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Gifts from God
 
“The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-13) (NRSV)

It is a challenge applicable the world over. That difficult 
question asked of every child and then plaguing us 
throughout our lives: “What are you going to be when 
you grow up?”. Within our Methodist churches, we are 
so often on the lookout for the next person to approach 
to take on another job (treasurer, property steward, 
church steward, junior church volunteer – the list 
appears sometimes to be endless). The Connexional 
Team works to find ways to support and to equip those 
called to a certain kind of ministry. We can often forget 
that God has already done most of our work for us, by 
equipping the people of God with the gifts and skills we 
need for ministry and service. 

Compassionate and cheerful
 
“For as in one body we have many members, and 
not all the members have the same function, so we 
who are many are one body in Christ, and individually 
we are members one of another. We have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, 
in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence, the compassionate, 
in cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:4-8) (NRSV)

As I read this passage from Romans 12, the same four 
words jump off the page at me: “the compassionate, 
in cheerfulness”. A lot of discussion seem to arise 
from the fact that as a Church, when people feel called 
to something, we immediately want to put them into 
specific boxes: tick, you’re a presbyter; tick, you’re a 
local preacher; tick, you’re a deacon. But there are a 

huge variety and diversity of callings, gifts and skills, 
which sometimes makes things rather complicated, but 
which shows that God’s Church is being built up in new 
and exciting ways. 

The idea that cheerfulness can be a calling – a gift, 
a grace – fills me with joy. It may not be a showy or a 
glamorous gift, but it’s God-given. I think this passage 
from Romans calls us to open our minds to the 
enormous variety of callings that we, in turn, are called 
to recognise and support.

When my Nan passed away last October, we were 
clearing out her room and found that she had typed up 
lots of poems on her old typewriter and pasted them 
into scrapbooks. The following poem sums up for me 
the diversity of gifts which are sometimes overlooked 
for their ordinariness (but which are nevertheless 
precious) with which we are equipped for God’s service:

I pray that, risen from the dead, 
I may in glory stand –  
a crown, perhaps, upon my head, 
but needle in my hand.

I’ve never learned to sing or play, 
so let no harp be mine; 
from birth until my dying day 
plain sewing’s been my line.

Therefore, accustomed to the end 
in plying useful stitches, 
I’ll be content if asked to mend 
the little angels’ breeches.

Prayer
 
Gracious God, we pray that you would help us to turn  
 our thoughts to you, to your Church, and to your people. 
We thank you that you build up your people, and equip  
  us with the gifts and graces we need to do your work. 

We lift before you all those exercising a wide   
 variety of ministries; that you may bless them in their 
service, and bless those whom they serve. 
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We thank you that they have heard your call 
 and have stepped forward to embrace it. 

Help us, Lord, as we engage with complicated issues  
   and decisions, to be sure and steadfast in your love 

and your guidance.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Questions for discussion
 

l  Which gifts do you have? How are you using them? 
Which gifts are you not using at the present time?

l  How might cheerfulness be present in your 
ministry?

l  Which of these gifts does your community/church 
need? Where might these be found?


