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Do you know a 3GENERATE delegate 
who could be our next Youth Rep?
Methodist Children and Youth 

are really looking forward to 
welcoming hundreds of young people 
to 3Generate in a few weeks’ time. It’s 
going to be a great weekend.

Every year at 3Generate there is 
an opportunity for young people 
to stand as a Youth Rep for the 
following year. Everyone over the age 
of 11 at 3Generate will vote for the 
people they’d like to represent them 
at Methodist Council, Methodist 
Conference, British Youth Council, 
Ecumenical and World Councils.

In previous years, candidates have 
applied during the weekend but, 
this year, we’ve changed the way we 
manage applications and applications 
will need to be in BEFORE the 
3Generate weekend (the deadline is 6 
November 2015).

So if you know someone aged between 
16 and 23, who is attending 3Generate 
and is:

   passionate about representing 
the voice of young people in the 
Methodist Church

   comfortable being involved in 
formal meetings and expressing 
their opinion

   willing to speak in front of groups 
of people they might not know

   willing to attend meetings, which 
might include some independent 
travel (all expenses covered by the 
Methodist Church)

...then please ask them to consider 
applying to be one of our new Youth 
Reps.

Being a Youth Rep is a brilliant 
opportunity that enables young adults 
to get more involved, gain experience, 
develop new skills, grow spiritually 
and emotionally – and to make a real 
difference within the Church.

Youth Reps meet and consult with 
young people so that they can 
represent their views and contribute 
to wider debate and decision making. 
Youth Reps are also a part of the Youth 
President’s Advisory Group.

Each delegate aged 16-23 will soon be 
receiving a letter, encouraging them to 
consider applying. You (and they) can 
find out more about applying to be a 
Youth Rep at www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/3generate/getting-involved/
reps.

If you, or young people you know who 
may be interested, would like more 
information you can email 3genreps@
methodist.org.uk.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/getting-involved/reps
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/getting-involved/reps
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/getting-involved/reps
mailto:3genreps@methodist.org.uk
mailto:3genreps@methodist.org.uk
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Bookings still being taken for 
3GENERATE 18-23s
Do you know anyone aged 

18-23, who is involved with the 
Methodist Church in some way and:

   is passionate about challenging 
and changing themselves, the 
Church and the world?

   would like to meet others to 
explore faith, vocation and 
important current affairs?

   would benefit from time away from 
work, studies or other pressures?

If so, please point them towards the 
18-23s stream at 3Generate 2015! The 
booking deadline for this stream is 
specially extended to allow for the 
unpredictability of being a young adult, 
and so they have until 21 October to 
reserve their place.

What makes 3Generate 
18-23s so different?
During the weekend the programme 
offers plenty of options, meaning 
that each delegate can shape the 
event to suit their own interests, 
passions and needs. As with all other 
3Generate events, delegates have the 
opportunity to share in worship, Bible 
study, interactive sessions exploring 
important issues, outdoor activities, 
games, craft, campaigning, elections for 
Youth President and other Reps, and 
lots more besides. Whilst 3Generate 
18-23s is one of the three streams 

of 3Generate 
Children’s and 
Youth Assembly, the young 
adults have a separate 
accommodation wing, their own 
programme (designed by their 
peers) and a dedicated lounge area.

Those interested in attending can 
book by visiting www.3generate.
org.uk. Any questions – including 
requests for help approaching 
districts, circuits or churches for 
financial support – can be emailed to 
Lynne: normanl@methodistchurch.
org.uk.

http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.3generate.org.uk
mailto:normanl%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:normanl%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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The Good Childhood 2015 
The subjective well-being of children in the UK

In the UK, the British Household 
Panel Survey started asking 
children aged 11 to 15 a small 
number of questions about their 
subjective well-being in 1994 
onwards6 and, more recently, other 
surveys such as the Understanding 
Society survey and the Millennium 
Cohort Study have asked children 
the same set of same questions. 
The data from these large-scale 
social surveys are an invaluable 
source of information on children’s 
subjective well-being. However, they 
are limited in scope. The Children’s 
Society’s research programme – 
the most extensive programme of 
research into children’s subjective 
well-being globally – has been 
able to add important insights to 
our understanding of children’s 
well-being (which are summarised 
in later sections of this report). 
Indeed, The Children’s Society is 
the only non-governmental source 
of data to be included in the ONS 
wheel of measures of children’s 
well-being.7 

So why does children’s 
subjective well-being matter?
 
At the most fundamental level, it 
hardly needs arguing that children’s 
quality of life is a major concern 
for society, and a very important 
way of finding out whether children 
are experiencing a good quality of 
life is to ask them. Sometimes this 
will relate to informal, everyday 
conversations with children. When 
parents, teachers, practitioners 
and others ask children what 
is important in their lives, what 
aspects of their life are going well 
and if there is anything that they 
would change – they are asking 
about subjective well-being. 

However, there is also value 
in asking these questions 
systematically through surveys 
that are representative of local or 
national populations. Surveys of 
children’s subjective well-being 
make it possible to ask large 
numbers of children about the 

aspects of their lives that we know 
matter to them most. They allow 
us to identify the issues that are 
important at the individual, group 
or population level, and to find 
explanations for differences in well-
being between individuals or groups 
of children. They can also form 
the basis of comparisons between 
children in different countries or 
children in the same country at 
different points in time, which can 
give us important insights into 
aspects of well-being that might be 
amenable to change. Quantitative 
approaches are only one aspect 
of research into children’s well-
being but they are invaluable at the 
population level and when decisions 
about policy and spending are 
being made. They also provide 
a counterweight to measures 
that have tended to dominate 
discussions of children’s lives, such 
as educational attainment, which 
is important but only part of the 
picture. As argued in the World 
Happiness Report 2015:8

2005
2007

2008
2009

2010

We run a national 
consultation of 
over 8,000 young 
people aged 14 and 
15. They told us 
what they felt were 
the most important 
ingredients for them 
to have a good life 
and what things 
prevented this.

The pilot of our 
first well-being 
survey using young 
people’s responses 
to our 2005 
survey, as well as 
a review of existing 
international  
work on children’s 
well-being takes 
place.

Our first well-
being survey is 
carried out with 
a representative 
sample of over 
7,000 children 
aged 10 to 15 
in mainstream 
schools in England.

We run further 
consultations with 
younger children 
aged eight and nine 
years old and we 
also test additional 
questions on topics 
not covered in 
2008.

The second well-being 
survey begins. This 
includes a representative 
sample of just under 
6,000 children aged 
eight to 15 in mainstream 
schools in England. We 
also begin our quarterly 
Good Childhood Index 
surveys which sample 
2,000 children aged 
eight to 15.

            

6 Analysis of this data first appeared in Clarke et al. (2000) 
7 See Beardsmore and Siegler (2014) 
8  Helliwell et al (2015)

In August the Children’s Society launched the 10th annual Good 
Childhood Report and presented some of the key findings to a group 
at Church House, Westminster, including the Methodist Family 

Development Officer, Gail Adcock. The report is produced in collaboration 
with the University of York, and comes from the most extensive national 
research programme on children’s subjective well-being in the world.

The report (www.goodchildhood2015.childrenssociety.org.uk/) is highly 
accessible, interactive and visually engaging. Among other features, it shows 
how children in England compare with children in other countries around the 
world. You can also find supporting material at www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
what-we-do/research/the-good-childhood-report-2015.

Key findings
   Out of the 15 diverse countries surveyed, children in England are among 

the unhappiest with their school life, ranking worse than Ethiopia and 
Algeria. 

   Two children in every classroom (one in ten) in England are unhappy 
with their school life.

   Half a million children (10 and 12 year olds) in England are bullied 
each month and half have felt left out by their classmates, causing huge 
damage to their happiness.

Reflections from Gail Adcock, Family 
Development Officer...

   The importance of healthy family relationships impacts on levels of 
children’s well-being. For children in care, their scores in this area are 
virtually half of other children and they experience low well-being.

NEWS FROM THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
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The Good Childhood 2015 
The subjective well-being of children in the UK

The Good Childhood 
Report 2015

10th Annual Good Childhood Report 
from the Children’s Society

http://goodchildhood2015.childrenssociety.org.uk/
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/research/the-good-childhood-report-2015
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/research/the-good-childhood-report-2015
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   For girls in Year 8 (aged 12-13), the scores for appearance, body and self-
confidence drop significantly compared to boys (the same is true of Year 
6 children, aged 10-11, too). 

   What might be the reasons that well-being and satisfaction, especially 
related to school, decrease so much through adolescence? Is this 
connected to testing and exams? Puberty and physical changes? 

   What is the place of spirituality and faith in children and young people’s 
well-being? How do they perceive their own identity, seeing themselves 
through God’s eyes and not human ones?

   How should the Church – locally and nationally – respond to this report?

What do you think? If you have any thoughts to offer on the reflections above 
and/or the report as a whole, let us know by emailing childrenandyouth@
methodistchurch.org.uk.

The Children’s Society has recently launched a new collection 
of theological essays on adolescence and neglect, featuring 
contributions from different authors. They explore ways in which we 

can respond individually and collectively to issues in this area. Methodist 
Family Development Officer, Gail Adcock, has submitted an article on the 
subject of reducing the impact of neglect through church support for families. 
You can read the full publication at www.childrenssociety.org.uk/theology-
and-neglect. 

This project is part of the Children’s Society’s wider campaign, Seriously 
Awkward, which in turn is based on the outcomes of a study around life 
choices for vulnerable 16 and 17 year olds. You can read the summary report 
at www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/seriously_awkward_youth-
at-risk_summary_online-final_1.pdf.

On adolescence and neglect

By Iryna Pona, Sam Royston, Clare Bracey, Amy Gibbs

Seriously Awkward:
How vulnerable 16–17 year olds 
are falling through the cracks

June 2015
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mailto:childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/theology-and-neglect
http://childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/seriously_awkward_youth-at-risk_summary_online-final_1.pdf
http://childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/seriously_awkward_youth-at-risk_summary_online-final_1.pdf
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Pregnancy twinning – a brilliant new initiative 
from a former one programme participant

Did you know that mothers in 
Malawi are 60 times more likely to 
die in pregnancy or childbirth than 

mothers in the UK?

Pregnancy Twinning is a charity scheme 
launched in February 2015. The idea is that 
individuals or groups in the UK pay a one-
off cost of £40 to ‘twin’ themselves with a 
pregnancy in Malawi. This money pays 
for transport to hospital for safer delivery, 
access to anti-retroviral treatment for HIV 
and visits by locally trained women called 
‘mother buddies’, who make eight visits to 
the mothers supported by the scheme in 
order to provide support and advice. 

This is the brainchild of James Adams and 
Rachel Bowers. Nine months earlier, they 
had been discussing the idea of launching 
a project to make a difference to maternal 
health in Malawi. James had previously 
worked on the Methodist Church’s One 
Programme*, based with Swan Bank 
Church in Stoke-on-Trent, and through 
that discovered his love for project work 
and initiating new schemes. Both James 

and Rachel were involved in youth work 
and, together with others they met, they 
developed a passion for making a difference 
on a global scale. They got in touch with the 
charity Chasing Zero and together they got 
the scheme off the ground.

The response to the launch of the scheme 
was incredible. One hundred pregnancies 
were twinned in the first three weeks, 
with over 350 people buying a Pregnancy 
Twinning mother’s day card for £15, of 
which £12 went straight into supporting 
the scheme. It was even featured in the 
Independent newspaper! 

But twinning a pregnancy isn’t just for 
pregnant women! You can twin a pregnancy 
between a group of people or even as a 
present. Can you imagine a better gift than 
one which changes the life of a mum and 
baby out in Malawi? Much better than a 
CD! Perfect for Christmas/ birthdays/baby 
showers or Mothering Sunday! 

James and Rachel have big plans for the 
future of Pregnancy Twinning. They are 

looking for a team of reps and ambassadors 
to help take the project forward, reach more 
people and impact more lives. 

If you are interested in getting involved 
with Pregnancy Twinning, whether you want 
to share the news with your local youth 
group/church, or represent the project at 
different events, James and Rachel are 
seeking more people who are passionate 
about making a difference in the world. 
They can provide references and evidence 
for CVs, and volunteers can even use the 
time given to work towards their Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. For more information 
or to ask any questions, email James at 
jamesadams1993@googlemail.com. 

* The One Programme is a Methodist 
opportunity for young people aged 16 to 23. 
One Programme Participants (OPPs) are 
paid to work in local projects, lending their 
skills and time, and following a programme 
of personal development and discipleship 
for a full academic year.

mailto:jamesadams1993@googlemail.com
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The ONE Programme gets messy

And here’s some news from One 
Programme Participant, James 
Pegg, who has just finished his 

year’s placement...

Over the past year I have been a 
participant on the Methodist Church’s 
One Programme. My project has been 
with the Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) 
working as part of the Messy Church 
team with a focus on researching and 
supporting teenage engagement in Messy 
Churches across the country. It has been 
a fantastic year of learning and gaining 
experience of different ways to reach 
people of all ages with the message of the 
gospel.

I am sure many of you have come across, 
or maybe even have led a Messy Church. 
However, allow me to provide a brief 
description: Messy Church is a ‘fresh 
expression’ of Church where people of all 
ages can come and meet with God in a 
relaxed and creative way. Messy Church is 
missional and focused on helping people 
who have no idea who Jesus is begin their 
journey of faith. Over the last ten years 
Messy Church has spread across the 
country and it is now becoming an ever 
increasing thing seen in churches around 
the world. Through Messy Church young 
people can not only learn about faith 
but actually begin to practise and share 
their relationship with Jesus with people 
who have never stepped into church, but 
are beginning to get to know God. To be 
a part of this wonderful thing that God 
has raised up has been an incredible and 
humbling experience.

I have been visiting Messy Churches 
around the country that are engaging 
young people, or Messy Churches that 
want to improve the work they are doing 
with teenagers through Messy Church. 
These visits have taken me from Chorley 
in Lancashire to Hurstpierpoint in 
Sussex. I have visited almost 30 Messy 
Churches, and it has been a real blessing 
to see what God is doing across the 
country in churches and what God is 
doing in the lives of normal people. I 
have heard great testimonies from young 
people, including a teenager saying that 
“Messy Church allows me to bring people 
closer to Jesus”.

I have also attended and spoken at  
many events and conferences, including 
national children and youth work 
conferences as well as regional Messy 
Church meet-ups. Travelling around 
the country and meeting many different 
people has been a highlight of  
my year and it has given 
invaluable experience that I will 
take with me into the future. 

The thing that has really stuck with 
me and something that I have learnt 
over this year is the whole idea of what 
church actually is. What makes church 
church? But maybe more importantly, 
how can we allow people who have never 
stepped inside a church begin exploring 
who Jesus is to them? How can people 
feel like they belong to a worshipping 
community? These are big questions 
that I still have no definitive answer to. 
However, through being a part of this 
Messy Church environment, I have 
realised that faith isn’t a straightforward 
thing for people to have a grasp of. 
Instead it takes time and a lot of support 
from the whole church community 
for someone to begin their journey of 
faith, and it is far messier than what I 
previously thought. Messy Church is 
giving people the chance to start their 
messy journey of faith, and it is reaching 
a whole generation of people with the 
message that God loves them no matter 
who they are.

If you want to find out more about 
Messy Church then get in touch 
through the website - www.messychurch.
org.uk/contact-us or via Facebook 
(Messy Church – BRF) and Twitter (@
MessyChurchBRF).

http://www.messychurch.org.uk/contact
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/contact
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Church-based toddler 
groups

The recently published report 
from Jubilee+ (www.jubilee-
plus.org/Articles/440843/

Jubilee_Plus/Research/THE_
IMPACT_OF.aspx) shows that church-
based toddler groups are a significant 
and growing area of ministry, with 
the potential to impact the lives of 
many across the life of the Church and 
community. As the report’s conclusions 

and recommendations indicate, these 
groups are well worth an investment of 
time, resources and support to ensure 
they are effective.

The report helpfully summarises,

“Churches that want to make 
an impact in their communities 
through engaging with families with 
young children should establish 
where there is the most need and 
then deliberately set up a long-

term group with a properly trained, 
resourced and well organised team.
 
“Church leaders need not be directly 
involved, but should make sure that 
the group feels supported and that 
the church’s mission and vision 
aligns with the group’s goals. 
 
Churches that do so can expect 
growth in the capability and outward 
focus of its people, as well as in the 
scope for making connection within 
their community and increasing 
the opportunity to connect people 
with other worthwhile activities 
that the church undertakes. Such 
impact might not be numerically 
spectacular, but is likely to be 
of immense value to specific 
individuals.”

The organisation 1277 aims to develop 
and implement a national strategy 
for supporting church-based toddler 
groups and associated activities. To 
explore some of the resources it has on 
offer, visit their website: www.1277.org.
uk/resources.

Finally Rachel Ball’s Let Their Light 
Shine blog (www.lettheirlightshine.
com) contains ideas, reflections and 
resources for anyone involved in a 
church-based toddler group. 

news and resources…
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http://www.jubilee-plus.org/Articles/440843/Jubilee_Plus/Research/THE_IMPACT_OF.aspx
http://www.jubilee-plus.org/Articles/440843/Jubilee_Plus/Research/THE_IMPACT_OF.aspx
http://www.jubilee-plus.org/Articles/440843/Jubilee_Plus/Research/THE_IMPACT_OF.aspx
http://www.jubilee-plus.org/Articles/440843/Jubilee_Plus/Research/THE_IMPACT_OF.aspx
http://www.1277.org.uk/resources
http://www.1277.org.uk/resources
http://www.lettheirlightshine.com
http://www.lettheirlightshine.com
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The death of the Revd David Gamble

We are family – the findings of the 
family ministry research project

September saw the launch of the research report for the We Are 
Family project, which explored the current landscape of family 
ministry in the UK. This broad and dynamic project presents 

findings from a range of consultations with workers, interviews with 
prominent family ministry figures and ecumenical surveys. 

It is an in-depth inquiry that raises significant questions for the Church’s 
work with families. You can read the full report at www.methodist.org.uk/
wearefamily and copies of the Research Summary booklet can be ordered 
from Methodist Publishing (www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/books/
ab023-ct-15/we-are-family).

There is also a set of family coasters that can be used as a resource for 
discussing work with families – these will be used at the upcoming ‘Family 
Ministry@The Well’ days taking place across regions. Keep an eye on Well 
Snapshots emails for more information about these.

news and resources…

It is with deep sadness that we report 
the sudden passing in September 
of the Revd David Gamble, former 

President of the Methodist Conference 
and a long-time advocate of children’s and 
youth work. David served for ten years as 
a member of staff for, what was then, the 
Division of Education and Youth. He also 
took on the pivotal role of President of the 
European Methodist Youth and Children’s 
Council, helping to build international 
links between children’s and youth 
practitioners.

The Revd Gareth Powell, Secretary of the 
Conference, commented, “David will be 
remembered for a wide range of gifts and 
skills, not least his commitment to making 
the Church a safer place. David knew God’s 
love and he proclaimed God’s love in all of 
the varied tasks that Methodism required of 
him. He enriched our connexional life and 
was a pastor to many. We pray for the peace 
of David’s soul and offer our condolences 
to his wife Liz while assuring her, and 
their children, Sam, Sophie and Joe of our 
prayers.”

We are Family
The Changing Face of Family Ministry

http://www.methodist.org.uk/wearefamily
http://www.methodist.org.uk/wearefamily
http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/books/ab023-ct-15/we-are-family
http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/books/ab023-ct-15/we-are-family
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news and resources…

Something new to enrich the assembly 
‘space’ in your schools
The website www.rebooworld.com 
encourages young people to engage 
thoughtfully and actively with 
assembly topics and the Christian 
message. The subscription site has 

weekly editions (much like a digital 
magazine) and is designed to be used 
in a classroom or group setting – 
perfect for tutor times. 

Talking wellbeing: a discussion kit for 
young people 
Talking Wellbeing is a kit that supports 
a five-step workshop exploring well-
being in a guided yet flexible way. It 
is aimed at young people aged 14-19, 
and can be used with groups of up to 

10 participants. For more information, 
visit www.ncb.org.uk/areas-of-activity/
health-and-well-being/health-and-
social-care-unit/resources-and-
publications/talking-wellbeing.

Chaplaincy Central
For anyone currently providing 
chaplaincy support in education, 
or for churches and groups who 
are considering doing so, www.
chaplaincycentral.co.uk is a great place 
to start. The site contains stories, 
ideas and resources that are all 
freely shared by its membership.

For more information about the 
Methodist Church’s Chaplaincy 

Everywhere resources, visit  
www.methodist.

org.uk/mission/
chaplaincy.

Borrowing some ideas from our 
Australian friends...
The Centre for Theology and Ministry, 
based in Victoria, Australia, regularly 
shares ideas for children’s, youth and 

family work at www.ctm.uca.edu.au. It’s 
always worth keeping an eye on what 
our global colleagues are up to!

http://www.rebooworld.com
http://www.ncb.org.uk/areas-of-activity/health-and-well-being/health-and-social-care-unit/resources-and-publications/talking-wellbeing
http://www.ncb.org.uk/areas-of-activity/health-and-well-being/health-and-social-care-unit/resources-and-publications/talking-wellbeing
http://www.ncb.org.uk/areas-of-activity/health-and-well-being/health-and-social-care-unit/resources-and-publications/talking-wellbeing
http://www.ncb.org.uk/areas-of-activity/health-and-well-being/health-and-social-care-unit/resources-and-publications/talking-wellbeing
http://www.chaplaincycentral.co.uk
http://www.chaplaincycentral.co.uk
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy
http://www.ctm.uca.edu.au
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Do you know someone who has entered higher 
education this autumn?
Do you know someone who has gone 
to university or college this autumn? 

Our contact list for university and 
higher education chaplains is now 

available online at www.methodist.org.
uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-
activities/education-chaplains. 

Almost all chaplaincies have a website 
and a Facebook group, so there are 
many ways to get in touch. Chaplains 
are always glad to hear about new 
students before they arrive and can 
be an important source of support in 
the exciting transition to student life. 
Methodist students also have their 
own network and link up with each 
other through the National Methodist 
Students Facebook group. 

Totally free photos!
It is becoming increasingly difficult in 
a digital age to find great visuals for 
presentations, newsletters and such 
like – but the images on this website 

are beautiful, varied and (best of all) 
totally free! Visit www.freelyphotos.
com for a growing bank of high-quality 
photos with church groups in mind.

Seasons and Celebrations – a round-the-
year worship companion
Following the success of ROOTS’ 
Prayer and Prayer Activities, this new 
book offers you versatile ideas for 
all-age worship. It includes complete 
service outlines and worship ideas for 
every season and holy day, from Advent 
Sunday to Christ the King with many 
extras in between including Pancake 
Day, Mothering Sunday and Father’s 

Day, Harvest and Christingle. All the 
texts can be downloaded or projected 
from the accompanying CD-ROM.

Available from the Canterbury Press 
for £24.99: www.canterburypress.co.uk/
books/9781848256811/seasons-and-
celebrations.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-activities/education-chaplains
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-activities/education-chaplains
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-activities/education-chaplains
http://www.freelyphotos.com
http://www.freelyphotos.com
http://www.canterburypress.co.uk/books/9781848256811/seasons-and-celebrations
http://www.canterburypress.co.uk/books/9781848256811/seasons-and-celebrations
http://www.canterburypress.co.uk/books/9781848256811/seasons-and-celebrations
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The Esther Collective – equipping 
women leaders to serve the world
Through a series of five Saturdays 
over the course of a year, members 
of The Esther Collective can meet 
other women, have a Q+A session 
with Christian women from a range of 
backgrounds, share food, develop their 
faith, and much more! With access to 
an online hub containing inspiring 

blogs, useful resources, and a bank of 
opportunities, members of The Esther 
Collective will be encouraged (and 
supported) to find a mentor, and to 
commit to reading the Bible in a year. 
To find out more, visit the website: 
www.theesthercollective.jimdo.com.

http://www.theesthercollective.jimdo.com
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Gingerbread – providing advice and support 
to the UK’s two million single parents

Since 1918 the charity 
Gingerbread has been 
supporting, advising and 

campaigning with single parents to 
help them meet their family’s needs 
and achieve their goals.

Whatever success means to a single 
parent – a healthy family, a flexible job, 
stable finances, or a chance to study 
– the organisation works with them to 
make it happen.

The helpline and online advice assists 
single parents make confident choices 
about their family’s future, whether 
that’s working or studying, managing 
money or making arrangements with 
their child’s other parent.

Gingerbread training programmes help 
single parents develop their skills and 
get jobs that fit with their families.

And the campaigning that the 
organisation does with single parents 
ensures that their voices are heard, 
whilst friendship groups, online forums 
and supportive membership make sure 
no single parent has to feel like they’re 
raising a family alone.

As one single parent said, “I don’t feel 
that any other body or organisation 
represents the interests of single 
parents like Gingerbread does. 
Knowing that this service is available 
makes me feel less anxious, as I know 
that I have a forum I can refer to, a 
wealth of resources and someone 
fighting for my rights on my behalf.”

If you meet single parents in your work 
with the local community, then please 
let them know about Gingerbread 

and direct them to the website: www.
gingerbread.org.uk.

You can also sign up to their e-news to 
receive updates on important changes 
affecting single parents, along with 
free resources www.gingerbread.org.
uk/content/875/I-work-with-single-
parents. 

http://www.gingerbread.org.uk
http://www.gingerbread.org.uk
http://www.gingerbread.org.uk/content/875/I-work-with-single-parents
http://www.gingerbread.org.uk/content/875/I-work-with-single-parents
http://www.gingerbread.org.uk/content/875/I-work-with-single-parents
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dates for your diary…

Too busy not to pray
2 November 2015, Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, Torquay
A professional development training day, run by South West Youth Ministries that 
is open to all, and designed especially for full time or voluntary youth or children’s 
workers. Cost: £30. To book, email admin@swym.org.uk and send a cheque 
(payable to SWYM) to 140 Pinhoe Rd, Exeter EX4 7HJ.  
For more information, call 01392 273560 or visit www.swym.org.uk. 

3Generate 2015
20-22 November 2015, PGL Centre, Liddington, nr. Swindon
For more information and to book, visit www.3generate.org.uk.

Free professional CPD event with Halliwell
24 November 2015, Salford
Join Halliwell for a free continuous professional development day, exploring 
how Restorative Parenting® delivers improved psychological well-being to 
children in the looked-after sector. Places are limited but are guaranteed for 
professionals working for a local authority. Lunch will be provided. For more 
information or to book your place, visit www.halliwellhomes.co.uk/news.php.

Reflections of a schools worker
4 January 2016, Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, Torquay
A professional development training day, run by South West Youth Ministries, that 
is open to all. Booking and contact details as above event on 2 November. 

Visit www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion for more news of learning events taking place in 
the Methodist Church through the Discipleship, Ministry and Learning Network.

mailto:admin@swym.org.uk
http://www.swym.org.uk
http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.halliwellhomes.co.uk/news.php
http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion
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If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-
Children-Youth/126895266084
Twitter: @childrenyouth

Contact us
We always love to 

hear from you!

dates for your diary…

Making disciples that make disciples
22 February 2016, Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, Torquay
A professional development training day, run by South West Youth Ministries, that 
is open to all. Booking and contact details as above event on 2 November. 

Connecting Disciples
7-10 March 2016, High Leigh Conference Centre, Hertfordshire
The training event for lay workers of the Methodist Church. More details will be 
available soon at www.methodist.org.uk/connectingdisciples.

The latest youth ministry research
18 April 2016, Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, Torquay
A professional development training day, run by South West Youth Ministries, that 
is open to all. Booking and contact details as above event on 2 November. 

Our hands, his healing
20 June 2016, Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, Torquay
A professional development training day, run by , that is open to all. Booking and 
contact details as above event on 2 November. 

http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
mailto:childrenandyouth%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
https://twitter.com/@childrenyouth
http://www.methodist.org.uk/connectingdisciples

