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Introducing the new  
Youth President
Hi everyone. My name is Megan Thomas and 
I am the new Youth President for 2014/15.

I’m Welsh, born and bred 
(believe it or not from those 
that have heard my accent) 

and I was brought up in a small 
village in mid-Wales. I moved to 
Cardiff three years ago to study at 
university and graduated earlier 
this summer in English and Drama. 
Although I am still a bit of a 
country bumpkin, I loved my time 
in the city so much that I’ve just 
moved house to Caerphilly (only 
10 minutes from Cardiff). In my 
spare time I attend dance classes, 
socialise with friends, go to the 
theatre and (surprise, surprise) take 
country walks.

I’m really excited about the year 
ahead and what it might bring. 
I’ve grown up in the Methodist 
Church and have had the privilege 
of watching its youth participation 
strategy bloom and flourish, and 
I can’t wait to see what else the 

Church has in store for children 
and young people. I’m really 
looking forward to 3Generate. This 
is an amazing event where young 
people across the country can get 
together and worship, discuss, 
workshop and have their say about 
faith and the Church. It’s brilliant!

I can’t wait to hear people’s stories 
and opinions – things which will 
not only inspire others around the 
country, but will also inspire me and 
encourage me on my faith journey. I 
have no doubt that this coming year 
will be challenging, exciting and 
full of surprises. I can’t wait to see 
how God is going to use me.

Contact Megan: youthpresident@
methodistchurch.org.uk or follow 
Megan’s journey through her 
blog: www.methodistyouthpres.
blogspot.co.uk

mailto:youthpresident%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:youthpresident%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.methodistyouthpres.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.methodistyouthpres.blogspot.co.uk
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3Generate coming to you 
2014 is the year of the Big Weekender!

This year’s 3Generate received an 
unprecedented demand for tickets, 
with many people in the 11-18s age 

stream missing out. We are really sorry 
for any disappointment caused and we are 
looking into possible solutions for future 
years but, in the meantime, we have put 
our heads together to try and find ways in 
which we can enable churches and groups 
to share in some of this year’s 3Generate.

3Generate was never intended to be just 
about one annual event
3Generate’s ultimate aim is to enable 
children and young people to have 
their voices heard at every level of the 
Methodist Church and beyond. Therefore, 
to share in the spirit of 3Generate, you 
don’t have to trek across the country to the 
middle-of-nowhere. You can ‘do’ 3Generate 
right where you are. And we want to help 
you with just that!

Introducing 3Generate TV
This year we will be piloting our very own 
3GenerateTV channel on YouTube www.
youtube.com/user/3generatetv. It will 

feature videos in the run up to the event, 
as well as interviews and discussions 
filmed during the actual weekend. We are 
also hoping to ‘live stream’ some material 
direct from 3Generate. Afterwards 
3GenerateTV will share stories of what 
has happened since – including what the 
elected reps have been up to. We’d also 
love it if individuals and local groups, 
churches, circuits, and districts submitted 
videos telling their stories (with the proper 
permissions and consent of course).

The 3Generate Big Weekender
If you can’t come to 3Generate, then 
3Generate can come to you. We’d love to 
encourage local projects, churches, circuits 
and districts to host their own 3Generate 
Big Weekender residential to coincide with 
this year’s event (14-16 November). To help 
support this we will be producing several 
resources, to be used in conjunction with 
the Big Sleepover and Voice Activated 
material (both of these resources can be 
found on the Children and Youth website: 
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/category/
worker/resources-worker/)

http://www.youtube.com/user/3generatetv
http://www.youtube.com/user/3generatetv
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/category/worker/resources-worker/
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/category/worker/resources-worker/
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Register your event at www.3generate.org.
uk. The first 10 Big Weekender events to 
register will be sent a £25 voucher for a 
supermarket of their choice.

Check out the Big Sleepover, Voice 
Activated and other resources at www.
childrenandyouth.org.uk for ideas.

Regularly visit the Big Weekender 
resources page to see what has been 
uploaded: www.childrenandyouth.org.
uk/3generate/big-weekender/big-
weekender-resources. There’s even a 
template for you to create invitations for 
your children and young people.

3Generate booking extended 
for 18-23 year olds!
At the time of going to press there are 
still a number of places left to book in 
the 18-23s age stream at 3Generate 2014. 
Recognising the special circumstances 
surrounding this age group and the factors 
that can affect their decision to attend 
events such as this (employment, job 
hunting, exams, starting university) we 
have extended the booking deadline for 18 
-23s until 24 October 2014.

We already have an exciting programme 
planned for our young adults – including a 
set from comedian Tony Vino, Rhema 
Theatre company’s production ‘It’s Not 

Fair’ (looking at the issue of trafficking) 
and a session exploring politics and voting 
ahead of the 2015 General Election. 

If you or your church works with those 
aged 18-23, please make sure they know 
about 3Generate and they are encouraged 
and supported to book in and attend. If 
you need help promoting the event to this 
age stream, please contact Youth President 
Megan Thomas: youthpresident@
methodistchurch.org.uk 

Book your place here: www.3generate.org.
uk 

Already booked in? Look out for 
your 3Generate Journal
This year everyone attending 3Generate 
will receive the 3Generate Journal. As 
well as containing details about what 
will be happening at the event itself, the 
journals will have sections to complete 
before, during and after the actual event. 
Workers can use these as a tool for 

facilitating discussion in the run up to 
3Generate (perhaps helping to dispel fears 
or concerns about home sickness) and as a 
means of following-up with their children 
and young people once they have got 
home. Look out for these arriving in the 
post!

Tony Vino

http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/3generate/big-weekender/big-weekender-resources
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/3generate/big-weekender/big-weekender-resources
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/3generate/big-weekender/big-weekender-resources
mailto:youthpresident@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:youthpresident@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.3generate.org.uk
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Two ‘Care for the Family’ parenting events

Mum’s the Word
Touring across Britain in  November, 
presented by Diane Louise Jordan 
and Cathy Madavan, Mum’s the Word 
brings encouragement, support and 
fresh inspiration to mums, as well as 
recognising and affirming their role in 
society. During the evening mums will 
hear how they can discover a child’s 
‘love language’, choose battles, dispel 
the myth of ‘Supermum’, set healthy 
boundaries and give a child ‘roots and 
wings’!

Parentalk Live
Again taking place across the country 
this autumn Parentalk Live is a bit of 
encouragement and a reminder that 
parents are not alone, but can make 
a real difference. This event looks at 
key issues, such as communication 
with children, setting boundaries, 
helping them grow in independence 

while keeping them safe and, above all, 
building strong bonds that will help 
to weather teenage storms. Practical 
tips will be shared, which can be put 
into action at home straightaway. 
Presented by best-selling author Rob 
Parsons OBE and inspirational speaker 
Katherine Hill.

For more information, visit:  
www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/
parenting-events 

Support for grieving parents
Care for the Family also offers excellent resources, support and 
guidance for grieving parents and those working with them, including 
this very useful free factsheet: www.careforthefamily.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2013/10/How-You-Can-Help-Bereaved-Parents-
NEW-2013.pdf.

(The dates for your diary section also has details of a day for grieving 
parents.)

family ministry news 
and resources…

Do 
Don’t

Do make allowances for our children’s behaviour. It
may be very disruptive and difficult. They need lots of
patience and love. Don’t forget to give time and attention to our

children – we may be struggling with our feelings
towards them.

Do invite us out to coffee or lunch – just to have a
change of scene for a while. Don’t tell us that you’ve been too busy to phone or

get in touch. Better to say, “We didn’t know what to
say.”

Do still invite us to events and parties, but
understand if sometimes we feel unable to go or
have to leave early. Don’t avoid the issue with us just because there

are other people around – at the school gate, in
church, or at work.

Do remember that appearances can be deceptive
– we may look as if we’re coping okay, but inside we
may be falling apart. Don’t ask how we are if you only want to hear, “I’m

okay, thank you.” Be prepared for the truth!
Do treat us as two individuals, even though we are a
couple – we may be grieving in very different ways.

Don’t assume that losing our child will draw us
closer together as a couple. We each need your
support and your help in our relationship.

Do remember that there is no time limit on grief – it If you have a faith, don’t just say, “I’m praying

will go on long after others expect. Please walk that
road with us.

for you” – be prepared to be part of the answer by
getting involved.

Do find ways to remember the anniversaries
that the family will appreciate – be creative; we
appreciate others’ ideas. Don’t be afraid to show your emotions, cry with us

and tell us how you feel.
Do be ready to listen to all the jumble of emotions
we may be feeling, without trying to give answers.

Don’t be judgemental of our behaviour, words,
actions or attitudes – they will find a proper level in
time.Do be aware that siblings may react in ways that

seem out of character – they have gone through
the worst experience imaginable and may be very
frightened and insecure.

Don’t try to give us answers – it is unlikely that
you will have any that will satisfy us. Just allow us to
express all our fears, questions and doubts.

Do show sensitivity – ring first – don’t just turn up
at the door; although sometimes it may be just the
break we need – be prepared for us to say that we
can’t cope with company just now.

Don’t tell us to “count our blessings” as we have
“other healthy children”. We are grieving for the one
who has gone and nothing will bring them back.

Do be aware that there will be times when we don’t
feel able to talk – but this doesn’t mean we won’t
want to talk at another time.

Don’t say you understand how we feel – whatever
your loss, it will be different from ours as each
person’s grief is individual.

Do help with planning and suggestions for the
funeral – you could spend months thinking of a
wedding and just days for a funeral. The details are
very important.

Don’t think that the age of the child determines
their value and the impact – the loss is also of our
dreams and their potential.

Do encourage us to be kind to ourselves and not
push ourselves to meet other people’s expectations
of how we should be. Don’t try to find something positive in our child’s

death.Do let us know that you share our sense of loss
and that you miss our child too. This can take away
isolation and be a great support.

Don’t think that death puts a ban on laughter.
Remembering and enjoying the times we had
together is important and helps us to heal.

 

© Care for the Family - A Christian response to a world of need. A Registered Charity
(England and Wales: 1066905; Scotland: SCO38497).

Do 
Don’t

Do talk to us – even if you don’t know what to say.

Knowing that you are sorry about our loss is a good

start.

Don’t avoid us – it hurts so much when you cross

the road when you see us coming, rather than be

willing to face us.

Do keep in touch; keep phoning, especially as

weeks turn into months and years. Be available.
Don’t phone and then say “let me know if I can

help”.

Do talk about our children – we love to hear your

memories of them.

Don’t worry about feeling ‘awkward’ – be normal,

yourself, our friend – we are still the same people.

Do think carefully before you speak – we’re feeling

quite vulnerable at the moment and insensitivity

could pull us down very low.

Don’t come out with platitudes, trite answers about

it “being for the best” or “seeing each other again

one day”. We long to see them now.

Do listen – it can be more important than what you

say. Sometimes we just need to know that we are

heard.

Don’t say things like – “You can always have

another, you’re young.” Children are not replaceable.

Do give practical support. We’re not able to cope

with routines at the moment so providing meals, help

at home and with our children, is vital.

Don’t wait to be asked to help – initially there is so

much help we need with just about everything.

Do offer specific help – “I’ll pick the children up on

Friday, take them out, give them tea and bring them

back at 6.”

Don’t overload us with responsibilities – for a while

it will be all we can cope with to get out of bed and

get dressed.

Do talk about everyday things that matter as well

– we’re still interested in you and what is going on

around us, but ‘small talk’ can seem very trivial.

If you have a faith, don’t be super-spiritual, feel you

need to pray with us, or have to defend God’s case.

Do understand that it will take time for us even to

begin to adjust to life, as it has to be for us from now

on.

Don’t feel you have to do something – just be

there.

Do give us space to be as we are, tears and all

– don’t try to discourage our tears and please be

willing to cry with us too.

Don’t ignore the loss, or avoid asking about our

child. Most bereaved parents long to talk and talk

about the child who has died.

Do be sensitive and aware, e.g. Christmas cards – a Don’t expect us to be over it – we will never get

mention of our child will let us know that you miss

them at this time too.

over it, but will find a ‘new normal life’ in time.

Do remember the Fathers! They can sometimes be

neglected as they may not be so willing to talk. Give

time to both parents.

Don’t say – “Be strong” – (it means “Don’t share

your pain, keep it to yourself.”)

Do take special care of those of us who parent

alone. We have no-one to measure ourselves against

to see how we’re doing.

Don’t assume that because we seem to be coping,

we don’t need your help. We have no choice but to

keep the family going.

How you can help
bereaved parents

- things we’d like you to know
Tel: (029) 2081 0800

www.careforthefamily.org.uk/bps

© Care for the Family Please feel free to copy this sheet, but only in its entirety

http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/parenting-events
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/parenting-events
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/How-You-Can-Help-Bereaved-Parents-NEW-2013.pdf
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/How-You-Can-Help-Bereaved-Parents-NEW-2013.pdf
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/How-You-Can-Help-Bereaved-Parents-NEW-2013.pdf
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Walk & Talk
Family workers and volunteers 
gathered together for a weekend in 
July to engage in conversation around 
family ministry. We learnt together, 
reflected on ministry and role and 
planned next steps. Time was spent 
being refreshed spiritually, as well as 
sharing best practice, discovering new 
ideas and resources. 

On Saturday Sam and Sara Hargreaves 
from Engage Worship shared 
approaches to whole church worship. 
And Trisha Anderson, from Care for 
the Family, led us through ‘Let’s Stick 
Together’, a short session encouraging 
parents to invest in their relationship. 
On Sunday Lucy Moore explored 
Messy Church discipleship and ways 
to spur everyone on in their faith 
journeys. Everyone appreciated the 
secluded surroundings at Felden Lodge 
with the space to get to know others 
through conversations that went on 
late into the evening.

One attendee commented: 
“Walk & Talk, left me feeling both 
inspired and refreshed. To spend a 
weekend with so many others, who 
share my voice and heart, was a true 
blessing. I came away feeling that I 
had been taught, led, fed and cared for 
so well – and also a step closer on my 
journey with God.”

This weekend provided a platform 
to explore how we might further 
support and equip workers in their 
roles, developing our approach to 
working with families in a wide variety 
of contexts. One area identified for 
development is equipping workers to 
provide better support to families with 
children who have special needs.

Compelling stories of how parents, 
carers and children from diverse 
backgrounds are welcomed, befriended 
and engaged in the life of the church 
were hugely encouraging. Walk & Talk 
was a fantastic event, offering an ideal 
opportunity to continue the dialogue 
on the nature of family ministry.

Gail Adcock, Family Ministries 
Development Officer

Keep up to date with 
Family Ministries News

For more news, reviews 
and resources to help with 
family ministries, visit www.
childrenandyouth.org.uk/
families. You can also search for 
‘Methodist Family Ministry’ on 
Facebook.

family ministry news 
and resources…

http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/families
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/families
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/families
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Love letters from God: Bible stories
Glenys Nellist illustrated by Sophie Allsopp (Zonderkidz, 2014)  
(ISBN 978-0310733843)

A beautifully written and illustrated book 
for children of all ages.

Each Bible story is told in an engaging 
and relevant way. “Close your eyes. Can 
you see the darkness?” is the opening 
sentence that introduces the creation 
story, which immediately attracts your 
interest.

Each story includes a folded letter 
attached for the reader from God. These 
letters draw out the meaning of the story 
and talk to the reader personally in a very 
powerful way. 

You are taken through the Old Testament 
with the traditional stories of the creation, 
Noah, Joseph, Samuel, David (and Goliath 
and the lions) and Jonah.

The New Testament begins with Jesus’ birth 
and ends with ‘The saddest story’ followed 
by ‘The happy ending’. These two chapters 
are dealt with in an honest and very moving 
way, but using an approach that children will 
be able to cope with: “The day my Son Jesus 
died was the saddest day I can remember. 
But shall I tell you a secret? This was not the 
end of Jesus … This story has a very happy 
ending, and I love happy endings!”

The final page has an invitation for the 
reader to join Jesus’ team and then a blank 
piece of paper to write your own love letter 
to God. 

Penny Fuller,  
Church & Community Coordinator

The Barnabas family Bible:  
110 Bible stories for families to share
Martyn Payne and Jane Butcher (2014, Barnabas for Children and the  
Bible Society) (ISBN 978 1 84101713 6)

The introduction says, “Family is a big 
idea... Wherever children are being nurtured 
in love by significant adults in their lives, 
there is family.” And this book of Bible 
stories, commentary and activities gives 
a brilliant opportunity for families of all 
kinds to explore God’s word together in an 
interesting, accessible and interactive way. 

Stories span the whole Bible narrative, 
taken from the Old and New Testament, 
from the flood in Genesis to the battle of 
Jericho, through the story of Nehemiah 
to the life of Jesus and the early Church. 
Alongside each one a brief commentary is 
offered as well as some questions to reflect 
on, prayer and activity suggestions and a 

visual aid. It gives a helpful and creative 
selection of ways to engage with the story 
meaningfully, allowing you to ‘pick and mix’ 
ideas depending on time available, ages of 
family members and how deep everyone 
wants to explore the story. 

Towards the end there’s also a valuable 
section that offers guidance and support in 
using the book, suggesting ways to set time 
aside, engaging with the stories as part of a 
regular family routine and reminding adults 
that we don’t have to know all the answers! 
There’s much on these pages that parents, 
carers, grandparents or readers of any kind 
will find hugely beneficial when engaging 
with the Bible and its stories.

It’s worth mentioning that whilst it covers 
a significant number of stories there are no 
references to Psalms or Paul’s letters, but 
despite this it takes families on a superb 
journey through God’s big story. This is a 
fantastic addition to any family’s library 
and comes highly recommended for those 
working with them too!

Gail Adcock,  
Family Ministries Development Officer
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Voice activated: making change happen
The Methodist Children & Youth 
resource Voice activated focused 
largely on encouraging local churches 
and projects to hear the voice of 
children and young people and to 
allow this voice to have an impact on 
decision making and planning.

This complementary resource moves 
us on a step further and explores ways 
in which the voice of children and 
young people can be heard beyond the 
Church in the wider world.

Once opinions have been gathered and 
the issues discussed, how do you help 

the groups and individuals you work 
with to influence change and make a 
real difference – on a local, national and 
international scale, within the Church 
and in society?

Voice activated: making change 
happen offers broad-ranging and 
comprehensive information and advice 
and will hopefully prove a useful 
tool for youth leaders and children’s 
workers – as well as for children and 
young people themselves. 
 

Do you know someone who has entered 
higher education this autumn?
Do you know someone who has gone to 
university or college this autumn? Our 
contact list for university and higher 
education chaplains is available online 
at www.methodist.org.uk/mission/
chaplaincy/chaplaincy-activities/
education-chaplains. 

Almost all chaplaincies have a website 
and a Facebook group, so there are 

many ways to get in touch. Chaplains 
are always glad to hear about new 
students before they arrive and can 
be an important source of support in 
the exciting transition to student life. 
Methodist students also have their 
own network and link up with each 
other through the National Methodist 
Students Facebook group. 

Children and Youth are now on Pinterest!
Visit www.pinterest.com/
MethodistCYF to follow us and look 
out for ideas and resources being 
added regularly to aid you in your 

work. In the coming months we will 
start to fill the boards with ideas and 
inspiration for Harvest and for Advent.

MAKING CHANGE HAPPEN

World Mission Fund

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-activities/education-chaplains
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-activities/education-chaplains
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-activities/education-chaplains
http://www.pinterest.com/MethodistCYF
http://www.pinterest.com/MethodistCYF
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Mental health matters
Saturday 25 October, Bramhall Methodist Church, 
Stockport, Cheshire
An open day exploring how churches can be a welcoming community for those 
with mental health issues. Speakers  include Gill Dascombe, Vice-President of the 
Methodist Conference.

Action for Children: National Children’s 
Hour Launches
Sunday 26 October
When the big hand reaches for the little hand... On October 26th, when the clocks go 
back, Action for Children is launching National Children’s Hour to celebrate everything 
that’s great about childhood. All they’re asking is for all the ‘big hands’ out there (parents, 
grandparents, friends or family), to spend that one extra hour having fun with the 
children in their life. If you’d like to take part in National Children’s Hour before or after 
church, or know someone else who would, download a free activity pack from the website: 
www.actionforchildren.org.uk/nch 

Christian New Media Conference
Saturday 1 November 2014, The Brewery,  
Chiswell Street, London
A one-day event that will equip you and your church through 30 sessions exploring how 
you can engage young people in the life of the church, evangelise effectively online, 
campaign for change, raise funds and much more. If you represent a local congregation 
or denomination, are a blogger or a Tweeter, work for a charity or are active online in 
any Christian context, this event is designed for you. Places cost £39. For a full list of 
sessions or to see the full agenda, visit www.newmediacentreofexcellence.org.uk/cnmac/
conference 

3Generate 2014
14-16 November 2014, Pioneer Centre,  
Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire
For more information and to book,  
visit www.3generate.org.uk.                            

dates for your diary…

http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/nch
http://www.3generate.org.uk
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                  Children’s spirituality day
Saturday 15 November 2014,  
Christ Church Halton, Leeds
A day with Dr Rebecca Nye, offering fresh and deep insights 
into children’s spirituality, and featuring interactive talks and 
workshops.
For more information, visit www.leedsnandemethodist.org.uk/
temp/Spirituality.pdf 

Suicide prevention training
16-17 November, Lozells Methodist Church, 
Birmingham
ASIST (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training) is a two-day, skills-building 
workshop that prepares caregivers of all kinds to provide suicide first aid 
interventions. Professionals, volunteers and informal helpers all need to know how 
to help people with thoughts of suicide in ways that increase their safety. For more 
information, visit www.forwardforlife.org/get-in-touch/book-online/.

Bereaved parent support day
Saturday 22 November, St John’s Mill,  
St John’s, Isle of Man
Organised by Care for the Family.  
For more information and to book, visit      
www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/ 
bereavement-support-events.

Families, households and tribes, a ‘Family 
Matters’ webinar
Thursday 4 December 2014, 7.30 – 8.30pm
The first in a series of webinars presented by The Centre for Family and Childhood 
Studies at Bristol Baptist College, exploring what it means to be family. Presenter Sian 
Hancock will view family life through a sociological lens to identify what matters to 
families and why families matter to society; it will be an opportunity to reflect upon the 
hot issues impacting upon family life and to consider the complexities of engaging with 
and supporting families in our communities. To register, email cymoffice@bristol-baptist.
ac.uk  

        

  

 

dates for your diary…

http://www.leedsnandemethodist.org.uk/temp/Spirituality.pdf
http://www.leedsnandemethodist.org.uk/temp/Spirituality.pdf
http://www.forwardforlife.org/get-in-touch/book-online/
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/bereavement-support-events
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/bereavement-support-events
http://cymoffice@bristol-baptist.ac.uk
http://cymoffice@bristol-baptist.ac.uk
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Messy Church discipleship day
Saturday 6 December 2014,  
Christopher Whitehead  
Language College, Worcester   
Explore, with Lucy Moore, how to take Messy  
Church participants on a journey of faith and  
deepening discipleship. For more information or  
to register (by 17 November), contact Michele Simms: bhamdee@mac.com. 

The Family and how the Scriptures are 
passed to the next generation, a ‘Family 
Matters’ webinar
Thursday15 January 2015, 7.30 – 8.30pm
This is the second in a series of webinars presented by the Centre for Family and 
Childhood Studies at Bristol Baptist College. The first part of the webinar, hosted this 
time by Howard Worsley, will look at Biblical and historical perspectives on family. Then, 
after looking at the story of the Man Who Planted Trees (as a metaphor of hope), the 
session will consider current contexts of how families enable children to read the Bible. 
One of the aims of this webinar is to encourage those who have children in their care 
to look more carefully at how they interpret meaning from scripture. To register, email 
cymoffice@bristol-baptist.ac.uk 

Families in the ‘hood, a ‘Family Matters’ 
webinar
Tuesday 10 February 2015, from 7.30 – 8.30pm
This webinar, the third in a series from the Centre for Family and Childhood Studies at 
Bristol Baptist College. will unpack some of Martin Payne’s research into Messy Church 
in challenging rural areas, and offer reflections on ways forward for family ministry in 
areas of deprivation, be those urban or rural. The session will look at examples of good 
practice as well as exploring some of the significant differences between family ministry 
in challenging areas as compared to those in more affluent communities, and will also 
look at the five key values of Messy Church, namely hospitality, creativity, celebration, all 
age and Christ-centredness. To register, email cymoffice@bristol-baptist.ac.uk

January

2015

February

dates for your diary…
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dates for your diary…

Love your neighbour: think, pray, vote
Saturday 21 February 2015, Coventry Central Hall
Join the Joint Public Issues Team and Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby for 
a day-conference focused on how Christians and churches can help create a more 
just society in the build-up to the 2015 General Election. A number of tickets have 
been set aside for under-25s. For more information and to register your place, go 
to www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/loveyourneighbour.

Households of faith, a ‘Family Matters’ 
webinar
Tuesday 10 March 2015, from 7.30 – 8.30pm
Jane Butcher explores how families nurture faith together when they face daily 
challenges of time, having the family together, changing lifestyle patterns and needs as 
children get older and others? What does the ‘family context’ mean and what role does 
the extended church family play? To register, email cymoffice@bristol-baptist.ac.uk

Family Ministry, a ‘Family Matters’ 
webinar Gail Adcock 
Thursday 16 April 2015, from 7.30 – 8.30pm
Family ministry has seen an unprecedented rise across the Church in the UK in recent 
years. Increasing numbers of workers and congregations are seeking more holistic 
ways of working with parents, children and young people. This webinar, hosted by the 
Methodist Church Family Ministries Development Officer, Gail Adcock, will consider 
the current shape and formation of family ministry, exploring the various methods 
taken to engage with families. It will also reflect on how this work can be developed 
and supported in the future with particular reference to how the church may stand 
alongside families as they face the challenges of today’s society. To register, email 
cymoffice@bristol-baptist.ac.uk

March

April

If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-
Children-Youth/126895266084
Twitter: @childrenyouth

Contact Us
We always love to 

hear from you!
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