
Seven Benefits of Praying Together

Exploring Devotion

Dr Jonathan Oloyede was converted from Islam during the revival that swept through the Nigerian 
universities in the 1980s. He has a desire to see revival break out in the UK. He believes that for this 
to happen God’s people need to pray and work together, both locally and nationally. He currently leads 
the National Day of Prayer initiative to be held at Wembley Stadium on 29 September 2012. This 
movement is helping to bring many in UK churches to deeper levels of prayer, mission and unity.

Why doesn’t Allah speak to me? This was one question 
no one in my family or community could answer 
satisfactorily. One day whilst in medical school in 
Nigeria, I walked into an all-night prayer gathering as a 
Muslim and came out a Christian baptized in the Holy 
Spirit. That night I felt God’s presence up close and 
personal and have valued prayer meetings ever since.

The Church was birthed within the vortex of prayer 
as believers came together to seek the Lord. The 
Bible is littered with occasions where people came 
together collectively to cry out to God and ask for 
divine intervention. The general biblical pattern is that 
people gather in unity to pray, and then heaven answers, 
sometimes dramatically.

There are at least seven benefits in the Bible of praying 
together: 

1. Mutual encouragement

Fellowship together encourages Christians (Acts 2:46-
47; Hebrews 10:24-25). The act of coming together 
helps believers remain steadfast, constant and 
consistent. The Bible illustrates, through the use of 
symbols, that we belong to a corporate network (eg 
body, flock, temple, building). As churches unite in 
public, there is a strengthening and solidarity produced 
which lingers long after the meeting is over.

2. Answered prayer

Churches, individuals and families that pray together 
have the unique opportunity of witnessing the answers 
of their prayers together (Acts 12:16). The church had 
been praying together when Peter was taken captive and 
imprisoned. As the church prayed, an angel opened the 
prison doors and released him to walk free. No doubt 
this episode would have been a talking point of God’s 
incredible ability to answer prayer in the early Church for 
a long time afterwards.

3. A witness to unity

The unity of believers in prayer is a powerful witness to 
the resurrected Christ. On the day of Pentecost, they 
were all together in one place when God visited by the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4). Jesus prayed that the Church 
may be one so that the world would know that God 
exists (John 17:21). 

4. Excitement and purpose

The March for Jesus campaigns, the Whit Sunday 
public walks and the Good Friday processions help to 
give a sense of momentum, excitement and progress. 
On the day of Pentecost 3,000 people were added to 
the Church (Acts 1:41), and later 5,000 as the Church 
came together in the publicly in Jerusalem (Acts 4:4).

5. Genuine community

Isolation and solitary faith is quite alien to the Christian 
faith. In A plain account of Christian perfection, John 
Wesley wrote that, “The gospel of Christ Jesus knows 
no religion but social; no holiness but social holiness”. 
As we come together we commune with others and 
confess our faults to each other (James 5:16). Real 
community breeds purity. This mutual accountability is 
healthy and key to authentic belief.

6. Divine power

Collective prayer can release divine guidance (Acts 
13:1-2), divine protection (Ezra 8:22-23) and avert 
disaster (Jonah 3:6-10). Corporate prayer is very 
powerful and any church, community or country that 
grasps this will witness powerful answers to prayer.

7. A fuel for mission

As the Church prays, the kingdom of God advances and 
nations are drawn to Christ. It is well documented that 
prayer fuels mission (eg Psalms 2:8).



Going Further 

l	 	Look for opportunities to pray together with other 
Christians. Perhaps start an ecumenical prayer 
group as a way of gathering together in unity and 
praying for God’s mission in your area. Be willing to 
experience new styles of prayer and worship as you 
encounter other Christians. 

l	 	A number of Christians have begun a commitment 
to pray the Lord’s Prayer at noon each day, setting 
an alarm as a reminder to do so. Why not make 
this commitment yourself?

l	 	Consider attending the Global Day of Prayer, which 
in 2012 takes place at Wembley Stadium on 29 
September. For further information, visit www.
gdoplondon.com.

l	 	For exploring different ways of praying, there are 
numerous resources available on the internet. For 
a start, check out www.24-7prayer.com.
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