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Talking of money ...

In the Church we often talk about money at the wrong 
time, in the wrong way and for the wrong reason. No 
wonder it can feel awkward.

We talk about money when there is a looming crisis: the 
roof needs urgent repair, the organ is seriously ill or the 
offerings have fallen way below budget. At such times 
we rarely do our best thinking and certainly do not find it 
easy to take a calm and prayerful longer term view.

We talk about money as if our giving is meant to be a 
lifebelt to keep the Church afloat. It can sound like a tax 
or a threat or that we somehow think God cannot cope 
without us. Christian giving gets dumbed down to being 
no more than a consumerist device to pay the bills.

So very easily we may decide it would be better not 
to talk about money at all if we can possibly avoid 
it, especially if we are a minister conscious that the 
congregation funds our stipend.

But take fresh courage. The Bible has no such qualms. 
It talks about money in some 2,500 verses, compared 
with only 500 references, for example, to prayer. There 
is no reason to push money talk off the agenda if it is 
approached as the Bible would approach it. 

And there is a very strong practical incentive to make 
sure you talk about giving at the right time in the 
right way and for the right reason. As a wise circuit 
superintendent said recently, if you don’t sort out 
your money, you will end up focusing your energies on 
money; if you don’t sort out your buildings, you will end 
up focusing on your buildings; but if you sort out your 
money and your buildings, you can end up focusing on 
mission. 

Giving as discipleship

The New Testament is brim full of thankfulness. The 
time to talk about giving is when we are reflecting on 
the privilege of being a disciple: loved, found and guided 

by Jesus Christ. The Methodist Covenant service, for 
example, provides a clear framework for offering the 
whole of one’s life to God in grateful response to God’s 
overwhelming love and generosity to us. The Covenant 
Prayer (www.methodist.org.uk/covenantprayer) may 
often be interpreted as being about our use of time 
or roles but it just as much provides opportunity for 
reflection on the financial dimension of discipleship. 
That prayer may call us beyond what is comfortable 
in our giving, to give not just what we won’t miss but 
enough to require changes in our lifestyle. The balance 
between gifts of time, talent and treasure will be 
different for different disciples and may vary at different 
times of the same disciple’s life, but all are important 
components of our discipleship in response to God’s 
love.

Giving for mission

To avoid the impression that our giving is just to pay the 
unavoidable bills, we need to see giving as one of our 
mission tools. Most evangelism and mission is built 
on relationships and a creative way to view money is 
to ask how it can be used to build relationships. The 
more money we have available, the more extensive and 
interesting might be our relationships. The Methodist 
Church in Britain is very familiar with this notion in 
respect of its Partner Churches abroad. Many people 
who cannot physically contribute to Partner Churches 
contribute to the relationship by their giving. Nearer to 
home, when at the town carnival or village fete everyone 
is taking the chance to sell their wares, perhaps at 
inflated prices, the fact that the Churches Together 
team are giving away refreshments for free starts 
conversations. Our giving allows new relationships to be 
built. 

If we can move beyond the assumption that giving is 
just to meet essential costs, we can be even more 
creative. When finances are tight we tend to retreat 
into only spending on safe, low-risk projects. As society 
changes rapidly, we need more experiments in how 
to undertake what the Methodist Church’s general 



secretary, the Revd Dr Martyn Atkins, calls “apt 
evangelism”. We need to explore new means of mission 
even if only some of them will prove a success. We 
need to fund gladly all manner of Fresh Expressions 
of Church. When we give generously, Church starts to 
become more exciting.

A final word

So talk about giving, integrate the topic into thinking 
about discipleship and dream of what could be achieved 
once the Church has the resources to be generous and 
to experiment. For God, Paul says, loves a cheerful giver 
(2 Corinthians 9:7).

Challenges

Read the Covenant Prayer (www.methodist.org.uk/
covenantprayer), on page 290 of The Methodist Worship 
Book (Methodist Publishing, 1999) and reflect on your 
own use of money. In what ways can your finances “be 
employed” for God? 
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Going Further 

l A workbook on Christian stewardship, produced 
by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, is 
available for download (www.methodist.org.uk/
ctbiworkbook).

l For a detailed exploration of a Christian view of 
wealth by a Methodist biblical scholar, see Ben 
Witherington III, Jesus and Money: A Guide for 
Times of Financial Crisis (Brazos Press, 2010). 

l The stewardship website provides a number of 
resources that help cultivate a generous and 
transformational approach to finances: www.
stewardship.org.uk.

l Wesley’s own views on giving can be found in his 
classic sermon on ‘The Use of Money’ (bit.ly/
HO7fmw).

For a range of resources on engaging spiritual 
practices, visit www.deepeningdiscipleship.org.uk.


