
Tim Annan: new Youth President
Last month Tim Annan was inducted as 
the new Youth President during a special 
service at Harrowby Lane Methodist 
Church in Grantham. It was streamed live 
over the internet to churches and to youth 
groups across the country.

Tim begins his new role 
following an election that 
took place at last year’s 

3Generate, the Methodist Children 
and Youth Assembly, taking over 
from the previous Youth President, 
Craig Gaffney.

As well as hymns, prayers 
and Bible readings, part of the 
induction ceremony saw the 
President of the Conference, the 
Revd Roger Walton, anoint Tim 
with oil, a practice that has a 
long tradition in the Scriptures 

of anointing people for special 
service in God’s world.

Speaking at the service, former 
Youth President Craig Gaffney 
said to Tim: “You are coming into 
a role that is hugely exciting and 
hugely daunting at the same time 
… this will be an amazing year. God 
has put you in this place to be a 
voice for the young people of the 
Methodist Church, but you can’t 
do that on your own. You need to 
rely on God and his strength in that 
journey.” 

In response, Tim thanked Craig for 
his inspiration to the Church over 
the past year before moving on to 
his own priorities for the year ahead.

“I quickly learned that if you want 
to effect change, you need to be 
part of the conversation about 
change in the first place,” Tim said, 
going on to emphasise that this can 
only be done through “encouraging 
debate, but making it balanced”.

“I won’t pull any punches about 
what the young people have to say. 
I’m willing put it all out there, and 
channel the voices of young people. 
Together, let’s be the change we 
want to see. Let’s raise our voices 
and make it clear what change 
we want to see. I’ll gladly put my 
reputation on the line, if it means 
giving power to the powerless.”
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Introducing me!
It seems that all I’ve been doing 

for the last few weeks has been 
introducing myself to everyone, so 

you would have thought that I would 
have managed to work out what to say 
about myself!

Well, I’m a 22-year-old from Lincolnshire, 
the oldest of four and recently graduated 
with a Community and Youth Work 
degree. I’ve been volunteering at 
churches in different ways since I was 
14, but started working for churches full 
time as part of my degree when I was 
18, as a Youth Worker. I’m an avid tea 
drinker, comic book reader and gamer, in 
addition to being a Methodist!

I’m inspired to see the passion and 
enthusiasm of young people as they 
grapple both with their faith, and with 
issues that affect them in their daily 
lives. Struggling is good! It’s through 
struggling that we develop a greater 
understanding. And we develop this in 
all manner of ways, from conversations 
in schools and youth groups, by reading 
books and watching YouTube clips, 
through listening to music to time in 
prayer. 

I have lots of ideas of what I want to do 
during my year as Youth President, such 
as building up interfaith relationships to 
developing our social media platforms. 

Yet, above it all, I want to represent the 
values and opinions of the young people 
of this Church. I’m not representing 
myself, but young people. If you feel that 
I should be speaking on an issue you feel 
strongly about, I’d be more than happy to 
be that mouthpiece!

I am more than happy to have open, 
honest conversations with young people 
and the Church about issues and causes 
that you feel passionate about! If you 
want to get in touch with me over my 
year, please feel free to contact me at: 
youthpresident@methodistchurch.org.uk.  
And you can follow me on Twitter:  
@YouthPresident.

Tim Annan, Methodist 

Youth President 2016/2017

mailto:youthpresident@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Farewell from the outgoing  
Youth President, Craig Gaffney

The role of Youth President has been a massive privilege. 
I have had the opportunity to meet with young people 
throughout the Connexion, to hear the things that matter to 

them, and to enthuse and inspire them.

I have been able to represent those young people in discussions and 
meetings within the Connexional Team and on working parties. 

I have had the opportunity to work alongside an amazing group 
of colleagues at Methodist Church House and in the regions, an 
inspiring group of Youth Reps and an incredibly exciting group of 
OPPs (One Programme Participants) – without them this year would 
not have been half as enjoyable or productive!

I have had the privilege of hosting events (3Generate and Rise & 
Shine to name but two) and to visit the Methodist Church in Fiji.

I have shared my passion and enthusiasm for the role of young 
people in the Methodist Church and have learned so much from 
the year.

I pray Tim Annan (the incoming Youth President) will have an 
exciting, enjoyable year in which he puts his stamp on the role, sees 
the fruits of his labour and learns so much. But most of all, I pray 
that he is guided by God.

As for me … Methodism can’t get rid of me just yet! I am going 
to start work with the Methodist Forces Board as a pastoral 
worker. This will mean living and working on a military base in 
Bedfordshire with phase two trainees from the army, navy and air 
force, offering them pastoral facilities that sit outside the military 
chain of command. Please pray for this massive move for me! 
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Youth President’s trip of a lifetime
Before finishing in post as Youth President, Craig Gaffney 
took the trip of a lifetime to visit the Methodist Church in 
Fiji.  Here are some of his reflections.

So, why Fiji? There are many 
reasons why I wanted to visit the 
Pacific, one purely being my love 

for rugby. Fiji is also a very Methodist 
country – the Prime Minister is 
Methodist, the leader of the opposition 
is Methodist, some studies say 66% 
of the Fijian indigenous population 
is Methodist. It was also a British 
Methodist Missionary, John Hunt, 
who took Christianity to the people 
of Fiji, translating the Bible for them 
and working to end cannibalism in the 
region. The final reason I wanted to 
visit Fiji is to understand their sense of 
community, family and general island 
culture, and to witness the impact that 
has on the way they do faith. 

Tongan youth camp,  
New Zealand
Before visiting Fiji, Steve Pearce 
(the Methodist Church’s Area Co-
ordinator for Asia and the Pacific) 
and I stopped off in New Zealand. We 
visited Auckland before heading down 
to Hamilton to visit a Tongan youth 
camp. It was fantastic to see how a 
group of Tongan Methodists were able 
to meet, worship and play games in the 
mud. This was my first exposure to the 
term ‘youth’ in the Pacific, which has a 
very different age cut-off from the 23 
years we have in the British Methodist 

Church. Instead Pacific islanders are 
considered young until they marry. 
This meant that the Tongan youth 
camp hosted ages from 16 up to 40. It 
was interesting to hear about the things 
facing Tongans in New Zealand – they 
have real issues over identity, they are 
no longer Tongan because they live in 
New Zealand, but they don’t class as 
Kiwi because of their Tongan heritage. 
This confused identity continues in 
the home/work balance: many work 
in very western liberal positions, 
but are living amongst conservative 
hierarchical family systems. It was 
fantastic to see that every single leader 
on the camp was a volunteer; they had 
been handpicked as young people and 
mentored for ten years to create an 
effective leadership team. 

Fiji
We then flew to Suva, the capital of 
Fiji. Whilst there I had the privilege of 
speaking at several Methodist Young 
People gatherings and preaching at 
two Sunday services. I was surprised 
by the modern style of worship that 
often surrounded a more traditional 
church format. I also had the pleasure 
of meeting Julia and Val – two mission 
partners from the British Methodist 
Church who are working in Fiji. 
Julia is doing some exciting work on 

climate change on behalf of the Pacific 
Conference of Churches and Val is 
working with the Pacific Theological 
College to develop new courses. 
Furthermore, we had meetings with 
the President of the Fijian Methodist 
Conference, Tevita, and his team. It 
was exciting to hear his vision for a 
‘new exodus’ and all the work they had 
been doing to grow the Church in Fiji, 
including investment in lay training, 
the start of an agricultural college 
and the development of the roles of 
ministers and deaconesses. 
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Leaving Suva, we went to the island 
of Leleuvia, a major tourist resort. I 
enjoyed seeing how Fiji worked as a 
holiday destination; I never knew that 
Fiji was a place where people went to 
on holiday. But the beautiful islands 
and beaches in the middle of the ocean 
provide idyllic tranquillity. While 
there I got the chance to snorkel for 
the first time in the beautifully clear 
waters. I would recommend a visit 
to anyone! It was interesting to hear, 
throughout my trip, how dependent 
the Fijian economy is on the success 
of its tourism industry, which plays 
a massive part in the livelihoods of 
many people. 

In February 2016 Cyclone Winston 
hit Fiji with devastating effects. It 
left tens of thousands of people 
homeless and was the worst cyclone 
the country had ever seen. The clean-
up from the category 5 cyclone is still 
ongoing, with many people living in 
tents or part-built houses. We saw 
patches of ground where churches 
used to stand, buildings without 
walls and roofs, and steps that led 
nowhere. There were capsized and 
beached container ships and trees 
left leafless and bowing horizontally. 
This devastation has left many in 
Fiji traumatised, and there is a huge 
amount of work still to be done as 
communities continue the rebuilding 
efforts. They need a massive amount 
of money from generous givers. This 
has affected many ministers, who are 
now unable to get to large parts of 
their congregations due to transport 
restrictions after losing boats and cars 
to the storm. 

Finally, I had the opportunity to visit 
and spend the night in one of the 
villages. I was hosted by a lovely 
minister called Cema. She showed me 
the Pacific village way of life, which is 
heavily reliant on farming. Many young 
men are not able to get jobs, so spend 
time providing for themselves through 
crops. We travelled on a small boat to 
neighbouring islands to see where John 
Hunt lived and prayed. Cema spoke 
personally and emotionally about the 
positive impact that Methodism has had 
on Fiji as a nation and a people of God. 

During my time in Fiji I learnt a lot 
about their culture and way of life 
that I think we as British people, and 
especially as British Methodists, should 
acknowledge and learn from:

   Service to the Church 
It is an expectation and not a 
voluntary option for people to 
serve the Church. They take great 
joy in hosting mission, serving the 
community and interacting with one 
another outside traditional church 
times. Service is an integral part of 
Fijian faith.

   Community 
There is a real sense of community 
amongst people, especially in the 
church. Individuals and families 
genuinely go out of their way to help 
each other, to welcome people into 
their homes and to show love to one 
another.  

   Worship and faith 
Spiritual life and worshipping God 
underpins every aspect of daily life. 
The Fijians are a people who love 
to sing praise to God and do that at 
every opportunity with huge joy.

   Hospitality 
The welcome I got when I visited 
churches and individuals was 
phenomenal. I have never had 
such wonderful greetings from 
communities. This included dancing, 
singing and a formal welcome. The 
food people would offer and provide 
was of the highest quality and there 
was so much of it! They would do 
anything to please their guest. 
Schools would stop their curriculum 
to allow time for me to speak to 
students. 

   Youth 
I like the Pacific idea that you can 
be a young person as long as you 
identify yourself as being young. I 
feel we have a cut-off point that is far 
too low for many people: however 
(as with the Tongan group), we need 
to be sure that when we are working 
with young people we are allowing 
space for them to grow spiritually 
and develop their skill set, allowing 
them to try and take the reins of 
some things and equipping them for 
adult life adequately. 
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Mediterranean 
Hope
In July and August 2016, two young 

Methodists from Swan Bank Methodist 
Church in Stoke-on-Trent travelled to 
Sicily to help with the Mediterranean 
Hope programme, an ecumenical charity 
based in Italy and devoted to caring for 
migrants crossing the Mediterranean 
Sea. Lucy and Charlotte blogged about 
their experiences, which you can read 
and share: www.swanbank.org.uk/blog. 

Changing the story 
regarding refugees

At 3Generate 2015 both the 11-18 and the 18-23 age streams voted to 
include a focus on refugees as part of their manifestos. The 11-18s 

called for a response that showed welcome, love and protection. The older 
age stream wanted a defined and coordinated response to the refugee 
crisis (see www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-
3generate/3generate-manifestos for more details).

Christian Aid is now encouraging people across the country to help change 
the negative perception of refugees in the media - by writing to their 
local newspaper: “Through sharing stories of hospitality, and the positive 
contributions that refugees make in our communities, we demonstrate 
our commitment to a United Kingdom that refuses to turn a blind eye to 
suffering and affirms that everyone deserves a safe place to call home.” To 
find out more about how you and your young people could get involved, 
visit www.christianaid.org.uk/change-the-story.

The To All the People We Can resource (www.allwecan.org.uk/fundraising-
packs/refugees-to-all-the-people-we-can) from All We Can focuses on 
the refugee crisis and provides activities, worship material and recipes to 
use for an engaging event, Bible study or service. Also available is JPIT’s 
new briefing Made for Goodness: a faithful response to the refugee crisis 
(www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Made-for-goodness-
A-faithful-response-to-the-refugee-crisis.pdf), which looks at the history 
and consequences of the current humanitarian crisis through information 
and biblical reflection, and highlights four specific areas that churches can 
engage with and campaign on.

http://www.swanbank.org.uk/blog
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/3generate-manifestos
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/3generate-manifestos
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/change-the-story
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/fundraising-packs/refugees-to-all-the-people-we-can
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/fundraising-packs/refugees-to-all-the-people-we-can
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Made-for-goodness-A-faithful-response-to-the-refugee-crisis.pdf
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Made-for-goodness-A-faithful-response-to-the-refugee-crisis.pdf
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Youth Rep urges young 
Methodists to learn about 
politics

Grace McAloon is one of four young 
Methodists representing the 
Methodist Church on the British 

Youth Council (BYC).

“I want my role within Methodism to be to 
help young people get their voices heard,” says 
Grace, who hails from Newcastle. “I believe 
that as Methodist young people, our voices 
should be heard beyond the Methodist Church.

“Methodism is really good at providing young 
people with platforms like 3Generate and 
opportunities such as the One Programme. I 
think it’s really important that young people 
feel that our voices are heard within the 
Church, and that we have somewhere to go 
and people to talk to who really care about us. 
The Methodist Conference and Council really 
take on board what young people say, and they 
value us as young people.”

One focus of Grace’s work in the BYC is 
encouraging young people to learn more about 
the political process. “I’m really passionate 
about that,” she says. “Politics is an important 
thing for young people to get to know about, 

because so many young people nowadays 
aren’t voting. I feel it’s really important that 
we, as young people, have the knowledge to 
be able to do that. The BYC really helps in 
that area. I’ve been able to go to a couple of 
meetings in Parliament, discuss issues with 
MPs and other practitioners, and see some of 
what goes on. 

“From going to Parliament, I learnt that 
everyone has a voice. A lot of the politicians 
said to us that our voices are important, and 
that MPs want us to lobby them, email them 
and tell them what is important to us. The only 
way they’ll know what to take with them into 
Parliament is people in their constituencies 
telling them how we feel and what we think.”

Each year at 3Generate Children’s and Youth 
Assembly delegates elect young people into 
several different volunteer Rep roles. If you 
know a young person attending 3Generate 
this November who should be standing, 
encourage them to apply by visiting  
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/ 
3generate/getting-involved/reps.  

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/getting-involved/reps
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/getting-involved/reps
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The P Word – A christian 
response to pornography
Recent research published by 

the NSPCC highlighted the 
serious impact of pornography 

on young people and raised questions 
surrounding online access and 
relationships and sex education. 
Pornography was the focus for the ‘P 
Word’ conference, attended recently 
by Gail Adcock and Lynne Norman 
from the Methodist Church’s Church 
and Community Team. The event 
was organised jointly by Care and the 
Naked Truth Project, and it sought to 
open delegates’ eyes to the pervasive 
and harmful effects of pornography 
– with powerful stories shared from 
those who had personal experience of 
addiction. The conference made it clear 
that this is an issue for both men and 
women, giving rise to deep shame and 
a reluctance to seek help. 

Valuable insight was offered from 
several contributors and keynote 
speakers along with a project engaging 
with the adult industry and supporting 
those working in it. We also heard 
how current policy, seeking to provide 
greater protection for children online, 

is progressing. The need for greater 
honesty, accountability and openness 
in conversation about sex and intimacy 
was emphasised throughout.  

The conference was a superb 
opportunity to raise awareness around 
a difficult and often taboo subject; it 
sought to remove some of the existing 
barriers that hinder churches and 
Christians when discussing sexual 
behaviour and identity. It was a hugely 
valuable time, reminding those present 
of the importance for all those working 
with children and young people to be 
more willing to provide opportunities 
for these conversations.

There are a host of organisations 
and resources that are helpful in this 
respect – a few of which are listed here: 

   The Naked Truth Project is raising 
awareness, providing education and 
recovery programmes. They have 
produced a PG Workshop & Parent 
Pack:  http://thenakedtruthproject.
com. 

   Romance Academy offers roadshows 
to support parents (although they 
are also suitable for youth workers, 
teachers and church leaders) having 
conversations with young people. 
You can find more details at www.
romanceacademy.org/resources-
training/parent-roadshows. 

   The NSPCC offers advice and tools 
for how to help keep children and 
young people safe online: www.nspcc.
org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-
children-safe/online-safety.  

   Understanding and Treating Sex 
Addiction, a book written by Paula 
Hall – a leading psychotherapist in 
the field of sex and pornography 
addiction – contains advice and 
support for those who suffer from sex 
addiction and for those who want to 
support them.

   Care for the Family has articles and 
guidance on talking to teenagers 
about sex: www.careforthefamily.org.
uk.

   Fight the New Drug is a New 
Zealand based group dedicated to 
combatting pornography by offering 
a wide range of educational materials 
about its impact of pornography, 
intentionally oriented towards young 
people: http://fightthenewdrug.org. 

   Click to Kick, a support service 
offered by the Naked Truth Project, 
runs online groups to help people 
over 18 to overcome their addictions 
to porn: http://clicktokick.com.

http://www.romanceacademy.org/resources-training/parent-roadshows
http://www.romanceacademy.org/resources-training/parent-roadshows
http://www.romanceacademy.org/resources-training/parent-roadshows
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk
http://fightthenewdrug.org
http://clicktokick.com
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Children as 
ministers
Praxis East recently held a 

conference on the place 
and role of children in ministry, 
bringing together theology and 
practice. You can read all about the 
day by visiting the organisation’s 
blog: https://praxisworshipeast.
wordpress.com/empowering-
children-as-ministers.

How are children involved in your 
church? What ministries are they 
taking part in? 

Following Praxis East’s example, 
how can you challenge your church 
to explore children’s ministry in 
new ways?

Depression and anxiety on 
the rise among teenage girls
Depression and anxiety have risen 

among teenage girls in England, 
with more than a third reporting 
symptoms of distress, according to a 
major survey of 14-year-olds carried out 
for the Department for Education.

37% of girls reported feeling unhappy, 
worthless or unable to concentrate, 
more than twice the percentage of boys 
reporting such feelings, a rise since a 
study in 2005. This was described by 
the researchers as “an important and 
significant trend”. The figure for the 
girls had risen by nearly 4% since 2005, 
while the figure for boys, 15%, had fallen 
slightly. You can read the full report 
here:
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/540563/LSYPE2_w2_research_
report.pdf.

Methodist Children and Youth recently 
worked in partnership with Young 
Minds to produce information booklets 
on the issue of mental health, for 
young people of different ages and for 
workers. You can download those from 
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/
children-and-youth/the-well-for-
workers/downloadable-resources/
mental-health.

We have also produced downloadable 
resources to help with the pressures of 
exams:
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/
children-and-youth/the-well-for-
workers/downloadable-resources/
exam-stress.

Find out more about the work of Young 
Minds at www.youngminds.org.uk. 

https://praxisworshipeast.wordpress.com/empowering-children-as-ministers
https://praxisworshipeast.wordpress.com/empowering-children-as-ministers
https://praxisworshipeast.wordpress.com/empowering-children-as-ministers
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/540563/LSYPE2_w2_research_report.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/540563/LSYPE2_w2_research_report.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/540563/LSYPE2_w2_research_report.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/540563/LSYPE2_w2_research_report.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/540563/LSYPE2_w2_research_report.pdf
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/mental-health
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/mental-health
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/mental-health
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/mental-health
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/exam-stress
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/exam-stress
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/exam-stress
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth/the-well-for-workers/downloadable-resources/exam-stress
http://www.youngminds.org.uk
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New courses at 
Cliff College

Cliff College has been 
recognised for decades as a 

centre of excellence for training 
in mission. Over 15 years ago, it 
became the first college to offer 
a diploma course specifically 
designed for those working in 
mission and ministry amongst 
children. Since then Cliff College 
has continued to build innovative 
and credible ways of qualifying in 
vocational lay ministry. 

The college now offers six new 
courses in specialist areas of 
mission and ministry, validated by 
Manchester University. These are 
part-time Level 4 (first year degree) 
courses and include:

   Children
   Youth
   Third Age
   Creative Arts
   Sport
   Family

For further details see www.
cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/
undergraduate/parttime or email 
Carolyn Edwards (c.edwards@
cliffcollege.ac.uk).

opportunities for learning 

Growing Your Family Ministry 
with the Certificate in Family 
Ministry at Cliff College 
By Gail Adock, Family Ministry Development Officer

It’s been exciting to see family ministry continuing to develop across the 
Connexion and beyond. Many churches are keen to find ways to engage and 

support families in their congregations and communities. For those working 
in this field there’s been an increase in demand for training and equipping. 
Following publication of Core Skills for Family Ministry, a brand new short course 
is now offered by Cliff College: the Certificate in Family Ministry. This five-day 
residential course will be welcoming its third cohort of students in January 2017 
so we thought we’d ask a couple of previous attendees about their experience of 
undertaking some further study...

Kim Gabbatiss and Anne Batchelor are practitioners with a wealth of experience 
between them. Kim works as a part-time Children and Families Worker in the 
York Circuit, has a very varied role and is about to enter her tenth year of ministry! 
Anne has been a Children’s and Family Worker in Worcestershire for eight years. 
Both saw the course as an opportunity to put some context around this particular 
area of ministry, having not done any other relevant study. 

Students engage with a wide range of topics to develop their theology and 
understanding of family work, including contemporary forms of family and 
biblical models, seasons of family life and ministry good practice. “I particularly 
enjoyed the discussions, the freedom to ask questions. There was a real buzz 
about the course,” said Anne. For Kim the variety of different students was a real 
bonus: “I found it helpful to be alongside people of different ages, traditions and 
those who are offering similar forms of ministry but in different ways, sharing 
knowledge, experience and ideas.” One of her highlights was hearing how family 
life continues to evolve and how the church can actively play its part in people’s 
lives.

Undertaking the course was a daunting prospect at first for Anne: “I was nervous 
as this was the first time I had done any formal learning for over 20 years, I had 
not written an essay in a very long time! My main concern was would I get lost 
in lectures, be able to process ideas and language etc. After talking with a few 
folk who had been to Cliff before, they reassured me that I would be fine and 
encouraged me to go and enjoy the experience and not get too hung up on the 

http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/parttime
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/parttime
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/parttime
mailto:c.edwards@cliffcollege.ac.uk
mailto:c.edwards@cliffcollege.ac.uk
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assignment at the end.” Thankfully 
the engaging styles of presentation by 
lecturers and pertinent content made 
for a thought-provoking and absorbing 
week of learning.

For both Anne and Kim, being a part of 
the course has had an impact on their 
work back home. As Anne explains: 
“It’s helped me put into context some 
of the challenges, joys and current 
thinking around family ministry (FM), 
exploring what FM might mean for 
the church and community I’m based 
in. I might need a discussion with my 
church and wider circuit to do things 
in a different way.” Specifically there’s 
been an opportunity to consider 
ways to build stronger links between 
the toddler group and the church, 
exploring ways for them to explore 
faith as families. This has become 
a focus for her ongoing prayer and 
planning.

It’s altered Kim’s perspective and 
approach to ministry too: “I look 

at family in a different way … and 
value the different ways in which my 
work with families is worked out, for 
instance with grandparents and with 
childminders, who have an enormous 
influence on the children on a day-to-
day basis.” 

The course encourages participants to 
become more reflective practitioners: 
“The process of this continued study 
and working on an assignment, 
has helped me to value the practice 
regularly looking back and reflecting on 
my work, focusing on family ministry 
and its importance in the whole life of 
the church,” comments Anne.

And to those considering applying for 
the course, Kim is confident you won’t 
be disappointed: “It not only offers an 
opportunity to learn alongside others 
involved in working with children 
and families, but also to be supported 
as you reflect on your own practice. 
There is a great balance of study and 
free time, as well as time and space to 

worship God each morning.” She also 
appreciated the ongoing contact with 
fellow students via the Facebook group 
which encourages everyone to continue 
with their learning. Anne adds, “Set 
aside the time to go, leave any pre-
conceptions or worries behind and 
immerse yourself for a week of sharing 
ideas and concepts, a time to discuss 
the joys and challenges, an opportunity 
to learn and shape and develop your 
own practice”.

The next Certificate in Family Ministry 
takes place from 23-27 January 2017. 
Further details are available on Cliff 
College’s website www.cliffcollege.
ac.uk, by emailing shortcourse@
cliffcollege.ac.uk or calling 01246 
584203.

opportunities for learning 

http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk
mailto:shortcourse@cliffcollege.ac.uk
mailto:shortcourse@cliffcollege.ac.uk
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Using media for mission
Michael Ivatt, Lead Media Officer for the Connexional 

Team, has developed a one-day interactive course to 
help Methodist churches and individuals use the media for 
mission. He is happy to travel anywhere in the UK to deliver 
this training, which is designed for around ten people at a 
time.

The day covers:
   understanding the media
   writing press releases and media relations 
   photography for media
   media interview preparation 
   identifying a crisis.

Michael can also offer training in using social media, 
although that is a day’s training in itself!

If you think this training would be useful for your church, 
circuit or youth project – for instance if you are looking to 
improve the publicity for your youth work or you would like 
to develop relationships with your local media and share 
some good news stories – then email Michael at ivattm@
methodistchurch.org.uk.

opportunities for learning 

Learning at the New Room
Do you know a school class, 

children’s/youth group, a 
Junior Church group or a uniformed 
organisation that might like to find 
out more about John Wesley and the 
New Room in Bristol? Tours, talks and 
workshops run by the Education Officer, 
Mandy Briggs, are available all year 
round.

You can find out why John Wesley came 
to Bristol, why he built the New Room 
and why there was a riot in the chapel 
in 1788. There is also a new activity 
guide for the New Room with puzzles, 
cartoons and a secret code to crack. 
For more details or for copies of the 
education leaflet and the activity guide, 
contact Mandy on 0117 926 4740 or email 
education@newroombristol.org.uk.

mailto:ivattm@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:ivattm@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:education@newroombristol.org.uk
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BEIBL BYW
A year-long campaign called Beibl 

Byw (Living Bible) is gathering 
momentum in Wales. Launched jointly 
by the Bible Society, beibl.net and 
the Welsh Sunday Schools Council, 
it encourages people of all ages to 
engage with the Bible. The campaign 
follows the publication of three Welsh-
language Bibles last year, Y Beibl 
Canllaw (a Welsh language ‘study’ 
Bible), beibl.net (Welsh language 
Bible in accessible language), and the 
colourful hardback book 365 o storiau 
o’r Beibl, together with the new Ap 
Beibl for tablets and smartphones.

The campaign is supported by all the 
Welsh-language denominations who 
are providing supporting initiatives 
and resources, with the Methodist 
Church providing a Welsh-language 
version of Navigate. The Beibl Byw 
campaign encourages churches across 
Wales to participate in and initiate 
a wide range of activities suitable to 
their contexts. Although it is primarily 

a Welsh-language campaign many 
English churches have become 
involved through providing copies 
of beibl.net to their local schools 
and other groups who meet on their 
premises. 

People visiting the three main national 
festivals in Wales this summer were 
given opportunity to get involved in 
Beibl Byw in a fun way, taking part in 
a treasure hunt featuring stories from 
the 365 o storiau o’r Beibl. They were 
given bilingual leaflets, taken from the 
full colour Bible, with the faces of the 
characters blanked out and challenged 
to go and look for four volunteers 
dressed as those characters wandering 
around the sites, who then offered to 
relate their story. A Welsh-language 
video with English subtitles featuring 
this activity at the Urdd National 
Eisteddfod, the largest youth festival in 
Europe, can be seen at https://vimeo.
com/169130347.

YOUNG NCB IS RECRUITING!
Young NCB (National Children’s 

Bureau) is recruiting new 
members. Membership is open to 
all children and young people up 
to the age of 18 who live in England 
(members aged 18-24 can join the 
alumni group). Being a member of 
Young NCB provides opportunities 
to get involved and take action on 

issues that are important, such as 
campaigning for personal finance 
education, speaking out about 
transport services, taking part in events 
and lobbying government.

To find out more and join the group, 
young people should visit www.
youngncb.org.uk.

https://vimeo.com/169130347
https://vimeo.com/169130347
http://www.youngncb.org.uk
http://www.youngncb.org.uk
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How to get kids offline, outdoors and 
connecting with nature 
Written by Bonnie Thomas, this book 
has lots of activities to engage children 
with the outside, including some 
excellent material exploring mindfulness 
and helping children build positive 
connections and well-being. Depending 

on your group, some activities might not 
sit completely comfortably in a church 
setting, but you can adapt the approaches 
to suit. Available from several online 
book stores.

Try Praying 
This initiative encourages people to pray 
and offers several resources, including 
an app; a seven-day prayer booklet for 
people who “don’t see themselves as 
religious” and a free downloadable youth 

booklet. To find out more about the 
project, visit www.trypraying.co.uk, and 
resources can be ordered/downloaded 
from the sister site: www.thereishope.
co.uk/resources.

www.seeme-hearme.org.uk 
Launched in 2014 by the West Midlands 
Police and the region’s local councils, 
this campaign raises awareness of child 
sexual exploitation. The latest initiative, 
Do you know what your friend is doing?, 
teaches young people the signs they 
should look out for in order to help 

protect their friends from harm. The 
website contains lots of useful resources 
– including case studies and fictionalised 
interactive films that explain how young 
people can be vulnerable to harm. 
Information is also available for parents 
and carers, professionals and schools. 

Lifelong Faith Journals 
Lifelong Faith Associates helps 
congregations develop Christian faith 
formation for all ages and generations, 
increasing the capacity of leaders and 
communities to nurture faith growth in 
everyone. It’s well worth having a browse 
through the journals available online 
and the resources available to purchase. 

But, in particular, they have produced 
three Journal Collections – on children’s, 
adolescent and, most recently, family 
faith formation. Why not find some time, 
make a cuppa and have a quick read? 
All three collections can be downloaded 
from www.lifelongfaith.com. 

http://www.trypraying.co.uk
http://www.thereishope.co.uk/resources
http://www.thereishope.co.uk/resources
http://WWW.SEEME-HEARME.ORG.UK
http://www.lifelongfaith.com
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Get Your Rights 
The Council for Disabled Children and 
the National Children’s Bureau have 
developed resources to raise awareness 
of children and young people’s rights 
under the NHS Constitution – aiming 
to empower them to be involved in their 
own health and care. This includes www.
getyourrights.org, an interactive website, 

created in partnership with children and 
young people, to explain their rights 
when using the NHS. The Get Your 
Rights Toolkit has practical resources to 
help professionals have conversations 
with children and young people about 
their rights in the NHS constitution. 

Learning disability friendly church 
Prospects seeks to equip churches 
to offer accessible worship and Bible 
teaching for people with learning 
disabilities. To promote churches that 
have taken positive steps to welcome and 
include people with learning disabilities, 

they have launched a new initiative to 
share the good work. Visit its website 
to find out more: www.prospects.org.uk/
churches/learning-disability-friendly-
churches. 

Messy Hospitality 
Lucy Moore, founder of Messy Church, 
demonstrates how hospitality can be 
practised in Messy Church and other 
church contexts to promote mission 
and faith formation, addressing the 
theology of hospitality and how it can 
be expressed at the welcome table, 

the activity table, the Lord’s Table, the 
meal table and in the home. For more 
information, visit www.messychurch.
org.uk/resource/messy-hospitality-
changing-communities-through-fun-
food-friendship-and-faith. 

Engage Worship 
Engage Worship resources local 
churches for creative, innovative and 
world-changing worship; engaging with 
God, each other and the world around 
them.  Sam and Sara Hargreaves lead 
worship and training events across the 
UK and recently led a youth and parents 
retreat in the York and Hull District. 
You may also have spotted them in 

Together with God (Ed Mackenzie and 
Gareth Crispin’s book, featured in the 
last edition of The Well), where they 
shared their family worship story. There 
are superb resources on their website 
and they’re available from this autumn 
to help in a host of different ways to 
grow worship in churches. Visit www.
engageworship.org to find out more.

http://www.getyourrights.org
http://www.getyourrights.org
http://www.prospects.org.uk/churches/learning-disability-friendly-churches
http://www.prospects.org.uk/churches/learning-disability-friendly-churches
http://www.prospects.org.uk/churches/learning-disability-friendly-churches
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-hospitality-changing-communities-through-fun-food-friendship-and-faith
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-hospitality-changing-communities-through-fun-food-friendship-and-faith
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-hospitality-changing-communities-through-fun-food-friendship-and-faith
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-hospitality-changing-communities-through-fun-food-friendship-and-faith
http://www.engageworship.org
http://www.engageworship.org
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Cerebra Problem-Solving Toolkit 
This toolkit supports disabled people 
and carers, as well as their families 
and advisers, who are encountering 
difficulties with the statutory agencies in 
relation to the provision of health, social 
care and education support services. 

Cerebra is a unique charity set up to 
help improve the lives of children with 
neurological conditions. To download 
the toolkit, visit www.cerebra.org.uk/
help-and-information/guides-for-parents/
problem-solving-toolkit. 

Free online graphic design platform 
canva (www.canva.com) offers free access 
to a wide assortment of design tools and 
options. It is quick and you don’t need a 
degree in graphic design to use it! Most 

importantly, it enables you to get some 
fantastic results for free. You create your 
design then download it for the web, a 
high-quality graphic or as a PDF.

The Life Village 
Based on the African proverb “It 
takes a village to raise a child”, www.
thelifevillage.com is a tool for parents 
as they think about who they want in 

their child’s life – investing, sharing and 
being a great role model as they grow. 
It’s not a Christian website, but has some 
interesting insights to offer nonetheless.

Homophobia Guide
The 2016 Methodist Conference 
welcomed the resource Homophobia: 
Definition and Guidance, which had 
been requested two years ago. It sets out 
what homophobia is, and what it is not. 
The resource states that homophobic 
attitudes, words, and behaviours are 

inconsistent with the nature of Christian 
conduct and a violation of the worth 
and dignity of all people. Learn more 
at www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/
views-of-the-church/human-sexuality/
talking-of-marriage-and-relationships/
homophobia-definition-and-guidance. 

Pass It On 
Bible Society has invited five great 
storytellers to each choose a story from 
the Bible and retell it in a different style. 
In this special collection you will find 
a short tale, a comic strip, a rhyme, a 

rap and a poem. To find out more, visit 
www.biblesociety.org.uk/what-we-do/
england-and-wales/pass-it-on/pass-it-
on-home. 

Homophobia: 
Definition and Guidance

For use in the Methodist Church

BIble tales 
lIke you’ve 

never
read them 

before

Anthony HorowItz  •  Kev F sutherland
MartIn Coleman  •  gavIn tyte  •  sIr Andrew MotIon

“I chose to write about the Tower of Babel 
because it is such a wonderful image. If you 
have ever wondered why we all speak different 
languages, it provides an imaginative answer. 
It makes a good point about vanity and 
about the importance of recognising human 
limitations. In short, it’s a small masterpiece 
and I hope you will enjoy re-reading it.”

Anthony Horowitz

“I found the story of Samson’s  
Philistine Wife to have comedic  
angles that other people  
seemed to have overlooked.”

Kev F Sutherland  
(Beano and Bananaman)

Bible Society
Stonehill Green, 
Westlea
Swindon SN5 7DG

biblesociety.org.uk

wIn an iPAD

Pass it on

http://www.cerebra.org.uk/help-and-information/guides-for-parents/problem-solving-toolkit
http://www.cerebra.org.uk/help-and-information/guides-for-parents/problem-solving-toolkit
http://www.cerebra.org.uk/help-and-information/guides-for-parents/problem-solving-toolkit
http://www.canva.com
http://www.thelifevillage.com
http://www.thelifevillage.com
http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/views-of-the-church/human-sexuality/talking-of-marriage-and-relationships/homophobia-definition-and-guidance
http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/views-of-the-church/human-sexuality/talking-of-marriage-and-relationships/homophobia-definition-and-guidance
http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/views-of-the-church/human-sexuality/talking-of-marriage-and-relationships/homophobia-definition-and-guidance
http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/views-of-the-church/human-sexuality/talking-of-marriage-and-relationships/homophobia-definition-and-guidance
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/what-we-do/england-and-wales/pass-it-on/pass-it-on-home
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/what-we-do/england-and-wales/pass-it-on/pass-it-on-home
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/what-we-do/england-and-wales/pass-it-on/pass-it-on-home
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Parentalk podcasts 
Here are free, fun and practical monthly 
podcasts about helping families do 
the best job they can in bringing up 
their children. Each podcast features 
an interview with a guest, discussions 
around topics such as communication, 
boundaries, belonging, conflict, stress,  
quality time and much more. Parentalk 

provides helpful, practical ideas to try at 
home that are suitable for parents from 
all different backgrounds and family 
structures. Visit www.careforthefamily.
org.uk/courses/parentalk-2/the-
parentalk-podcast-for-the-primary-years 
to find out more.

A model for christian youth work 
Congratulations to our Methodist 
colleague, Nigel Pimlott, on the 
very recent publication by Grove 
Books of A Model for Christian Youth 
Work, which invites youth workers 
to take a step back from the day-to-
day challenges and opportunities of 
their ministry. By visualising the key 

elements of the youth work as the 
foundation, floors, and roof of a house, 
it offers a means to pause, reflect 
and appraise what exactly it is that a 
project is trying to achieve. To find 
out more and order a copy visit www.
grovebooks.co.uk/products/y-39-a-
model-for-christian-youth-work. 

Book a Roots workshop 
Roots, who provide worship and learning 
resources for the whole Church, offer a 
range of workshops that can be booked 
for training events and conferences, 
including: 

   Tending tiny disciples – finding 
opportunities for nurturing the faith 
of pre-schoolers

   Making good connections – 
exploring how an understanding of 
‘spiritual styles’ can help us to plan 

engaging and inclusive worship and 
learning

   The fascinating Bible – a workshop to 
discover ways of reading, unpacking 
and engaging with this web of 
writings that contain our ‘big story’. 

If you’re interested in booking any of 
these workshops, contact Allison Ward at 
rootspromo@rootsontheweb.com.

Free resources from Premier 
From now on, all ministry resources 
from Premier Youthwork and Premier 
Childrenswork are free online! Visit 

www.premieryouthwork.com/resources 
or www.premierchildrenswork.com/
resources to explore what’s available.

http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/courses/parentalk-2/the-parentalk-podcast-for-the-primary-years
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/courses/parentalk-2/the-parentalk-podcast-for-the-primary-years
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/courses/parentalk-2/the-parentalk-podcast-for-the-primary-years
http://www.grovebooks.co.uk/products/y-39-a-model-for-christian-youth-work
http://www.grovebooks.co.uk/products/y-39-a-model-for-christian-youth-work
http://www.grovebooks.co.uk/products/y-39-a-model-for-christian-youth-work
mailto:rootspromo@rootsontheweb.com
http://www.premieryouthwork.com/resources
http://www.premierchildrenswork.com/resources
http://www.premierchildrenswork.com/resources
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Explore Together 
This new and practical tool from 
Scripture Union helps people, of all ages, 
to engage with the Bible. It encourages 
the exploration of the Bible using natural 
learning preferences and preferred 

spiritual styles. As well as resource 
books available to buy, there is a website 
and tour dates. Find out more at www.
exploretogether.org. 

The Think Tank 
This book, written by Martin Saunders, 
contains 100 stories designed to provoke 
discussion, followed by questions that 
relate the stories to a biblical bedrock. 
The stories are in four parts: Would 
you believe it? (unbelievable stories, all 
absolutely true!); Inspiring individuals 
(stories of celebrities, public figures and 
other people of note making a positive 

difference); What would you do? (ethics 
explored through stories, many based 
on real events) and At the movies (25 
movie clips that pack a punch with 
young people, and all the background 
and questions you’ll need to facilitate 
discussion around them). The book is 
available from several online retailers.

Schools Portal 
A range of resources for Methodist 
schools is now available online. 
The growing collection of scripted 
assemblies, videos and links has been 
curated by the Revd Paul Glass, Chaplain 
at Kent College, Canterbury and Pastoral 

Visitor to the Methodist Schools Group. 
You can discover the resources at https://
sites.google.com/a/kentcollege.co.uk/
mist-mastworshipportal/. 

MANMADE 
The term ‘manhood’ and the question of 
what it is to be a man are both becoming 
increasingly problematic. ManMade, 
written by Darren Quinnell and 
produced by Share Jesus International, 
is a resource to help male teenagers 
become young men. Boys rarely mark 
the transition into manhood, they simply 
drift into adult life. ManMade unpacks 
this transition in six sessions with a DVD 

with voxpops, over thirty resource sheets, 
reflections on core values from the life 
of Jesus and lots of ideas to customise a 
‘rites of passage’ experience. To find out 
more, visit www.sharejesusinternational.
com/manmade/. 

http://www.exploretogether.org
http://www.exploretogether.org
https://sites.google.com/a/kentcollege.co.uk/mist-mastworshipportal/
https://sites.google.com/a/kentcollege.co.uk/mist-mastworshipportal/
https://sites.google.com/a/kentcollege.co.uk/mist-mastworshipportal/
http://www.sharejesusinternational.com/manmade/
http://www.sharejesusinternational.com/manmade/
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Seriously Awkward 
Reviewed by Meg Prowting,  
Church and Community Development Officer

The Children’s Society has produced 
a new resource, Seriously Awkward, 
for those working with teenagers aged 
11-16. Its six sessions cover issues 
related to identity, mental well-being, 
healthy relationships, internet safety, 
understanding issues facing vulnerable 
young people and making a difference 
through campaigning.

Each session is broken down into 
sections that take you on a journey from 
ice breakers, to activities to help the 
group understand the issues and then 
into activities that enable the young 
people to go deeper. The sessions are 
well set out and easy to follow. The pack 
also has postcards for different sessions, 
which can be given to the young 
people to take away with them. The 

Bible is woven into the sessions, with 
opportunities for reflection. At the end of 
each session there is a challenge for the 
young people for the week ahead.

This is a great resource that will give 
confidence to youth workers to tackle 
important subjects in a sensitive, non-
embarrassing and helpful way. Young 
people will enjoy and be challenged 
but, most importantly, the resource will 
provide a safe space where these topics 
can be opened up for discussion.

The Seriously Awkward resource can be 
downloaded for free from the Children’s 
Society website: www.childrenssociety.
org.uk/seriously-awkward-youth-group-
resources. 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/seriously-awkward-youth-group-resources
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/seriously-awkward-youth-group-resources
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/seriously-awkward-youth-group-resources
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Scripture Union Light Parties 
Reviewed by Penny Fuller, Church and Community Development 
Coordinator

The SU Light Party Pack is an 
excellent resource offering a fun 
alternative to secular Halloween 
parties. Get in early and advertise a 
big event for children in your church 
and community – and the pack will 
provide you with everything you 
need to run a successful party!

The pack includes resources to 
help you plan and has a pick’n’mix 

format, with suggestions for party 
activities, items for an all-age church 
service, Bible explorations and craft 
ideas. The Light Party Pack could 
be used to deliver a one-off event or 
as material for one or more Junior 
Church sessions.

Set a date and start planning now! 
To order your free copy, visit www.
scriptureunion.org.uk/3534033.id. 

Energize from Urban Saints 
Reviewed by Tracy Birks, Children and Youth Outreach Worker with 
the Methodist churches in Birchwood and Shenley

I have been involved with Urban 
Saints in the past and found them to 
be very good but I hadn’t touched 
base with them recently. However, I 
recently had to cover for a colleague 
at the last minute and put together 
an evening’s youth session. I used 
resources from Urban Saints and 
then directed the church to the free 
trial that Urban Saints offers, to help 
them in the coming weeks.

Many churches without full-time 
youth and childrens workers can 
struggle to have materials for their 
groups – and Energize, offering easy 
to use web-based, biblical meeting 
plans, might just be the solution to 
that problem.

There have been developments 
within Energize, since I last used it. 
It once was little more than a site to 
cut and paste (albeit very helpful and 
high-quality) ideas, but just seeing 
the site operating now, with live 
chat and a very interactive nature, 
was inspiring. I could clearly see 
the benefits to me, even as an 
experienced youth and childrens 
worker, revisiting what Urban Saints 
and Energize had to offer.

For more information and to sign-
up for a free 30-day trial, visit www.
energize.uk.net.

http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/3534033.id
http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/3534033.id
http://www.energize.uk.net
http://www.energize.uk.net
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dates for your diary…
Visit www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion for more news of learning events taking place in 
the Methodist Church through the Discipleship, Ministry and Learning Network.

Boost Conference 
Tuesday 11 October 2016, Westminster
A one-day conference exploring the emotional resilience 
and spiritual well-being of children, young people and 
leaders. It is aimed at those working with, or supervising 
those who work with, under 18’s either part-time/full-
time or as a volunteer. To find out more visit http://
separtnership.org.uk/boost. 

Making Activities Deaf Friendly
Thursday 13 October 2016, Birmingham
A free workshop, organised by the National Deaf Children’s 
Society in partnership with Ambition, aimed at those 
working directly with young people, who would like to 
make their activities inclusive for deaf young people. It 
will also cover how to get deaf young people volunteering 
and participating in activities. A free lunch is included. 
To find out more, including how to book, email events@
ambitionuk.org. 

Grandparents’ Festival
Saturday 22 October 2016, Lomas Hall, 
Church Street, Sheffield
The Gift of Years joins Messy Church, Who Let The 
Dads Out? and other BRF programmes to celebrate 
grandparents, guardians and their young. Find out more at 
www.brfonline.org.uk/gparentsfestival. 

Practical Spirituality: 
Transforming Lives and 
Communities
Monday 7 November 2016, St Paul’s 
Church, Stratford (London)
Wednesday 9 November 2016, St John’s 
Church, Kimberworth Park, Rotherham
The annual conferences (south and north) of the National 
Estates Churches Network (NECN) explore a call to 
estate ministry and life by looking at our Christian 
spirituality and its impact upon this distinctive ministry. 
To find out more about NECN and to book a place, visit 
www.nationalestatechurches.org/conferences.html. 

New Parish Conference
10-11 November 2016, St Martin in the 
Bullring, Birmingham
Christian communities across the UK are finding new ways 
to connect with the particular places they inhabit. This 
conference offers two days to meet fellow practitioners, 
hear inspiring stories, and learn from the collective 
practices of this growing movement. Speakers include 
Shane Claiborne, Immandeep Kaur and the Revd Dr Kate 
Coleman. Visit www.newparishconference.co.uk for more 
information.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion
http://separtnership.org.uk/boost
http://separtnership.org.uk/boost
mailto:events@ambitionuk.org
mailto:events@ambitionuk.org
http://www.brfonline.org.uk/gparentsfestival
http://www.nationalestatechurches.org/conferences.html
http://www.newparishconference.co.uk
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Enabling Church Conference
Saturday 12 November 2016, London
An event full of ideas and inspiration for all who work 
with or support children, families and youth, plus anyone 
with a passion to see the abilities of everyone recognised. 
More details are available at http://churchesforall.org.uk/
next-enabling-church-conference-coming-up, or email 
enabledchurch@gmail.com.

Crucible Course presents Through 
Their Eyes
12-13 November 2016, IMC, Weoley Park, 
Birmingham
In conjunction with CURBs (Children in Urban Situations: 
www.curbsproject.org.uk), an informal, conversational 
learning opportunity, exploring and re-imagining children 
and families work. Cost £93. For more information email 
rachel@urbanexpression.org.uk.

Godly Play Training
15-17 November 2016, Cliff College, 
Derbyshire
Over 3 days (minimum 25 hours training), you will develop 
your practice and understanding of the art of Godly Play. 
Cost £390. For more information, visit www.cliffcollege.
ac.uk/students/shortcourses/midweek/gpt. 

3Generate (Methodist Children’s 
and Youth Assembly) and The 
Well@3Generate
25-27 November 2016, PGL Centre, 
Liddington (near Swindon)
3Generate is an action-packed, inspiring weekend 
for hearing the voice of children and young people. 
The Well@3Generate is a separate event for workers 
and leaders, which runs alongside 3Generate. 
For more information about both events, visit 
www.3generate.org.uk or watch some of the videos  
at www.youtube.com/3generateTV. 

dates for your diary…
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http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.youtube.com/3generateTV
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If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-
Children-Youth/126895266084
Twitter: @childrenyouth

Contact us
We always love to 

hear from you!

Certificate in Family Ministry
23-27 January 2017, Cliff College, 
Derbyshire
A week-long course designed for family 
work practitioners within the Church and the 
community. Cliff College is working in partnership 
with the Methodist Learning Network and the 
Consultative Group on Ministry among Children 
in the delivery of the course. Cost £380. For more 
information visit www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/
shortcourses/cliff-certificates/cifm. 

Hand in Hand Children’s and 
Family Ministry Conference
3-5 February 2017, Eastbourne
The main focus for the weekend will be the five 
key areas for life-long faith formation: encounter, 
dialogue, community, milestones and action. 
It covers all ages from toddlers to mid-teens 
and how these themes impact our outreach and 
discipleship. More information available from 
www.handinhandconference.com. 

Joined Up Conference
Saturday 11 March 2017, St Thomas 
Philadelphia, Sheffield
For Youth, Schools, Children’s and Families 
Workers. Cost £10 per delegate – including 
lunch. Keynote speakers, a wide variety of 
workshops to choose from and a chance to 
network and share ideas. To find out more, visit 
www.joinedupconference.com. 

Methodist Summer Fellowship 
(MSF)
29 July – 4 August 2017, Hayes 
Conference Centre, Swanwick
A holiday for young and old, lay and ordained, 
whatever your background or theological 
perspective. MSF is an opportunity to bring 
together a worshipping Christian community 
of all ages for a week of holiday, friendship, 
prayer, listening, reflection, conversation and fun. 
This holiday aims to provide the environment, 
support and stimulation for personal and spiritual 
refreshment and growth. To find out more, visit 
www.methodistsummerfellowship.org. 

dates for your diary…
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