
Fifty Ideas for Mission

Exploring Evangelism

Some of these ideas have been taken from the Baptist Union’s Crossing Places: Mission Files. These 
are marked with an asterisk and are used with permission.

Do you need an idea for mission?

Do you just want an idea that will take you out of your 
comfort zone a bit? Or something to keep you (or 
someone else) busy for a few hours?

Do you want a few ideas about how to build and 
maintain healthy relationships outside of your natural 
church groups?

Do you want to engage your creativity and take a 
calculated risk?

This list is not exhaustive – and if you have an idea for 
the next 50 (or the 50 after that), let us know! We’d love 
to hear your ideas and experiences too (esdadmin@
methodistchurch.org.uk).

These ideas are provided with two intentions in mind:
 to build relationships with people for the 

long-term. These are not short-term ‘hits’ 
with little or no follow up. They are ways of 
engaging with people wherever they are, and 
sharing life together.

 to help you engage with your local community 
and through ‘reflective practice’ to help you 
to notice what God might be doing. A few 
questions are provided to help you think 
through your experiences. 

Before
 Pray
 Plan
 Be open to the unexpected
 Ask some friends to join you too!

During
 Pray
 Laugh
 Be prepared to adapt to circumstances and 

situations
 Be open to the Holy Spirit, being attentive to 

where God may be at work in people, places 
and situations.

After
 Pray
 What went well?
 How do you feel? Why?
 Where did you notice God at work? How did 

that surprise you?
 What would you change for the next time?

50 ideas …

1. Bake something tasty, and give some to your 
neighbours

2. * Organise a ‘Holiday at Home’ for older people  
http://outlook-trust.org.uk/index.html 

3. Host an acoustic night for budding performers 
http://sundaynightlive.org.uk/ 

4. Run a football tournament for different age groups 

5. Join or set up a ‘knit and natter’ group – sharing 
craft and needlework over a cup of tea 

6. Send a card to someone with whom you have lost 
touch

7. * Run a parenting course www.careforthefamily.
org.uk/ 

8. * Take part in a local pub quiz

9. Take a class at your local college of further 
education

10. * Start a community choir 

11. Organise a Big Lunch event for the community 
http://www.thebiglunch.com/ 

12. Get a group of people together and work an 
allotment

13. Start a Bible study in a local coffee shop http://
www.cafechurch.net/ 



14. * Join your local resident’s group and/or 
neighbourhood watch scheme

15. Become a governor in a local school

16. * Offer to take school assemblies http://www.
reteam.co.uk/ 

17. * Start/get involved with a local messy church 
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/ 

18. * Run a ‘dads and lads’ afternoon – with 
electronics, robotics, mud, junk modeling or similar

19. * Start a breakfast club for children who leave for 
school without having eaten breakfast

20. Tidy a local communal space

21. Host a songs of praise event for local residential 
care homes

22. * Put on a flower festival, engaging local groups

23. Organise and publicise carols by candlelight

24. Sing alternative carols http://www.stgeorgesleeds.
org.uk/Articles/290756/Home/Info/News/
Contemporary_Carols_video.aspx 

25. Set up or join a group dedicated to prayer or 
healing on the streets http://healingonthestreets.
com/ 

26. Pitch a ‘free prayer tent’ offering prayer to people 
as they pass by 

27. Twin a toilet http://www.toilettwinning.org/ 

28. Curate an art exhibition 

29. Organise The Big Question – a Question Time-
style event for the whole community http://
thebigconversation.info/ 

30. * Hold a themed party and invite people to attend

31. Organise and host a safari meal, where a different 
course is served at a different house. Invite your 
neighbours and friends along! http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Progressive_dinner 

32. Stream major sporting events on a big screen 
in your church or hall – it’s a family friendly 
environment and alcohol free. Just make sure 
you’ve paid your licence fee!

33. Leave anonymous gifts on people’s doorsteps

34. Pay it forward http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pay_it_
forward

35. Host a series of debates on ‘hot’ topics, and invite 
specialists to participate

36. Be an anonymous chocolatier

37. Write a column in the local newspaper

38. Start a food bank http://www.trusselltrust.org/
foodbank-projects

39. Take up generosity (it’s not just for Lent) 

40. Adopt a supermarket http://www.citizensuk.org/
campaigns/living-wage-campaign/ 

41. Volunteer on a National Trust scheme http://www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer/ 

42. Read stories in school or at a local library

43. Join a book club http://www.mrbookclub.blogspot.
com/ 

44. Run a local festival in partnership with local 
businesses and companies http://www.
pentecostfestival.co.uk/ 

45. Hold a swap shop-event for your local community

46. Buy a drink for someone you don’t know very well, 
and ask them about their life and their dreams

47. * Join street pastors/street angels http://www.
streetpastors.co.uk/ or http://cninet.weebly.com/ 

48. Offer hand massages to people for free on Maundy 
Thursday

49. Join a photography club

50. * Wealth justice – set up a credit union http://
www.capuk.org/home/index.php 

Over to you

What ideas do you have? Let us know at esdadmin@
methodistchurch.org.uk and we’ll start to collate the 
next 50.
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