 
faith and theology lays great emphasis 
on the generosity of God. Charles 
Wesley put John’s teaching into verse 
in glorious words such as, ‘For all my 
Lord was crucified, for all, for all my 
Saviour died’.

Generations of Methodists have also 
sung with Charles Wesley, ‘My vows 
I will to his great name before his 
people pay, and all I have, and all I 
am, upon his altar lay’.

John Wesley spelled out the practical 
implications of this giving of 
ourselves, for example in the summary 
of his teaching that we should ‘earn 
all you can, save all you can, give all 
you can,’ and in his injunction to ‘do 
all the good you can, by all the means 
you can, in all the ways you can, in all 
the places you can, at all the times you 
can, to all the people you can, as long 
as ever you can’.

IM
A

G
E: ©

 TH
IN

K
STO

C
K

.C
O

.U
K

Gather
Prepare the space
Display on boards or on a screen 
pictures and headlines of a wide range 
of generous acts: e.g. statistics from 
the Gates Foundation about poverty 
reduction; results of a donation to 
a local school; information from the 
Blood and Transplant Service, and the 
work of a food bank.

Gathering words
Today we remember how John Wesley 
was changed from relying on his own 
efforts of working hard at doing good 
works, to being able to gladly respond 
to the free, forgiving and enabling 
grace of God. Grace is God’s approach 
to us: faith is our response to God. 
When Wesley realised that he could 
trust in Christ alone for salvation 
there began, spreading out through 
those around him, a transformation 
in society, as the energy used to ‘do 
good’ was released to ‘love others’.

Theological background: 
Generosity in the Bible and Methodist faith
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Planning
Bible readings 
Isaiah 58.1-9a,
2 Corinthians 9.6-15, 
I John 3.1-7,
Matthew 5.1-12

These readings provide an 
opportunity to: 

   bring together different facets 
of the Bible’s teaching about 
generosity

   explore the relationship between 
God’s gracious self-giving and our 
practice of generosity to others

   consider the link between justice 
and generosity.
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Theological background: 
Generosity in the Bible and Methodist faith

Open the Word
Bible notes
Old Testament Isaiah 58.1-9a 

The last chapters of Isaiah were 
written after the exile, when some 
had chosen to return home to 
Jerusalem and rebuild their lives 
and worship. These verses reflect a 
struggle to identify the purpose of 
an inherited tradition. During the 
exile, the Jews had developed the 
practice of fasting in the fifth month 
(Zechariah 7.5), lamenting the fall of 
Jerusalem (2 Kings 25.8). Now, back in 
their own land, some were beginning 
to question the relevance of this 
practice (Zechariah 7.3). 

Are there links between this 
questioning and Isaiah’s explanation 
of the real purpose of fasting? Simply 
to look downcast (v.5) brings no one 
closer to God, especially when fasting 
makes one bad-tempered (v.4), selfish 
and unpleasant to employees (v.3). 
Isaiah explains matters differently. 
Self-denial will indeed bring people 
closer to God, but for his audience it 
must arise not from lack of food, but 
from cutting profit margins to ensure 
that everyone is treated justly and 
gets their fair share (v.6). Isaiah offers 
a salutary reminder that we cannot 
claim to be generous until we have 
paid others what they deserve. Then, 
when all are treated justly, there is 
room for generosity. In words echoed 
by Jesus (Matthew 25.31-46), Isaiah 
links open-handed giving to imagery 
of salvation: light, healing, vindication 
(the Hebrew root ts-d-q links with 
righteousness). The just and generous 
are put right with God. 

New Testament  
2 Corinthians 9.6-15

Charitable giving was a way of life for 
many in Paul’s world. For Jews, giving 
to God and others was a joy, not a 
duty. Among the Gentiles, however, 
the better-off gained honour and 
respect for their generosity towards 
the needy, who were expected to 
reciprocate by being publicly grateful 
(the word ‘grace’, charis, is often 
used to describe this relationship). 
These patron-client relationships 
shaped society at every level. Paul 

is well aware of these relationships, 
characterised by dependence, and 
rejects them. God’s grace-filled 
generosity to us is so overwhelming 
that we cannot claim any honour 
when we share with each other. 

Against this background, Paul writes 
to the church based in the big Gentile 
city of Corinth. He is clearly anxious 
about whether they are really 
prepared to make the offering they 
promised (v.4), but his encouragement 
to generosity moves very quickly 
from practice to theology. Their gift 
matters because it will benefit them 
by enriching their relationship with 
God, not primarily because it will 
benefit the impoverished Christians of 
Jerusalem (Romans 15.25-27). 

Money is part of the everyday stuff 
of life which is caught up into the 
new creation (2 Corinthians 5.17). It 
becomes part of God’s new economy 
of grace. Our use of money is one 
symbol of God’s transforming power 
in our lives, reflecting our central 
understanding that life depends on 
God’s gracious self-giving in Christ. 

New Testament 1 John 3.1-7

In John’s world, to adopt a child 
was an act of generosity. Wealthier 
families would welcome a child from 
a poorer background, to give them a 
better start in life as well as enriching 
their own family life. John emphasises 
that we are God’s children (cf. 
Galatians 4.5), and so we remember 
God’s generosity towards each one 
of us, welcoming us into the family. 
We abide there, deeply rooted as the 
branches abide in the vine (John 15.4).

To be a child of God is to share God’s 
qualities, generosity among them. 
This is not just a matter of outlook 
or attitude. God’s children do what 
is right. The commitment to godly 
action characterises any child of God, 
the visible evidence of the heart’s 
orientation. 

Do God’s children sin (v.6)? Our 
experience tells us we do! John too 
recognises this (1.8). Within the Jewish 
tradition, blamelessness (Philippians 
3.6) was achieved by using the 
resources of the law to put oneself 
right with God when sin occurred. If 
sin occurs, there is always a remedy, 

but the reality of sin does not take 
away the power of love in shaping 
who we really are. 

Gospel Matthew 5.1-12

The Beatitudes presuppose a generous 
God. In Jewish tradition, to be blessed 
is to receive God’s life-transforming 
grace and love (Psalm 115.12), poured 
over us like rain (Psalm 66.10). The Old 
Testament reflects tension between 
those who thought that God’s blessing 
was expressed in a prosperous life, 
and those who affirmed that the lives 
of the poor equally reflected God’s 
blessing. 

The Beatitudes make it clear that 
Jesus believes that the poor especially 
receive God’s blessing. Economic 
poverty (cf. Luke 6.20) impacts on 
the ‘poor in spirit’ (v.3), but parallels 
from Qumran suggest that the 
central thrust of this phrase describes 
those who depend on God, not 
power, wealth or reputation. Such 
dependence is the only way to enter 
the kingdom (cf.Mark 10.15-16). 
Following the shape of Isaiah 61, the 
Beatitudes move from oppression 
to mourning (v.4): God will comfort 
them (Isaiah 61.2). ‘Meek’ (v.5) is 
an unhappy translation of a word 
describing those who refuse to 
respond violently to the violence 
of the wicked (cf. Psalm 37) and are 
therefore oppressed. Their blessing 
will be to possess the land, as it was 
for the people of Israel (Exodus 23.30), 
secure and independent. Equally, 
those who hunger (v.6) will be filled 
(cf. Luke 1.53), both physically and 
spiritually. 

The Beatitudes name those who 
share God’s qualities of mercy (v.7; cf. 
Exodus 22.27), purity (v.8; cf. Psalm 
24.3-4) and peace (v.9; cf. Isaiah 9.6). 
They too will receive God’s blessing, 
along with those who faithfully 
endure persecution (vv.10-12), already 
part of the church’s experience when 
Matthew wrote. At this point, the text 
shifts from the future to the present: 
theirs is the kingdom (v.10), you are 
blessed (v.11). God’s blessing is not just 
future hope but present reality. 

A Generous Life



Sermon ideas
   At the heart of the Bible is a story 

of God’s generous dealings with 
humanity. Jesus’ announcement of 
the coming kingdom, illustrated by 
the beatitudes in this week’s gospel 
reading, shows that God’s generosity 
can touch us in unexpected ways. In 
what ways is God’s kingdom generous 
to those whom society shuns? Jesus 
speaks of God’s ‘blessing’ for the poor 
in spirit, for those who are meek, for 
those who are merciful. Those who 
seek power can close their hands to 
God’s generosity, whereas those who 
are open to God and God’s kingdom 
find themselves blessed. 

   The reading from Isaiah suggests 
that acts of worship are worthless if 
unaccompanied by acts of service. The 
passage might lead to reflections on 
the many ways in which we express 
generosity – not simply with our 
money, but also with our time and 
our service. How can such generosity 
show something of God’s character? 
How might our churches be like 
lights ‘breaking forth like the dawn’ 
(Isaiah 58.8a)? How might generosity 
be an expression of our worship as 
well as something that accompanies 
our religious practices? You might 
accompany the sermon with 
illustrations of way in which members 
of the congregation might serve their 
local community, such as through 
connecting to a food bank or helping 
at a local school. 

   Paul’s encouragement to be 
generous is rooted in his awareness of 
a generous God, a theme particularly 
reflected in the reading from  
2 Corinthians. The generosity of God 
is shown in the provision of ‘every 
blessing in abundance’ (2 Corinthians 
9.8a), and in God’s multiplication 
of seeds that are sown. Generosity 
is both a way to respond to God’s 
blessing and a way to help others. In 
doing so, we are ‘enriched in every 
way’ (2 Corinthians 9.11a). Explore 
how generosity towards others can 
be enriching for the generous. How 
might giving to others lead to an 
experience of grace? 

   In the reading from 1 John, the 
writer calls readers to recognise their 
identity in Christ; as those loved by 
the Father, those who follow Jesus 
are children of God! Exploring God’s 
generous inclusion of believers 
into the family of God can be a 
fruitful theme. In what ways might 
recognising the gift of our identity 
guide us to lead lives of generosity 
towards others? How might we 
be ‘righteous’ in our relationships 
towards others, and so reflect our 
righteous Father (3.7)? Adoption, then 
as now, is an expression of generosity, 
and could also be explored as a thread 
that leads from this passage. 
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A generous life
Methodist theology centres on the 
love of God offered generously to all. 
Charles Wesley’s hymn ‘Let earth and 
heaven agree’ (Singing the Faith 358) 
ends with the resounding words ‘For 
all my Lord was crucified, for all, for 
all my Saviour died’. This universal, 
inclusive, generous love echoes 
through today’s readings, a recurring 
pattern of hope. 

On this basis, we can also live 
generously, reflecting the ‘social 
holiness’ which was John Wesley’s 
vision for his societies: groups open 
to each other’s needs, spiritually and 
practically. God’s generous blessing 
becomes the foundation for a lifestyle 
through which we can confidently 
seek to express that blessing to others. 

Does it make sense to speak 
of Christians being generous 
towards God?

Where, in your context, do you 
recognise people acting with 
generosity?

The Good Samaritan,  
Acrylic on canvas, 2007. 
© John Freeman,  
www.johnfreemanart.com

A Generous Life

The Good Samaritan
The picture on the front cover of this special 
issue of ROOTS is part of this painting 
illustrating the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, Luke 10.25-37, a biblical example 
of living generously. The image could be used 
to provoke discussion with children and young 
people – see p. 14 for more ideas. 
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All ages together
Present the reading
Isaiah 58.1-9a: a reading for two voices
Isaiah describes the people complaining that God does not appreciate their 
efforts. They follow the rules about fasting: why isn’t God grateful?

Matthew 5.1-12: 
a short retelling for all ages

Happy are those who don’t think they 
are the bee’s knees,

God will give them honour in his 
kingdom.

Happy are those who are beside 
themselves with sorrow,

God will help them begin again.

Happy are those left behind in the 
race of life,

God will give them beyond measure.

Happy are those who believe that 
justice cries out to be done,

God will see their dreams fulfilled.

Happy are those who behave 
mercifully,

God will be generous to them in 
return.

Happy are those who begin to 
forgive,

God will show them his love.

Happy are those who bring peace 
between foes,

God will adopt them as his children.

Happy are those who are ill-treated 
because of loving Jesus,

God will give them a place in heaven.

Happy are those who are insulted 
beyond what they can bear,

God will astound then with the 
beauty of his love.

These are the Be-attitudes – or ‘how 
to be a disciple of Jesus’.

A Generous Life

1.  Why do we fast, but God does not see?

2.  Is not this the fast that I choose: to share your bread with the hungry?

1.  Of course, I know what it is to feel hunger: when it happens I go into the 
nearest restaurant!

2.  You serve your own interests on your fast day, and oppress all your 
workers.

1.  I have the best interests of my work force at heart: I pay them the full 
amount of the minimum wage, so that my business can remain profitable 
and I can continue to employ them!

2.  You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such 
fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.

1.  I’m always happy to discuss difficult issues with others, and if they find it 
hard to share my point of view, I shout louder!

Pause 

1.  Why do we humble ourselves, but God does not notice? Humility? You 
won’t find anyone more humble than me!

2.  Is this the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the 
head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

1.  I’ve always said that there should be equal rights: if some people choose to 
live in poverty, that’s up to them!

2.  Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?

1.  It’s true that I do have a couple of rooms in my house that I never use, but I 
need somewhere to keep all my possessions, don’t I?

2.  Is not this the fast that I choose: to bring the homeless poor into your 
house?

1.  When I see children looking so dirty, with the ragged clothes hanging off 
them, it really makes me appreciate the good quality clothes I’m able to 
buy.

2.  Is not this the fast that I choose: when you see the poor naked, to cover 
them?

1.  Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do 
not notice?

2.  Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? Is not this the fast 
that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the 
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to 
share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your 
house; when you see the naked, to cover them? Then your light shall 
break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear 
guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, 
and he will say, Here I am!
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Explore the reading
The sayings of Jesus that we call the Beatitudes describe 
the results of our faith, not the requirements of our 
faith. The people that are blessed by God will behave 
in this way. The Beatitudes work rather like the Ten 
Commandments: ‘You shall not steal’, because God has 
chosen you, rather than, ‘If you do not steal, then God will 
choose you’.

The Beatitudes are about things that happen to you – 
situations that cause you to mourn; things that others do 
to you – those who persecute you; things you do to others 
– when you are a peacemaker; things you decide to do for 
yourself – to be humble, to show mercy.

Invite people to identify an occasion when they were 
blessed by a really generous act and to think about 
the way that they responded. Our first reaction to 
generosity is often to say, ‘You shouldn’t have’, meaning, 
‘I didn’t deserve it!’ Yet God thinks we do deserve it. The 
Beatitudes list so many of our human efforts to do our 
best, against our own nature, against opposition and so 
on. This way of living is to be our reaction to God having 
already promised us the very best, the highest accolade, 
the biggest reward, the longest-lasting prize. Surely this 
must be our guide and comfort when the going gets 
tough. A spirit of generosity pervades all these clauses: 
because God blesses us, we give of what we have and who 
we are, and as a result others are changed. Those are all 
circumstances that are short-term and of this world: God’s 
blessings are to come and will go on forever. So we can 
afford to be generous with our lives because we can never 
out-give God.

Prayers
Call to worship
Generous God, 
your love embraces and welcomes all people.
In our lives and our worship:
help us to share your hospitality. 

Generous God, 
your salvation is a gift, 
not a reward for labour.
In our lives and our worship:
help us to show your generosity.

Generous God, 
your Son taught that 
your kingdom is open to all.
In our lives and our worship:
help us to teach your message. 

Generous God, 
your Spirit is at work in the world today.
In our lives and our worship:
help us to live as your disciples.
Amen. 

Call to worship
“We love because God first loved us” (1 John 4.19)
We are called to be generous in our love and care, because 
God is generous towards us. Our generosity is our response 
to the love of God.

[Might work well to move into the first hymn “Great God, your 

love has called us here” (Singing the Faith 499)]

A prayer of adoration 
Generous God,
you have given us more than our fair share of your love.
You have cared for our material and emotional needs.
You have forgiven us and welcomed us back when we went 
away.
You have shown us how to love unconditionally.
Generous God, we come to praise you today,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A prayer of adoration
Lord God,
how do we begin to express our praise?
Your greatness, your goodness, your glory are beyond 
words.
You are the source of all that is and all that shall be, 
God from beginning to end. 
Here and now you are at work by your Spirit, 
glorifying your Son, 
bringing your perfect purposes to fulfilment. 
Your might and majesty, power and dominion, 
glory and grace are beyond our understanding. 
Yet you delight in our praise.  
Our words are inadequate; 

A Generous Life

WE GIVE OF 
WHAT WE HAVE 
AND WHO WE 

ARE
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our thoughts cannot encompass all that you are 
and all that you have done for us.
Yet we would praise and glorify you. 
In Jesus you reveal yourself to us.  
Through Jesus the mystery of the divine life is in us. 
In the gift of his Spirit you are with us now.  
You are worthy of all that we would bring in worship  
and in praise.  
Accept the offering of our words and our thoughts, 
our prayers and praise in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

A prayer of thanksgiving (or of praise and 
rejoicing)
Great God
We rejoice that you are a great-hearted generous God:

- generous in love
- generous in giving
- generous without measure

and generous towards each one of us ...
whether it is in the extravagant beauty of creation;
whether it is the offering of Jesus (his life, his love, what 
he said, what he did, who he spent his time with and the 
life that was given up on the Cross)
whether it is in the gift of the Holy Spirit.

We praise you that your love knows no bounds,
and reaches out to each of us, this day and every day.

We respond to your love and seek to love and worship you
through our words, our actions and service.

In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

[It may be possible to illustrate this prayer with projected 
images, or even having the song “I love you Lord” (Mission Praise 
Combined 287) playing quietly underneath these words] 

A prayer of confession
How we grumble, generous God,
when the difficulties of today,
like clouds in summer,
obscure the constant light of your love.
How we grumble, patient God,
when all that is to be,
takes longer than we thought,
and the journey seems so long.
How we grumble, loving God,
when love is hard to bear,
to give and to receive.
Free us from our grumbles,
generous, patient, loving God,
and let our hearts be filled with praise.
For you feed us in the desert place,
and journey with us on our way.
Forgive us such a lack of vision,
and heal our inner sight,
that we may catch a glimpse of hope
that lifts our hearts to love.
Amen.

A prayer of confession
Generous God,
forgive us when we are short-sighted and blind to the 
needs of others;
forgive us when we are hard-hearted and calculate what 
we can give or what is convenient for us to share;  
forgive us when we are mean-spirited and interpret your 
calling in ways that suit our own interests and preferences 
rather than invite love;
forgive us when we selfishly follow the values of the world, 
rather than principles of your kingdom.
Heavenly Father, forgive us.

Out of love, Christ lived for you/us,
Out of love, Christ died for you/us,
Out of love, Christ forgives you/us.
Out of love, Christ says, ‘Follow me.’

Thanks be to God. 
Amen.

A prayer of intercession
Wisdom has built her house.
Lord, we gather as your family, 
in a place of shelter and welcome.
We pray for all in our neighbourhood 
who await your welcome through our friendship
or the welcome of our building.
Lord work through us
and make us welcoming. 

Wisdom has set her table.
Lord, we gather as your family, around your table.
Make us inclusive,
so that those of every age, young and old,
those of every nation and tongue,
those of every ability and talent,
those who weak and those who are strong,
may come and be together,
working for the good of all in this community.
Lord work through us
and make us welcoming. 

Wisdom calls, ‘You that are simple, turn in here’.
Lord, make us simple.
Help us to give a lead
in reducing the selfish expectations of the rich nations,
that there may be more for all.
Give us thankful hearts
and make us generous and hospitable.
Lord work through us
and make us simple. 

Wisdom says, ‘Lay aside immaturity, and live,
and walk in the way of insight’.
Lord, we pray for political leaders across the world,
that they may work for true justice and long-term goals.
Help them to resist the temptation of short-term,
electorally-driven quick fixes
and to work for justice and fairness for all.
Lord work through us
and make us wise. Amen. 
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An offertory prayer
Generous God,
as we offer you these our gifts of money,
asking that they may bear fruit for your kingdom,
so we offer you the gift of our lives,
asking that we may bear fruit for your kingdom
of justice and peace, freedom and fulfilment.
Amen.

A prayer for wealth wisdom 
Based on Psalm 49

Gracious, generous God, giver of all good gifts, 
we give you thanks for all that we enjoy. 
Give us the wisdom to deal prudently with what we have. 
We watch those who flaunt their possessions 
and we want more. 
We fear the troubled times 
and we hang on to what we have. 
We observe the successful 
and wonder about ourselves. 
Help us to be satisfied with what we have, 
kind to our neighbours 
and generous to those in need, 
so that we live as those ready to meet you, 
our Maker and our Saviour. 
Amen. 

A prayer for true fasting
Based on Isaiah 58.1-9a

Lord, day after day we seek you
and delight to know your ways:   
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke;
to share our bread with the hungry,
and bring shelter to the homeless poor 
and cover to the naked.
Lord, we are your children, 
hear us when we cry for help.
When you call, help us to say
‘Here I am’, 
so that we may be your hands and feet in the world.
Amen.

A prayer for all ages together
G iver of
E verlasting love,
N ear to us, though
E ternity cannot hold you;
R eceive us by your grace
O ur heavenly Father – 
U nder the protection of your love is where we long to
S tay.  
Amen.

A personal prayer 
Lord, you gave me all I have: 
the people, the talents, the interests and abilities. 
Who knows what I might find I am able to do. 
Help me to use my gifts of speech 
to support those who are vulnerable.
May I use my communication skills 
to give good news.
Make me generous with my possessions, 
that I may value them less than the friendship 
and company of those around me.
Most of all, Lord, 
help me to use my time wisely 
and to share it fruitfully with those who need it.
Let me never be too busy 
to help an elderly neighbour with their shopping, 
to advise a friend about homework 
or to enjoy a conversation with my family.
Amen.

A prayer of dismissal
May the love of God go with you from this place.
May God’s generosity dwell in your hearts,
and be reflected in 

your strengths and your weaknesses,
your talents and your faults,
your money,
your resources
your very selves.

And may that love transform you and the world 
around you.
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

IM
A

G
E: ©

 TH
IN

K
STO

C
K

.C
O

.U
K



8    Adult & All Age www.methodist.org.uk/agenerouslife    9

Respond to the Word
Be-attitudes today
Try to create some beatitude statements of your own that 
reflect what is going on at present in the local, national and 
international communities. 

Blessed are those who… God will…

Receiving and giving
Invite people to imagine a scenario where someone has 
been outstandingly good to them and helped them 
out; then to imagine a scenario where they might be 
outstandingly kind to someone else. 

Generous words
Turn to someone and say something really nice (and true!) 
about them. What do you learn by how they respond?

Hymns and songs
Songs in italics are suitable for all ages.
All numbers refer to Singing the Faith.

Isaiah 58.1-9

A charge to keep I have (658)

As servants working an estate whose owner is away (491)

As we gather in your presence now (609)

Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair (693)

I will speak out for those who have no voices (702)

The Church of Christ, in every age (415)

When I needed a neighbour, were you there, were you 
there? (256)

Where can we find you, Lord Jesus our Master? (672)

1 John 3.1-7

Earth’s creator, everyday God (45) e.g. vv.1-3, 5 & 11

God, beyond our dreams, you have stirred in us a memory 
(496)

Great God, your love has called us here (499)

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines in us (360)

Lord, the light of your love is shining (59)

Take my life, and let it be (566)

Take, oh take me as I am (781)

We give immortal praise to God the Father’s love (16)

2 Corinthians 9.6-15

A rich young man came seeking (243)

Brother, sister, let me serve you (611)

For the fruits of all creation (124)

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love (249)

Let earth and heaven agree (358)

Show me how to stand for justice (713)

Ubi caritas et amor (783)

Matthew 5.1-12

Blest are the pure in heart, for they shall see our God (244)

Blest are they, the poor in spirit (245)

Community of Christ, who make the Cross your own (681)

God! As with silent hearts (698)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might (785)

I hear the voice of Jesus say: ‘Come unto me and rest’ (248)

Make me a channel of your peace (707)

The peace of the earth be with you (774)

A Generous Life

A simple worship activity for all ages

‘The Christian cake’ is a term that 
could describe the last slice that 
everyone was too ‘Christian’ to take, 
so they kept cutting it in half. Pass 
round bowls containing a variety 
of sweets or fruit, though with not 
enough for everyone. When the 
bowls return, are they empty? Some 
have gone without – did they choose 
to or was there nothing left? How 
generous and self-denying are we when it comes to 
clothing the naked, housing the homeless and freeing 
the oppressed? We tend to be embarrassed to talk 
about our own generosity, but it is good to share acts 
of generosity that we have received. Encourage people 
to call out good things that others have done for them, 
or said to them, that have lifted their spirits.

A simple worship activity for all ages

Draw a simple mountain shape 
on a piece of paper that is large 
enough for everyone to see. 
Give out pastel-coloured sticky 
notes (e.g. grey, pale green) and 
pens and invite people to write 
on them some ‘Be-attitudes’ – 
attitudes that reflect God’s love 
for us and the way we can demonstrate God’s generous 
love in our daily living (e.g. be gentle, be fair). Use the 
notes and ideas to ‘build the mountain’. You might 
like to play the Sound of Music song, ‘Climb every 
mountain’, as people think of their ideas, write them 
down and stick their notes on the mountain. In the film, 
this song is sung by the Mother Abbess, as she helps 
Maria, the girl who discovers she is not cut out to be a 
nun, to work at the task of finding her true vocation. 

SUBSCRIBE TO ROOTS
To receive copies of ROOTS sent to you directly  
every two months, subscribe online at  
www.rootsontheweb.com, phone 0845 680 5317,  
or email rootssales@rootsontheweb.com. 
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When very young children are present
This play-based activity is for children who are too young 
to be part of separate age-appropriate children’s groups. 
It could be used in a crèche setting or by parents with 
their own children in a quiet corner. It could even be 
offered to parents as a suggestion to use at home. Tiny 
children appreciate repetition so the word-based activity 
can be used several times. The free play allows these small 
children to explore the ideas in a way that is appropriate 
for each of them. The adult role is to support rather than 
direct. 

This activity offers a chance to think about the Sermon 
on the Mount. 

You will need: toys that can be used by a number of 
children together, e.g. games or construction sets.

Share this short paraphrase and actions: 

Jesus went up a hill (pretend to climb). 
He sat down (sit) 
and started to teach his disciples (hold out your arms). 
One of the things he said was: ‘People who are kind to 
others will be happy, because God will be kind to them’ 
(reach out and hold hands with each other). 
Repeat so the children can join in.

Invite the children to play with the toys together, 
encouraging them to share and be kind to each other.

A Generous Life says:
As a discipleship movement shaped 
for mission, we are engaging with our 
generous God to: give more time, give 
more money, know more of what we are 
doing and can do to change the world.

“Do all the good you can, by all the means 
you can, in all the ways you can, in all the 
places you can, at all the times you can, to 
all the people you can, as long as ever you 
can.” JOHN WESLEY

God first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)

For more information  
and resources, go to:  

www.methodist.org.uk/agenerouslife

“We love because 
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God first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)

For the love of God,  
it’s time to be generous

It’s time to
  give more time – be available for 

others in our community

  give more money – make a difference 
with a gift to another person’s life

  change the world – one person at a 
time with our hearts and minds

For more information  
and resources, go to:  

www.methodist.org.uk/agenerouslife

As you will know, one of the big themes for this 
year is living A Generous Life. This is not just 
another fundraising appeal, although clearly 
stewardship of money is one aspect of how we 
live generously. But it’s more than that; our 
whole Church needs to receive the challenge 
to think about how we give: of our time, our 
money, ourselves. By living generously we grow 
as a discipleship movement shaped for mission. 
By thinking more about living generous lives, we 
grow as disciples of Christ. And by releasing funds 
and talents, we enable our participation in God’s 
mission. Living generously is not a mere slogan 
but is fundamental to what it means to be the 
Methodist Church in the twenty-first century, as 
we seek to live out the principles embedded in 
Our Calling. 

The Revd Dr Martyn Atkins
General Secretary and Secretary of the Conference
(extract from pastoral letter to ministers, March 2014)

A Generous Life

To spin the wheel of generosity go to:
www.methodist.org.uk/wheelofgenerosity
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Children & Young People
Planning
Bible readings 
Isaiah 58.1-9a,
2 Corinthians 9.6-15, 
I John 3.1-7,
Matthew 5.1-12

These readings provide an 
opportunity to: 

   bring together different facets 
of the Bible’s teaching about 
generosity

   explore the relationship between 
God’s gracious self-giving and our 
practice of generosity to others

   consider the link between justice 
and generosity.

Prepare your session
Read Matthew 5.1-12
and the Bible notes on page 14. 
Choose from the materials to suit 
the age range, length of session and 
preferences of your group. Integrate 
prayers and singing at appropriate 
moments. 

For shorter sessions, use the story 
opposite and on page 15, Make Jars of 
generosity.

Prayers
A responsorial prayer 
Settle the group in a circle and ask 
them to relax and prepare to pray. 
Explain that you will say a few words 
and pause, and in the pauses they 
may make their own silent prayers, 
finishing each short pause with the 
response line:
Help me to share your gifts with 
others. 

Loving and generous Father, 
we thank you for our wonderful world 
and for each person you have made.
Help me to share your gifts with 
others. 

We thank you for our families and 
friends, 
and pray that we will be a blessing  
to each of them.
Help me to share your gifts with 
others. 

We pray for the person on our left 
and the person on our right. 
that we might be generous and giving 
to all.
Help me to share your gifts with 
others. 
Amen.

A prayer activity
This prayer fits the rhythm of the song 
D-I-S-C-O 

See a performance at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=cxcbFFRYKS8

GEN-ER-O-SI-TY! GEN-ER-O-SI-TY!
God is good!
God’s so generous!
God is great!
God’s so giving!
God’s alive!
God is with us!
God has oh-oh-oh…
GEN-ER-O-SI-TY! GEN-ER-O-SI-TY!
Help us please
God in heaven!
To please you
God in heaven!
Then we’ll be…
God in heaven!
Generous, too!
Oh-oh-oh…GEN-ER-O-SI-TY! GEN-ER-
O-SI-TY!
Oh-oh-oh-oh-oh…A-A-MEN!!! 

Music
All numbers refer to Singing the Faith.

Always remember, never forget (70)

He became poor (344)

One more step (476)

Tell me who made all of creation (118)

Think of a world without any flowers 
(92)

With all my heart I thank you (602)

Would you walk by on the other side 
(257)
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Children & Young People Gather
Prepare the space
Around the room display pictures and 
items that show the generosity of God. 
These could be pictures of creation, of 
the variety and beauty of the world; 
pictures of family and friends, food 
and homes; pictures of Jesus healing 
people, pictures portraying love, and 
so on.

Gathering activity
Take a big basket of fruit and, as 
the children arrive, invite them to 
take something to eat. Find them 
somewhere comfy to sit, ask them 
how they are and take time to listen 
to what they say. When everyone has 
arrived, has been greeted and has 
received fruit, invite them to identify 
signs of all that God has given us. 
Discuss what the word ‘generous’ 
means.

Gathering prayer 
Come, generous God, 
and walk among us. 
Give us open hearts 
so that we can hear your word 
and live lives full of your love. 
Amen. 

Open the Word 
Based on Matthew 5.1-12

Bible notes on this reading and other 
readings relating to A Generous Life 
are on page 14.

With children 
Explain that, in this story, ‘blessed’ 
means something like ‘real happiness, 
even when life is hard’. Ask the 
children to jump up in the air every 
time they hear the word ‘blessed’. 

Talk about
After reading the Bible story to your 
group, use these discussion points.

    What do you like best about the 
story?

    What does the story tell us about 
God?

    What does the story say about us 
and about other people?

God’s blessing
One day, Jesus went up on the side of a mountain and sat 
down. His friends came to him, and he began to teach them. 
He said some surprising things. 

‘People are blessed when they know that they need God very, 
very much. 
The kingdom of heaven belongs to those people. 

People are blessed when they are sad and sorry. 
God will comfort them. 

People are blessed when they are humble. 
God will give them the earth. 

People are blessed when more than anything they want to do 
what God wants. 
God will fill them up with love. 

People are blessed when they are kind and merciful to others 
because God will be merciful to them. 

People are blessed when they are good and true, because they 
will see God. 

People are blessed when they work for peace, because God will 
call them his children. 

People are blessed when others are horrible to them when they 
do the things God wants them to do. The kingdom of heaven 
belongs to them.’

A Generous Life
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Bible study and response 
with young people
   Beforehand, read each of the 

passages. Read and print out a copy of 
the Bible study sheet for each group 
member. You could also read the Bible 
notes on the right.

   In the session, read the Bible 
passage together, look at the Bible 
notes and Make connections sections. 
Use this conversation spark to provoke 
first reactions from the group: Who 
do you think is a generous person? 
Describe someone real, famous or even 
fictional.

The Explore section guides 
individuals through the passage to 
discover what it might reveal to them. 

   Encourage people to respond to 
their discussion using the response 
activity below or the options on the 
next page.

Respond                YP 10 MINS 
Make a ‘Just because’ card to give to 
someone to show they are special.

You will need: cards, envelopes, 10p 
coins, strong glue, coloured pens or 
pencils.

   Explain that each person is going 
to make a ‘Just because’ card to give 
someone for no particular reason. 
Members of the group should decide 
for whom they are making the card 
and on the inside of the card write 
something nice about the recipient 
(e.g. you have a lovely smile or you 
make amazing cakes).

   On the front of the card they should 
stick a 10p coin and decorate round it 
(e.g. it could be the centre of a flower 
or the body of a figure).

   As the cards are made, invite people 
to talk about who their card is for 
and why, and more generally about 
random acts of kindness and how 
much they are appreciated.

Live in faith 
Make a list of acts of generosity that 
you can do this week. These may 
range from phone calls to washing 
someone’s car. Try and carry out an act 
of generosity for a different person 
every day.

God’s blessing
Bible notes 
Isaiah 58 was written after the Jews had returned from exile. Many of the 
people would have known real poverty and suffering but now they were 
quite comfortably off. Isaiah explains that generosity is about offering more 
than is deserved.

In his first letter, John reflects what a wonderful example of God’s love it is 
that we can be called God’s children. It is more than we are able to expect or 
deserve as we are not blameless. In first century Corinth, generosity of heart 
and spirit were rare. Those who could afford to give to the needy gave in the 
hope and expectation of gaining honour and respect.

To be blessed by God is to receive the grace and love that transforms lives. 
In the Beatitudes (Matthew 5.1-12), Jesus lists some of those who can expect 
such blessing. The blessings relate more to who people are rather than what 
they do, and are another example of the abounding generosity of God.

Make connections 
What is generosity? Is it generous to give lavishly in the expectation of 
something in return? Is the same gift from different people necessarily 
generous? Generosity is about more than financial giving. It is about our use 
of time and ways in which we serve our communities. There has been a move 
in recent years to ensure that those who receive ‘official honours’ are those 
who have given above and beyond what is expected of them.

Generosity can also be evident in the nature of a relationship. God’s 
generosity is not always shown through physical or tangible gifts but more 
by the love that is evident in the way God responds to us and our needs. God 
is always there for us and that is an example of God’s generosity which is 
more than we deserve or could expect.

Explore
You will need: paper and a pen per person. 

Play a game of ‘Justice or Generosity’. Describe some scenarios and ask 
whether each one shows justice or generosity. Begin with simple examples 
(e.g. a millionaire puts £500 in a Christian Aid envelope) and then use biblical 
examples (e.g. the parable of the Good Samaritan, Luke 10.25-37). Move on 
to examples from today’s passages (e.g. one of the Beatitudes).

Give everyone a piece of paper and a pencil and give them one minute to 
write down five ways in which God is generous.

Then give everyone two small pieces of paper. Invite them to create their 
own beatitude divided across the two papers: ‘Blessed are’ on one piece and 
‘They shall be’ on the other. Suggest they write one that is serious and one 
that is light-hearted or funny. Shuffle the papers, share them out again and 
discuss the outcomes.

A Generous Life



Respond to the Word  
Based on Matthew 5.1-12 See p.14 for 
ways of presenting the Bible reading.

Pray
Balloon prayers       VYC + C 10 MINS

A prayer activity that links personal 
and community thanksgiving for 
God’s generous gifts

You will need: luggage labels; a 
parachute or a large sheet; pens; 
balloons or small soft balls.

   Ask the group to think of some of 
the great things God has given them. 
Accept all suggestions.

   Write the suggestions on gift tags. 
Blow up lots of balloons and attach 
the written tags. If you have children 
who are worried by balloons attach 
the tags to small soft balls. 

   Put all the prayer balloons/balls on 
top of the parachute or sheet and ask 
two leaders to hold it up to form a 
canopy.

   Sit together beneath the parachute 
canopy and say ‘Thank you God for 
all that you give to us. Help us to 
be generous to others too.’ As you 
say ‘Amen’, release the balloons and 
celebrate God’s generosity.

Make
Jars of generosity   VYC + C 10 MINS 

A craft activity that helps us reflect on 
ways we can be generous with each 
other.

You will need: assorted glass food 
jars with lids; pieces of paper, 10cm x 
7cm in various colours; pens; luggage 
labels; stickers, ribbon, coloured tape 
or other items to decorate the jars

   Explain that being generous isn’t 
just about money and things, it is also 
about the way we behave and get on 
with each other. Making ‘Generosity 
jars’ will help us to think about this. 

   Invite each child to choose a jar that 
they like.

   Invite the children to think of one 
person they know and then to think 
of lots of great things about them.

   Ask them to write each of these 
wonderful things onto a separate slip 

of paper. They can use as many pieces 
of paper in whatever colour they like. 
Fold each piece of paper and put it 
into their chosen jar. If the jar gets 
full, that’s OK, they can squash the 
paper down.

   Invite the children to write a label 
with the recipient’s name and ‘Great 
things about you’, and fasten it to the 
jar. They can also decorate the jar with 
anything else they like.

   Encourage everyone to take their 
jar and give it to the person they have 
chosen next time they see them.

Play
Jelly beans       C 10 MINS

A game to explore the experience of 
being generous in a simple way

You will need: a large bag of jelly 
beans; a small plastic bag for each 
child; a way to display the instructions.

The instructions

1. If you meet anyone who has a 
yellow bean, give them one of your 
beans.

2. If you meet anyone with a green 
bean, give them two of your beans.

3. If you meet anyone with an orange 
bean, give them three of your beans.

   Give everyone 10 jelly beans of 
different randomly selected colours, in 
a small plastic bag. Instruct them not 
to eat any until you say they can. 

   Explain the instructions for the 
game (see above), and check that 
everyone understands them. Answer 
any questions that need clarification.

   Tell everyone to walk around the 
room, comparing their bean collection 
and giving away beans according to 
the instructions. Keep playing for 3 
minutes. 

   Ask everyone to sit down and count 
their beans. See who has the most, 
who has the least and how many 
people have none. Discuss what it 
felt like playing the game. Explain 
that being generous means that we 
give things away without expecting 
anything in return.

   To finish, encourage those with lots 
of beans to show their generosity by 
sharing with those who don’t have 
many. Then eat the beans!

Play 
Pass the parcel on

VYC + C + YP 10 MINS

A traditional party game with a twist 
that challenges us to be generous

You will need: a parcel (packets of 
raisins, sweets, bag of balloons to 
blow up) wrapped in many layers of 
paper with a small gift inside, labelled 
‘To be shared’; recorded music to play. 

   Play a game of Pass the parcel, 
but when the music stops, instead of 
unwrapping the parcel, whoever has 
it, has to give it away to someone else 
to unwrap. Even when you reach the 
final layer of paper, the parcel must be 
passed on for opening.

   When the last layer is opened, 
look at the sticker on the gift and 
encourage whoever wins the gift to 
share it with the rest of the group.

   Invite the children to talk about 
how it felt to pass the parcel on when 
they should have opened it. Explain 
that sometimes it costs to be generous 
in giving something away.
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A Generous Life

Send out
Live in faith
Invite the children to think of one 
thing they could do this week to 
be generous. Can they manage a 
generous act every day? Encourage 
them to share their ideas and agree 
that the next time you meet, you will 
all talk about how you got on. 

Pray
Generous God,
you have given us life.
Help us to give ourselves to the plans 
you have for our lives,
so that we might know life in all its 
fullness, as you promise.
Amen.

SUBSCRIBE TO ROOTS
To receive copies of ROOTS sent to you 
directly every two months, subscribe 
online at www.rootsontheweb.
com, phone 0845 680 5317, or email 
rootssales@rootsontheweb.com. 
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http://www.rootsontheweb.com


WWW.METHODIST.ORG.UK/AGENEROUSLIFE

D
e

sig
n

 an
d

 p
ro

d
u

ctio
n

: M
eth

o
d

ist Pu
b

lish
in

g
. ©

 Tru
stee

s fo
r M

eth
o

d
ist C

h
u

rch
 Pu

rp
o

se
s, 2014

. R
eg

istere
d

 ch
arity n

o
. 113220

8
G

L0
02-C

T-14

http://www.methodist.org.uk/agenerouslife

