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Happy New Year!  Welcome to our first newsletter of 2015 - 

and our first one from South Africa.  

It is hard to believe that we have now been in Germiston for two months.  It has 

been a time of great contrasts with highs and lows, confusion and clarity.  The 

writer of Ecclesiastes (chapter 3) describes a variety of times and seasons which 

we experience in life.  We use this as a means of reflecting upon our first two 

months in South Africa. 

A time to work… 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministry began at Germiston Central on 

Christmas Day and has been a whirlwind ever 

since!  At times Steve has struggled to 

understand the complexity of the church with 

its three congregations of different cultures, 

but it is getting easier. 

Jane is growing into her role as gender justice 

coordinator for the Methodist Church of 

Southern Africa, as well as exploring other 

areas of ministry with the Bishop. 

A time to relax… 

We enjoyed a fantastic weekend 

away in Pilanesberg National Park, 

seeing some amazing animals and 

birds, including a close encounter 

with an elephant which left Jane a 

nervous wreck!   



A time to build… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have spent a lot of time during the last 

few weeks having work done on the 

manse.  Thankfully, all the essential work 

is now done.  We have discovered new 

skills in DIY, such as these bookcases and 

CD/DVD cases which we made - with 

some expert help!  We have now become 

adept at pool maintenance, which is an 

interesting new experience compared to 

manse life in the UK! 

A time to unpack… 

It was the beginning of August when 

we packed our remaining belongings in 

readiness for coming to South Africa.  

After a long six months, our things 

have arrived in Germiston!  We are 

looking forward to a weekend of 

unpacking and discovering what we 

packed all those months ago.  

Hopefully we won’t spend too much 

time wondering why we packed some 

things! 

Thank you! 

We would like to thank everyone for their amazing support during these last two 

months.  The emails, telephone calls, Christmas cards (which we are still receiving!) 

and gifts all mean so much to us. 

Prayer points 

Your prayers for the following would be very welcome: 

 The manse would increasingly feel like our home and friendships develop; 

 Safety in all our travelling and God’s protection; 

 Steve would continue to develop good relationships with people in the church and 

wider city, and develop a clearer understanding where to devote his time and energy. 

 Jane would know clarity and wisdom in working out her priorities; 

 For both families and especially Anne.  

A time for family… 

On the day we left the UK Jane’s mum (Anne) was diagnosed with a brain tumour.  

Surgery and tests followed and Anne is currently undergoing chemotherapy for lung 

cancer.  The advice we have been given is to visit within the next few months so we 

will be making a trip back to the UK much earlier than expected. 


