
What is 3Generate and the BiG SleepOver?
3Generate is more than an event. The model we use for 
3Generate features a number of different access points for 
consultation and participation of children and young people 
across the Connexion. 
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3Generate
3Generate is the children and youth 
assembly of the Methodist Church for 
children and young people aged 8-23 years 
from across the Methodist Connexion.

It provides “an opportunity within the 
Methodist Church […] to hear and be 
informed by young people” (Standing 
Order 250 (2)).

The weekend is planned and shaped by children and young people, facilitated by their 
leaders in shaper groups before the event. (These groups shape both the programme and 
topic content.)

3Generate is packed with conversations, debates, indoor and outdoor activities, games, 
music, sport, crafts and challenges. And woven through the whole event are creative and 
different styles of worship and prayer experiences.

It is a chance for children and young people to speak out to the Church about the issues 
that affect them and to empower them to be Agents of Change in their home churches and 
communities.

Reports from the event are sent to 
the Methodist Conference, along with 
elected representatives from 3Generate.

A manifesto (from each of the three 
age groups) is created so that the 
whole Church can engage with the key 
outcomes from the conversations that 
take place at 3Generate.

The Youth President is elected at 
3Generate and youth representatives 
are elected for a number of roles (eg 
Methodist Council Rep, Conference 
Reps, British Youth Council Rep).
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#Wonderful
#Wonderful was the 2016 3Generate theme and was explored in different ways: 

  Wonderful me – we are wonderfully made, but what does it mean to be made in the image of God?

  Wonderful church – the Church is wonderfully made, but sometimes it doesn’t always feel like that. 
How can we make the Church the wonderful body that it was intended to be?

  Wonderful world – the world is wonderfully made by God, yet humans are damaging it. What can we 
do to keep the world beautiful as God intended?

  Wonderfully prophetic – how can we be confident and speak out and into the world?

You might want to pick one of these aspects as the central theme for your sleepover/event. You could 
create worship and prayer spaces, or facilitate conversations around the subject.

3Generate is not just an annual event
   Speak 

Conversations and engagement takes place with delegates of 3Generate during the event. After 
the weekend resources are provided to support other opportunities in local churches, circuits and 
districts that involve children and young people in conversation, and in the life of the church and 
their communities (eg 3Generate Manifestos (www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-
after-3generate/3generate-manifestos) and the 3Generate BiG SleepOver (www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/the-big-sleepover)).

   Hear 
Resources support the Connexion to engage in 3Generate 
Manifestos and the outcomes of the 3Generate Conference 
Report. There is also material (eg Voice Activated (www.
methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-
workers/downloadable-resources/voice-activated/voice-
activated-resource)) to help engage and facilitate children and 
young people in conversation in their local contexts.

   Respond 
There are tools and resources to support church leadership, 
children, family and youth workers empower children and 
young people to be disciples now and Agents of Change in 
their contexts, and help them play their full part in the life of 
the church and their communities as disciples.
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3Generate TV 
3GenTV is a YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/user/3GenerateTV) 
where you will find information relating to the 3Generate sessions. You 
could use these clips to supplement your sessions or as a discussion 
starter at your event. 

Be on 3GenTV!
If you have workshops at your sleepover, you could record an interview with those involved, where you share 
what was discussed and how people felt about the topic. Send them to us and we can add them to 3GenTV!

Agents of Change
Children and Young People after 3Generate are encouraged to return to their church and circuit, and 
become Agents of Change challenging the Church to support them in taking action and engaging with the 
issues raised in the manifestos. 

You can find resources to help you at www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/agent-of-change.

Youth representatives
Children and young people at 3Generate also elect representatives and a Youth President to take their issues 
to the wider Church and ecumenical forums. The youth reps and the Youth President can be invited to talk at 
events, circuit meetings, synods and district events. Details about youth reps can be found at  
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/getting-involved/reps.

Manifestos
Coming from each of the three age streams, the manifestos 
(www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-
3generate/3generate-manifestos) are a public declaration of 
views, opinions, and challenges from the delegates of 3Generate. 
They are a message to the Church and ask that the Church 
engages with the issues or topics raised, and supports children 
and young people to be Agents of Change. The manifestos are 
published in the January after 3Generate.

The invitation is extended to church leaders across the 
Connexion to engage with one or some of the topics in the 
manifestos and facilitate conversations with the whole Church, 
including children and young people. This could be at local 
church, circuit, district level.
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Conference report
The Youth President works together with the 
3Generate Reps to create a report to the Methodist 
Conference. This may include suggested 
resolutions that will be discussed and voted on by 
the Conference.

3Generate local
   BiG SleepOver  

(www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/the-big-sleepover)
Run your own event in your own church, circuit or district. There is support in organising the event and 
material to help you engage children and young people in conversations. Afterwards you can feed back 
to 3Generate what the hot topics are for your children and young people.

   Voice Activated  
(www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/
the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/voice-
activated) A resource packed with ideas and practical 
suggestions on how to facilitate all age conversations.

   Youth reps and the Youth President
Don’t forget you can invite the Youth President 
(www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/youth-
president) or the youth reps (www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/3generate/getting-involved/reps) to come 
along to your event.
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