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There are many ways that you can get take action for poverty .Learning about poverty 

and sharing your knowledge with others is perhaps a good first step.  

The internet offers an almost inexhaustible amount of resources for research and action. 

Below is an incomplete list of some of the major organisations, in the UK and overseas, 

that take action against poverty. They all offer information and insight into poverty and 

their particular focus of support, and they all offer ways in which you can get involved.  

Every little helps.  

From donating clothes to a local charity shop such as OXFAM, to buying birthday 

presents from presentaid.org, to writing letters to politicians, to joining campaigns and 

fundraising initiatives, to researching about poverty in today’s world, and to learning 

contemporary ways in which you can share insights into what life is like for the poorest 

amongst us. All proactive action has the potential to bring about positive change, and all 

of the websites below offer such opportunities. 

 

Below are some organisations and websites that provide excellent resources and 

help for exploring the topic of poverty. 

 

Methodist Action on Poverty and Justice 

www.methodist.org.uk/mission/connexional-grants/what-do-we-fund/methodist-

action-on-poverty-and-justice 

Methodist Action on Poverty and Justice* (SO1004) exists to promote the work of the 

Methodist Church in support of people affected by poverty and disadvantage. 

Applications for Methodist Action on Poverty and Justice (MAPJ) grants may be 

submitted by circuits or districts for up to 50% of the total project costs. 

 

JPIT: Joint Public Issues Team 

www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/social-justice/poverty-and-inequality  

The lies we tell ourselves: ending comfortable myths about poverty is a major report 

produced in conjunction with our friends at the Church of Scotland. It challenges the 

many widely accepted myths about those who live in poverty and is a major focus of our 

work on Poverty and Inequality. We believe that for justice to be done we must aim to 

develop a truthful understanding of poverty, its experience and its causes. 

The world should be equal and all should be valued, therefore poverty is 

unfair. We should all work together in community to tackle poverty in such 

ways as social action, good stewardship and appropriate challenges to 

society. 

 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/connexional-grants/what-do-we-fund/methodist-action-on-poverty-and-justice
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/connexional-grants/what-do-we-fund/methodist-action-on-poverty-and-justice
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/social-justice/poverty-and-inequality
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/truthandliesaboutpoverty/


 

Action for Children 

www.actionforchildren.org.uk  

The children's charity of the Methodist Church, Action for Children (formerly, NCH 

- National Children's Homes) has grown to become a leading children's charity running 

over 500 projects and working with more children and young people affected by poverty, 

disability and abuse than any other UK charity. 

 

Church Action on Poverty 

www.church-poverty.org.uk  

Church Action on Poverty is an ecumenical charity dedicated to tackling the root causes 

of poverty in the UK. They have a vision of a fairer society with a narrower gap between 

rich and poor. 

 

Poverty Child 

https://povertychild.org  

No child should have to experience the cruel realities of living on the street. This belief is 

what has driven Poverty Child to tackle child poverty since 2013, in developing countries 

that have witnessed unprecedented expansion in urban slum communities. Its dream is 

to see a world where no child finds themselves in poverty or needs protection from it. 

Their goal is to improve the lives of 1 million children over the next 10 years to give 

them the opportunity to create a life they deserve. 

 

OXFAM 

www.oxfam.org.uk  

Oxfam is a movement of millions of people, all working towards one goal - an end to 

poverty for everyone. Oxfam’s website offers an extensive amount of resources, 

campaign ideas, consumer opportunities and information, including the ongoing Make 

Poverty History campaign. 

 

Comic Relief 

www.comicrelief.com   

www.rednoseday.com   

www.sportrelief.com   

Comic Relief is a major charity, based in the UK, which strives to create a just world, free 

from poverty. It will just about anything to see that vision become a reality and its mission 

is to drive positive change through the power of entertainment. Since Comic Relief first 

set up shop in 1985, it has raised millions of pounds through two big fundraising 

campaigns – Red Nose Day and Sport Relief. That money is spent in the best possible 

way to tackle the root causes of poverty and social injustice. Comic Relief uses the 

power of its brand to raise awareness of the issues that we care most about.  

 

Theirworld 

http://theirworld.org  

Theirworld is a global children’s charity committed to giving the most vulnerable children 

and young people a brighter future in their world. It leads a number of campaigns to 

create global change and bring better health and education to the most vulnerable 

children, and runs innovative projects to pilot new ideas and build life-changing 

opportunities. 

http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/
http://www.church-poverty.org.uk/
https://povertychild.org/
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/
http://www.comicrelief.com/
http://www.rednoseday.com/
http://www.sportrelief.com/
http://www.rednoseday.com/
http://www.sportrelief.com/
http://theirworld.org/


 

Christian Aid 

www.christianaid.org.uk  

Christian Aid is a Christian organisation that insists the world can and must be swiftly 

changed to one where everyone can live a full life, free from poverty. It provides urgent, 

practical and effective assistance where need is great, tackling the effects of poverty as 

well as its root causes. The website hosts a huge array of resources, information, 

campaigns, events, fundraising and volunteer opportunities. 

 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) 

www.jrf.org.uk/report/we-can-solve-poverty-uk  

JRF is calling for a long-term deal between individuals, the state, and business so that, 

no matter where people live, everyone has the chance of a decent and secure life. JRF’s 

website holds a wealth of information, research, funding opportunities, events and jobs. 

  

The Hunger Project 

www.thehungerproject.org.uk/   

The Hunger Project is a global, non-profit, strategic organisation committed to the 

sustainable end of world hunger. Its website hosts information, events, videos, 

experiential challenges and fundraising opportunities with The Hunger Project. 

 

World Villages 

www.worldvillages.org.uk   

World Villages for Children, founded by Father Aloysius Schwartz in the 1960’s, provides 

financial support to the charity programmes of the Sisters of Mary in the Philippines, 

South Korea, Mexico, Guatemala, Brazil and Honduras. The Sisters of Mary are an 

independent, Christian humanitarian institution devoted to helping the poor in the 

developing world. They have established schools - the majority of which are boarding 

schools - for the children of the poorest families. They give them free food, care, and 

shelter as well as quality education, and vocational training tailored to the skill needs of 

the local economy. 

 

Hand in Hand International 

www.handinhandinternational.org  

Hand in Hand fights poverty with grassroots entrepreneurship. Its goal is to create 3.7 

million jobs by March 2021, in accordance with its Strategic Plan. 

 

Water.org 

https://water.org/   

Water.org believes water is the way: To break the cycle of poverty. To protect and save 

lives. To make a bright future possible for all. 

 

Child Poverty Action Group 

www.cpag.org.uk  

Child Poverty Action Group works on behalf of the one in four children in the UK growing 

up in poverty. They develop and campaign for policy solutions to end child poverty. They 

also provide accurate information, training and advice to the people who work with 

struggling families, to make sure they get the financial support they need and carry out 

high profile legal work to establish and confirm families’ rights. 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
http://www.jrf.org.uk/report/we-can-solve-poverty-uk
http://www.thehungerproject.org.uk/
http://www.worldvillages.org.uk/
https://about_us/the_sisters_of_mary/
https://about_us/the_sisters_of_mary/
http://www.handinhandinternational.org/
https://water.org/
http://www.cpag.org.uk/
http://cpag.org.uk/policy-and-campaigns
http://www.shop.cpag.org.uk/
http://cpag.org.uk/training
http://cpag.org.uk/welfare-rights
http://cpag.org.uk/test-cases/about


 

End Poverty 

http://endpoverty.org  

End Poverty works through a network of Christian faith-based, locally-led development 

organisations around the world. It strongly believes in developing indigenous leadership 

and its local partners and staff have a unique understanding of the culture of the poor 

communities they serve in. 

 

Action Aid 

www.actionaid.org.uk  

ActionAid is an international charity working in over 45 countries. It works with the 

poorest women and girls in the world, changing their lives for good. 

 

Health Poverty Action 

www.healthpovertyaction.org  

Health Poverty Action works to strengthen poor and marginalised people in their struggle 

for health. Its work falls into four broad categories: in-country development programmes, 

influencing policy and practice, responding to emergencies, providing consultancy and 

other contracted services. 

 

Action On Poverty (APT) 

http://aptuk.org.uk  

APT is a small, UK-based, specialised organisation that focuses on building self-reliance 

and enterprise. It combines practical help with tackling the root causes of poverty and 

works with diverse partners, making the most of joint expertise. 

 

Global Justice Now 

www.globaljustice.org.uk  

Global Justice Now is a democratic social justice organisation working as part of a global 

movement to challenge the powerful and create a more just and equal world. It mobilises 

people in the UK for change via, for example, offering advice and templates on how to 

email your local MP, and they act in solidarity with those fighting injustice, particularly in 

the global south. They used to be the World Development Movement. 

 

World Relief 

www.worldrelief.org  

Beginning in 1944, World Relief was established by the National Association of 

Evangelicals as a response to the Humanitarian Crisis in Europe after World War II. Its 

roots are planted in the most effective methods of relief and development as it partners 

with local churches around the world to empower families and communities in times of 

tragedy, sickness, conflict and poverty. 

 

United World Schools 

www.unitedworldschools.org  

UWS wholeheartedly subscribes to the ‘Global Education First Initiative’ (GEFI), a new 

UN global initiative that believes that educating children is key to ensuring a country’s 

long-term development, prosperity and independence. An educated population helps 

bring about a more vibrant civil society, as well as increasing the numbers of people 

http://endpoverty.org/
http://www.actionaid.org.uk/
http://www.healthpovertyaction.org/
http://aptuk.org.uk/
http://www.globaljustice.org.uk/
http://www.worldrelief.org/
http://www.unitedworldschools.org/
http://www.globaleducationfirst.org/


available to offer their skills, knowledge and expertise to support the development of their 

communities. 

 

BBC Children in Need 

www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk  

BBC Children in Need is the BBC's UK corporate charity. Through an annual televised 

fundraising event (featuring Pudsey Bear!) and fundraising projects throughout the year, 

it provides grants to projects in the UK that focus on children and young people who are 

disadvantaged; children in poverty and deprivation; children who have been the victims 

of abuse or neglect, and young people with disabilities. 

http://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/

