
  

 

CREATING SAFER SPACE 

Leadership Module 

CLOSING REFLECTIONS 

The Tapestry prayer  

God of all hope 

We give you thanks 

For all things woven and for those things still to be: 

Out of pain, you weave joy; 

Out of our squares, you weave a tapestry; 

Out of separateness, you weave a whole; 

The tapestry is woven together from many lives as a 

symbol of hurt and hope 

May everyone find a new pattern  

in your mercy and love 

May we share a new vision of what could be 

May we open our eyes to resurrection 

To love greater than fear 

To hope beyond death 

And to the new life which binds us together in 

Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

 

God of hope 

God of hope, 

when every minute seems like an hour, 

when days are empty and bleak, 

when nights are lonely and long, 

when the ache inside does not fade, 

help me to find peace and comfort 

in the encircling of your arms. 

Amen. 

 

The candle is extinguished 

 

A blessing on the journey 

May the road rise to meet you, 

may the wind always be at your back, 

may the sun shine warm upon your face, 

the rain fall soft upon your fields; 

and, until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of his hand. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The tapestry prayer is based on a tapestry woven by the 

survivors of abuse, CSSA 

God of hope and A blessing on the journey are taken from Vows 

and Partings ... 

  

 

CREATING SAFER SPACE 

Leadership Module 

OPENING REFLECTIONS 

A candle is lit 

 

Leader Come to God ... for God is Light 

All No darkness shall overcome us 

Leader Come to God ... for God is Truth 

All No falsehood shall deceive us 

Leader Come to God ... for God is Love 

All No hate shall destroy us 

Leader Come as you are ... and God will make you 

 as you will be 

All We shall be renewed 

Leader Come to God ... for God is the door 

All Through God, if we enter in, we shall be 

 saved 

Leader Come unto God 

All And we shall find peace and justice and 

 rest. Amen. 

 

Psalm 103 

As we pass a cross from one to another, you are 
invited to read a verse with the cross in our hand or 
pass the cross on. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name.  

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his 
benefits—  

who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your 
diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns 
you with steadfast love and mercy,  

who satisfies you with good as long as you live so 
that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  

The Lord works vindication and justice for all who 
are oppressed.  

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so 
great is God’s steadfast love;  

Praise the Lord, you his angels, you obey his word.  

Praise the Lord, all his heavenly hosts, you his 
servants that do his will.  

Praise the Lord, all his works, everywhere.  

Bless the Lord, O my soul.  

 

 



A reflection on our leadership role 
Everyone here today is called to be a ‘safeguarding 

leader’ within our Church. What does this mean for 

us in our leadership role as well as for us in our 

individual practice? The following quotes explore 

these ideas. The first from David Gamble’s 

Presidential address (2009) and the second from 

Time For Action (2002), which explores the church 

response to those who have suffered sexual abuse.  

Creating safer space: safeguarding; sanctuary; safer 

to be different; safer to explore; safer all round. 

Creating safer space. Not just the name of a report 

or the theme for a Presidential address. But it’s a 

task, a role and a challenge for the Church and for 

each person here today, every single one of us. 

Creating safer space. 

Fundamentally, sexual harassment and abuse is a 

serious misuse of power and authority, committed 

by the dominant partner in an unequal relationship. 

Power is a fact of life. It is present in every 

relationship and situation. Clergy and others with 

leadership roles have been granted power as a 

resource and responsibility to support, lead and 

serve other people. The institution of the church, 

and individual members, have a right to expect that 

such authority will be trustworthy and used in the 

best interests of those who are served. Ministry 

carries with it spiritual authority, and privileged, if 

not unique, access to people's homes. Clergy are 

expected to demonstrate high standards of moral 

and sexual integrity: those to whom they minister 

hope and expect, not that those whose vocation 

comes from God will be 'perfect' or beyond the 

reach of ordinary human complexity in relationship 

but that they should at least embody a mature and 

careful Christian understanding of the responsibility 

to respect and honour all members of their 

community.  

Take five minutes to reflect on the themes of these 

paragraphs for your own leadership role.  

 

A commitment 

Every person has a value and dignity which comes 
directly from the creation of male and female in 
God’s own image and likeness. We see this 
potential as fulfilled by God’s re-creation of us in 
Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to 
value all people as bearing the image of God and 
therefore to protect them from harm. 

 

Candles are lit for individuals known to us 
 

I don’t want to know 

I don’t want to know about sacrifice 

sin, and death. 

Price paid on a cross. 

Demands on me. 

No. 

 

Jesus suffering with me, 

walking beside me. 

God knowing, understanding, hearing, 

accepting. 

Maybe. 

 

Silence 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Introduction (adapted), a reflection on our leadership role 

and I don’t want to know taken from CTBIs Time for Action 

report (2002) 

Psalm 103 is an adapted version based on text from New Revised 

Standard Version of the Bible 

A commitment taken from the Safeguarding Policy for the 

Methodist Church (2010) 


