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the well
The NeTwork for MeThodisT ChildreN & YouTh workers January 2012

Connecting Disciples
This is the conference for all lay 

employees of the Methodist 
Church. This year will see 

a specific stream for children’s and 
youth workers. 

The conference will include Bible 
studies, keynote speakers, worship, 
workshops and a chance to network 
with other people with similar roles. 
It is an opportunity to be refreshed, 
resourced and inspired. 

The Children & Youth stream this year 
includes: 
A keynote address from author and 
lecturer the revd dr steve emery 
wright, on the future of worship with 
children and young people. 

workshops within the Children & 
Youth stream to include: 

 understanding mental health 
issues amongst children and 

young people (led by selfharm.
co.uk) 

 exploring all-age worship with the 
team from ROOTS 

 working with families 
 developing participation 
 exploring children’s spirituality 
 involving 11+ in Messy Church 
 developing strategies for 
children’s and youth work. 

Christian Aid will be joining us to talk 
about getting young people involved 
in campaigning. There will also be an 
opportunity to meet with the children 
and youth team to ask questions, share 
your views or to find out the latest 
news. 

Connecting Disciples will be held at 
the High Leigh Conference Centre, 
5-8 March 2012. 

For more details visit www.methodist.
org.uk/connectingdisciples 

Well Forums
Watch out over the coming 

months for Well Forum events. 
These forums will bring together those 
people who work with children and 
young people, to: 
 discuss issues, concerns and needs 
connected to children’s and youth 
work

 be informed on, discuss and input 
into the children’s and youth work 
of the Methodist church in Britain

 network with others, share good 
practice and celebrate success 
stories.

If you want to know more about 
the forums, or are keen to host one 
in your area, then do contact us at 
childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.
org.uk 
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news…

2012 is the year of 
the Olympics 
and sport is 

high on the agenda in lots of different 
ways and places. Some of you will be 
looking forward to the Olympics with 
great excitement and hope, while others 
will probably be glad when it’s all over. 

Whether or not we have an interest 
in sport ourselves, there is no doubt 
that sport plays an important role in 
the lives of many children and young 
people. The 2011 Methodist Conference 
affirmed the statement from the Youth 
Assembly that “Sporting activity plays 
an important part in young people’s 
lives and encourages a healthy and holy 
lifestyle.”

There has been a strong tradition 
of work through sport within the 
Methodist Church through the years, 
starting in the late nineteenth century 
when chapel football and cricket teams 
provided positive activities encouraging 
Christian ethics. Then with MAYC 
came annual national football, netball 
and table tennis tournaments. A wider 
variety of sporting activities continue 
to be a core element of youth clubs, 
fellowships and projects working with 
children and young people today.

What is the real point and benefit of sport 
though and how does it relate to our 
Christian faith? This is the question we 
have started to explore over the last year 
and are moving forward with a number 
of participative and exploratory events. 
The first of these will be at the Emirates 

stadium (Arsenal FC) on 13 February 
and there will be a second event later 
in the year at a Northern venue. We will 
also be producing a resource for groups 
to use to give feedback from their own 
situations.

We’re keen to hear stories of what’s 
already happening across the 
Connexion and also what dreams and 
visions people might have for work 
through sport. We’re also looking at how 
we can start to partner with different 
organisations locally, nationally and 
internationally. Two of these are 
Streetgames www.streetgames.org/ 
and the Street Child World Cup  
www.streetchildworldcup.org/ which we 
think match our principles of working 
with children and young people. They 
both have participative models of 
working and looking at their ideas could 
be of great value.

You might like to develop your own 
thinking further. 
Think of the three greatest sporting 
events of your life (whether you were 
playing, a spectator, watching on TV, 
refereeing, or whatever way you were 
a part of it) and reflect on why you’ve 
chosen them. Can you relate this at all 
to your work with children and young 
people? Are there any interesting or 
common themes? Please do send in 
your reflections to us if at all possible 
and we will share the results. 

Sports Ministry



3

resources…

Good News 
Bible App 
for iPhones/
iPads
This is a fantastic 
resource for finding 
out more about the 
Bible. The graphics 
are well done and fun with quirky avatars for finding out more 
about key characters in the Bible. There is a whole range of 
activities including an excellent easy to follow timeline, which 
put the Bible stories in order, quizzes, maps, advice, as well 
as a section on what the Bible says on particular life issues. 
This will appeal to both children and adults and is well worth 
getting a copy, as not only can it be used individually, but with 
appropriate technology could be projected and would be a fun 
way to explore the Bible with a small group of children.
www.goodnewsbible.com/

Faith and Politics
Do faith and politics go 
together? Should young people 
see involvement in politics as 
part of being a disciple? These 
are some of the questions that 
the SUSA project is trying to 
get young people talking about. 
Their website has an excellent 
mix of quizzes and games and 
useful resources. There is a 
specific youth resource pack, 
with session plans about such 

topics as politics and God, and praying for parliament. 
These resources are free to download from their website. 
It’s well worth a look. 
www.susa.info 

New Safeguarding Card
The new pocket-sized quick reference 
Safeguarding card is now available. It can be 
ordered through the Methodist Publishing 
website. Ideal to give out to all those 
working with children and young people.

9–13s
GENERATEGENERATE

9–13s

9–13s
GENERATEGENERATE

9–13s

Get involved in the Big 
Sleepover 2 – February 2012

The opportunity to gather together at a residential 
event is always beneficial in growing our ministry with 
children and young people. Residential events are 
excellent for creating a space to just be.

Having many churches organising an event for the 
same purpose on the same night adds a feeling of 
something bigger and connected. It would be great 
to have lots of groups across the Connexion sleeping 
over between 3-26 February. This could take the form 
of a Church sleepover, a Circuit sleepover a District 
sleepover, or a pre Synod event for 9-13s.

We are aware that organising a sleepover may not 
be possible for some groups, so the resource is also 
suitable for using with your existing midweek or 
weekend sessions.

The 3Generate Big 
Sleepover 2 Resource Pack 

The resource pack will contain a selection of ideas, 
activities and sessions to enable you to explore 
the three themes and the material that came out of 
3Generate 9-13.

There will be worship ideas and suggestions for 
interactive prayer stations based around the theme My 
World. There will also be games and activity ideas for 
you to use throughout the event. 

Download the first Big Sleepover pack here: 
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/11-18s/children-and-
youth-assembly-11-18s/3generate-children-and-youth-
assembly-2/

The second pack will be available soon. check our 
website for details.

A quick reference guide for those  working within The Methodist Church

More information advice and support on Safeguarding, good practice, safer recruitment, training etc are available in each Methodist district. See also the Safeguarding pages on www.methodist.org.uk

Connexional Safeguarding Adviser:Elizabeth Hall, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JRTel: 020 7467 5189

Methodist Safeguarding enquiries: Email: safeguarding@methodistchurch.org.uk

Add contact details for:

The person to whom you are responsible

Your Minister

Church or Circuit Safeguarding Representative

District Safeguarding Co-ordinator

Local Children’s and Adult Services

Local Social Services (out of hours)

Local Police Child Protection

CCPAS Helpline 0845 120 4550
NSPCC Helpline 0808 800 5000

Design and production: Methodist Publishing, on behalf of the Methodist Church in Britain© Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 2011  Registered Charity no. 1132208
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reviews…

Week 1 – Wesley Methodist Church in 
Canton, Cardiff
We started with an act of worship 
challenging the congregation to ask 
“Where is God?” and we used the Spirited 
Art Exhibition as a reason to open the 
church worship area as a gallery to the 
public for a week and even attempted to 
make our own piece for the collection. 
Week2 – Cytun Tent (Wales’ Churches)
Royal Welsh Show
Spirited Art was once again on display 
to the public as a part of the Churches 
tent on the showground bridging the 
gap between our open fellowship area 
and the more hidden quiet area. 
Week3 – Cytun Tent (Wales’ Churches) 
National Eisteddfod
Spirited Art (or Celf Ysbrydol if you 
prefer) headed North again to Wrexham 
for the National Eisteddfod. This time 
the pieces framed the coffee hatch and 

filled our quiet corner. They served as 
great conversation starters for those 
working in the tent to converse with the 
public who were passing through and 
certainly brightened up the otherwise 
dull grey walls. 

It was great to be able to borrow the 
Spirited Art Exhibition. It worked really 
well as a way of getting everyone to talk 
about their own faith as they look at 
“Where is God?” and sparked some deep 
conversations about how young people 
can think deeply about real theological 
questions.

if you are interested in borrowing the 
spirited Arts exhibition please visit 
the page on our website 
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/
resources-workers/spirited-arts-
exhibition/spirited-arts-exhibition/

Rachel Lownsbrough a Children and Families worker 
attended our first induction day. Here’s what she said:

Spirited Arts has been to Wales!

New Workers Induction Day

Ian from Youth Space in the Cardiff Circuit borrowed the 
Spirited Art exhibition from the Children & Youth Team for 
three weeks in July/August 2011. Here’s what he had to say:

This is a great opportunity to meet 
and chat to other children and 
youth workers who have recently 

been employed by the Methodist church. 
Not only is it an opportunity to network 
and share ideas but the day offers a 
time to reflect on your work, learn 
more about Methodism, gather useful 
resources for children’s work and meet 
the Children & Youth crew at Methodist 
Church House! I found it a very helpful 

and encouraging day. As a brand new 
employee the induction day helped 
me to find direction in my work, and 
had some very useful practical advice, 
particularly with regards to social media 
and safeguarding young people. 

If you are interested in attending an 
induction day, our next one is on 24 

April. For more details or to register 
your interest please email us.
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dates for your diary…

February

3Rs at Oxford CYM
Oxford Centre for Youth Ministry (CYM) is hosting a monthly evening of food, 
worship, consultation and training for all those working with children and young 
people. Called 3Rs, it will be a chance to be: 

Refreshed physically and spiritually as you enjoy a meal, fellowship and worship 
review your practice as you discuss with others, and learn from up to date theory 
and experience. Sessions will cover material from ‘Core Skills’ and ‘More Core 
Skills’.
receive support and affirmation for the important work you are doing amongst 
children and young people

The dates for the next term are:  
9 february, 15 March, 19 April, 24 May, 14 June, and 12 July.

For more details see our website www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/regions-
workers/midlands/events-and-courses-midlands/monthly-training-and-support-in-
oxford/

A Question of Sport? 
13 February 2012 
(10.30am-3.30pm)
emirates stadium, Arsenal fC
An exciting day for those 
interested in sport, both for young 
people (9-23 years) and their 
leaders/youth workers. Meet with 
other children and young people involved in the Methodist Church with a passion 
for sport. The cost is £5 per person, which includes lunch and a stadium tour. 

Look out for a similar event in a Northern location later in the year. 
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Question-of-Sport-Email.pdf

Hand in Hand 2012 – 
Children’s and Family 
Ministry Conference  
3-5 February 2012
This national conference has a wealth of workshops and speakers on offer on a 
wide range of topics relevant to children’s and family ministry. Contributions will 
be made from Scripture Union, CYM, Big Ministries, Barnabus, Mothers’ Union, 
Schoolswork.co.uk, Cliff College amongst many others. Ideal to be challenged and 
inspired, find out about latest resources and to network and worship together. The 

FEBRUARY-JULY
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conference is being held from 3-5 February in Eastbourne. See their website for more 
details: www.familyministry.co.uk/Groups/170634/Family_Ministry_Web/
Conferences/2012_conference/2012_conference.aspx

Youth Work South West Conference 25 February 2012
Held in Exeter with guest speaker Matt Summerfield and a mixture of workshops, 
exhibitions and worship. For more info see their website 
www.youthworksouthwest.org.uk

Inspire6 25 February 2012 (9.30am-3.45pm)
lancashire Methodist district’s training day
As part of Lancashire District’s commitment to resource prayer throughout 2012, 
Inspire 6 will enable you to receive encouragement and training in different areas 
of prayer. www.lancashiremethodist.org.uk/inspire.html

Mosaic 3 March 2012 (9am-4pm)
Nazerene Theological College, didsbury, Manchester
One Day Conference for local church youth and children’s ministries. Designed to 
inspire, resource and equip, and brought to you ecumenically. Bookings and info via 
www.manyog.org.uk

Kent Children’s and Youth  
Work Conference 3 March 2012
Keycog, the Kent Ecumenical Children’s and 
Youth Officers Group, is running a Conference for Children’s and Youth Workers. 
The ‘Toolbox’ Conference is on Saturday 3 March, entitled Valuing Your Ministry. It 
is being held at the Hayesbrook School, Brook Street, Tonbridge, TN9 2PH. Arrivals 
9.30am; finish at 5pm. The cost is £15 but if you book by 7 February the cost will be 
£12. Booking deadline is 20 February.

For further information and the booking form, please go to www.childrenandyouth.
org.uk/worker/regions-workers/south-east/toolbox-the-conference

MARCH MOSAIC 12
One-day Conference to inspire, resource and equip, hosted in 

partnership by local churches and organisations 

Saturday 3rd March 2012

Booking and full info at 
www.manyog.org.uk
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Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our Facebook: www.facebook.com/#!/pages/
Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084

Contact Us
We always love to 

hear from you!
If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Core Skills training – an introduction into 
Children’s and Youth Work
Held in the Gloucestershire Circuit, Bristol on;

 24 March at Cirencester 
 21 April at hucclecote 
 19 May at Cinderford 

For more details contact rowes@methodistchurch.org.uk

North West Region Participation Roadshow 
Saturday 28 April 2012 (10am-4pm)
Venue: whalley Methodist Church, whalley, lancashire

Saturday 19 May 2012 (10am-4pm)
Venue tbc (Manchester)

Bringing together young people, workers and local church leaders. We’ll explore ways 
to become enthused, equipped and inspired about participation and transforming 
the way we minister with our younger generation.

Liverpool Toolkit Saturday 12 May 2012
Venue tbc  A training day for those working with children and young people. Keep 
an eye on our website for further details.MAY

APRIL-MAY

MARCH-MAY


