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Introducing
the Magazine

Welcome to our new-look magazine!
We hope you will enjoy catching up with our latest news.
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We would like to thank Rev.
Phillip Hewett who has edited
the New Room’s newsletter for
the last five years and who has
done a great job!  As he passes
on the role to our new editorial
team, we would like to thank
Phil for all his hard work and
patience. Phil will continue to
write articles for future
magazines.
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The main contract for
the new building was awarded to
Beard Construction Ltd, based in
Swindon and Bristol.  The contract
has a value of a little over £2
million. Work was originally due to
start in November, but unfortunately
delays in isolating the gas main
running beneath  the middle of the
site  meant a proper start didn’t take
place until 4 January. The
anticipated completion date is now
the end of February 2017.

Site clearance has been completed.
Work has just started on piling and
foundations, unfortunately one of
the noisiest and dirtiest parts of the
programme!

The contractor has based himself in
Old King Street Court and intends
all deliveries and removals to take
place through the Horsefair arch.
The intention is to create the
minimum possible disruption in the
chapel itself, and hopefully, any
temporary closures can be avoided
or kept to a minimum.

One recent difficulty we have had to
deal with was an unanticipated loss
of heating on the top floor (caused
by an inadequate pump), and we
must apologize to those hardy
stewards who have braved sitting in
a cold room.  At the time of writing,
we hope this issue will be resolved
by the end of February.

A series of administrative issues still
have to be progressed and
completed. These include
compliance with outstanding
planning conditions and rights to

light contracts.  We are currently
expecting to keep on top of these
essential matters.

Café and visitor
facilities
We are now looking at the detail of
a number of finishing items, e.g. the
café, kitchen and shop where the
ambience and presentation of these
areas will be crucial to the
attractiveness to visitors, and hence
to the success of the whole project.
We are still open to any ideas from
stewards on how to finalize these
details, and in particular, how the
café should look and operate.  We
are also starting to finalize such
matters as the layout and furnishing
of the library, education room and
offices, and the most effectively
data and wi-fi facilities.

Museum
The design and installation of the
museum is being dealt with under a
separate contract – this time with a
Bristol based company called “Cod
Steaks Ltd” . Each of the 12
preachers’ rooms will present a
different aspect of the Wesleys and
some exciting and innovative ideas
are already emerging. Gary Best,
our Warden, is the main “script
writer”, and the Cod Steaks design
team will then interpret how to
present this story in the most
effective way.  Mandy Briggs, our
Education Officer, has been
working with them in a number of

workshops with schools to gauge
their reaction to our initial ideas.
This has given us invaluable feed-
back.

Looking forward
The museum installation is planned
for the period November ‘16 –
March ’17, which means the current
museum will have to close in the
Autumn.  Our current plans are to
open the whole new premises
around Easter 2017, with a formal
opening in early Summer.

Horsefair Project Update
by Mike Rose,Deputy Warden

The New Room now has two
Deputy Wardens —both
called ‘Mike’!

 Both are regularly on the
premises, and the future of
the Horsefair Project is
assured because of their
dedication alongside the
management team.
Many thanks, Mike!

At long last, building work in the Horsefair Courtyard has started and it is becoming very evident!
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Mike Culshaw explained
his specific roles in the Autumn
magazine, I am the other Mike.

I also officially became a Deputy
Warden and a Trustee in September
2014. I am a member of the Bristol
District Policy Committee and
worship at Nailsea Church (where of
course I knew Mandy Briggs in her
previous role).

I first became associated with the
New Room in 2012 when (in a
moment of foolhardiness!) I
mentioned to Ward Jones that I had
some experience in property
development and project
management, and did the Trustees
need any helpful advice with their
proposed new development?! I was
approaching retirement, having
worked for many years in Bristol as a
Chartered Surveyor. It wasn’t very
long before I was invited to join the
existing team.

My principal role at the New Room is
as Project Co-ordinator for the
Horsefair Project. This includes all
aspects of design, planning and
building, but also more esoteric
matters such as Right to Light
analysis, drainage easements and
Party Wall Awards. Developing in
such a confined site, and alongside a
Grade 1 listed building brings many
quite difficult, but fascinating
problems to overcome. So far our
team of (mainly) volunteers,
supported by our paid professional
advisors are just about keeping on
top of things. We pray this will
continue until the end of the project!

The Horsefair Project, of course, is
not just about bricks and mortar.
Inspired by the dreams of our
management group, and prompted
by the Heritage Lottery Fund
mentors, the Project Team has also
spent many hours devising and
polishing our ideas for what will
actually happen in the new premises.
Lots of exciting ideas are starting to
emerge – the new museum, the
education facilities, the ability to
reach out to a much wider audience,
more scope for activities in the
Chapel itself – are all taking up much
time and thought.
We are also very much aware that
the HLF grant actually covers a 5
year timescale, and we have to
justify a 5 year business plan which
shows the New Room becoming
financially independent by 2020.

All in all, this is quite enough to keep
me busy for some time yet, and I am
still trying to find time to meet and
talk to many of our stewards. We will
almost certainly be looking for more
help from individual stewards with
specific skills and enthusiasms over
the next 12 months.
Watch this space!

More about Mike Rose

The Horsefair Project is the most ambitious building project at the New Room since
1748 when the chapel was enlarged. Other developments over the years have
included the restoration of the New Room in 1929, the opening of the Horsefair
Courtyard in the 1930s and the transformation of the Broadmead Courtyard into an
attractive garden and seating area in 2011.
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As I start writing my first ever
feature for the New Room
magazine, I do so after having
made a cup of tea and in the
process meeting with David
(Weeks) in the kitchen.  After
asking David what he was working
on in the library I gratefully received
a mini potted history of some
aspects of Methodist history with
regards to the Primitive Methodists,
United Methodists and the
construction of the Ebenezer
chapel next to the New Room.

What keeps on surprising me as I
develop my knowledge and
understanding of the history and
story of Methodism and the New
Room is that it is not only a
fascinating narrative on faith, belief,
equality, education and justice but it
is also a narrative on strong
personal conviction, human nature
and how as human beings we all
interpret things differently.  It is a
story of individuals going against
the status quo and advocating for
what they believe in.

All these narrative strands make
the New Room a universal story
where one does not necessarily
have to be a Methodist, Christian or
person of faith to understand,
appreciate and have a connection
with.  It is these universal themes
which I will be exploring with
different community groups and
which will act as our olive branch to
communities who might not think
the New Room is a space or story

for them.  It is my role to go out to
different communities in Bristol and
share the fact we have this brilliant
story and the fact we have a living,
ongoing story.

My chat with David is also
demonstrative of one of the things I
have really enjoyed in my first six
weeks at the New Room - meeting
everyone in the New Room
community.  Everyone has a
fascinating story, vast knowledge
and a passion and commitment to
the New Room which is reflected in
the way people generously
contribute their time, energy and
efforts.  I am really looking forward
to working closely with the
Stewards as I eventually take over
the momentous task of organising
the Stewards rota from Constance,
who has been doing an outstanding
job for a very long time.

Another thing that has also made a
strong impression on me is that it
doesn’t take long for people to
enter the New Room and remark
how special, atmospheric and
unique the space is.  My aim is to
encourage many more people to
enter our space and experience
this.  However, before people enter
our space, I need to go out and
build relationships with groups and
organisations so as to increase
awareness of who we are and to
start building bridges and
relationships and this is something I
will concentrate on in the coming
months.

My role is to tease out what needs
groups have to engage with us, is it
that they are striving to develop
new skills and knowledge, or is it
that they want to gain confidence
meeting new people and being put
in new environments?  I will keep
you all posted with what I discover
in the coming months as I meet
with people and explore how
partnerships, relationships and
bridges can be made.  I have
already had some interesting
discussions with Creative Bristol
Youth Network, Salaam Shalom,
Barton Hill Settlement Trust and
Bristol City of Sanctuary.

For those who I haven’t met yet and
want to know a bit more about me -
I am a born and bred Bristolian, but
I have been living in Cardiff for the
last five years where I have been
working at the Cardiff Story
Museum as their Community
Curator and later their Learning and
Outreach Officer.  Before this I was
at the SS Great Britain Trust as
their Project Officer and Volunteer
Coordinator for a Heritage Lottery
funded Oral History project
celebrating the 40th anniversary of
the return and salvage of the ship
from the Falklands.

I am now in the process of moving
back to Bristol and l am looking
forward to reacquainting myself
with the city where I grew up, by
going out and building relationships
with its many diverse communities.

Meet the Community
Engagement Officer
by Lucie Connors
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The work begins
Groundbreaking at The New Room

An expectant crowd gathered
in The New Room on November 10th 2015 to
witness the formal ground breaking
ceremony, marking the start of work on the
Horsefair Project.

The Chairman of the New Room Trustees,
the Revd Ward Jones, led a short service of
dedication and commitment inside the chapel
before leading those who had gathered out
into the courtyard. There, he and Warden
Gary Best used a spade to break the ground
in a symbolic act to mark the beginning of the
building work.  Both Ward and Gary told the
assembled supporters that this new project
would be significant for the Methodist Church
and for the city of Bristol.
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and continues

The unpopular outside toilets in
the Broadmead Courtyard have
been removed.

Firm foundations -concrete
piles drilled deep into the
ground will support the new
buildings

The statue of Charles Wesley
has been removed from the
courtyard and transported to
safe storage near Bath.

Charles will be restored
before returning to a more
prominent position in the
visitors’ centre in 2017.
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I am very excited that
the new Visitors’ Centre is now
underway but the Horsefair Project
is, of course, about far more than
having a new building - it’s about
reaching out to people and
communicating why John and
Charles Wesley were so important
and why John’s messages in
particular are still relevant today. The
appointment of our Education and
Outreach Officer and our Community
Engagement Officer are welcome
steps in that direction and they are
already beginning to make a big
difference in what we currently do
and are planning to do. Much of my
time at present is being spent
developing the new Museum and
one of the things that  has emerged
very quickly in recent weeks is just
how much Wesley can challenge
people’s political thinking.

John Wesley is often seen as either
paying no attention to politics or
being very conservative. Neither of
those views is really accurate. It is
true that Wesley did not look very
often to Parliament to resolve the
issue facing the nation but that was
largely because he was disappointed
in the way it functioned. After hearing
it debate he commented: ‘I had
frequently heard that this was the
most venerable assembly in
England. But how was I
disappointed!’  Some of us watching
Parliament today on television might
echo that! His reputation as a
conservative largely stems from the
fact he believed in the divine right of
kings and hated republicanism. It
was one of the reasons why he
opposed both the American War of
Independence and the French
Revolution. However, Edmund

Gibson, the Bishop of London, was
shocked by what he saw as
Wesley’s attachment to ‘the rabble’,
and throughout his life Wesley
campaigned for human rights in such
a way that one can easily see why
the early trade union movement and
the labour party owed so much to
Methodism. There was more of the
radical than the conservative in
Wesley.

In this and the next newsletter I
propose to explore what might be
described as the ten main points in
Wesley’s Political Manifesto:

Part One

First - and foremost - reduce the
gap between rich and poor

Wesley thought poverty ‘contracts
and depresses the mind’ and he said
it was a disgrace that in such an
affluent country, abounding with ‘all
the necessities, the conveniences,

the superfluities of life’, there was so
much squalor and vice. He was not
popular among the upper classes
because he constantly challenged
their rich way of life: ‘In seeking
happiness from riches, you are only
striving to drink out of empty cups.
And let them be painted and gilded
ever so finely, they are empty still.’

Rather than involving himself in
political debates about what the state
should be doing, he chose to make
an appeal to individuals, whatever
their personal circumstances, to
search their conscience and to help
the poor in the community where
they lived. He was happy to endorse
the work of charities but his
emphasis was on the value of
personal giving and personal action.
He refused in that process to
distinguish between the ‘deserving’
and the ‘undeserving’ poor -
everyone was a child of God, even
the ungrateful or the repulsive. He
said a person’s charitable giving

John Wesley’s
Political Manifesto
by Gary Martin Best, Warden
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should - like the love of God - ‘soar
above all scanty bounds, embracing
neighbours and strangers, friends
and enemies; yea, not only the good
and gentle, but also the forward, the
evil, and the unthankful’.

Wesley saw the impact of the
agricultural and industrial revolutions
and the emergence of a society
based increasingly on consumerism.
All these created less concern for the
welfare of individuals and placed
instead an emphasis on profit and
class and fashion. He attacked the
agricultural monopolies that
artificially kept food prices high
because he knew workers’ wages
were not keeping pace with food
costs. He thought the price of meat
could be cut by developing better
breeds of cattle and sheep, the price
of oats reduced by banning the
nobility’s excessive keeping of
horses (which consumed the grain
required by the poor), and the price
of wheat lowered by banning its use
in distilling. He urged the rich to stop
‘the amazing waste’ allowed in their
kitchens.

He advocated increasing taxes on
luxury goods and making significant
cuts in military and naval expenditure
so the government could both cut
taxes and divert money to domestic
needs.

Wesley wanted a society that was
primarily based on upholding values.
He constantly stressed the
importance of responsibility and
fairness in a society he saw cursed
by the lust for money, and he
despised consumerism, especially

that which was related to expensive
fashion.

He placed his emphasis on living
simply and being ‘content with what
plain nature requires’. In all of this he
set his followers a personal example,
saying:

 ‘What is money to me? Dung and
dross’ and refusing to waste money
on wearing a fashionable wig.’

When his income was £30 per year
he lived on £28 and gave away £2.
When, largely through the sale of his
books, he had £60 per year he gave
away £32. Even when he had £120
per year he retained only £28 for his
personal use.

2. Seek to ensure full
employment and discourage
idleness

The so-called Protestant work ethic
has become unpopular in an age
when people place more emphasis
on rights rather than duties, on
leisure rather than responsibility, on
what the state and society should do
for us rather than what we should do
for others. But Wesley understood
that we add worth to our lives by
being doers and not just takers. He
thought rich and poor alike should be
contributors to society. One aspect
of that was having a job to do
throughout your working life. He
never criticised the labouring classes
for their idleness or indiscipline, but
he did focus on what we would term
today the dignity of work: ‘It is
impossible for an idle man to be a
good man…. Without industry we are
fit neither for this world nor the world
to come’.

For that reason providing work
opportunities was high on Wesley’s
agenda. On a number of occasions
he wrote in his journal of raising
money to employ people and he set
up a scheme to lend people money if
they had ideas on how to create a
new business.

For example, James Leckington was
just a cobbler when he borrowed £5
from Wesley to start a bookshop and
he ended up running the largest
second-hand one in London with an
annual profit of £5,000. Wesley

believed it was the right of every
person to add worth to their lives by
being a doer and not just a taker. In
this context he told his followers:  ‘Be
active, be diligent, avoid all laziness,
sloth, indolence…. Never leave
anything till tomorrow which you can
do today’. Wesley’s definition of
employment extended beyond what
you did to earn a living. It also
included an expectation that
everyone would make a regular
contribution to helping others who
were less fortunate. One of the
questions he asked his followers to
repeatedly ask themselves was:
‘Have I embraced every probable
opportunity of doing good, and
preventing, removing, or lessening
evil?’

One witness of the community work
undertaken by the early Methodists
wrote this:
‘Mr. Wesley’s people think that they
cannot love their neighbour as
themselves without endeavouring to
find out every possible way by which
they may be serviceable to the souls
and bodies of their fellow-creatures.
In London and Bristol, and I believe
in other places, some of their
society…. endeavour to find out
poor, distressed objects who are
confined to their beds by diseases in
poorhouses, prisons, lodging-
houses, dirty lanes, alleys,etc.
These poor, forsaken outcasts of
society they instruct, exhort, pray
with, etc.  To objects most in want
they give money. Perhaps there
cannot be any labour of love more
praiseworthy, or more deserving of
encouragement, as great numbers of
such poor, destitute wretches may at
all times be found languishing in a
forlorn state, and generally die
without anyone caring for them: for
none but such as are filled with the
love of God and man will ever go into
such places and habitations…. I
have witnessed their cheerful
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performance of this  great duty….
No labour, however disagreeable
or hazardous to health or life, is too
much to be performed by such as
are thoroughly impressed with the
worth of an immortal soul…. Those
people, when employed in such
work as this, which to flesh and
blood is not only irksome but
shocking, yet would not have
exchanged the pleasure which
they found in it for any earthly
enjoyment’.

3. Introduce a living wage

Wesley was horrified that those
who were in work were often not
paid enough to feed themselves or
their families properly: ‘How many
are there in this Christian country
that toil, and labor, and sweat…
but struggle with weariness and
hunger together? Is it not worse for
one, after a hard days labor, to
come back to a poor, cold, dirty,
uncomfortable lodging, and to find
there not even the food which is
needful to repair his wasted
strength?’

4. Offer everyone of every
age the best possible
education

In many ways Wesley was first and
foremost a teacher . Education was
the means by which individuals
and society could become better. It
was not about creating a better
workforce or ensuring everyone
went to university or education for
education’s sake. It was about
creating a mindset: ‘The end of
education….[is to] help us discover
every false judgement of our
minds, and to subdue every wrong
passion in our hearts… [and] to
understand as much as we are
able .’

He advised parents on how best to
educate their children. He created
schools and, in the case of
Kingswood School, designed its
curriculum, wrote its textbooks, and
selected its teachers. He believed
in high academic standards
because he thought each child
deserved the best, but he also told
his teachers that there was more to
education than books: they were

never to forget that ‘an ounce of
love is worth a pound of
knowledge’ and never to forget that
education was about acquiring
wisdom not information. First and
foremost, Wesley understood that
education is a life-long process
and he spent much of his life
promoting various forms of adult
education. His many books (of
which his sermons are just a tiny
part!) were part of that process. It
is probably fair to say that no
political party today has anything
like his emphasis on the
importance of adult education.

Wesley said: ‘I continue to
dream… [of the time when the
potential of] each person can be
unleashed.’ The education he
promoted through his writings has
some key characteristics:
a questioning approach which
searches for the real truth and not
just what may be socially,
politically, or culturally acceptable;

the affirmation of wisdom and
humility as valid objectives of the
educational experience;

an appreciation of the importance
of forgiveness, reconciliation, and
renewal;

a passion for justice combined with
indignation at prejudice and
intolerance in whatever form that
takes;

a recognition of the importance of
self-knowledge and self-esteem,
combined with an equal
understanding of the importance of
community;

an understanding of the concept of
service;

a refusal to accept that things have
to be the way they are.

None of these are measurable by
the league tables and constant
types of assessment favoured
today. It would be good if some of
our political parties took a more
value-driven approach to their
educational manifestoes, rather
than paying lip-service to this by
occasional talk of encouraging
people to be ‘good citizens’.
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The second part of this
article will feature in the
next Newsletter.

 It will cover the
remaining five points in
Wesley’s political
manifesto: promoting
equal treatment for
women, ending all forms
of enslavement, avoiding
war, promoting a world
view, and caring for the
environment.

The Warden is writing a
full history of the New
Room which will
include many stories
and little-known facts
about the early
Methodists who shared
John Wesley’s mission.

5. Encourage tolerance

Religious intolerance has been the
cause of many horrible acts and
terrible wars over the centuries - and
it still is. The more secular-minded
sometimes choose to forget that the
same is true of political intolerance -
witness, for example, what was and is
done in the name of fascism or
communism. There is also what might
be termed a social intolerance that
classifies certain people as
undesirable. Wesley spent much of
his time asking people to show more
religious tolerance (especially
towards the Catholics) , more political
tolerance (especially towards the
colonies and during election
campaigns), and more social
tolerance (towards the poor and
especially towards those in debt and
in prison). He also campaigned
constantly against the intolerance
that arises from prejudice.

In promoting such tolerance, he
spoke from personal experience of

the evils of intolerance. He knew what
it was like to be on the receiving end
of other people’s hate because he
had been regularly vilified in the press
and faced the mob on an almost daily
basis for many years. However, the
tolerance that Wesley wanted is not
that which says all views and beliefs
are of equal worth.

It is also not the tolerance that lets
people get away with saying and
doing things that are wrong. Wesley
was very outspoken about views and
beliefs that he thought were incorrect
and to the things that he thought
caused suffering and pain, such as
greed and selfishness. He frequently
expressed his contempt for those
who promoted the wrong values and
led people astray and, among his
contemporaries, he had a reputation
for speaking his mind, often quite
bluntly. He told his followers to
similarly  ‘speak everything that is in
your heart without exception, without
disguise, and without reserve’.
Many society members lost their
membership for not believing the right
things or not living up to what he
expected of them!

The tolerance Wesley wanted is
therefore best expressed in a remark
he made about Christians being
tolerant towards other Christians who
did not share their views: ‘Although
every man necessarily believes that
every particular opinion that he holds
is true, yet no man can be assured

that all his opinions taken together
are true…. Every wise man …[only
asks]: ‘Is thy heart right with
God?….Is thy faith filled with the
energy of love?…. Is thy heart right
toward thy neighbour?…’ If it be, give
me thy hand. I do not mean, ‘Be of
my opinion’….I do not mean,
‘Embrace my modes of worship’….
Let these smaller points stand
aside….I mean….love me…as a
brother in Christ’.

Elsewhere he said this more
succinctly: ‘Though we cannot think
alike, may we not love alike? May we
not be of one heart, though we are
not of one opinion?’

However much Wesley hated what
some people believed or did, he
knew it was important to remain in
open dialogue with them and to never
forget Christ’s call to show love to
everyone. He loudly declared that
abuse and violence and expressing
hatred of a person run counter to the
gospel of Christ and that our
relationship with others - even our
opponents - should be marked by its
‘gentleness, tenderness, sweetness,
humanity, courtesy, and affability’. If
we disagree with another person’s
belief or behaviour that had to be
expressed with ‘tenderness of phrase
and manner’ and only if ‘it was
necessary to some particular good’.
Because he was human, sometime
Wesley failed to live up to this in his
dealings with certain individuals, but it
remained his goal. He knew what a
better place the world would be if
everyone attained a deep rooted
tolerance that enabled them to
surmount any personal animosity and
the prejudices of their day whilst
never making them lose sight of the
truths that truly matter.
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Population

The population of England almost
doubled, to 9 million, in the course of
the century.  This growth was in the
larger towns of the Midlands and the
North. Bristol, which had been
Britain’s largest city after London,
had a population of 68,000 by 1800.
But it had been overtaken by
Liverpool (77,000), Birmingham
(73,000), and Manchester (70,000).
Housebuilding did not keep up with
the growth in population and there
was massive over-crowding with
many families living in one room.
Half the country lived at subsistence
level.  Many had trouble finding their
next meal or a warm place to sleep.

Agriculture and Industry

Until the eighteenth century, most
people lived in the countryside and
made their living by farming.
Farmers cultivated strips of land
around their village or kept animals

on common land.  Owning land was
the main source of wealth and
power.During the eighteenth century
the pattern slowly changed.
Traditional strip farming disappeared
with the enclosure of land, while new
methods of sowing and harvesting,
and selective breeding, improved
productivity.
Following closely behind the
agricultural changes, mining and
manufacturing became increasing
sources of wealth.  Britain led the
world in industrialisation, and the
innovations of British engineers such
as Thomas Newcomen (1663-1729),
James Watt (1736-1819) and
Richard Arkwright (1732-1792)
brought steam engines and water
power to drive factories in towns and
cities throughout the land.

Transport

Few people travelled any distance.
Few roads were paved or
signposted.  In wet weather these

tracks became boggy and
impassable to wheeled vehicles.
Horses were the most reliable form
of transport.

From 1663, turnpikes were created
by Act of Parliament and, by the end
of the 18th century, there was an
almost complete national network of
roads, including milestones and sign
posts.  These cut journey times
dramatically -a four day journey in
1754 took a day in 1784.

Goods were generally transported by
river and sea.  Canal building in the
latter part of the century had hardly
become a national force when
railways overtook them.

To be continued

The Eighteenth Century:
The World of the Wesleys

by Phil Hewett

Part 1
Introduction: England and
the Wesleys

The world of the Wesleys
spans almost the whole of the 18th
century.  The background to the
Wesley’s mission and the
evangelical revival lies in the story of
England in the eighteenth century.

This is a shortened version of a
series of talks given by the Warden
of the New Room, Gary Best, for
Stewards in 2015.  This first part
deals with conditions in England
itself.
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It is now ten years
since I became the manager of the
New Room. Following my
appointment in November 2006, one
of the first actions I undertook was to
produce a mission statement. As I’ve
come to learn, Methodists love an
anniversary and so I thought it would
be an opportune time to reflect on
the words written then and look at
the progress we’ve made during that
time.

“To promote the New Room and
Charles Wesley’s House as places
of historical and contemporary
significance in the spiritual and
social life of Bristol, the nation
and the world.”

I’m constantly amazed that the work
John Wesley began in Bristol in 1739
has now grown to become a church
of 75 million members worldwide.
There are many historic buildings in
Bristol but have any had the same
impact on people’s spiritual and
social life across the world as this
little chapel in the Horsefair? There
is a wonderful story to be told of the
history of the New Room and the
many men and women who’ve

faithfully served here, but how do we
remain contemporary?
I think one of the answers to that
question is opening our doors to
visitors six days a week all the year
round means that we have constant
dialogue with people and engage
with them on their terms. In an age
where the means of communication
allow us to have with a digital
interface with anyone in the world,
the opportunity to have a
conversation with another human
being means that our listening
ministry is greatly valued. Back in
2010, as I began preparing my talk
‘Methodism comes to America’, I
went through our Visitor Books to
record the different places that
people had come from on their
journey to the New Room. I was not
only surprised to find that all 50
American states were represented
over a 3 year period but that the
number of other nations represented
ran to over 60! John’s quote ‘I look
upon all the world as my parish’
seems so appropriate now, even
though it was a very bold statement
in 1739. As one reflects on what it
means to be both historical and
contemporary, I’m reminded of the
words of the 19th century American
abolitionist, Wendell Phillips, who
wrote ‘the heritage of the past is the
seed that brings forth the harvest of
the future’. I hope the seeds we sow
at the New Room today will bring a
generous harvest to the city of
Bristol, the nation and the world.

“To tell the story of John and
Charles Wesley so as to increase
people’s understanding of their
respective contributions and their
relevance to thought, belief and
action today.”

One of the joys of being involved in
the life of the New Room is the
opportunity to share with our visitors
the enormous contribution both John
and Charles Wesley made to
people’s lives that continues to have

an enduring legacy. Access to
education and healthcare at the New
Room was a vital part of the
movement’s care and concern for
people and taking a stand on issues
such as slavery put John Wesley in
direct conflict with many in the
political and commercial world.

Change came but it had to be fought
for over many years. People were
challenged to think and reflect on
their circumstances which led to
belief but, vital to the success of the
Methodist movement, was action. I
wonder how often John Wesley
recalled his encounter with a ‘serious
man’ who he travelled several miles
to converse with during his time at
Wroot in 1728? In his journal, he
writes how the man asked him, ‘Sir,
you wish to serve God and go to
heaven? Remember you cannot
serve him alone; you must therefore
find companions or make them; the
Bible knows nothing of solitary
religion.’
The New Room is, and must remain,
a place where the ‘people of God’
are engaged in action that either
‘finds companions or makes them’.

“To develop the New Room as a
sustainable heritage attraction,
educational resource, cultural
venue and community facility in
the heart of the city.”

The Manager’s Report
by David Worthington

Early in his time at The New
Room: David with the BBC’s  Sally
Challenor  in 2007
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In respect of being a cultural venue
and community facility, the list of
activities and events that the New
Room has hosted over the last 10
years is impressive. It includes
concerts, recitals, ‘pop-up’ cinema,
drama and theatrical performances,
art and photography exhibitions,
memorial services, political debates,
talks by local groups and
personalities and host for local and
national charities to raise awareness
of their work.

The New Room is the most visited
Methodist Heritage site in the UK
with over 25,000 visitors per annum.
Our education programme has also
developed substantially since Mandy
Briggs’ arrival as our full-time
Education Officer. In addition to work
with schools, there are also
established relationships with local
colleges and universities and we are
recognised as a hub for the Bristol &
West Midlands Discipleship &
Ministry Learning Network.  Lucie
Connors’ recent appointment
provides us with an opportunity for
the New Room to engage with
communities across the city where
we’ve not previously had a presence.

However, the key word that
underpins this particular statement is
‘sustainable’ as the New Room is
challenged by its funders to achieve
this objective. We have always
striven to be good stewards of our
financial resources and to balance
our activities with generating income
that will allow the New Room to
continue to be a facility in the heart
of the city for many years to come.

“To offer (people passing through
the centre of Bristol) opportunities
for reflection, challenge and
spiritual encounter.”

As anyone who spends time at the
New Room knows, this is most
definitely a place of reflection,
challenge and spiritual encounter.

Some visitors welcome the
opportunity to come into this ‘oasis’
of peace amongst the bustling retail
environment for reflection. Others
are challenged by the stories we
share; the tremendous sense of
purpose and vision that both John
and Charles Wesley demonstrated in
their respective ministries. In terms
of spiritual encounter, I recall one
visitor had written in our book how, if
you were seeking a place to redefine
your faith in God, this was the place
to do it.
I look forward to us extending the
277 years’ service the New Room
has already given as we continue to
be a place for spiritual encounter.

The two biggest projects at the New
Room over the last 10 years have
been the creation of the garden in
the Broadmead Courtyard in 2011
and, now, the construction of the
new building in the Horsefair
Courtyard, due to open in 2017.
There has been much written about
both these two projects over the last
five years but the idea that lies at the
heart of both of them is about
offering welcome and hospitality to
all.

 Both projects have and will increase
the range of events and activities
that the New Room can host.
The Gospel of Matthew encourages
us to be the ‘light of the world’; if that
light is hidden, it is of no value.
Instead, we are encouraged to make
it visible so that all may see and this
is what the New Room should
continue to do.
As referenced earlier in this article,
one of John Wesley’s most well-
known quotes comes from his
response to the Bishop of Bristol in

August 1739 when he was
challenged as to why he was in the
city with no commission to preach in
the diocese. He famously replied

‘I look upon all the world as my
parish; thus far I mean, that, in
whatever part of it I am, I judge it
meet, right, and my bounden duty
to declare unto all that are willing
to hear, the glad tidings of
salvation.’

These words have been a great
encouragement to many over the
years although what John went on to
write in that same correspondence to
the Bishop has had an even more
profound effect on me personally. He
wrote, ‘This is the work which I know
God has called me to; and sure I am
that His blessings attend it.

‘Great encouragement have I,
therefore, to be faithful in fulfilling the
work He hath given me to do.’
This statement is such a contrast
from the man arrived in Bristol at the
end of March 1739 and wrote in his
journal that he considered himself
‘so tenacious of every point relating
to decency and order, that I should
have thought the saving of souls
almost a sin, if it had not been done
in a church’. As we know, he quickly
moved on from that view!

In my capacity as the manager of the
New Room, I’ve been able to
develop my knowledge of the
Wesley brothers and the early
Methodist movement to the point that
I’ve been invited to share it with
others through talks and
presentations.

What continues to inspire and
enthuse me is this sense that I have
also been given a work to do and
that I must be faithful in fulfilling it.
After ten years of service as the
manager of the New Room, I hope
that you, the reader, also share that
view.

David addressing the
Stewards’ Meeting
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Film crew preparing  the Horsefair courtyard

Carol service Friday communion service

Scenes from life at The New Room

Fairtrade Pop Up Shop
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The autumn term
(Sept-Dec 2015) saw the numbers of
pupils and students visiting the New
Room rise by a third compared to the
same term in 2014 (287 as opposed
to 217).

A wide range of educational groups
visited, including:

• First year History students
from UWE, led by Professor
Madge Dresser

• Students studying ‘Religion
– Material and Culture’ at the
University of Bristol

• Students from the
chaplaincy at Brasenose
College, Oxford

• Returning classes from
Bristol Cathedral School
(secondary) and Little Mead
Academy, Southmead
(primary)

This term, I have made several visits
to Kingswood School to lead worship
and it has been good to work with
the new chaplain, Rev David Hull.

In connection with the City of Bristol
College, the New Room has begun a
partnership with a group of six
students from the college’s Creative
Media Production (Level 3) course.
On a rota basis, two students are
visiting the New Room every
Thursday afternoon to record the
progress of the Horsefair Project
through photography and video. This
has also involved interviewing staff
and volunteers and liaising with
representatives from Beard
Construction.
We hope to have a ‘first look’ at their
photos and video soon.
They are taking part in this project
completely voluntarily, alongside
their normal coursework, and have
so far been enthusiastic participants.

Exciting work is also taking place in
local primary schools as the Cod
Steaks team (museum designers)
begin their community engagement
work linked with the creation of our
new museum.

Working with five primary schools
across Bristol and Biggerhouse Film
(a Somerset/ Bristol-based
production company), the Cod
Steaks team have been running
workshops with pupils to produce an
animated/live action film looking at
John Wesley’s ‘Manifesto’ – a
document produced by Gary
outlining 12 things that John Wesley
believed in (eg full employment, fair
wages, inclusion of women).

It has been fantastic to see pupils
engaging with the story of the
Wesleys and the New Room and I
can’t wait to see the finished product.

Particular thanks must go to Ruth
Spiller at Cod Steaks for her
organisation of this part of the
project, and Stephen, Tom and Joff
from Biggerhouse.
A soundtrack to the film will also be
recorded at the New Room with a
school choir very soon.

Jake and Shannon from the City of Bristol College
interviewing Lucie in the chapel

Lights … camera …education
 by Mandy Briggs



John Wesley’s Chapel/The New Room   :  magazine : Spring 2016   page 17

In other news, two half term activity
days for families were held in
February. “Where’s Wesley?” gave
us a chance to roadtest our new
Family Activity Guidebook, which
was enthusiastically received by
families who visited. Activities on
both days included a treasure hunt,
a graffiti wall, colour-in horses, the
chance to dress up and take a
#johnwesleyselfie, alongside
puzzles and games in the guide.

Along with a new education
volunteer, David Jordan, I took a
stall containing New Room leaflets
and information to a conference for

RE teachers held in Clifton in
January, organised by the Bristol
and South Glos SACRE groups.
This generated a lot of interest
among local RE teachers.

I attended a training day on
Higher Education and Museums
in Bristol in February and also
hope to attend a training day at
the British Museum in April
called ‘Objectively Speaking- the
value and practice of object-
based teaching’. (ie how we can
use objects from the New
Room’s collection to facilitate
learning and engagement).

(Well, 38 actually)
During the school Easter holidays,
the New Room is once again
working with the Ark Bus team to
run a wild Treasure Hunt – and this
year it’s STRIPY!
38 zebras have been distributed to
local schools, who are going to
decorate them in wild and
wonderful ways. The zebras will
then be placed in shops around
Broadmead, giving families an
opportunity to ‘spot’ them
throughout the Easter holidays and
then return to the New Room to
claim a prize and learn more about
the story of Easter.
The zebras will be running wild in
Broadmead from Saturday March
26th to Friday April 8th, so don’t
forget to come down and see if you
can find them.
On Saturday March 26th and
Saturday April 2nd, the Ark Bus
team will also be running activities
and crafts outside the New Room’s
Broadmead Courtyard  (complete
with minibus) – so come and
support them too.

There will also be an Easter Egg
Hunt in the courtyard and a chance
to be included in the New Room’s
Wall of Awesomeness. And if you
are mystified as to what that
means – come and find out!

LOOK OUT!

There’s a
zebra about

Cod Steaks and biggerhouse film
worked with pupils to create an
animated film, which is now being
edited.
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You are warmly invited to a ‘Holy
Habits’ evening at the New Room on
Thursday 12th May, 2016 with author
Andrew Roberts, from the Bristol and
West Midlands Discipleship and
Ministries Learning Network.

Packed full of real life stories that will
make you laugh and cry, biblical
material and careful reflection, Holy
Habits explores the nature and
nurture of Christian discipleship.

On May 12th Andrew will introduce
the themes explored in the book and
there will be opportunity to engage
with several of the habits.

With arrivals and refreshments from
7pm the evening starts at 7:30 pm
and will run through to 9pm. The
evening is free but for catering
reasons we do need you to book via
holyhabits@btinternet.com

For more about the book please visit
www.holyhabits.co.uk. In the
meantime here is what some people
have kindly said about the book:

I love the way the habits are
every day, ordinary, do-able ones:
this feels very godly.
Lucy Moore, Founder of Messy
Church.
Holy Habits is about the heart of
the Christian life – about being
shaped by Jesus Christ as we
follow him. I commend it warmly.
Paul Bayes, Bishop of Liverpool.

Just the job! An accessible and
authentic account of Christian
discipleship, full of
encouragement and insight.
Martyn Atkins, Superintendent
Minister and Team Leader,
Methodist Central Hall,
Westminster. Thursday, 12th May

Subscribe to our new monthly
Email Newsletter!

Subscribe to our E-Newsletter and find out what’s
happening at The New Room each month.

To sign up to our E-Newsletter go to our home page
where there is a link at the bottom of the page and input
your name and email address.  You can also access our
sign up link via our facebook page
– The News Room/John Wesley’s Chapel.

‘Holy Habits’ evening at the New Room

The New Room Shop

The New Room Shop is open Monday to Saturday, 10 – 4pm.

The second hand book shop in our chapel is refreshed regularly by
David Weeks.

http://www.holyhabits.co.uk
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Colin and I moved from the
Salisbury area to Clevedon four
years ago.  Having been members
of the Methodist church for many
years we soon found a welcome at
Kenn Road church.

It was the suggestion of one of the
stewards there that we both might
like to come along to the New Room
where he had been a volunteer for a
number of years. We are ashamed
to say that we had not heard of John
Wesley's Chapel in Bristol, but as
we were both now retired it sounded
like something we would like to be
involved in.  So, now the New Room
is part of our life and we are very
thankful for that and hopefully share
with you some of the reasons we
feel that way.

The building in its simplicity, and in
its history of being of service to the
community in providing basic human
and spiritual support, there is
contained within its walls, a peace
that is difficult to define.

It undoubtedly brings alive the love
and focus of the Wesley family and
gives each volunteer the opportunity
to learn more about the traditions of
Methodism and gives us an
opportunity to share our
experiences and our faith.

Visitors from all over the world and
from differing denominations and
faiths have been a source of great
support to us as we seem to be
forever reading and hearing of the
demise of Christianity and tolerance
within our own country and we hope
that we may have in some small
way been a help or support to them.

We have also been given the
opportunity to be the listening and
non-judgemental ear for visitors who
have come in and found a peaceful
environment in which they can share
their sorrows and concerns and
perhaps were able to share with us
in a short prayer.

One of the great things about being
a volunteer is that each duty is
always different because of the
differing reasons that people step
foot into the New Room.  It may only
be curiosity that some have always
wondered what it looks like inside.
Some feel drawn to come in, others
just looking for a church because at
that moment in their lives they
needed to connect with God.  For
others of course it may have been a
pilgrimage to the source of
Methodism.

We, ourselves always come away
from a duty feeling blessed for
having spent time there.

Life as a Steward

Are you interested in
volunteering at the New Room?

Contact Lucie Connors on
0117 926 4740

or by email:
community@newroombristol.org.uk

by Margaret and Colin Mills

In each issue of the
magazine, we invite
one of our many
volunteers to give us
a snapshot of their
work for the New
Room.

Here, Margaret and
Colin tell how they
discovered the New
Room just four years
ago and have now
become part of its
life.
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Entering Bristol
Cathedral from the west door
one’s eye may well be attracted to
the stained glass windows on the
opposite, eastern, side of the nave
where one discovers the portraits of
certain citizens who are considered
to have enhanced the city’s status.
One of these, the teenage boy, is
Samuel Wesley.

Samuel was the younger son of the
Revd. Charles Wesley, the
renowned hymn writer, and nephew
of John Wesley.  He was born in
Bristol on 24 February 1766.  Having
lived in the Stokes Croft area for a
number of years, Charles with his
wife Sarah and children moved in to
No.4 Charles Street early in 1766.  It
was here that Samuel spent his early
years, and he may have actually
been born here.

Sam’s brother, Charles junior, nine
years older than Sam, was an infant
musical prodigy, a talent that Sam
himself soon developed.  To
enhance his son’s musical abilities
Charles moved the family to London

in the early 1770s and here, in the
large house they were loaned in
Great Chesterfield Street, young
Charles and Samuel started their
subscription concerts which became
well known.

Sadly in later years Charles junior’s
musical talents gradually faded
whereas Samuel’s developed from
the early days.
He was called ‘the English Mozart’,
and he was regarded as one of the
finest composers, and the greatest
organist, in the land.

Disappointed with the standard of
music in the great London churches,
he attached himself to the
Portuguese and Sardinian embassy
chapels where the music was
Roman Catholic and good.  He in
fact became a Catholic to the great
disappointment of his father and
mother.   Sam wrote quite an amount
of choral music for Catholic choirs,
and even a mass for the pope
himself. Samuel’s adherence to the
Catholics did not remain strong, and
unfortunately his unorthodox life
style prevented him from gaining the
establishment college or cathedral
appointment that his skills demanded
(a prestige that his son Samuel
Sebastian Wesley enjoyed in many
Anglican cathedrals and churches).
He however wrote a considerable
amount of music in very many styles,
choral, instrumental, organ, piano,
concertos, symphonies, songs, glees
and hymn tunes.

In his later years he became music
adviser to the Methodists and it was
for one of John Wesley’s collections
of  hymns that Sam wrote and
published his book of thirty eight
tunes, feeling that they were more
suitable than some of those then
being used!.
 No.4 Charles Street (now called the
Charles Wesley Heritage Centre) is
a grade 2* listed building and is part
of the trust held by the New Room.

Samuel Wesley’s book of tunes set
to his father’s hymns was published
in 1828 and, as a tribute to Bristol’s
greatest musical son, the New Room
Trustees are producing a modern
edition, copies of which will be
shortly available.

Samuel Wesley’s current Biography,
Source Book and other material is
written by Professor Olleson at
Nottingham University.

The 250th birthday of Samuel Wesley
 by Philip Carter, Director of Music

Samuel Wesley as a boy

The Music Room in their home at
4 Charles Street, Bristol, where
young Samuel and his brother
Charles learned their musical

skills

A picture of Samuel Wesley in later
life
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The Library at the New
Room holds a long run of the 19th

century Minutes of the Wesleyan
Methodist Conference.  Like their
21st century counterparts they
contain the stations and obituaries of
the ministers.  I was interested in
Robert James Andrew who I had
found in the 1871 census stationed
at Camborne in Cornwall, married to
Julia with three children.

The Stations in the Minutes revealed
that Robert Andrew began his
probation in 1863 at St Austell, was
moved in 1865 to Tywardreath and
in 1866 to Liskeard.  From there he
was ordained at the 1867 conference
in Bristol.  The conference was held,
not in the New Room, as that was
then owned by the Welsh Calvinists,
but at the adjoining King Street
Church.  In 1868 he was stationed at
Camborne.  Later in 1871 he was
moved to Devonport.  In 1873 he
was stationed at Coad’s Green near
Launceston and is listed as the first
minister, so he was presumably the
superintendent of the North Hill
circuit.  In 1876 he was stationed at
Rotherham as the second minister.
In 1879 he was stationed at Bramley,
Leeds, as the superintendent with
703 members.  In 1882 he was
stationed at Pontefract with 2 junior
ministers, a retired minster, and
1015 members.

Then, in 1885, he was moved to
Kilburn, not the one in Yorkshire but
the one in north west London. This
church, in Quex Road, was the one
where I was christened. He would
have known my grandparents as
children and my great-grandparents,
who were prominent church
members at that time.  I found that
really thrilling, to think that I knew the
pulpit from which he preached and
some of the people to whom he

preached.  The church was
demolished when I was in my teens
and a smaller modern one built on
half the site.  In my loft I found the
centenary booklet my parents
produced in 1968 and, sure enough,
Robert is listed and with details of an
elaborate bazaar that was put on

during his time.
‘Wesleyan Church, Quex Road,
Kilburn, circa 1925]

From there he was sent to
Haslingden, near Bolton, in 1888.
He came back to Kensington in 1891
where he died on 27 March 1894
aged only 55.  His obituary [in the
Minutes of Conference 1894, page
28] confirms that he was born in
Penzance in 1838, mentions the
start of his ministry in Cornwall, and
comments on his powerful voice, but
says nothing about his time in
Yorkshire or Lancashire. However, it
does say a lot about him as a
minister and he sounds an endearing
character.

His ‘devoted labours led to the
conversion of many souls’.
‘In every Circuit he won the
respect and gratitude of the
people. His work for God,
especially in the salvation of
sinners, was a consuming
passion.  His preaching was
vigorous and practical, always
characterised by true evangelical
doctrine and strong common
sense.’

‘All his work bore evidence of
keen observation, extensive
reading and constant
prayerfulness. He possessed
great business aptitude’.
‘He was an intelligent stalwart of
Methodism and administered its
discipline with firm but kindly
hand. The sick and poor held
him in loving esteem, and he
was a great favourite with the
young. As a colleague he was
most brotherly and unselfish,
frank in speech and a genuine
friend.‘

Having described his final illness,
which it says he bore with
‘exemplary patience and fortitude’, it
concludes

‘Shortly before the end he said
with a smile “There is no shadow
even in the valley”.’

But the Minutes of Conference do
not tell the whole story, though an
entry on page 742 of the 1872
volume hints at it.  Under a list of
items of ‘Extraordinary Expenditure’
is the amount of £25 granted to R J
Andrew of Devonport for ‘severe and
fatal family affliction’. Robert was
baptised at Penzance on 13 May
1838, the son of John Andrew, a
master mariner, and his wife Mary.
They had three older children and
were to go on to have 2 more, but
when the last child was baptised in
1843 the register notes ‘father dead’.
So Robert lost his father before he
was six years old.

In 1867, probably immediately after
his ordination, he married Anna
Maria Sydal Roberts.  They had a
son Arthur Robert born 2 December
1868 and baptised 19 December, but
before the end of the year Anna
Maria had died.  In 1869 Robert
James Andrew married Julia Vivian
Pryor, a widow with a young son

Treasure in the Library
by Christine Jones
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from her first marriage to Richard
Aitkin Pryor.  On 23 November 1870
Robert and Julia had a daughter,
who was baptised Annie Vivian on
19 January 1871.
 Hence the three children I had found
in the 1871 census were his, hers
and theirs.

Worse was to come. On 19 October
1871 Julia gave birth to a son, who
they named Nicholas, but he lived
only a few hours.  Julia died three
days later. It was indeed a ‘severe
and fatal family affliction’.

In 1873 Robert married Sarah Britten
Allison and in 1874 they had a child
who they named Louise Britten.
Arthur died in 1878, while they were
in Rotherham, and Sarah died in
1880, while they were in Bramley.  In
the 1881 census for Bramley, Robert
appears as a widower with Annie,
daughter of Julia, and Louise,
daughter of Sarah.  Later in 1881
Robert was married for a fourth time,
to Anne Wilson.  In 1884 they had a
daughter, Edith Mabel, and in 1885 a
daughter, Evelyn Wilson. In the 1891
census the four half-sisters, Annie,

Louise, Edith and Evelyn, bearing
three of their mothers’ family names,
were living together at the
Haslingden manse, 44 Manchester
Road, but I have so far been unable
to trace Robert and Anne.
There is reputed to be a memorial to
Robert and to Nicholas on Julia’s
grave stone at the Centenary
Chapel, Camborne, but on a recent
visit I was unable to find it.

When the Horsefair project is
complete The New Room will have
vastly-improved facilities for
conserving and having access to a
wealth of historical documents,
including much of the kind that
Christine was able to trace (whilst
she and others are doing valuable
work recording what is there and
preparing it for future use).

The Methodist Church has a
comprehensive list of resources on-
line, and advice such about online
sources which you can find.

There is also a short book,  ‘A
Methodist in the Family’, which you
can get at the shop at The New
Room.

It answers the top ten most
frequently asked Methodist family
history questions. It translates the
jargon of Methodism and explains
how having a Methodist ancestor
might affect the family records you
can find today.

It also takes the rise of the internet
into account and signposts useful
resources available in print and
electronically.

Throughout the last 270 years people have
been able to find the written works of John
and Charles Wesley, and many others,
because some have preserved fragile
paper. Our library in Bristol has a unique
collection of these works and much more
about the life, works and struggles of
‘Wesleyan’ Christians.

There were others in Wesley College’s
valuable library which are in storage now:
some, though not all, are going to become
part of the New Room Library when it is
built.

The new Horsefair building will then be able
to offer research facilities to scholars and to
the growing community of citizens who
treasure the heritage of family and religion.

This is the library at present.

Christine and other volunteers are
completing the work of making
sure that the catalogues of
valuable books and documents are
in order before everything is
packed away to be ready to move
into the enlarged library in the new
building.

Researching your
family history
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The Trustees of John Wesley’s
Chapel / The New Room are
appointed by the Methodist
Church of Great Britain to
maintain and develop the
valuable Heritage buildings on
The Horsefair (The New Room)
and in Charles Street (the
Charles Wesley Heritage Centre).

Under the leadership of the
Warden they have established
significant conservation,
educational and  mission work in
central sites in the city of Bristol.
To enable The New Room to be
open to visitors from around the
world there is a rota of stewards

who are present to welcome and
inform them.

They serve, usually with three
persons present at a time, for 3
hours at a time (10.00 am to 1:00
pm and 1.00 to 4.00 pm), offering
as many duties as they find suits
their life style. Training and
support are given, and all are
subject to being checked under
safeguarding rules.

If you might find this a good
use of your spare time, please
consider joining the team of
New Room stewards.

Details concerning any matter
concerning the New Room or
Charles Wesley’s Heritage Centre
can be obtained from any of the
numbers and social network sites
listed on the back page.

This edition of the magazine is
available in print and on the
worldwide web (please look for the
‘Media Gallery’
tab of the New Room website to find
the present issue and all previous
editions for the past 5 years).

The next issue of trhe
magazine will be produced in
the Autumn of 2016

All material in this publication is produced for free distribution (donations welcome!)
We acknowledge with thanks those who have provided the text and illustrations used.

To the best of our knowledge what has been reproduced is in the public domain, and we apologise
for any oversight.

The picture on page 8 of John Wesley preaching in the Lord Mayor’s Chapel in Bristol by W.H.Y.
Titcombe is the copyright property of the City of Bristol Museums and Art Galleries, and used with
their kind permission.

The photo on page 13 was taken in Lovely Lane Chapel in Georgia, USA by Laura Sisson.

Otherwise, the ‘publisher’ has drawn on the photo-resources of the Worthington family, Mandy
Briggs and other supporters of The New Room whose work is either on his files or taken from the
worldwide web.
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