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The Advent Offering service is a Connexion-wide 
event that raises money for the ongoing work of 
the Mission in Britain Fund. 

This year, our theme is Comfort my people. We’ll 
be following Jesus and two of our chaplains to 
explore how we can be part of bringing God’s 
comfort to people beyond our Church’s walls. 

Welcome to our ‘pick and mix’ worship resources 
for Advent Offering 2017. Please choose, use 
and adapt the elements that will best serve your 
context. In these notes you will find:

1. Notes on our chosen Bible passages linking them 
to our theme Comfort my people, Advent and 
chaplaincy – our featured element of work funded 
by the Mission in Britain Fund this year

2. A short all-age sketch and an idea for a talk
3. Prayers for different parts of your service
4. Some suggested response questions for reflection
5. Three creative prayer ideas suitable for all ages
6. Some suggested hymns and songs
7. A few ideas for incorporating Handel’s settings of 

Isaiah 40 into your service if you would like to do 
this

  1. Notes on our chosen Bible 
passages

Isaiah 40:1-11 – lead focus
 ● This is our central focus for Advent Offering this 

year, setting our theme with its opening sentence.
 ● It is an apt passage for Advent, speaking its promise 

to people living in three periods: those awaiting the 
exile and restoration of Judah, those anticipating 
the birth of Christ and those longing for his return. 

 ● The Hebrew word translated as ‘comfort’ here 
is ‘nachem’ and its emphasis is on consoling and 
reassuring rather than ease or being comfortable. 
When it was translated as ‘comfort’ in English 

it was done so with good reason because the 
meaning of the word was clearer and more 
forceful then – conveying strengthening, consoling 
support, given in an intentional and intensive way. 

 ● The comfort we are being given is a message, a 
wonderful promise to hope in: in spite of what we 
have done wrong, God will still restore us because 
of God’s own character of love and faithfulness 
(verse 2). God’s glory will be revealed to us, and 
God’s presence with come among us (see verses 5 
and 10-11). 

 ● It is also a glimpse of how comforting the 
realisation of this promise is – and will be – 
because God’s presence is:

 ●  close at hand – it comes right into the midst 
of the people, walking among them humbly, 
just as a shepherd walks among his flock (verse 
11)

 ●  robust – just because God is forgiving and 
tender, that does not imply weakness (verse 10 
reminds us of God’s might, he will be ready to 
defend and champion the sheep)

 ●  ready to enter our brokenness – God is 
glorious and holy but prepared to get involved 
with flawed people (verse 2); travel to and 
through the desert and the wilderness to find 
them (verse 3); and to live among them as their 
shepherd (verse 11)

 ●  illuminating – God forgives the people’s sin, 
selfishness and brokenness (verse 2) and as 
they encounter this redemption, they then see 
far more clearly what still needs to change in 
them and their surroundings; God’s initiating 
mercy towards them helps them to prepare 
the way for God to come still more (verses 
3-4)

 ●  offered publicly to everyone – this message 
is to be broadcast from the top of a mountain 
to multiple cities, rather than kept in the 
religious sphere (verse 9)
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 ●  reliable and consistent – while human 
words, actions and life come and go, God’s 
word stands forever (verses 6-8)

 ●  personal, tender and reassuringly 
responsive to each particular individual’s 
need – note how the shepherd scoops up the 
vulnerable but has a different type of care for 
those called to take responsibility for others 
(verse 11)

 ●  empowering – the people are to be actively 
involved in some fairly substantial work to 
prepare the way (verses 3-4) and broadcasting 
the message (verse 9) and the shepherd does 
not remove responsibility from those who have 
it 

 ●  totally transformational (and therefore 
often disruptive too!) –  even the landscape 
is turned-upside down as we prepare for and 
receive his coming (see verses 3-5).

 ● The kingdom comfort of God’s presence is 
absolutely for us to receive – but also to give. 
Like Isaiah 61 (another popular Advent passage), 
chapter 40 is a commission to Jesus’ followers. We 
are charged to be part of bringing his comfort too. 
Our ultimate hope – the kingdom fully realised 
– is not just something we passively wait for, but 
something we can join in with God in building here 
and now.

 ● Chaplains reflect Christ’s incarnation as they follow 
him in bringing his comfort beyond the Church 
and out into the community – reassuring whoever 
needs consolation; being responsive to individuals; 
empowering each one to face their unique 
situations; and being prepared to speak up and 
defend the rights of anyone threatened by injustice. 

 ● The wider work of mission in Britain is also 
about leaving the comfortable familiarity of our 
buildings and traditions to go where people are: in 
workplaces, care homes, houses, schools, shops, 
prisons or fire stations, knowing that this is where 
Jesus is already at work through his Spirit. 

 ● This work is both ours to support, and ours to 
inhabit in the locations, situations and relationships 
each one of us is placed, using the gifts, resources 
and influence each one of us has. This can be 
challenging, uncomfortable and heartbreaking 

as well as inspiring and fulfilling, because this is 
the nature of the human story. But we can be 
reassured and strengthened by the knowledge 
that the ultimate consolation is coming when Jesus 
returns and a new day begins; a day when every 
tear will be wiped away and there will be no more 
injustice, pain or death.

Philippians 2:1-11 – supporting passage
 ● Paul and Timothy wrote their letter to one of 

Paul’s church plants in Philippi, Macedonia (in 
modern-day Greece). It was not a sermon that’s 
been prepared in comfortable circumstances or a 
typical church environment! Paul is writing from 
prison where he is (joyfully!) suffering for the 
gospel he has been proclaiming. He is writing to 
a people he met and led on his second missionary 
journey (between 49 and 51 AD). 

 ● The text calls us to both worship and witness as 
we ‘consider’ Christ and leads us through the 
stories of Christmas and Easter into our own 
Advent season of waiting for Jesus’ coming, 
celebrating the ultimate servant who is also our 
risen, ascended king.

 ● Note the word ‘consolation’ in verses 1-2 and how 
it connects to Isaiah 40. 

 ● The instruction in verse 3 is vital to chaplaincy – 
and to all kingdom work. We shouldn’t imagine 
we have all the answers or a monopoly on 
righteousness, but instead go out seeking to lift 
others up – ready to see the image and work of 
God in them and to serve them in love.

Acts 17:16-34 – supporting passage
 ● The Philippians passage touched on Paul’s 

missionary journeys and how they echo Christ’s 
incarnation. Now here he is in the midst of one in 
Athens.

 ● Because of the strength and skill of Paul’s 
apologetics, it’s easy to miss just how much this 
passage reinforces the message of the passage in 
Philippians. Look again at verse 16. Note that Paul’s 
motivation here is “deep distress” in response to 
what he discovers is confusing the people, echoing 
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the accounts recorded in the Gospels of Jesus 
acting after feeling compassion.

 ● Paul is brilliantly flexible and creative, skilfully 
adapting to the unique context he is visiting in 
order to help those living in it connect to his 
message of kingdom comfort.

 ● God has been even more creative in comforting 
us – taking on flesh and coming among us to voice 
our own experience back to us at that very first 
Christmas; reinterpreting and remodelling how 
to live; suffering with and for us; reconciling us to 
God; working all things together for good in the 
ultimate consoling end we are waiting and longing 
for.

 ● Chaplains are guests in spaces they do not control. 
They go as loving servants, ready and flexible 
to respond to the needs and culture of where 
they are placed; looking for common ground and 
connection points to help bring clarity, reassurance 
and companionship.

  2. All-age sketch and sermon 
idea: How to be a comforter

In advance: 

 ● Find two confident volunteers – adults or children; 
volunteer A, who will act like someone in need 
of comfort and volunteer B, who’s prepared to 
interrupt you to bring it to them! Brief them on the 
instructions that follow.

 ● You will need the following items to help bring 
your sketch to life:

   a box of tissues
   a mug
   some chocolate, 
sweets or flowers

   a blanket
   a Bible
   a first aid kit
   a torch or light.

During the service:

 ● Volunteer A should come to the front, sit on the 
floor and pretend they are crying, hunched up 
and generally in pain (you could ask them to do 
this during the hymn that precedes this point in 
the service). Instruct them beforehand not to 

give any specific clues as to what’s wrong with 
them.

 ● Start saying that you are going to give a talk on 
comfort and waiting for comfort, as it’s Advent and 
that’s the theme of the service, being careful to 
ignore Volunteer A as you do so.

 ● Volunteer B should now interrupt you and point 
out that there’s someone who needs comforting 
right now!

 ● Proceed to have a short exchange with Volunteer 
B where you protest at your sermon and church 
service being interrupted. You could, perhaps, 
explain that you have a lot to get through. 

 ● Volunteer B should persist and you should respond 
by pointing out that it is Advent and we are all 
waiting anyway, so can’t this person be helped 
after the service? Explain that you have some 
very important things to talk about today, such as 
looking forward to Jesus’ coming among us and 
the whole Methodist Church’s mission in Britain, 
and…

 ● Volunteer B should now get up and come to the 
front to ensure the person is comforted. They 
should sit next to the person who is upset and 
the two should mime quietly talking to each other 
while you continue to stand at a distance, perhaps 
commenting on how rude and disruptive they’re 
being!

 ● Acknowledge that you suppose now the service 
has been disrupted and given the theme is comfort, 
you might as well do some comforting, remarking 
that perhaps you’ll get some ideas for your sermon 
from it.

 ● Make a lot of “there, there” noises from where 
you’re standing and then start getting out your 
props and interrupting the comforting process 
going on with one or more of your props. For 
example, you could open your Bible and start 
reading something, or you could begin preaching 
about trusting in God, take a bandage out of the 
first aid kit and wrap it round their hand, or tell 
them how much you find herbal tea helps you 
when you have a headache.

 ● By this point Volunteer B should be helping the 
now partially consoled Volunteer A to get to 
their feet and walking back down to sit in the 
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congregation with them, perhaps taking the box of 
tissues from you as they pass.

 ● Express your relief!

Use the following points and suggestions to 
unpack the wider themes the sketch connects to 
in a talk immediately after the sketch, or as part 
of your sermon:

 ● Ask the congregation to vote on who they think 
was the best comforter – you or Volunteer B – and 
why. 

 ● Observe that a good comforter:
 ●  considers the person in need as important and 

valuable and has compassion for them
 ●  is prepared to put down what they’re doing 

and go beyond their comfort zone
 ●  comes alongside the person and is present to 

them
 ●  asks – and listens – to what the problem 

actually is
 ●  reassures and/or offers help once they know 

what’s needed (at this point you might like 
to hold up your remaining props and explain 
when they might be comforting to offer to 
someone and when not)

 ●  helps the person in need to get back on their 
feet and move on with their life – whenever 
that’s possible.

 ● Link back to the Bible passages, drawing in how 
they relate (as discussed in the notes above) to 
each of the following points at the level of detail 
that feels appropriate for your context:

 ●  Jesus is the best comforter ever! 
 ●  In Advent, we look forward to remembering:

 – when Jesus came and gave up everything to 
draw alongside us at the very first Christmas

 – all the love he showed us through his life and 
death

 – the best ever comfort of having everything 
put right between us and God

 – he is now always with us through his Spirit 
 – the day he has promised when there will be 
no more sad or difficult things ever again

 – meanwhile, we get to help comfort people 
with him too!

 ●  There are lots of ways we can join in with 
bringing God’s comfort to people: by drawing 
alongside them ourselves; by praying for 
them or by supporting other people who 
are bringing comfort to them. Today we are 
hearing about some special people called 
chaplains who spend their time comforting 
people. So listen out for some more top tips on 
how to be a great comforter from them too.

  3. Prayers

A gathering prayer

Leader: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your 
God,

All: we gather together today to receive 
the tender comfort of your promise and 
presence among us.

Leader: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your 
God,

All: we gather together today to welcome 
your strengthening call to partner with 
you in bringing comfort to others.

Leader: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your 
God,

All: we gather together today to eagerly 
anticipate the coming, comforting King. 
Lord Jesus, we are your people. Come, 
have your way in our hearts and lives. 

A prayer of confession

Lord Jesus, comforting King who was, is and is 
to come, 

we confess that we have not always obeyed 
your life-giving words.

Sometimes we have sought to find comfort 
outside of you,

preferring the false consolations the world offers 
to the true strength that you provide.
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Other times we have been more concerned 
with living comfortable lives

than we have been with sharing in your 
commission to bring comfort to others.

And sometimes we have even reduced the 
disruptive comfort of the kingdom

to something less disturbing to our wider culture 
or personal agendas.

Lord Jesus, comforting King who was, is and is 
to come,

we are sorry for all the ways we have not 
followed your call.

Reassure us now with a fresh touch of your love, 
forgiveness and mercy,

for you have paid for our every sin and mistake.
Scoop up the weak, lead those with 

responsibility
and strengthen all of us to follow you out 

beyond our walls
to join you where you already are – comforting 

your people still. Amen.

A prayer of thanksgiving

How can we thank you Lord 
for coming to comfort us? 
When we were far from you, 
you came to find us, 
made yourself a servant 
and reconciled us back to you.

How can we thank you Lord 
for always coming to comfort us? 
When we feel far from you, 
you find new ways 
to draw alongside us as a friend 
and reach us with your ever-present love.

How can we thank you Lord 
for the comfort that is one day coming to us? 
When we will never feel far from you again 
and nothing will ever come between us 
seeing and knowing you in full 
and worshipping you for the glorious King you are. 
For all these comforts: thank you. Amen.

All-age prayers of intercession

The following prayers of intercession are deliberately 
simple and designed to tie in with visual symbols that 
you can either hold up, or project images of (they 
consciously parallel the items used in the all-age 
sketch). You may want to ask a different person to lead 
each prayer. You could adapt them into very simple 
prayer stations if you wish.

With a box of tissues

Lord Jesus, we pray for all who need comfort in Britain 
because they are sad today. We pray for anyone who 
has lost someone they love recently or who finds 
this time of year extra hard. And we pray for those 
experiencing broken relationships that are making 
them feel unwanted, afraid or worried. 

With a first aid kit

Lord Jesus, we pray for all who need comfort in Britain 
because they are in physical pain today. We pray 
for everyone in hospital, everyone who has to stay 
at home or in bed because they are ill, and anyone 
awaiting test or treatment results.

With a blanket

Lord Jesus, we pray for all who need comfort in Britain 
because they are homeless or can’t afford to have the 
heating on when it’s cold. We pray for anyone who 
needs practical help with food, shelter, finding work or 
anything else.

With a mug

Lord Jesus, we pray for all who need comfort in 
Britain because they are lonely today. We thank you 
for making us for friendship with you and each other 
and for how happy it makes us to chat, play or drink a 
cup of tea together. We pray for anyone who does not 
have this to look forward to in their day today. 
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With some chocolate, sweets or flowers

Lord Jesus, we pray for all who need comfort in Britain 
because they feel hopeless or have no sense of looking 
forward to things today. We pray for anyone who feels 
life is joyless, anyone facing a really difficult situation at 
work, home or school, anyone worried about money 
and anyone who is feeling stressed, worried or afraid.

With a Bible

Lord Jesus, we pray for all who need comfort in 
Britain because they don’t know you yet. We pray for 
everyone searching for answers, asking questions and 
exploring faith. We pray too for everyone who feels 
you aren’t real or you aren’t relevant to them. We pray 
for everyone who needs to hear your words of life 
this Christmas to receive them and know they are for 
them too.

With a light or candle

Lord Jesus, light of the world, we thank you that 
you don’t just bring comfort – you are the very best 
comfort there is. Thank you that you are with us and 
all the people we’ve prayed for, reaching out to them 
with your love. 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, thank you for chaplains, 
all the different places they go and all the people they 
come alongside. Help them to be the kind comforters 
they are inspired by you to be. Comfort them on the 
days that are tiring, upsetting or confusing, and show 
us how we can support them and everyone reaching 
out in your name.

Lord Jesus, light of the world, we’re ready to be your 
comforters too – send us out to be part of answering 
our prayers! Help us to come alongside people and 
show them your love. And bless every simple act, gift, 
word or hug we give.

Lord Jesus, light of the world, we’re so looking 
forward to seeing you face to face one day! Help us 
stay hopeful and shining bright for you until then. 
Amen.

A prayer for chaplains and their work

Lord Jesus, who left indescribable comfort
to walk among us and with us and for us,
we lift to you every worker and volunteer
who spends their days beyond church walls,
coming alongside others as you have come 

alongside them
to minister your love, presence and strengthening 

consolation
no matter who they are or what they are facing.
Keep giving them the compassion to listen 

attentively,
the wisdom to know when and what to speak,
the flexibility and creativity to respond to individuals 

in bespoke ways,
the humility and perseverance to keep serving,
the bravery to speak up for those who need an 

advocate,
and above all the love that overflows from your 

love for them.
Amen.

A personal prayer

Lord Jesus, my coming King, 
comfort me again this Advent. 
Reassure me where I need consolation, 
strengthen me where I am weak 
and challenge me where I need to change.

Lord Jesus, my coming King, 
make me a comforter for you again this Advent. 
Quicken my heart in prayer for others, 
motivate my hands, feet and resources to serve 
and prepare my heart and life for you, my coming, 
comforting Lord. 
Amen.
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A special offertory prayer for this year’s Advent 
Offering

Lord Jesus, our coming, comforting King 
who was, is and is to come,
we thank you that you invite us
to partner with you in sharing your love beyond our 

Church.
Receive these gifts for mission in Britain, 
a sign of our resounding yes  
to serving others with, and for, you. 
May they be used to 
humbly draw alongside people, 
generously offer practical help and hope, 
bravely speak up for the vulnerable 
and gently point to your kingdom’s wide-open door
through your leading, redeeming and strengthening 

grace. Amen.

A sending prayer inspired by Philippians 2:1-5

Since we have received from God 
such consolation and compassion for ourselves, 
let’s go out filled with the power of Christ’s Spirit,  
made rich by his overflowing love, 
to move among the people of Britain with him. 
Let’s join him in humbly offering everyone comfort, 
regarding each one as better than ourselves, 
looking to their interests above our own 
and in this way, delight in discovering 
we are sharing and reflecting  
the very mind, mission, and joy of Christ. Amen.

  4. Suggested response questions 
to reflect on

There is so much richness in the themes, Bible 
passages and stories from our featured chaplains, you 
could leave them to speak for themselves. However, 
you might want to give people some breathing space 
to think about how they want to respond. If so, you 
could share, print or project these questions after the 
sermon, leaving a few moments of quiet for people to 
consider them:

1. What consolation or strength do you need this 
Advent?

2. Who might God be calling you to comfort?
3. How can you support chaplaincy placements 

and the wider work of Mission in Britain this 
Advent?

  5. Creative ideas for responding 
in prayer

You could use any of these ideas corporately, leaving 
the relevant, pre-prepared items on/under each 
person’s seat before the service or handing them 
round. Alternatively, you could adapt them into prayer 
stations.

Covered and covering
You will need: one pen, one small square of fabric 
(felt would be particularly effective) and four small 
squares of paper for every person. 

Invite people, step by step, to:

 ● Write a different label on three of the paper 
squares: first your own name, then the names of 
the chaplains you have heard about, and then the 
Methodist Church.

 ● Hold each paper square in turn.
 ● Each time you hold one, take the felt square and 

lay it over the top of the paper, praying for that 
person/group to receive God’s comfort. Then 
place it behind, praying for them as they ‘go’ 
and for all those they are coming alongside to be 
consoled, strengthened and empowered. 

 ● Start with the squares for the chaplains and the 
Methodist Church.

 ● When you come to pray with the square that has 
your name on, take time to be still and listen. Does 
anyone specific come to mind that God might be 
calling you to comfort or keep comforting?

 ● When you reach the blank square, give thanks that 
God’s comfort is beyond our knowledge, control 
and reach; that God goes before us and is present 
to the lonely, frightened, grieving and questioning. 
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We are called to join in with what God is already 
doing and will one day bring God’s own comfort to 
completion.

 ● Take all four squares home with you to help you 
continue praying throughout Advent.

Invited to receive and give
You will need: a pen and two blank Christmas cards 
(with envelopes) for every person.

Suggest that everyone:

 ● addresses one card to themselves, from Jesus, and 
writes in it at least one specific thing from today’s 
service that they want to remember about the 
comfort this has brought them already, and the 
comfort they have to look forward to ultimately

 ● addresses the second card to Jesus, from them, 
expressing their prayers for people in need of 
comfort, the chaplains they’ve heard about, 
mission work in Britain generally, and perhaps 
anything they feel prompted to do, pray or give as 
a result of today’s service

 ● seals the cards and takes them home to re-visit 
and pray with again on Christmas morning or New 
Year’s Day.

Reaching out
You will need: nothing if you are leading this 
corporately;  pens, paper and scissors if you are 
adapting it into a prayer station where people draw 
around their hands and write the names on these 
shapes in the relevant places.

Ask everyone to:

 ● hold their right hand out in front of them as if they 
were reaching out to shake hands with someone 

 ● thank God for all the ways in which the Church 
reaches out to be part of bringing God’s comfort 
to people beyond its walls

 ● take hold of their right thumb, which should be 
pointing upwards, with their left hand and thank 
God that we can love because God first loved us, 
and pray that the Church will be filled with God’s 

love so that we can continue comforting in God’s 
own strength, not their own

 ● take hold of each of the other fingers on their right 
hand, which are all pointing outwards, in turn 

 ● pray a strengthening blessing on:
 ●  Matt Albury, our featured Workplace and 

Prison chaplain, based in Bristol
 ●  Rachel Sturt, our featured Anna Chaplain for 

older people, reaching out in Alton, Hampshire
 ●  all chaplains and other work funded by the 

Mission in Britain Fund
 ●  our own part in reaching out – directly where 

we are and through our support of the Mission 
in Britain Fund.

  6. Suggested songs and hymns 
from Singing the Faith

Blest are the pure in heart (StF 244)
Come, thou long-expected Jesus (StF 169)
From heaven you came, helpless babe (StF 272)
Give me the faith which can remove (StF 661)
God of justice, Saviour to all (StF 699)
Have you heard the good news? (StF 406)
He came to earth in poverty (StF 246)
Hear the call of the kingdom (StF 407)
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds (StF 322)
I cannot tell why he, whom angels worship (StF 350)
I heard the voice of Jesus say (StF 248)
Jesus Christ is waiting (StF 251)
Light a candle in a darkened place (StF 174)
Light of the world (StF 175)
Longing for light, we wait in darkness (StF 706)
Lord, you have my heart (StF 559)
Meekness and majesty (StF 362)
O come, O come, Emmanuel (StF 180)
Praise to the God who clears the way (StF 183)
Take my life, and let it be (StF 566)
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! (StF 186)
There is a Redeemer (StF 338)
You give rest to the weary (StF 657)



Leader’s Notes page 9

  7. Ideas for incorporating 
elements of Handel’s Messiah into 
your service

Handel’s oratorio the Messiah includes three 
movements that are directly based on verses from 
our Isaiah 40:1-11 passage, which come after the 
instrumental Sinfonia that begins the work. Comfort 
Ye, Comfort Ye My People has a meditative tone, whilst 
Ev’ry Valley and And the Glory of the Lord are more 
celebratory.

If you feel it would be helpful for your congregation, 
you could include one or more of these movements in 
your service at relevant points. For example:

 ● instead of reading out Isaiah 40, invite people to 
read it through themselves while listening to one 
or more of these portions that set it

 ● play Comfort Ye, Comfort Ye My People as your call 
to worship or as an introduction to your confession 
or intercessions and then play Ev’ry Valley as part of 
the offering or as part of the sending out

 ● play the relevant parts before and after the service 
as people are arriving/leaving or have them on 
in the background during any creative prayer 
activities you invite people to take part in.

If doing so, you might also like to mention that Handel 
joined in with bringing God’s comfort to others 
himself by:

 ● writing this music – John Wesley went to hear 
“Mr Handel’s’ Messiah” in Bristol Cathedral on 17 
August 1758 and said, “I doubt if that congregation 
was ever so serious at a sermon as they were 
during this performance” and the work has gone 
on to inspire and encourage millions

 ● supporting orphans at the Foundling Hospital 
through proceeds from benefit concerts of the 
work and by bequeathing them a copy of the 
score.


