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Methodology 
 Methodology: ComRes interviewed 2,061 GB adults online between the 12th and 14th 
December 2014. Data were weighted to be representative of all GB adults aged 18+. 

 Full data tables can be obtained from the ComRes website at: http://www.comres.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2015/02/National_Churches_Trust___Data_Tables.pdf 

 The opinion poll was commissioned by Matthew Seward, Deputy Chief Executive, and Eddie 
Tulasiewicz, Communications Manager, of the National Churches Trust.  

 The fieldwork was managed by Emma Bailey at ComRes who works with charity and third sector 
clients, and is a quantitative research specialist. Emma has managed hundreds of research 
projects for clients including Oxfam, UNICEF and Christian Aid. Emma joined ComRes from 
Theos, the Religion and Society think-tank, where she was a Research Associate. 
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Headline Findings – Visiting churches 
More than two in five (45%) British adults have visited a church or chapel over the past year. 

Religious services were the primary reason given by British adults for visiting a church or chapel in the last year 
(28%), followed by visits made as tourists or visitors (19%) and visits made to take part in non-religious community 
activities (13%) including playgroups, cultural and social events and meetings. 

Church buildings and chapels play a role in the lives of those of all religions, and none. Three in five (60%) 
Christians, two in five (40%) British adults from non-Christian religions and more than a quarter (27%) of those 
who do not consider themselves a member of any religion said that they have visited a church or chapel building 
for one of the religious or non-religious reasons tested over the past year. 

Lowest numbers of visits took place in Scotland (38%) and in the North East (35%) with the highest numbers in 
London (51%) and Wales (48%). Older people visited more, 65+ - 60%, compared to younger people, 18 – 24 - 34%. 
Higher social grades visited churches or chapels more often than lower social grades and women more than men. 

This compares to a national opinion survey in October 2011 by Opinion Research Business carried out for the 
Church of England which confirmed that,  “since the turn of the millennium, 85%  visit a local church or chapel 
every year  for  a  wide  range  of  activities  alongside  attendance  at  church worship.” It is not clear why there is 
a difference between the two figures but these may be due to different samples sizes, questions asked or other 
methodological differences. 



Headline findings – church heritage  
Four in five (79%) British people think that churches and chapels are an important part of the 
UK's heritage and history. 

This view is held among British adults of all religions and none with more than three in five British 
adults of non-Christian religions (72%) and of no religion (71%) agreeing that churches and 
chapels are an important part of the UK's heritage and history.  Specific figures for adults of non-
Christian religions included Muslims (59%), Hindus (66%), Jews (82%) and Buddhists (89%).  

Support for this statement came in particular from older age groups, with 93% of people aged 
over 65 agreeing with the statement compared to just 56% of people aged 18 – 24. 

Looking across the country, support was lowest in Wales (69%) and the West Midlands (74%) and 
highest in the East Midlands (87%) and the Northwest (81%), but in general regional variations 
are small. 

 

 



Headline findings – churches and society 
Three quarters of British people (74%) say that church buildings play an important role for 
society. 

Three quarters of British people (74%) say that church buildings play an important role for society 
by providing a space for community activities, such as playgroups, cultural and social events and 
meetings. This view is held among British adults of all religions and none with more than three in 
five British adults of non-Christian religions (67%) and of no religion (64%) agreeing that church 
buildings play an important role for society by providing a space for community activities. 

Support for this statement came in particular from older age groups, with 88% of people aged 
over 65 agreeing with the statement compared to just 55% of people aged 18 – 24. 

Looking across the country, support was lowest in Wales (67%) and the South West (70%) and 
highest in the East Midlands (78%) and in Scotland, London and Eastern England  (76%). 



Headline findings – repairs benefit all 
The poll shows that the British public see a clear need for the repair and restoration of historic 
church buildings.  

Keeping churches in good repair is seen by the British public as of benefit to wider society, with 
three in five (59%) British adults disagreeing with the idea that 'repairing and restoring historic 
church buildings only benefits churchgoers'.  

More than half (55%) of British adults of no religion disagree with the statement that 'repairing 
and restoring historic church buildings only benefits church goers.‘ 

The ComRes poll also shows that three quarters (75%) of British adults agree that it is important 
that churches and chapels have good access and modern facilities such as toilets to make it easier 
for people to use them. 



Headline findings – local churches 
 While there is broad support for churches and chapels in the general sense with findings 
already described showing that they are seen as ‘a good thing’, there is somewhat less support 
for local church buildings. 

 Two in five (39%) of British adults say that they do not know whether their local church of chapel 
does or does not play a large role in supporting people in their community. 29% of British people 
thought that their local church or chapel did play a large role in supporting people in their 
community with 39% saying they did not know. This may reflect the fact that people just may 
not be aware of the work carried out by churches in their local community, or possibly the varied 
nature of such work in churches around Britain. 

 However, over half of British adults (55%) say that they would be concerned if their local church 
or chapel was no longer there. 71% of Christians agreed with this statement, as did 84% of 
Buddhists, 68% of Hindus, 47% of Jews, again showing strong support for church buildings by 
people from a wide variety of religious faiths. 

  



Conclusions 
 Churches continue to be used by many people, with 45% of British adults reporting  having visited a 
church building in the last year for worship, for community activities or as a tourist or visitor.  

 The findings of this opinion poll shows that the British public see churches and chapels as major 
national assets of benefit to all, both as a vital part of the UK’s heritage and history and as playing an 
important role for society by providing a place for community activities.  

 It also shows that the British public agree that repairing and restoring church buildings and making 
sure that they have modern facilities benefits the whole of society and not just churchgoers.  

 The widespread public support for church buildings demonstrated in this poll can help to support the 
work of funders in continuing to make the repair of churches and chapels a priority in their allocation 
of grants.  

 In good repair and with the right facilities to allow greater community use, churches and chapels can 
continue to play a vital role in the life and well-being of the nation for many, many years to come. 

  


