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All Together Now: a conference about 
being Intergenerational Church

1 Csinos, D & Beckwith, I ‘Better Together: The formative power of Intergenerational Community’ from 
The Journal of Family and Community Ministries, Volume 28 (2015)

The Church is one of the few 
places where people of different 
ages and life experiences can 

gather together as one, but finding 
ways to do this well isn’t always easy. 
During the We are Family research 
project, people often mentioned the 
various ways churches, workers and 
ministers were striving to gather 
people together. And some were more 
effective than others! Difficulties were 
thrown up as different generations 
often seemed to lack understanding of 
each other. Overcoming these barriers 
was never an easy task! So:
   How can we be a thriving church of 
different generations together?

   Is it just about all-age services? Or is 
there more?

   What if the generations simply don’t 
get along?

   Where do we even start when 
gathering young and old, and those 
in between?

Dave Csinos and Ivy Beckwith make 
a strong case for being intentional 
about bringing different generations 
together1, believing there’s power in 
doing so – not least for the sake of 
children and young people who benefit 
greatly from having relationships 
with others in the church who are 
‘non-parents’. It’s not enough, in their 

view, simply to bring people together 
but to work at helping them get to 
know each other, building a ‘common 
life’. Intergenerational Church is a 
place where everyone’s discipleship is 
impacted and people of all ages grow 
in faith alongside and with one another.

At ‘All Together Now’ we’ll be exploring 
more thinking and ideas around what 
it means to bring different generations 
together. It is a free live-streamed 
conference on Tuesday 10 October, 
exploring what it means to be an 
intergenerational church community. 
We’d love you to join us for a day of 
learning and reflection about what this 
could look like and how to shape it

Our speakers Gareth Crispin, Elle Bird 
and Martyn Payne will share their own 
perspectives on bringing generations 
together. And you can join in from 
wherever there’s an internet connection 
– a coffee shop, a church office or room 
or maybe even the comfort of a sofa in 
your own lounge! Wherever suits you 
best...

To find out more details, including 
events happening regionally, and to 
sign up go to www.methodist.org.uk/
alltogethernow, and click on ‘register 
now (free)’.

A one-day conference,  
streamed live online

ALL TOGETHER NOW explores what it means to be an intergenerational Church 
community. It will help you to think intentionally about a being a Church of different 
generations. The conference includes reflections on theory as well as practice, 
and you’ll also have an opportunity to see intergenerational ministry in action! 

Who’s the event for: Anyone engaging with different generations in church life.

Speakers include: 

• Eleanor Bird (Head of 
Children and Youth Ministry, 
St Chad’s Church, Romiley)

• Martyn Payne (Messy 
Church team member)

• Gareth Crispin (Youth, 
Children & Families Minister, 
St John’s Church, Lindow)

Tuesday 10 October 
2017, 10am-3pm

All Together Now:
bringing generations together 

Venue: Anywhere! Enjoy the conference 
from the comfort of your own sofa or office. 
Gather with people local to you or find a 
hosted event nearby! 

Find out more and register your interest at: 
www.methodist.org.uk/alltogethernow 
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Farewell from Tim Annan

On 31 August 2017, 
we said goodbye 
to outgoing Youth 
President, Tim Annan. 
Here are some final 
thoughts from him.

The greater fool

How can you distil all you have 
seen and done in a year to 

a summary? The answer is you 
can’t. Five hundred and twenty-five 
thousand six hundred minutes of 
being Youth President, a year full of 
lows and highs.

One year ago, I said that I wanted 
to be ‘the greater fool’. It’s an 
economic theory that states the 
price of an object is not determined 
by its intrinsic value, but rather by 
irrational beliefs and expectations. 
If that made absolutely no sense to 
you, then perhaps this might help:

“For the rest of us to profit, we 
need a greater fool, someone who 
will buy long and sell short … The 
greater fool is someone with the 
perfect blend of self-delusion and 
ego to think that he can succeed 
where others have failed.” 

Sloan Sabbith (The Newsroom, 
Series 1, Episode 10)

Christianity, at its core, is built up 
by greater fools, and continues to 
be built by them. Jesus believed 
that the society and culture around 
him could be better. He wanted to 
change a discourse of segregation, 
oppression, elitism and racism. He 
was told that it was impossible. Yet, 

if it was impossible, why 2,000 years 
later are we still trying to follow his 
example?

Hope in the few
I’ve been humbled by the people 
I’ve met this year across the 
Connexion and around the 
country – men and women who 
feel convicted in their feelings that 
whatever they do, no matter if it 
is for 100 people or 4, it is worth 
doing. I can’t overstate that enough; 
the impact these people are having 
on lives of those around them is 
worth it. I’m not saying that from 
some Christian ethos, though that 
is a part of it, but from a far more 
base perspective: humanity. We 
are in a world that has changed 
in the last year – where we have 
elected leaders not denouncing 
racist rhetoric; where groups hae 
been marginalised according 
to their faith, race and religion; 
where children are attacked at 
concerts; where there are rising 
acts of aggression from countries 
involving nuclear weapons; and 
where there is fear and uncertainty 
about the future. .

Yet, we live in a world of expectant 
hope: a world where acts of terror 
are met with an outpouring of 
love; a world where intolerance 
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and injustice are met with peaceful 
protest and unity; a world where 
you can find encouragement from 
the most unlikely of sources; a 
world where the strangers can share 
in tears over loved ones lost. 

“Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful and committed citizens 
can change the world.”

Margaret Mead

I’ve had the privilege to meet 
young people who want to change 
the world in which they live, who 
have the ambitions and dreams of 
a better world. I’ve met adults who 
not only want to continue to change 
the world, but also encourage and 
facilitate young people to do the 
same. These people have inspired 
me and challenged me to be a 
better man. 

Kintsukuroi
I’ve been thinking I should 
leave you all with some glint of 
inspirational wisdom gained 
from this year. Something deep 
and meaningful and full of 
philosophical reason; but I can’t 
really. I am a moderately attractive 
23-year old Christian who is like 
everyone else in the world. I am a 
broken person in more ways than 
you think, but that doesn’t have to 
be a bad thing.

In Japan, there is a form of art 
called Kintsukuroi. It means ‘to 
repair with gold’. The artist repairs 
broken pottery with gold or silver, 
understanding that the piece is 
more beautiful for having been 
broken. We are all broken people, 
but it’s those around us, those who 
inspire us, the things we read, the 
things we watch, the things we 
listen to that repair our souls. We 
are beautiful in our brokenness. It’s 
down to every human being to be 
the gold that repairs others’ souls, 
and repairs the world along the way.

It has been a privilege to have been 
your Youth President this year. My 
only regret is I wish I could have 
done more for you all. You are all 
wonderful and beautiful human 
beings, and my life is all the better 
for having met and known you all.

I leave you with the words of 
Gandalf to challenge you all:

“…so do all who live to see such 
times. But that is not for them to 
decide. All we have to decide is 
what to do with the time that is 
given us.”

Gandalf (J R R Tolkien,  
The Fellowship of the Ring)

Adapted from the Youth President 
blog, https://methodistyouthpres.
blogspot.co.uk. 

https://methodistyouthpres.blogspot.co.uk
https://methodistyouthpres.blogspot.co.uk
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Welcoming a new Youth 
President – Michael Pryke
At 3Generate children’s and youth assembly in 2016 Michael 
Pryke was elected as the Methodist Youth President for 
2017/2018. He began in his new post on 1 September 2017 
and has written this short introduction:

Hello, my name is Michael 
Pryke and I’m the Methodist 

Church’s Youth President 
2017/2018. I’m 18 years old and 
come from Stamford, Lincolnshire, 
which is part of the Northampton 
District. Some of my passions are 
for social justice, LGBTQ rights 
and Israel/Palestine.

In my year as Youth President 
I want to engage young people 
within the life of the Church and 

help their voice to be heard in 
a variety of ways. I’m especially 
looking forward to 3Generate, to 
see how as a Connexion we come 
together as young people.

I’ve spent all of my life in a 
Methodist church, and I’m a 
big fan of hymns and organs. 
I’m looking forward to meeting 
lots of people this year and to 
being inspired by the work that 
people are doing throughout the 
Connexion. I also excited to be 
able to create new opportunities 
for young people within the 
Church and for young people to 
become more involved with all 
aspects of church life.

You can follow Michael on 
Twitter at @youthpresident 
or through Facebook at www.
facebook.com/YouthPresident. 
You can also get in touch 
with him at youthpresident@
methodistchurch.org.uk.

http://www.facebook.com/YouthPresident
http://www.facebook.com/YouthPresident
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All go for 3Generate 2017

Over 1,000 children and young 
people from all over the 

country are booked into this year’s 
3Generate, the annual Methodist 
children’s and young people’s 
assembly, which will take place in 
Southport from 24-26 November 
2017. 

The programme planning team is 
busy developing an exciting 

programme of workshops, worship 
and activities, that will see our 
children and young people 
discussing life issues, exploring 
different ways to worship God, 
taking part in ‘world cafe’ and 
open space sessions, experiencing, 
discussing and seeking truths 
in response to difficult and 
challenging world issues.

We are looking for 
volunteers!
We must be thankful to God for the 
amazing opportunity that this gives 
our Church!

But to make this all happen we need 
a team of dedicated volunteers from 
the Church. In particular, we are 
still looking for volunteers to help 
with:
   facilitating the 8-11s age group 
(assisting with the sessions)

   stewarding the event – especially 
Night Stewards

   working in the 19-23s team (to be 
accommodated with the 19-23 
year olds and to offer support to 
them throughout the weekend).

A full list of volunteer 
opportunities and details of 
how to apply are available here 
(link to www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/3generate/volunteering). 
Please encourage people in your 
church, circuit and district to 
volunteer their time to support 
this amazing opportunity.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/volunteering
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/volunteering
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Please pray!
If you’re not able to volunteer for 
3Generate then please do find some 
time in the lead-up and during the 
weekend to pray for the event. Here 
are some points for prayer:
   For the team (both paid staff and 

volunteers) as they prepare for 
the event – that preparations go 
well and the team members find 
time to rest ahead of the event.

   For travel to and from the event 
– that it is safe and runs smoothly, 
especially for the children and 
young people.

   For those attending the event – 
that the children and young 
people settle in and make friends, 
that they feel able to share their 
thoughts on the various issues, 
that they find themselves 
challenged and stretched by the 
activities and discussions and 
that, most importantly, they meet 
God and feel their faith deepen.

   For the team during the event – 
for continued energy, for wisdom 
and that they, too, will meet with 
God.

   For the children’s and youth 
workers who are bringing groups 

to 3Generate – that their 
preparations run smoothly and 
they find opportunities to 
develop deeper relationships 
with the young delegates they 
bring.

   For the Pontins staff – that they 
will enjoy working during 
3Generate and witness God at 
work.

   For those brave young people 
who are standing for election as 
Youth President or for a 3Gen 
Rep role – that, whatever happens, 
they will find the experience 
rewarding and know God’s 
presence with them.

   For a safe, fun, challenging and 
enjoyable weekend for all!

New resource section 
of the website! 
If you’re a children’s or youth 
worker and you are looking 
for ways to keep the spirit of 
3Generate alive outside the 
event and the conversation 
going all year round, then 
check out the ‘Agents of 
Change’ section of the website 
(www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/3generate/agents-of-
change).

You will find the 3Generate 
manifestos and supporting 
resources, as well as the Big 
SleepOver and Big Session to 
download. And throughout the 
year there will be more and 
more resources uploaded online, 
so keep revisiting!

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/agents-of-change
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/agents-of-change
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/agents-of-change
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Ending holiday hunger
Following our feature on MakeLunch before the 
summer, we are delighted to bring you an update from 
the Farnworth and Worsley Circuit who partner with 
MakeLunch and launched their Lunch Kitchen earlier 
this year. Here’s what they got up to this summer:

Up to 1.2 million children across 
the UK are eligible for free 

school meals during the term but 
once the school holidays start, 
families are often left struggling to 
fill the gap left when this provision 
stops. MakeLunch offers support, 
resources and training to churches 
who want to launch a project in 
their community to tackle holiday 
hunger. 

Naomi Sharp, Youth and Children’s 
Work Coordinator in the Farnworth 
and Worsley Circuit, met some 
of the MakeLunch team at the 
Methodist Conference last year. 
Together they looked into the free 
school meal uptake in her area, 
which varied from 30% to 70% in 
different schools across the circuit. 
She said, “I was conscious in my 
role working with young people 
that a lot of our regular provision 
for children and young people 
stops over summer, a time when it 
is perhaps needed most, as children 
and young people have so much 
more free time on their hands. I’d 
heard vaguely of MakeLunch, so 

when I saw them at Conference 
I was really interested in finding 
out more. It was only in talking 
to them that I realised how great 
the need was for food provision 
during the holidays. Our circuit 
has churches in both Salford and 
Bolton, and encompasses areas of 
great deprivation. After talking with 
MakeLunch I felt challenged for 
us to do something to help combat 
holiday hunger. Methodism is 
steeped in a history of social justice, 
and for me the practical outworking 
of God’s love in ways such as this is 
an important part of living out my 
faith.”

After a few months of planning, the 
team was ready to go. The Lunch 
Kitchen opened for one day in the 
May half-term holiday, welcoming 
11 children. The session started 
with games, then the children and 
helpers sat down to share a meal 
together. They finished with an 
activity time, making planes out 
of card and plasticine. After this 
half-term session, the team had a 
chance to reflect and prepare for 

summer, switching the structure 
around to give more time for 
activities. 
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This summer they were open every 
Monday of the holidays, welcoming 
some new children as well as those 
who attended in half term. The 
sessions centred around the meal 
shared by children and volunteers, 
so each week had a different 
activity. These ranged from making 
wooden pencil-case boxes and a 
den building in the garden outside; 
to more artsy activities such as 
decorating animal masks and 
creating pasta posters. There were 
also food-based activities, cake 
decorating and a visit from our 
Tesco Community Champion for a 
fruit session making our own fruit 
water and fruit kebabs. 

“As we finished our first summer 
of Lunch Kitchens and look to the 
future, we have many hopes. We 
would like to grow physically in 
numbers of children attending 
the sessions, reaching even more 
families who need them. But, most 
importantly, we hope to be growing 
together as a place of community, 
friendship and support, where 
everyone can feel that coming to 
the Lunch Kitchen is like being part 
of a great big loving family.”

Alongside the Farnworth and 
Worsley Circuit, six other 
Methodist churches and another 
circuit also run MakeLunch 
across the UK, as well as 85 other 
churches. Together they have 
served over 56,000 meals. 

Heaton Park Methodist is one of 
these churches; they launched their 
project this summer and served 
37 meals in total. They reported, 
“This summer was an incredible 
experience. As a team, we feel 
so blessed to have been able to 
support families in this way. Their 
feedback was incredible and they 
couldn’t express how thankful they 
were … We can’t wait to continue to 
support these families, developing 
relationships and hopefully 
reaching more families in the 
future.”

By working with MakeLunch, 
a church can receive support, 
resources and links to funding to 
help them establish holiday meal 
provision in their community. 
Filling the holiday hunger gap 
is no mean feat, but MakeLunch 
offers a tried and tested model 
designed to provide churches 
with the confidence to give it a go. 

Beginning with a day of training 
and offering ongoing input on how 
the project is run, working with 
MakeLunch means not having to 
start from scratch and being able to 
focus on building relationships and 
running a great project.

To find out how your church 
could start MakeLunch, go to 
www.makelunch.org.uk or contact 
Hannah at hannah@makelunch.
org.uk.

Holiday hunger
At the beginning of September, 
the President of the Methodist 
Conference the Revd Loraine 
Mellor joined other Church 
and charity leaders in signing 
a letter expressing concern 
over the health of some 
children returning to school 
after their holidays due to a 
lack of nutrition. You can read 
the letter, calling for action 
from the Government on the 
issue, here (http://endhungeruk.
org/leading-figures-education-
church-charities-call-action-
holiday-hunger/). The letter 
was originally published in The 
Telegraph.

http://www.makelunch.org.uk
mailto:hannah%40makelunch.org.uk%29?subject=
mailto:hannah%40makelunch.org.uk%29?subject=
http://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-5583H-4QK4SU-2S5BE9-1/c.aspx
http://endhungeruk.org/leading-figures-education-church-charities-call-action-holiday-hunger/
http://endhungeruk.org/leading-figures-education-church-charities-call-action-holiday-hunger/
http://endhungeruk.org/leading-figures-education-church-charities-call-action-holiday-hunger/
http://endhungeruk.org/leading-figures-education-church-charities-call-action-holiday-hunger/
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Welcoming children and young 
people with additional needs 

Mark Arnold is the Additional Needs Ministry Director 
at Urban Saints, a co-founder of the Additional Needs 
Alliance, and a Churches for All and Living Fully Network 
partner, as well as being a member of the Council for 
Disabled Children. He is father to James, who has Autism 
Spectrum Condition and associated Learning Disability. 

He’s written some helpful guidance on how churches can be supportive of 
those with additional needs. What might you want to do in your setting that 
could be of benefit to children, young people and families?

About 20% of children and 
young people in the UK have 

an additional need or disability of 
some kind; if your church includes 
children and young people, some of 
them are likely to need additional 
support. So how does the church 
reach out to and meet the needs of 
these children and their families? 
What can churches do to include 
and create places of belonging for 
everyone?

Here are some toolkit and signpost 
ideas to help you:

‘Inclusion Leader/
Champion’ or ‘Church 
SENCO’

Of all the strategies that a church 
can put in place to support children 
with additional needs or disabilities, 
the most important and impactful 
one is to have someone who ‘owns’ 
this within the church. Where a 
church has an Inclusion Leader/

Champion or SENCO (Special 
Educational Needs Co-Ordinator) it 
can be transforming.

Building support 
strategies with parents

We can often be reactive to the 
arrival of a child with additional 
needs, rather than anticipating that 
they might like to join us. Reacting 
is never as good as preparing; being 
ready with strategies in place for 

that child (worked through with 
parents in advance), so that they 
can be included in any activity that 
the church offers, is always better.

Recruiting one-to-one 
support or ‘buddies’

Many children or young people 
with additional needs can become 
anxious and stressed if they are left 
to cope on their own. 

Having one-to-one support can 
make a big difference, providing the 
child with someone who can help 
them understand what is happening 
and what they are supposed to be 
doing. They can check that the 
child is coping well and know what 
to do to support them if they are 
struggling.
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Sensory support
It is important to provide 

safe ways for children and young 
people with additional needs to be 
able to calm and relax. 

A sensory room/zone, appropriately 
supervised and equipped with 
calming lighting, relaxing sounds, 
comfy seating/floormats, and with 
things for children to engage with 
to help them relax such as a ‘fiddles 
box’ will all be helpful.

Using what they love to 
help them learn

Most of us learn best when our 
learning is fun, and take part 
in activities that we enjoy and 
are good at. It’s no different for 
children and young people with 
additional needs; being creative by 
using crafts, jigsaws, Lego, or even 
Minecraft to help them learn during 
weekly groups will often deliver 
great results.

 

Benefits
It can be easy for us 

to focus on the challenges 
around supporting children with 
additional needs but this would 
ignore the amazing benefits that 

doing this well can have for the 
whole children’s/youth group 
and the church. Getting this right 
can make the church a place of 
belonging for everyone, generating 
a culture of welcome, caring, 
support and inclusiveness that is 
transforming.

 

Further resources and 
support

If you use Facebook, join the 
Additional Needs Alliance: 
www.facebook.com/groups/
additionalneedsalliance.
For more information on the Urban 
Saints additional needs ministry 
programme, visit www.urbansaints.
org/additionalneeds or contact me 
at marnold@urbansaints.org.

http://www.facebook.com/groups/additionalneedsalliance
http://www.facebook.com/groups/additionalneedsalliance
http://www.urbansaints.org/additionalneeds
http://www.urbansaints.org/additionalneeds
mailto:marnold@urbansaints.org
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The resources featured on this page and elsewhere in this magazine are for information only and, unless otherwise stated, have not 
necessarily been endorsed/reviewed by Methodist Children & Youth. Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the items featured 
are suitable for use in Methodist-affiliated groups, we also acknowledge that Methodism encompasses a broad range of theological 
perspectives and approaches and not every resource is appropriate in every context. If you have purchased or used any of these 
resources and would like to submit a review to help other Well readers, please email Lynne (normanl@methodistchurch.org.uk).

     Inter Faith Week: 12-19 November 2017 

Beginning on Remembrance 
Sunday and running to the 
following Sunday, Inter Faith Week 
aims to:
   strengthen good inter-faith 
relations at all levels

   increase awareness of the 
different and distinct faith 
communities in the UK, in 
particular celebrating and 
building on the contribution that 
their members make to their 

neighbourhoods and to wider 
society

   increase understanding between 
people of religious and non-
religious beliefs.

The Inter Faith Week website (www.
interfaithweek.org) has resources 
with lots of ideas for how different 
groups – including young people 
and schools – can get involved. 

     Parenting for faith
Launched recently by BRF, 
working with their Parenting for 
Faith Pioneer Rachel Turner, this 
new online library of resources 
includes videos, articles, tips and 
a free Parenting for Faith course. It 
aims to help not just parents and 

carers, but also extended family 
share their faith, and encourages 
children and teenagers to develop 
their own relationship with God. 
Visit www.parentingforfaith.org to 
discover more. 

mailto:normanl@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.interfaithweek.org
http://www.interfaithweek.org
http://www.parentingforfaith.org
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Rise and shine
Rise and Shine is a weekend event 
to which churches across the 
Connexion send young people aged 
16-23 who are showing leadership 
potential. The 2017 event, held at 
Cliff College, gathered 30 young 
leaders. It was led primarily by a 
team aged under 26.

The weekend offered a programme 
of worship, prayer, activities, 
teaching on leadership and times 
of fellowship and support. It was 
not only the input that came from 
the training sessions that was 
appreciated, but also the chance to 
pray with peers, meet young leaders 
in similar situations and to make 
new friends. 

The feedback from this year’s 
event has highlighted just how 
much people valued Rise and 
Shine. 

Louise Davies, one participant of 
Rise and Shine, tells us about her 
experience:

I discovered more about myself in 
one weekend than in the previous 
eighteen years.

As we shared and learnt from each 
other I began to gain the confidence 
to open up. I realised not only were 
the fears, doubts and frustrations in 
me shared by others, but these were 
shockingly normal.

Rise and Shine 
unlocked a potential in 
me I had buried under 
everything else in my 
life. For the first time 
I discovered the joy of 
being a person of faith. 
I arrived expecting to 
go home unchanged. 
I left, full of renewed 
energy and purpose.

Keep a look out for 
information on the 
2018 event in The Well 
and Well Snapshots.

Community life survey
Published by the Department for 
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, 
this survey offers a valuable insight 
into UK households and lifestyle 
trends. You can find the full report at 
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/631936/Community_
Life_Survey_-_Statistical_
Release_2016-17_FINAL.pdf.

Some interesting highlights include:
   In 2016/2017, around a fifth (22%) of 

adults said they had taken part in 
formal volunteering at least once a 
month. When looking at all 
volunteering (formal and informal), 

nearly two-thirds of adults (63%) 
had engaged at least once a year. 
People are more likely to engage in 
informal volunteering and, as a 
whole, levels of volunteering are 
decreasing. 

   Those aged 16 to 24 are 
significantly more likely to feel 
lonely than other age groups, at 
10% compared to 6% of those aged 
25 to 34, 5% of those aged 35 to 64, 
and 3% of those aged 65 and over.

   Three-quarters (75%) of adults said 
they had given to charity in the four 
weeks prior to completing the 
survey. The average amount given 
was £22. 

   In 2016/2017, 85% of respondents 
felt that they belonged very or 
fairly strongly to Britain, compared 
to 62% who felt they belonged to 
their neighbourhood. Levels of 
community cohesion have 
remained consistent over the past 
four years.

The data about friendship groups 
is also interesting as it gives an 
indication of whether people were 
mainly friends with others of similar 
ethnicity, religion, age group or 
education.

http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/631936/Community_Life_Survey_-_Statistical_Release_2016-17_FINAL.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/631936/Community_Life_Survey_-_Statistical_Release_2016-17_FINAL.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/631936/Community_Life_Survey_-_Statistical_Release_2016-17_FINAL.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/631936/Community_Life_Survey_-_Statistical_Release_2016-17_FINAL.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/631936/Community_Life_Survey_-_Statistical_Release_2016-17_FINAL.pdf
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reviews…

Faithful Families by Traci Smith
Reviewed by James Preston, 
Children & Families Worker in 
Camborne Wesley Methodist 
Church. James’ work includes 
encouraging families to explore 
their faith further at home, using 
a blog called www.arkforfamilies.
wordpress.com.

I recently began the Methodist 
Church Worship Leaders Course 
to equip me in my work as a 
Children and Families Worker. 
Quickly I was encouraged to get 
a hold of the Methodist Worship 
Book. The first section contains 
daily prayers, which can be said 
personally; however, some of these 
prayers might not be appropriate 
for families to use at home, despite 
how wonderful they are.

Faithful Families by Traci Smith is 
a wonderful resource to use with 
your families, encouraging them to 
‘create sacred moments at home’. 
The book is in three sections:

   Traditions for every day such as 
bedtime prayers, mealtime 
prayers and even a ‘Mini-
Sabbath’- one-minute Sabbaths in 
your family’s day, and traditions 
for holidays such as Easter. 

   Ceremonies describes ways 
families can mark life’s 
transitions, like the first day of 
school, as well as for difficult 
times. I was surprised and 

comforted to see ceremonies for 
‘Marking a pregnancy loss’ and 
‘Divorce’. The book encourages 
families to weave prayer into 
areas that people don’t like to 
speak about, bringing them 
straight to God, and equipping 
them in their family lives to walk 
with God through the sunshine 
and the rain. 

The final section is Spiritual 
Practices and includes different 
ways to pray. One suggestion 
encourages teenagers to pray 
using their smartphones, scrolling 
through text recipients and 
social media accounts to pray for 
people they are connected with. 
How refreshing to recognise this 
technological age and invite God 
into it, rather than criticising 
teenagers for spending so much 
time on their phones. Faithful 
Families also seeks to encourage 

families to use ancient spiritual 
practices such as Lectio Divina 
and the Ignatian Examen, all of 
which are described clearly and 
appropriately.

Alongside the resources, Traci 
provides help for grandparents and 
ministers in using the book, as well 
as guidance on how to use the book 
to host a special event for your 
families! 

This book has been of great 
help and inspiration to me in 
my ministry and my everyday 
life. I encourage you to use this 
book to assist families to see the 
importance of recognising God’s 
presence in the busy-ness of family 
life.

To find out more about Faithful 
Families or the author Traci Smith, 
visit www.traci-smith.com. 

If you have recently used or experienced a resource, book or piece of 
training and would like to submit a review of it to The Well, contact 
Lynne Norman (normanl@methodistchurch.org.uk).

http://www.arkforfamilies.wordpress.com
http://www.arkforfamilies.wordpress.com
http://www.traci-smith.com
mailto:normanl@methodistchurch.org.uk
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reviews…

dates for your diary…
Visit www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion for more news of learning events taking place in 
the Methodist Church through the Discipleship, Ministry and Learning Network.

TES SEN Show
6-7 October 2017, Business Design 
Centre, London
An event for everyone in the special educational 
needs community, including 42 CPD certified 
seminars, a free opening keynote address, 150+ 
exhibitors and free-to-attend exhibitor workshops. 
Get your free ticket from www.tessenshow.co.uk/
tessenshow2017/en/page/home. 

Parenting Teenagers: getting 
them (and you) through
Tuesday 10 October 2017, Glasgow
This event (the first in a nine-date tour in October 
and November) from Care for the Family is 
presented by bestselling authors and speakers, Rob 
Parsons and Katharine Hill. The pair shares some 
practical strategies to help you understand this time 
of change and support your teen as they begin to 
explore who they are while facing all the pressures 
of life as a teenager today. For more information 
visit www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/parenting-
events/parenting-teenagers (including further dates 
and venues).

All Together Now: bringing 
generations together
Tuesday 10 October, online (live streamed)
A free one-day live-streamed conference, organised 
by The Methodist Church and BRF, exploring the 
theory and practice of Intergenerational Church. 
See the front page or visit www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/families/events/all-together-now. 

Christian Resources Exhibition
17-19 October 2017, Sandown Park, 
Surrey
Europe’s leading annual exhibition of church 
resources. Advance tickets cost just £4 (saving you 
50% on the ‘on-the-door’ entry price). Visit the CRE 
website (http://creonline.co.uk/) to find out more. 

The P Word Conference
Friday 20 October 2017, Belfast
This is the second of three chances to attend this 
event, exploring ‘a practical Christian response’ 
to the issue of pornography. In June 2016 the P 
Word Conference gathered over 350 church leaders 
seeking to talk about and tackle this issue in their 
congregations and communities. Find out more and 
book your place at http://pwordconference.com.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion
http://www.tessenshow.co.uk/tessenshow2017/en/page/home
http://www.tessenshow.co.uk/tessenshow2017/en/page/home
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/parenting-events/parenting-teenagers
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/parenting-events/parenting-teenagers
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/families/events/all-together-now
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/families/events/all-together-now
http://creonline.co.uk/
http://pwordconference.com
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dates for your diary…
Equipping Children and Young People 
to Navigate the World of Today
Saturday 21 October 2017, Preston
A training event from the North West Christian 
Children and Youth Work Training Hub (formerly 
HotPot) designed for Sunday School Teachers, 
School Chaplains, Youth Workers, and anyone 
interested in working with children and young 
people in a Christian setting. The main speaker 
is Rachel Gardner, founder of Romance Academy. 
Book at www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/equipping-children-
and-young-people-to-navigate-the-world-of-today-
tickets-35687303686. 

European Puppet and Creative 
Arts Festival
27-28 October 2017, Rugby College, 
Warwickshire
For everyone, adults and children, who wants to 
learn how to share the gospel using their creative 
skills. With loads of 80 exciting workshops, two 
and a half hours of main stage performances, six 
competitions, an enormous range of creative arts 
resources on display and so much more - all from 
just £35 per person. For more information call 
01472 241068 or visit www.onewayuk.com/event.
php?id=33736.

Cliff College in London
6-9 November 2017, Methodist Central 
Hall, Westminster
The college’s first-ever Autumn School – a brand 
new course delivered in the heart of the city. Book 
quickly as places are limited! The heart of this non-
residential course is ‘Introduction to Theology’, 
which starts by asking ‘What is Theology?’, 
before offering an overview of major theological 

themes, including the Attributes of God, the 
Trinity, the theology of Creation, Christology and 
Pneumatology, amongst others. It is an excellent 
study course which received rave reviews in 
the 2016 and 2017 summer school. Visit www.
cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses/autumn-
school/ for more information.

National Youth Ministry 
Weekend
10-12 November 2017, Birmingham
Run by Youthscape, a weekend for everyone 
involved in church youth work. Find out more at 
www.youthscape.co.uk/nymw. 

How to... share your cloak
Saturday 11 November 2017, Heslington 
Church, York
An opportunity to celebrate and explore diverse 
models of chaplaincy through worship, stories 
and workshops. Book by Monday 30 October 2017 
by emailing admin@yorkshirenemethodist.org or 
phoning 07809 431871. Lunch will be provided. For 
more details contact Siggy (email: parratt-halberts@
methodistchurch.org.uk, tel: 07799 902575) or Carla 
(email: quenetc@methodistchurch.org.uk or  
07772 979670).

A Pilgrimage to India: Christian 
witness as a minority religion
17-30 November 2017
Led by the Revd Dr Inderjit Bhogal, this study tour 
will seek to reflect on life as a minority Christian 
community and how that might impact our life and 
witness in Britain. For more details, email  
Inderjit Bhogal (bhogali@methodistchurch.org.uk). 

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/equipping-children-and-young-people-to-navigate-the-world-of-today-tickets-35687303686
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/equipping-children-and-young-people-to-navigate-the-world-of-today-tickets-35687303686
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/equipping-children-and-young-people-to-navigate-the-world-of-today-tickets-35687303686
http://www.onewayuk.com/event.php?id=33736
http://www.onewayuk.com/event.php?id=33736
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses/autumn-school/
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses/autumn-school/
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses/autumn-school/
http://www.youthscape.co.uk/nymw
mailto:admin@yorkshirenemethodist.org
mailto:parratt-halberts@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:parratt-halberts@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:quenetc@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:bhogali@methodistchurch.org.uk
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If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-
Children-Youth/126895266084
Twitter: @childrenyouth

Contact us
We always love to 

hear from you!

dates for your diary…
3Generate
24-26 November 2017, Pontins, Southport
The annual children’s and youth assembly of the 
Methodist Church. Tickets are still available for the 
19-23s stream (visit www.3generate.org.uk for more 
details) or you can follow some of the discussions 
taking place via our own YouTube channel,  
www.youtube.com/3GenerateTV. To volunteer 
for 3Generate, visit www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/3generate/volunteering. 

The P Word Conference
Saturday 27 January 2018, Cardiff
The last of three chances to attend this 
conference. (See 20 October event for details 
or visit http://pwordconference.com.) 

How to… mind your language
Saturday 24 February 2018, Oxford Place 
Methodist Church, Leeds
Leaving church jargon behind; how do we 
effectively communicate our stories of faith in 
different contexts? Book by Monday 12 February 
2018 by emailing admin@yorkshirenemethodist.
org or phoning 07809 431871. Lunch will be 
provided. For more details contact Siggy (email: 
parratt-halberts@methodistchurch.org.uk, tel: 07799 
902575) or Carla (email: quenetc@methodistchurch.
org.uk or 07772 979670).

Evangelism Study Tour,  
Killarney, Ireland
May 2018
It is hoped to take a small group to Killarney, Ireland 
to look at evangelism and church planting, based on 
a number of newly established Methodist churches in 
that area. Contact David Harmer (email: harmerd@
methodistchurch.org.uk) for further details.

How to… bring the outdoor  
into worship
Sunday 24 June 2018, Woodlands 
Methodist Church, Wetherby Road, 
Harrogate
Join in an all-age nature-based worship. 
Take away some practical ideas for your own 
worshipping community. Bring your own picnic 
tea and rug. For more details contact Siggy 
(email: parratt-halberts@methodistchurch.org.
uk, tel: 07799 902575) or Carla (email: quenetc@
methodistchurch.org.uk or 07772 979670).

http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.youtube.com/3GenerateTV
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/volunteering
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/volunteering
http://pwordconference.com
mailto:admin@yorkshirenemethodist.org
mailto:admin@yorkshirenemethodist.org
mailto:parratt-halberts@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:quenetc@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:quenetc@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:parratt-halberts@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:parratt-halberts@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:quenetc@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:quenetc@methodistchurch.org.uk

