
Being a Youth Rep
By Jack Key, 3Generate Conference Rep  
and BA Theology student at Cliff College

Being a Youth Rep gives you the 
opportunity to make a difference 
and voice the opinions of young 

people in the Church. I was elected to 
be one of three Conference Youth Reps 
at 3Generate last November. Being 
a part of 3Generate is an incredible 
chance to hear what young people are 
saying. Participating in the Logins 
(workshops) and discussions, you get 
the chance to hear what the young 
people of the Methodist Church are 
passionate about. This is vital for the 
Church’s future. It makes the young 
people feel that they are being listened 
to, and it gives them a chance to 
express their opinions on the issues 
that are important to them.

In my role as Youth Rep, I have the 
honour of attending the Methodist 
Conference in July, and explaining 
the topics the 600 young people at 
3Generate voted as the most important 
issues to raise at the Conference. I am 
looking forward to going and being 
able to represent the young people. 
This is a great chance to hear about 
everything else going on in the Church, 
and be able to speak and vote on 
decisions that might affect children 
and youth. 

I have also been able to travel as a 
Youth Rep, visiting multiple events and 
gaining lots of experience. For example, 
in April, I represented the Methodist 
Church at a Church of England Youth 
Council event in Nottingham. I get to 
visit youth groups and listen to what 
they have to say – which, if they have 
never been to 3Generate before, is 
really important to filter in. In July, I 
will be attending Paradise In the City, 
an ecumenical festival in Poland. This 
is another wonderful opportunity to 
connect ecumenically and represent 
the Methodist Church, which I am 
proud to do. 

In November, it will be time for new 
Youth Reps to be voted in and start 
their journey. I encourage people 
to apply. There are lots of roles 
available; as well as Conference Rep, 
young people can stand for election 
as Ecumenical Rep, Council Rep or 
British Youth Council Rep. Visit the 
3GenTV YouTube channel (www.
YouTube.com/3GenerateTV) for 
more information on each role. If you 
know a young person with a passion 
for making sure the voice of children 
and youth is heard, don’t hesitate to 
encourage them to apply.

Applying to be a Youth Rep
To stand for election as a Youth Rep, 
young people have to attend the 
3Generate weekend. Once your young 
people have been booked in, tell them 
to look out for the information that 
will be sent to all delegates, detailing 
the process for applying to stand for a 
Rep role. To find out more, visit www.
methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/
getting-involved/reps .
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Youth President 2017/18  
recruitment opens soon! 
The search will soon begin for 

Youth President candidates 
to be put forward for election 

at the 2016 3Generate Children’s 
and Youth Assembly. The successful 
applicant will take up their post in 
September 2017. This is a one-year full-
time paid position, open to anyone who 
will be aged 18-23 on 1 September 2017.

The role’s main aim is to represent 
children and young people in 
the Methodist Church across the 
Connexion. The Youth President has a 

voice into the decision-making bodies 
of the Church. The Youth President 
also looks for opportunities to meet 
groups of children and young people 
across Britain and hear their views, as 
well as hosting 3Generate. 

Each year the Youth President is 
presented with a number of exciting 
and unique opportunities. In 
previous years, these have included 
attending national and international 
Methodist and ecumenical events, 
travelling abroad to meet Methodist 

partners across the globe, attending 
parliamentary groups and meeting the 
Prime Minister.

If you are between 18 and 23 (or know 
someone who is), please consider this 
opportunity. More information will 
be available on the main Methodist 
website towards the end of June at 
www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/job-
opportunities. Watch this space!

http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/job-opportunities
http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/job-opportunities
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A new Welsh language 
compilation of hymns and 
Christian songs for children 

and young people has been published 
under the title Canu Clod! (Singing 
praise!). Some of these songs were 
recently shared in two episodes of 
Dechrau Canu Dechrau Canmol (the 
Welsh equivalent of Songs of Praise), 
which was filmed at Chwilog with over 
200 children and young people taking 
part. 

Many years have passed since the last 
publication of a hymn book for children 
and young people by various Welsh 
language denominations, and it has 
been good to see all the denominations 
working together this time to produce 
one interdenominational collection. 
Canu Clod! is published in two volumes 
containing over 400 songs and hymns, 
many of them previously unpublished. 
Even though the Sunday Schools 
Council for Wales and its publishing 
house Cyhoeddiadau’r Gair have 
published a great number of Sunday 
school resources, colour Bibles and 
devotional books for children and 
adults over the years, there have been 
few music resources since Glas Glas 
Blaned (Big Blue Planet) was published 
in 1995. In response to requests for new 
songs to enrich worship, the Sunday 
Schools Council for Wales set up an 
interdenominational panel five years 
ago, to start the work of generating a 
comprehensive Welsh collection. This 
panel has been responsible for 
selecting the songs, with Delyth Wyn 
Davies (a member of the Wales team 
in the Methodist Discipleship and 

Ministries Learning Network) taking 
on  the administration and editorial 
work, alongside Mary Jones McGuyer 
and Ruth Myfanwy from Curiad 
publishers. The project has been 
supported by the Welsh Books Council.

The songs include original Welsh 
and translated favourites, as well as 
commissioned songs by Welsh poets 
and composers. Many accepted the 
challenge to compose songs on various 
topics or themes. As a result, we have 
songs for all kinds of occasions and 
seasons, and the various elements that 
arise in worship: praise, intercession, 
confession, supplication and 
thanksgiving.

Each volume has a section listing links 
with Bible texts. The second volume 
will include a thematic index covering 
both volumes. All the songs include 
piano accompaniment and guitar 
chords. 

It is hoped that this resource will be 
of great use to churches and Sunday 
schools, primary and secondary 
schools, and also groups and choirs 
looking for pieces to share with a 
wider audience. Our prayer is that 
Canu Clod! will be an effective means 
to enable children and young people 
across Wales to sing praise to God. 

The first volume is available in shops 
and via www.wales.com for £26.99. The 
second volume will be available in 
August. 

Canu Clod! 
a new Welsh 
songbook 

http://www.wales.com
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Connecting Disciples  
– doing just that!
by Helen Laird, Mission Enabler for the 
Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury District
For me, the name really sums up the whole event. Connecting Disciples – a time 
to reconnect with others in similar roles; to connect with new resources and 
activities. To be disciples through amazing worship and prayer spaces. To be 
refreshed, renewed and re-energised.

The 2016 programme was packed with a wide variety of themes to engage with, 
yet there was no pressure to engage. If you needed space, you were encouraged 
to use the time in that way.

I attended workshops at which I was brought up to date with current legislation 
and filled with ideas to complement the activities I engage with. The workshops 
were led by experts in their field, and were both informative and inspirational.

Delegates are placed in small groups, with whom they meet and pray at 
designated times throughout the weekend. Over the years, these groups have 
become an external support network via social media. It is great to catch up 
with them at the conference every year.

I thoroughly recommend Connecting Disciples to all lay workers. If you 
didn’t go this year, then head to the website (www.methodist.org.uk/
connectingdisciples) where you can find details of what happened, including 
videos giving participants’ reflections on the workshops. Keep an eye on this 
page for news of the 2017 event!

BiG SleepOver 
and Big Session 
resources 
available online
3Generate is shaped by children 
and young people. As part of our 
‘shaper group’ process, we rely on 
local workers. If you’re interested 
in being involved in a shaper group 
for 3Generate, email 3generate@
methodistchurch.org.uk to find out 
more. The best starting point is to 
download the 2016 BiG SleepOver 
resource, which will help you to 
plan and run a residential event that 
enables 8-18 year olds to take an active 
role in the life of the Church and 
creates a link between 3Generate and 
the local church and circuit.

Visit www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/3generate/before-and-after-
3generate/the-big-sleepover to find 
out more. We can’t wait to hear what 
your children and young people have 
to say!

The Methodist lay employees and 
children and youth workers conference

http://www.methodist.org.uk/connectingdisciples
http://www.methodist.org.uk/connectingdisciples
mailto:3generate@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:3generate@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/the-big-sleepover
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/the-big-sleepover
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/the-big-sleepover
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Each age stream at 3Generate 2015 produced 
its own manifesto, based on the conversations 
that took place. These manifestos, and a 
growing bank of supporting resources, can 
be downloaded here: www.methodist.org.
uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-
3generate/3generate-manifestos.

Since the manifestos were first mentioned in 
the last edition of Well News, the New Room 
Bristol’s magazine has featured the first part 
of an article exploring what John Wesley’s 
manifesto might have looked like. You can 
find the article on page 8 of the magazine here: 
www.whatsongroupcms.co.uk/NewRoomCMS/
uploads/File/New-Room-Magazine-
Spring-2016.pdf. 

CHILDREN & YOUTH ASSEMBLY
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Manifesto logo 2.pdf   1   12/05/2016   12:34

3GENERATE 2016 and  
The Well@3Generate 2016 will 
take place 25-27 November at the 
PGL Centre, Liddington, near Swindon. 

Bookings open at 11am on 10 June.

Save
the date!

3GENERATE TV
3Generate’s very own YouTube channel is 
full of really interesting video footage from 
the last two weekends – including interviews 
with contributors and delegates, discussions 
around the topics covered in the workshops, 
performances, Youth President election videos, 
videos created by the 3Gen Reps and promos 
for the event. Check it out at www.youtube.
com/3generateTV. If your children’s or youth 
group has something to share, just let us know 
(with the proper permissions in place). Email 
3generate@methodistchurch.org.uk to find out 
more.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/3generate-manifestos
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/3generate-manifestos
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/3generate-manifestos
http://www.whatsongroupcms.co.uk/NewRoomCMS/uploads/File/New-Room-Magazine-Spring-2016.pdf
http://www.whatsongroupcms.co.uk/NewRoomCMS/uploads/File/New-Room-Magazine-Spring-2016.pdf
http://www.whatsongroupcms.co.uk/NewRoomCMS/uploads/File/New-Room-Magazine-Spring-2016.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/3generateTV
http://www.youtube.com/3generateTV
mailto:3generate@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Together with God
Wondering how to help your children 
to know and love God? Interested in 
praying with them at home? Thinking 
about ways to engage your children 
with the Bible?

Co-written by Ed MacKenzie 
(Methodist Discipleship and Ministries 
Learning Network) and Gareth Crispin 
(an Anglican Youth, Children and 
Families Minister), Together With God 
is an introduction to family worship 
that features 15 stories of how families 
worship and pray together at home. 
The stories are the heart of the book, 
and explain what has worked well for 
each family, the challenges families 
face and tips for those just starting out.

Together With God also introduces 
the biblical background of family 
worship and its importance throughout 
Christian history, as well as the need 
for its renewal. A final chapter gives 
advice on getting started and signposts 
helpful resources and guides.

The book is designed for parents 
wishing to start family worship in their 
home, but will also be a useful resource 
for youth, children and family workers, 
ministers and church leaders, and 
anyone concerned about passing on 
the faith to the next generation.

Visit www.togetherwithgod.org.uk to 
find out more and to order a copy of the 
book for £6.95.

I Wonder: Engaging a Child’s  
Curiosity about the Bible
How we read and interpret the Bible 
to children may mean the difference 
between whether or not it will continue 
to be an important source for their faith 
development as they become young 
adults. Written by Elizabeth Caldwell, 
an expert in children’s ministry, I 
Wonder is a resource for adults who 
want to explore ways to help 

children read, engage, wrestle with, 
and grow into deeper understanding 
of the Bible. It will also help readers 
address timeless questions and issues 
including recent biblical scholarship, 
literary analysis and reading the Bible 
in a multi-faith world. I Wonder can be 
ordered online from several retailers.

http://www.togetherwithgod.org.uk
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Worshiping with Children
Author Carolyn Brown describes the 
posts on her blog as “me popping 
off about all sorts of topics related 
to inter-generational worship”.  Her 
pages feature seasonal posts full of 

ideas, opinion pieces, ‘how to’ articles 
and reviews of worship resources for 
children. Carolyn’s blog can be found 
here: www.worshipingwithchildren.
blogspot.co.uk/p/popcorn-index.html.

Building Faith website
A free website that offers practical 
resources for ministry with children, 
youth and adults. You’ll find articles, 
advice, reviews, features and resources 

for Christian formation with people 
of all ages. The web address is: www.
buildfaith.org.

Don’t forget Fathers Day on 19 June
For inspiration and ideas regarding 
ministry to fathers, visit the website 
of Who Let the Dads Out? (www.
wholetthedadsout.org.uk). WLTDO is a 
growing movement, established as part 

of the Bible Reading Fellowship’s suite 
of initiatives, which seeks to resource 
churches to reach out to dads, father 
figures and their children. To find out 
more, visit the website.

Pinteresting resources
Church of England, Going for 
Growth
Also worth a visit are the Pinterest 
boards of Mary Hawes, the Church of 
England’s National Going for Growth 
(Children and Youth) Advisor. Among 
other things you can find videos from 
the 2014 FORMA Conference, exploring 
the adventure of faith through lifelong 
learning and faith in a generation when 
the Church is in decline.
uk.pinterest.com/revmaryhawes/

Methodist Children & Youth 
Pinterest
Visit the Children & Youth Pinterest 
boards for (among other things) ideas 
for seasonal activities, games, crafts 
and much more.
uk.pinterest.com/MethodistCYF/ 

And don’t forget the Well’s 
Creative Children’s Ministry blog: 
methodistchildrencreativeministry.org

http://www.worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.co.uk/p/popcorn-index.html
http://www.worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.co.uk/p/popcorn-index.html
http://www.buildfaith.org
http://www.buildfaith.org
http://www.wholetthedadsout.org.uk
http://www.wholetthedadsout.org.uk
https://uk.pinterest.com/revmaryhawes/
https://uk.pinterest.com/MethodistCYF/
http://methodistchildrencreativeministry.org
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Helping children and young people 
explore vocation
The Vocation of the Child, 
Patrick McKinley Brennan
A book sponsored by the Center for the 
Study of Law and Religion at Emory 
University, looking to answer the 
questions, “Does God’s calling extend 
to all people, children included?” 
and “If so, what is the vocation of the 
child?” As part of a larger discussion 
on children’s spiritual and moral 
formation, The Vocation of the Child 
looks at such topics as rights, duties, 
and work; who decides the child’s 
vocation; and innocence, depravity and 

hope for the freedom of the child. The 
book is available from Amazon.

Bible People Group Reflection
The Church of England Support 
Hub has produced a group reflection 
that uses storytelling to explore the 
different ways God calls us, in a way 
that is suitable for children, young 
people and adults. You can find it by 
following this link:
churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/
uploads/2016/03/2.6_Reflection-for-
Children-on-Calling.pdf. 

Care advice line factsheets from the 
Who Cares? Trust
The trust regularly takes calls from 
young people in care and care leavers 
on lots of different subjects, including 
managing money, how the care system 
works and what young care leavers are 
entitled to. It has put together three 
FREE factsheets, available to download. 

If those aren’t enough, young people 
can also call the Care Advice Line on 
020 7017 8901 between 10.30am – 3pm 
from Monday to Friday. 

Visit www.thewhocarestrust.org.uk for 
more information.

Gap year advice for disabled young people
For many young people, taking a gap 
year offers an opportunity to travel the 
world, learn new skills and experience 
different cultures. A new website has 
just been launched for disabled young 
people, offering advice on planning 
a gap year trip. The project is run by 

Callum Russell, who was born blind. 
He became involved in volunteering 
and teaching whilst in Peru, where he 
walked the famous Inca Trail. To find 
out more, visit his website:  
www.disabledgapyears.org.

https://churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2.6_Reflection-for-Children-on-Calling.pdf
https://churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2.6_Reflection-for-Children-on-Calling.pdf
https://churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2.6_Reflection-for-Children-on-Calling.pdf
http://www.thewhocarestrust.org.uk
http://www.disabledgapyears.org/
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Supporting young carers aged 8 – 11
It’s shocking to hear that children 
as young as five have caring 
responsibilities. However, the 2011 
Census found that there were nearly 
10,000 young carers aged 5-7 in 
England and Wales. Furthermore, the 
figures showed an 83% increase since 
2001 in the number of 5-7 year olds 
providing unpaid care. A new five-part 

resource from Carers Trust and Carers 
Lewisham aims to inspire services to 
start supporting very young carers. 
It includes an overview of the Carers 
Lewisham service and some case 
studies. Download the resource from 
professionals.carers.org/supporting-
young-carers-aged-5-8. 

New cyberbullying guide for parents, 
carers and schools
With the growth of social media and 
the average age of children owning 
smartphones now as low as 10, 
there is a need for more education 
on cyberbullying. Internet Matters 
(together with the Anti-bullying 
Alliance and the National Children’s 
Bureau) has created a resource 

that explains the different forms of 
cyberbullying, its impact on children 
and importantly what parents, carers 
and schools can do to help children 
deal with it. Find the resource online 
at www.internetmatters.org/hub/
research/new-cyberbullying-guide-for-
parents-carers-and-schools. 

MindEd for familes
This new online tool provides advice 
and guidance aimed at parents and 
carers (as well as professionals and 
volunteers) seeking support when they 
suspect a child is battling a mental 
health problem. MindEd for Families 
contains over 35 new bite-

sized e-learning topics, individually 
tailored to equip families with the 
skills to identify and support a child 
with a mental health condition. It also 
provides guidance on mental well-
being. minded.e-lfh.org.uk/families/
index.html 

https://professionals.carers.org/supporting-young-carers-aged-5-8
https://professionals.carers.org/supporting-young-carers-aged-5-8
http://www.internetmatters.org/hub/research/new-cyberbullying-guide-for-parents-carers-and-schools
http://www.internetmatters.org/hub/research/new-cyberbullying-guide-for-parents-carers-and-schools
http://www.internetmatters.org/hub/research/new-cyberbullying-guide-for-parents-carers-and-schools
http://minded.e-lfh.org.uk/families/index.html
http://minded.e-lfh.org.uk/families/index.html
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A Practical Guide to Early Intervention 
and Family Support, by Emma Sawyer 
and Sheryl Burton
Reviewed by Gail Adcock, Methodist 
Family Ministry Development Officer
Available to buy from most online 
book retailers

Family work practitioners can often 
find themselves offering pastoral 
support to families in need. Sawyer 
and Burton’s book relates specifically 
to those affected by parental mental 
health problems or substance misuse. 
Although this is perhaps a more 
specialist area of work, there is much 
that is useful to know about how best 
to care for families experiencing 
particularly difficult circumstances.

Historically support has often been 
remedial rather than preventative. But 
there is a shift occurring, with services 
becoming more holistic; viewing and 
serving the needs of the family as a 
whole, rather than as individuals. When 
considering the factors that build 
resilience in children, isolation is one 
that churches and workers can have a 
key role in reducing. Feeling culturally 
connected to the local community 

can have a big impact on a family’s 
ability to overcome challenging 
circumstances. Finding a welcome in 
churches without fear of judgement can 
make a big difference to parents’ and 
children’s lives.

The book recommends a greater 
understanding of the issues families 
face with mental health and substance 
abuse. This helps to reduce stigma 
and many of the barriers that hinder 
families from accessing local services 
and support. It also underlines the 
importance of providing support to 
fathers, as many believe that groups 
or sessions are exclusively for women. 
The book also has a resources section, 
with a comprehensive reading list and 
a list of useful organisations.

Through churches being places 
of refuge for families, resilience 
in children can be grown. This 
can minimise the difficulties they 
experience and enable them to thrive 
into their adult years. 
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Blended: a Call to Reimagine Our Church 
Family by Eleanor Bird (BRF) 
Reviewed by Gail Adcock, 
Methodist Family Ministry 
Development Officer
Available from  
www.brfonline.org.uk for £8.99

In Blended, Eleanor Bird invites us 
to reimagine a new way of being 
Church together: a Church that no 
longer divides by age lines but instead 
embraces being a community of 
different generations. For too long, she 
says, Christian communities have been 
separated; children, youth and adults 
each following their own programmes. 
Her vision is one where the lines drawn 
between these groups become blurred; 
rubbed away to become a more unified 
and connected body of believers.

The focus of Bird’s book is the times 
when church communities gather for 
worship. Her philosophy is built on four 
key values: 

   not calling Church ‘work’
   giving everyone in church equal 

influence
   training when apart, for the times 

we gather as Church
   making the most of the times we 

gather to experiment and explain 
what’s happening.

These building blocks underpin all 
that Church is and does. They serve 

to create a community that thrives 
in worship, both when together and 
apart. So the times when groups pursue 
their own programme are seen as vital 
opportunities to prepare and develop 
understanding for when all gather 
together. She advocates a model in 
which style and content are gradually 
merged, helping worship times become 
increasingly seamless.
  
This emphasis on worship (in the 
narrow sense of sung worship and 
teaching) is central in developing a 
more cohesive church community. Bird 
makes the case for church to embrace 
its whole spectrum of family, yet the 
question remains what form this may 
take beyond Sunday services. What 
the features of a blended church might 
be outside of these times is the next 
natural field to explore.

Bird’s personal testimony and 
experience are threads throughout the 
book, this adds an authentic dimension 
when she recounts how her own faith 
and understanding developed. As 
readers, we’re urged to join her on 
this road of discovery that sees God’s 
kingdom grow in our churches and 
beyond.

http://www.brfonline.org.uk


12

Working with additional 
needs
Here are some online resources to help you support 
children, young people and families with additional 
needs:

   A downloadable resource sheet is available from 
Methodist Children and Youth (www.methodist.org.
uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/
downloadable-resources/supporting-children-with-
special-needs).

   Dean Pusey, Youth Adviser for St Albans Diocese, 
has put together a very helpful resource sheet (www.
stalbans.anglican.org/schools/additional-needs).

   Messy Church has a downloadable sheet about 
welcoming people with additional needs (www.
messychurch.org.uk/resource/how-do-we-welcome-
people-additional-needs-messy-church).

   The Additional Needs Alliance provides a safe space 
on Facebook for people to give and receive advice 
(www.facebook.com/groups/additionalneedsalliance).

No Harm Done
Self-harm is a 
scary and isolating 
experience – not 
just for young 
people, but also 
for their parents 
and professionals trying to help them through it. 
YoungMinds has teamed up with the Charlie Waller 
Memorial Trust and The Royal College of Psychiatrists 
to create a series of short films and digital resource 
packs on self-harm. The aim of No Harm Done is to 
reassure those affected by self-harm that things can and 
do improve. All three films are from the perspective of 
someone who has experienced issues surrounding self-
harm. You can find the films at www.youngminds.org.uk/
noharmdone. 

Take it outdoors!

Outdoor Worship by Sara and Sam 
Hargreaves (Engage Worship)
Outdoor Worship is a book 
of ideas to help mixed-
age groups, families and 
churches engage with 
God in his world. This 52 
page, full colour A5 book 
features space for your own 
‘field notes’, plus biblical 
reflections and articles 
on how we can better 
relate to the earth. www.
engageworship.org/store/
outdoor-worship-book 

Outdoor Church by Sally Welch
Outdoor Church is a 
creative worship and 
activity resource aimed 
at helping churches to 
reconnect with and value 
the environment. It is 
suitable for churches in 
urban, suburban and rural 
contexts. There are four 
sessions for each season, 
four stand-alone service 
outlines (one for each 
season), all-age activities 
and seasonal prayers, with indoor alternatives for rainy 
days. www.brfonline.org.uk/9780857464163 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/supporting-children-with-special-needs
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/supporting-children-with-special-needs
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/supporting-children-with-special-needs
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/supporting-children-with-special-needs
http://www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/additional-needs
http://www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/additional-needs
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/how-do-we-welcome-people-additional-needs-messy-church
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/how-do-we-welcome-people-additional-needs-messy-church
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/how-do-we-welcome-people-additional-needs-messy-church
http://www.facebook.com/groups/additionalneedsalliance
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/noharmdone
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/noharmdone
http://www.engageworship.org/store/outdoor-worship-book
http://www.engageworship.org/store/outdoor-worship-book
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dates for your diary…
Visit www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion for more news of learning events taking place in 
the Methodist Church through the Discipleship, Ministry and Learning Network.

Child Safety Week
6–12 June
The annual campaign of the Child Accident Prevention 
Trust (CAPT). The week offers those in early years work an 
opportunity to engage with children and families and help 
reduce the number of children suffering serious accidents. 
This year’s theme is Turn off technology for safety. Find out 
more: www.childsafetyweek.org.uk. 

11am: Bookings for 3Generate 2016  
and The Well@3Generate 2016 open!
10 June, www.3generate.org.uk

Where are the men?
11 June, All Saints Church, Woodford 
Green, Essex
An event for church leaders and volunteers interested in 
ministry that focuses on connecting with and supporting 
men. Includes input from Who Let the Dads Out?  www.
wholetthedadsout.org.uk/resources/events 

Inspirational Chaplaincy
15 June, Christian Life Centre, Birmingham
A day conference, organised by Chaplaincy Central 
(www.chaplaincycentral.co.uk), for those involved 
in schools and FE chaplaincy. Cost £25. For more 
information and to book, visit: www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/chaplaincy-central-conference-tickets-
21552820065?aff=es2

Save the Children’s ‘Den Day’
17–18 June 
Why not get people to build a den for Save the Children’s 
Den Day? This is a fun way for children and young 
people to raise money for a good cause. More information 
is available from denday.savethechildren.org.uk/.

Our Hands, His Healing
20 June, Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, 
Torquay
A professional development training day run by South 
West Youth Ministries, open to all. Cost: £30. To book, 
email admin@swym.org.uk and send a cheque (payable 
to SWYM) to 140 Pinhoe Rd, Exeter, EX4 7HJ. For more 
information, call 01392 273560 or visit www.swym.org.uk

Cliff College Summer School, 
Week 1
20-24 June, Cliff College, Derbyshire
A way of ‘dipping the toe’ in at Cliff College, furthering 
knowledge or finding refreshment/retreat. Open to all aged 
17+. Week 1 streams are: Bible: Explorations in the Word, 
Mission: Enabling Evangelism, and Discipleship: Prayer; 
Encountering God. Costs range from £160 to £375 for the 
week. Only 75 places are available for each week, so book 
early! See www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/ss for more details.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion
http://www.childsafetyweek.org.uk
http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.wholetthedadsout.org.uk/resources/events
http://www.wholetthedadsout.org.uk/resources/events
http://www.chaplaincycentral.co.uk
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/chaplaincy-central-conference-tickets-21552820065?aff=es2
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/chaplaincy-central-conference-tickets-21552820065?aff=es2
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/chaplaincy-central-conference-tickets-21552820065?aff=es2
http://denday.savethechildren.org.uk/
http://www.swym.org.uk
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/ss
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dates for your diary…

Methodist Conference 2016
30 June–7 July, London
The annual meeting of the governing body of the 
Methodist Church. During the Conference, many of 
the events and discussions – including the report from 
3Generate 2015 – will be webcast on the Methodist website. 
www.methodist.org.uk/conference/conference-2016 

Transforming Child Mental 
Health: Innovation and Impact
6 July, London
This national conference is aimed at professionals 
committed to improving the wellbeing of children, 
young people and young adults. Expert speakers from 
government, academia, local authorities, NHS, the 
voluntary sector and schools will provide insight and offer 
new thinking into ways of working. Cost from £249. For 
more information, visit www.mental-health-conference.
com/107016. 

Family Ministry Day
11 July, Quaker Meeting House, Kendal
A day of equipping and resourcing everyone working 
with families. Explore the recent We Are Family research, 
and hear from Gingerbread, Who Let the Dads Out? and 
Care for the Family. More details from Brec Seaton, in 
the North West and Mann of the Methodist Discipleship 
and Ministries Learning Network. Email:  (seatonb@
methodistchurch.org.uk).

Spirituality and the Whole Child: 
interdisciplinary approaches
26–29 July, Bishop Grosseteste University 
Campus, Lincoln
This is the fifteenth conference of the International 
Association for Children’s Spirituality. Find out more 
at www.bishopg.ac.uk/research/conferences/Pages/
spirituality-whole-child.aspx. 

Cliff College Summer School, Week 2
1-5 August, Cliff College Derbyshire
Open to all aged 17+. Week 2 streams are: Theology: 
Introduction to Theology, Worship: Worship Leading and 
Preaching, and Ministry: Vocation and Mission – new forms 
of chaplaincy. Costs range from £160 to £375 for the week. 
See www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/ss for more details.

Greenbelt 2016
26–29 August, Boughton Estate (near Kettering)
The arts, faith and justice festival returns. For more 
information, visit www.greenbelt.org.uk. 

Certificate in Schools Ministry
5–9 September, Cliff College Derbyshire
A focused week at the start of the academic year, aimed at 
those in schools ministry, or those interested in schools 
work) to reflect on the practical and theological skills need. 
For more information, visit www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/
shortcourses/cliff-certificates/cism 

Education Sunday
11 September 
Many schools will have just reopened and university 
students will be preparing to go back – which makes this 
a good time to think about being a ‘sending church’ or a 
university church. This year’s theme is All are Welcome. 
Keep an eye on Well Snapshots for more information.

Grandparents Festival (South)
17 September, Portsmouth Cathedral
The recent Methodist family ministry research recognised 
the increased role of grandparents in church activities. 
This is the first of two Grandparents’ Festivals organised 
by the Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF). Grandparents are 
invited to come with their grandchildren (or any older 
person with any younger person they know well) and 
explore faith and have fun together across generations. 
For more information, contact Gail Adcock (adcockg@
methodistchurch.org.uk) or visit www.brfonline.org.uk/
gparentsfestival.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/conference/conference-2016
http://www.mental-health-conference.com/107016
http://www.mental-health-conference.com/107016
mailto:seatonb@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:seatonb@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.bishopg.ac.uk/research/conferences/Pages/spirituality-whole-child.aspx
http://www.bishopg.ac.uk/research/conferences/Pages/spirituality-whole-child.aspx
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/ss
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses/cliff-certificates/cism
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses/cliff-certificates/cism
mailto:adcockg@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:adcockg@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.brfonline.org.uk/gparentsfestival
http://www.brfonline.org.uk/gparentsfestival
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If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-
Children-Youth/126895266084
Twitter: @childrenyouth

Contact us
We always love to 

hear from you!

dates for your diary…

Playtime Conference
24 September, the Edge Church 
International, Bristol
A day of inspiration for toddler group leaders and helpers. 
For more information, visit www.careforthefamily.org.uk/
faith-in-the-family/playtime/playtime-conference-2016.

Healing Play day course
24 September, Cliff College Derbyshire
The mental health of children and young people is of 
growing concern. Healing Play is a one-day interactive 
workshop introducing the principles and practice of 
play therapy. Cost £45. For more information, visit www.
cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses/day/hp. 

ReImagine Conference
3–5 October, The Hayes Conference 
Centre, Swanwick
A conference of the Methodist Discipleship and 
Ministries Learning Network, exploring how we can best 
nurture mission-shaped churches and circuits. For more 
information, visit www.methodist.org.uk/re-imagine. 

Grandparents Festival (North)
22 October, St John the Baptist Church, 
Owlerton, Sheffield
See listing for the South event (17 September) for details.

Godly Play Training
15–17 November, Cliff College, Derbyshire
Over 3 days (minimum 25 hours training), you will develop 
your practice and understanding of the art of Godly Play. 
Cost £390. For more information, visit www.cliffcollege.
ac.uk/students/shortcourses/midweek/gpt. 

3Generate (Methodist Children’s 
and Youth Assembly) and The 
Well@3Generate
25–27 November, PGL Centre, Liddington 
(near Swindon)
3Generate is an action-packed, inspiring weekend for 
hearing the voice of children and young people. The 
Well@3Generate is a separate event for workers and 
leaders, which runs concurrently with 3Generate. For 
more information about both events, visit www.3generate.
org.uk or watch some of the videos at www.youtube.
com/3GenerateTV. 

Certificate in Family Ministry
23–27 January 2017, Cliff College Derbyshire
A week-long course designed for family work practitioners 
within the Church and the community. Cliff College is 
working in partnership with the Methodist Learning 
Network and CGMC in the delivery of the course. Cost 
£380. For more information visit www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/
students/shortcourses/cliff-certificates/cifm.
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http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
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