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Dear friends, 

  Greetings from a very hot South Africa.  Due to the effects 

of El Niño, the summer rains expected here and throughout 

southern Africa are only now being seen, causing a 

widespread drought.  Last week a thunderstorm struck very 

close to our home.  We experienced tripping of the electrics, 

water coming through the bathroom and dog food bouncing 

out of the dog bowl… we were more scared than Mudiwa! 

  We have returned to Germiston after our third trip back to the UK in our first 12 

months.  This is a journey we never imagined when we left the UK and we now find 

ourselves facing a new beginning, as well as a re-settling, saying goodbye to family 

again, and a farewell to Jane’s mum following her death.  Some would call this place a 

threshold moment or liminal space.  It is the space when you are between your old 

comfort zone and possible new answers.  Others would also describe it as a creative 

moment and our ministries have certainly seen some creativity since our return. 

  Steve creatively led the whole worshipping community in a joint covenant service with 

the Methodist covenant prayer being spoken in three languages.  This is the first time 

this has happened and it was a significant moment for the church. 

Jane is involved in leading creative conversations for the 

circuit as we seek ways of working together more 

effectively between societies.  It is bringing back 

memories from her Yorkshire Baptist Association days of 

encouraging churches to work together in sharing 

resources and people! 

Food continues to be an important part of our ministry.  Jane hosted a meal with the 

executive of the Ruwadzano, the women’s organisation of the Methodist Church in 

Zimbabwe.     



The courage to grow 

Steve continues to grow in his understanding of the many cultures and languages 

which we encounter day by day.  This has been costly in that it has demanded me to 

be courageous and reach out to other people on their own terms.  Whilst costly in 

terms of energy and commitment, the effort to reach out is being very well received.  

Two recent events give a flavour of ministry here. 

Prayer requests 

Prayers are always appreciated and we recognise that March will be a very busy 

month as we prepare for Easter.  We would particularly welcome your prayers for the 

following: 

 The Magnify event which Jane will be leading for women on the 12th; 

 Preparation for services during Holy Week and Easter; 

 Steve as he travels to Cape Town with our Evangelist Makae to attend the Easter 

conference for Zimbabweans living in South Africa. 

Thank you! 

We continue to be grateful for all your support and want to say thank you especially to 

everyone who sent messages of supporting following the loss of Jane’s mum.  

Beyond the Book 

One of our new creative ventures is Beyond the Book.  The attached flyer outlines this 

really exciting project in detail and offers ways for you to become involved and 

support the development of people in Germiston. 

This photograph was taken at the Young Men’s 

Guild convention, which took place at Sharpeville 

(a name which may be familiar from the 

massacre which took place in 1960).  This 

convention was special since it was Steve’s first 

one since being received as a member of the 

organisation last March.  It was wonderful to be 

part of this occasion.  Steve was easy to spot! 

Last Sunday was a special occasion in church since we welcomed Zimbabwean 

fellowships from Benoni, Pretoria and Randburg to Germiston.  It seemed a fitting 

occasion for Steve to push himself.  With the help of our circuit steward, Astonishment 

Mapurisa, he was able to preach the whole sermon in Shona!  This may be the first 

time since arriving in Africa in which everyone but Jane understood what I was saying!  

I also hope to start preaching in Xhosa soon, but it relies on having someone able to 

translate my English text.  We shall see what happens... 


