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The events of the last two weeks have meant that this newsletter is very different from the one that 

we envisaged when we started to write it just after Easter.  The xenophobia which has touched the 

lives of many people we know and love in Germiston has not put us at any greater risk, which is 

ironic when you consider that we are much more “foreign” than those from Zimbabwe, Mozambique, 

Malawi and Nigeria who have borne the brunt of the recent xenophobia. 

  It was about 10 days ago that Jane and I were asked to 

put together a team of people to help serve food to 800 

people displaced from a local informal settlement.  It was 

unbelievably horrible to see a pavement full of people 

carrying all their meagre possessions as they felt too afraid 

to remain where they were living.  They were then taken by 

bus and truck to a tent camp in nearby Primrose (right).  

We visited people in this camp and another smaller one in 

Elsburg last week to chat with people and lead worship in Shona. 

  It was very moving and humbling to be alongside Zimbabwean church members themselves 

experiencing xenophobia as we ministered to the displaced people.  Our members have thankfully 

not suffered physical violence, but they have felt afraid to go out, have been on medication for 

stress, and had trouble sleeping.  Yesterday we held a day of prayer at church in which many 

people received prayer.  We also held an act of remembrance 

(left) in which we remembered the seven people killed in the 

recent xenophobic violence; it is telling that we couldn’t even find 

the names of those killed to remember them by name… 

  Whilst thankfully, the violence has subsided the legacy lives on.  

Many of those displaced have gone back to where they were 

living and are surrounded by the people who made them fearful.  

Others have returned to their home countries. 



Prayer requests 

We really do appreciate you holding us in your prayers, and we would value your prayers in the 
following areas: 

 We would continue to settle and find ways of truly relaxing; 

 Steve as he defines his role within the church and continues to understand and make links 
between the different cultures, especially in light of the recent xenophobia; 

 Continued safety as we both travel around Johannesburg and God’s protection; 

 Our trip back to the UK (end of May) and time with family, especially Jane’s mum Anne as she 
continues with treatment. 

Induction 

On 15 March, we were 

formally inducted into our 

roles, in Germiston and 

beyond.  We wondered why 

it was three months before 

our induction: were people waiting to see if we 

would survive that long?!  

  The service was really uplifting and we felt 

truly welcomed.  Steve was robed into the 

Young Men’s Guild and the Wesley Guild, two 

prominent organisations within the life of the 

church, but which very few white people are 

invited to join.  It was a real sign of the way in 

which people in Germiston have embraced us. 

  Steve was blessed a week later to hear 

someone say at a leaders’ meeting after 

asking a question: ‘No minister has ever asked 

us what we want before.’  It was very 

encouraging and moving... 

Our first Easter in Germiston 

It will probably come as no surprise that this 

Easter has been very different for us! 

  Good Friday was marked with a three-hour 

service commemorating the seven words of Jesus 

from the cross.  This service involved English, 

Shona and Xhosa preachers.  It was a wonderfully 

vibrant act of worship, hopefully captured in the 

photo below. 

 

  

After this service we travelled 400 Km to 

Bloemfontein to join with Zimbabweans from 

across South Africa for their first ever conference.  

It was a real privilege to be part of this occasion.  

Steve spoke about reconciliation and also led a 

song in Shona, to much amusement!  It was 

symbolic that we were the only ministers to travel 

with their people to this conference, and it was 

appreciated by our members from Germiston.  The 

weekend reached a climax as we returned to 

Germiston on Saturday afternoon to celebrate 

Easter Day with two services.  It was a truly 

memorable weekend! 

Keeping in touch 

We hope these newsletters help you to feel part 

of what we are experiencing in South Africa, but 

we realise that we can only share a small amount 

in this space.  We do regularly post messages 

and photos on Facebook so feel free to become 

friends with us to receive more regular updates.  

Please be aware that post is currently taking 

about 2-3 months to reach us.. 

Gender justice and encouraging women in leadership continues to be a key focus for Jane 
and the role is developing into something very Jane-shaped, allowing her gifts to be used and 
affording her lots of opportunities for networking!  Following conversations with people inside and 
outside of the Methodist Church Jane is currently exploring a proposal for the church as it takes 
seriously its commitment in encouraging women and tackling issues of gender justice.  During this 
year she will have the opportunity to visit other parts of Africa to gain a greater exposure of the 
needs women face and, alongside Steve, they will visit Durban, Cape Town and Zimbabwe.    
Jane is very thankful to God for his clear invitation to her at this time. 


