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Extract N° 1
The voice of a woman who was sexually abused 
by a vicar as an adult reported in The Stones 
Cry Out (MACSAS, 2011)
“When I [left the church] I lost my vocation, my 
home, my job, my friends and worst of all, my 
respect for and trust in the one thing that framed 
my life – the church…

Now I do not attend worship anywhere at all. the 
pain and sense of loss I feel every single day 
does not diminish. It was not what [my abuser] 
did to me that hurts so much – it is what the 
church […] did to me afterwards and how the 
situation was dealt with.”

Extract N° 2
From Responding Well to those who have been 
sexually abused: policy and guidance for the 
Church of England ( 2011)
recovery after sexual abuse and obtaining 
closure involves a process over time. the revd. 
Dr Marie M. Fortune, founder and senior analyst 
of the Faith trust Institute has identified seven 
essential elements to the process:

 the opportunity to tell the story (to name 
the sin and share their experience)

 for someone to ‘hear’ the story (that is, to 
believe and acknowledge the harm done and 
the fact that the victim is not to blame)

 receiving a compassionate response to the 
victim (that is, to ‘suffer with’, to walk with 
the person rather than try to ‘problem solve’ 
immediately)

 an effort to protect the vulnerable from 
further harm (both the victim and any others 
who might be at risk)

 the community holding the perpetrator to 
account

 an act of restitution in as far as this is 
possible (though this does not necessarily 
include institutional or financial liability)

 unambiguous vindication.

It is important to be clear about what a victim 
of abuse expects at any time when he or 
she shares his or her experience. While it is 
understandable that those in authority might be 
anxious regarding any suggestion of institutional 
culpability, this should never eclipse our higher 
duty to provide pastoral care.

Extract N° 3
Survivors and Worship: What research tells us 
survivors appreciate from the church
From Responding Well to those who have been 
sexually abused: policy and guidance for the 
Church of England ( 2011)
there are specific aspects of worship about 
which survivors of sexual abuse have raised 
awareness, and to which leaders should give 
careful thought. they may also be relevant for 
survivors of other types of abuse. 

a number of aspects within the regular pattern of 
worship might present problems to survivors of 
abuse. church leaders, not aware of these, might 
be surprised by a negative reaction to something 
that appears to them perfectly normal.

 the language used in worship. the same 
words can trigger bad memories for some 
and be positive for others. Providing details of 
service content in advance, either within notice 
sheets or orders of service, can be helpful 
preparation for those who might otherwise 
struggle with something within the worship.

 Often as a child, attributes of the abuser can 
become associated with the image of God.

 Scripture is interpreted in the light of 
experience and certain words, actions and/
or smells will set off memories for different 
individuals.

 Some people can find sharing/passing the 
peace a threatening experience, particularly 
if hugging is involved. People should be able 
to stay quietly seated if this is their preferred 
option.

Five extracts from survivors of abuse
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 Special services such as Mothering Sunday or 
Father’s Day can be difficult for some people.

 an authoritarian or dogmatic attitude in leading 
worship or preaching might prove frightening.

 While most visitors appreciate a warm 
welcome, some who have been abused 
find certain physical aspects of welcome 
uncomfortable. Some people are delighted 
to receive an invitation to sit beside other 
members of the congregation, while others 
prefer a more solitary place.

Extract N° 4
Giesbrecht and Sevcik’s (2000) study the 
process of recovery and rebuilding among 
abused women in the conservative evangelical 
subculture. Journal of Family Violence, 15 
(3):229-248 
this study considered women of all ages who 
had been domestically abused. In this context, 
they concluded, the church functioned as 
an extended family system that could either 
provide much-needed social support, spiritual 
encouragement, and practical assistance or 
alternatively minimise, justify, deny, and enable 
abuse.

the latter can be particularly dangerous when 
faith concepts are twisted to justify the abuse, 
for example “[love] … endures all things.” (1 
corinthians 13:7 NrSV)

Extract N° 5
Meditation by anne Lawrence: chair of MacSaS 
(minister and clergy sexual abuse survivors) in 
relation to the abuse of adults by ministers or 
clergy, with thanks to anne for her permission to 
share this.

Justice – November 2010
What is justice? How will we know when we have 
justice in our churches?

From the Psalms we know this: that justice is of 
God; it is a dimension of the kingdom of God. 
Justice flourishes in the presence of God, and 
where there is justice there is also truth and 
peace. Justice restores all to right relationship 
– with ourselves, with each other and with God. 

Justice brings down the oppressor and raises 
up the oppressed. Justice is timely and is not 
delayed, and justice lasts for ever.

So then how will we know when we have justice 
in our Churches: 
 When we can speak of what happened to 

us and instead of being rejected, blamed 
and vilified, we are listened to and the harm 
caused to us is acknowledged. 

 When the language used within our churches 
truly reflects what happened to us, speaking 
not of ‘consensual sex’ and ‘affairs’ but of the 
exploitation of our vulnerabilities, the violation 
of our bodies and the betrayal of our trust.

 When instead of being embarrassed about the 
details of the abuse suffered, the churches 
focus on the deliberate harm caused by those 
placed in positions of power and authority 
over us.

 When the policies and actions of our churches 
demonstrate that they understand that the 
sexual abuse and exploitation of women/
adults by pastors and clergy is endemic. 

 When churches realise that the myths 
and stories of lonely, frustrated women 
leading ministers astray are in fact our 
collective memory of the sexual violation and 
exploitation of women that has been allowed 
to continue for far too long. 

 When those tasked with implementing 
safeguarding policies and complaints 
procedures demonstrate the courage and 
integrity required to make them effective in 
protecting all from harm.

 When pastors and clergy responsible for 
abusing and exploiting adults are brought to 
justice, held accountable, and removed from 
positions of ministry so that they cannot 
continue to abuse others.

 When all who have been abused, isolated 
and rejected are welcomed into our churches, 
when our pain is acknowledged, our suffering 
eased and we are restored to right relationship 
with ourselves, within our communities and 
with God.

Then we will know that we have justice.


