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Local Preachers'
and Worship

Leaders' News

 
Welcome to the latest edition of Local Preachers' and Worship Leaders' News.   

The Revd Paul Wood (Co-ordinator, Ministry

Development) interviews Bob Bartindale

                                                  
Bob, you’ve been in your role for a year now. 
What is it that you actually do?
I see my job as encouraging and supporting Worship
Leaders and Local Preachers throughout the
Connexion in the fantastic work they do week by
week as they lead people into God’s presence and open up the Word of

God for us.  That means being the point of contact and an advocate in the Connexional
Team for Worship Leaders and Local Preachers.  It also involves responsibility for the
training we provide for people newly exploring their call and for all of us as lifelong
followers of Jesus.
                                                    
 
What particular challenges does your job involve?
The biggest challenges at the moment are around the introduction of the Worship:
Leading & Preaching training course.  This course provides a fantastic opportunity to
inspire the next generation and to invigorate the experience of worship for the whole
church in all its diversity.  It’s very different though from what we’ve done before: it’s all
about student-led, reflective learning and it’s online.  Also, each student builds a portfolio
of their learning, which is the basis for their assessment.  I’m not sure we’ve explained
all that very well so far, so my challenge is to make sure we do so that the church gets
the most out of this exciting new course and God gets the glory.
                                                    
                                                   
What are the joys of your job?
It’s been great to be with Worship Leaders and Local Preachers around the country on
training days and in worship, to hear their stories and share in their enthusiasm for the
message and mission of the church.  There are some great things happening among us –
the Holy Spirit is definitely at work, often in quiet ways and in unexpected places. 
Perhaps the highlight was sharing in worship with 50 Worship Leading and Local
Preaching students at Cliff College’s Summer School.  The Word of God is active among
us, and there are many who are responding to God’s call to serve him.
                                                    
                                                   
So say a little about your hopes and dreams for the future…
I hear a lot of people talking about decline in the church, chapels closing, no young
people, and a sense of pessimism.  Yet we know that all of this has happened before and
the Kingdom of God has never stopped growing.  I pray that we will remember the
essential hope that lies at the heart of faith.  Then that we’ll rediscover the profound joy
that comes from worship, which is our natural response to the outrageous grace of God. 
Of course true worship is more than what we do for an hour on Sundays, it’s about how
we live our lives.  Living lives worshipfully is infectious – we might just find that people
are intrigued by what’s got into these people called Methodists!
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A final thought?
I feel really privileged to be serving the church in this way at this time.  When I followed
a call into full-time Christian ministry in 2008, I didn’t expect the journey to lead to an
office desk in London.  Some verses from Psalm 37 became very important to me when I
started this role:

                                                    
“The Lord makes firm the steps of the one who delights in him; though he may stumble,
he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand.”  They’ve certainly applied to me
as I’ve stumbled along whilst learning the complexities of Methodism. I think these
words apply to the whole church too as we find our way into a new future of obedience
to God and service to our communities.
                                               
                                               
So how might people contact you?   
Here are my contact details:                                                  

Bob Bartindale (Officer for Worship & Local Preachers)

bartindaleb@methodistchurch.org.uk or 07896330244

EVENTS

'To be a Pilgrim'
6 - 8 April 2018
Organized by Jill

Baker,
Vice-President,

Methodist Conference
2017-18

This weekend conference at Cliff College
offers an opportunity to explore different
aspects of pilgrimage – through worship,
through images and words, through
various activities and, for those who want
to, through getting outside into the
grounds of the college and the beautiful
surrounding countryside. No experience of
pilgrimage is needed, just a “Come and
see” pilgrim spirit – you will be most
welcome. Save the date! For more
information click here.
 
You may also be interested in a five day
retreat Jill is involved with in May 2018 at
Hinsley Hall, Leeds, with Elaine Heath and
Roger Walton. More information is
available here. 

Festival of Preaching
 
This year's Festival in Oxford in
September featured Sam Wells, Natalie
Bolz-Weber, Paula Gooder and many other
inspirational speakers. 
 

Certificate in Family
Ministry

An excellent foundation
course for all those in
family work. Led by Gail
Adcock from the Church

and Community Team - other contributors
include Ian White, Carolyn Edwards,
Alison Hulse and Jane Butcher from 22-26
January 2018.
   
It’s regularly fully booked and almost 100
folk have completed it since 2015. For
more information and to book your place
click here. 

Conference for Lay Preachers' and
Worship Leaders' 

Luther King House in Manchester run a
popular conference each year - Lay
Preachers and Worship Leaders. The 2018
Conference is entitled 'All are
Welcome' and is on 19 - 20 April. The
conference will include practical
workshops and sessions based around
inclusivity, bible studies and more. The
conference will also include an evening
workshop on dementia-friendly worship.
For more information click here 

Be Inspired
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IDEAS AND RESOURCES

A USB stick featuring 11 talks from the
2017 festival is now available to order
from the Church House Bookshop.
      
You can also watch the two sessions
broadcast online

       
Find seminar notes and liturgy from our
worship sessions here
 
The next event will be held from
8–10 September 2019. Save the Date!
More information to follow.

The Church Times Festival of Faith and
Literature will return once more to
Bloxham School, near Banbury on 16-18
February 2018. Speakers confirmed
include best-selling author Francis
Spufford, writer of the TV adapted
Grantchester series, James Runcie and
Mark Oakley, Canon Chancellor of St Paul’s
Cathedral, London. Early bird tickets are
on sale to 1st December 2017. The full
programme is now available and ticket
sales are open. For more information click
here.                   

Advent Offering
2017

This advent, support Mission in Britain as
we explore how we can be part of
bringing God’s comfort to people beyond
the walls of the Church.
 
To plan an offering service in your local
church, circuit or district and to sign up
for worship material and other resources,
click here. Twitter #advent
#comfortmypeople

Methodist Prayer
Handbook 2017/2018

 
Is a great resource for
personal and public prayer all
year long. The Methodist

Prayer handbook 2017/18 is now
available to order from Methodist
Publishing.
  
We need you! Submit your material
for the 2018/2019 Methodist Prayer
Handbook
 
Do you, or someone you know, love to
write prayers? Are you resounding with
reflective words to help the Methodist
Church in its daily devotions? Then why
not submit your prayers for use in the
next Methodist Prayer Handbook? Email
your ideas by 12 January 2018.  
  
The theme for the forthcoming Handbook
will be a world transformed by God’s
love, inspired by the Church’s One

ROOTS
 

ROOTS provide ideas and resources for
worship based on the weekly lectionary. A
special subscription offer is available for
students on the Worship: Leading &
Preaching course. For more information
click here.

Advent and
Christmas services

The Christmas Carols
and Songs booklet is
perfect for using away
from church, e.g. when
carol singing in care
homes and shopping

centres. Order your copies from
Methodist Publishing.

Worship Cloud
 

The Worship Cloud is an
online resource of

worship material from individuals and
major publishers. There are 25,000
downloadable resources to help with
service preparation. Hymns, prayers,
images, commentaries and much more.
Search for items to download or
subscribe to a weekly curated magazine
of resources. Subscriptions start from
only £3 per month. The weekly
newsletter includes free resources. For
more information click here.

All We Can
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WORSHIP: LEADING & PREACHING

Mission Statement. For submission
guidelines click here.

CLPD Spot •

(for those who want ideas for
Continuing Local Preacher

Development)
 
The Learning Network in East Central
Region have come up with a great idea
for Advent. They are inviting people to
choose their favourite Carol, Christmas
song or piece of festive music and
briefly say why it matters to them. The
idea is to reflect together on the
coming of Jesus through the medium of
song and music. Contributors are asked
to explain how their choice fits with
their faith and being a disciple. Check
out their website page.    
You could ask everyone at your Local
Preachers’ (and Worship Leaders’)
Meeting to do this – a great, light-
hearted way to start a conversation,
share faith and testimony and explore
some theology. Download the form
here.

This year, make
Christmas even
more
extraordinary. As
we celebrate
Jesus, God’s

extraordinary gift to us, help
congregations make an extraordinary
difference for some of the world’s
poorest people by using All We Can’s
Advent and Christmas resources.
Prayers, reflections, poems, films and
more will help light up your services
as well as light up lives across the
world. Order and download here.

The Methodist Diary 2018 
Is now available to order from

Methodist Publishing and includes NEW
content for 2018!

Photography & Spirituality

There is another Photography and
Spirituality Study Tour in Rome, led
by Philip Richter, in May 2018. For more
details click here.

W:L&P Results
 
To those students who submitted a
portfolio for the Autumn 2017 deadline,
your result will be released by the 30th of
November. This result will be sent directly
to you via your user account on Moodle.
Please inform your Tutor, Mentor and
all those who were on this journey
with you of your result.

W:L&P Submission Dates
 
A reminder that the submission date for
portfolios is March 31st 2018.
 
From now on, to simplify things for
students and tutors, submission dates will
be kept the same from year to year,
regardless of what day of the week they
fall on. Note that the deadlines are final,

Becoming a Local Preacher
 
A new detailed guide on the process of
becoming a Local Preacher through
Worship:Leading & Preaching can be
downloaded here.

Additional Needs Guide
 
We are delighted to be able to announce
that our new Additional Needs resources
have just been published on the Methodist
Church website. These include a
downloadable 'Additional Needs Guide',
together with three professionally-
produced videos of people explaining how
they have successfully overcome particular
challenges on their learning journeys
during the W:L&P course.

Autumn 2017 Submissions
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NEWS

and any submissions received late will be
deferred to the next moderation period.
 
Portfolios must be uploaded on to the
Moodle site and sent to Tutors well in
advance of the deadline. Tutors need to
assess the portfolios and send them on for
Regional Moderation before this date.
Please be kind to your Tutors and give
them plenty of time to do the excellent job
they do.

Cliff College Summer School 2018
 
Building on this year’s inspiring event,
when 50 Worship Leaders and Local
Preachers in training gathered at Cliff to
learn together, next summer we will be at
Cliff College from 6 to 10 August. There
will be three streams, dedicated to
Worship: Leading and Preaching modules
1 & 2, 3 & 4 and 5 & 6. The sessions will
be based around the “Explore” material in
Worship: Leading & Preaching, and will
assume that students have completed the
“Prepare” sections prior to the Summer
School. Information and booking will be
via the Cliff College website here.

Our most recent Autumn submissions

brought in 54 portfolio A's and 9 portfolio

B's. We are pleased that so many of you

are progressing through the course and

are well on your way to being accredited

Local Preachers or commissioned Worship

Leaders.

Struggling online?
 
A helpful pair of videos are now available
to guide you through the basics of using
Worship: Leading & Preaching online. You
can find them on the Methodist Church
website or click here: Video 1 & Video 2.

Exegesis for 2018

For those who are planning ahead to next
year, the new 2018 exegesis passages
have been posted onto the Local
Preachers website here.

F&W Results
 
To all those students who submitted a
section for the Autumn 2017 deadline,
your result will be released by the 30th of
November and will be posted to your Tutor
who should then share them with you.

Reminders for Faith & Worship
For those of you submitting Faith &
Worship assignments the deadlines for
submitting work to Methodist Church
House are unchanged:
 

Spring - 31st March 2018
Autumn - 30th September 2018

             
From now on, to simplify things for
students and tutors, submission dates will
be kept the same from year to year,
regardless of what day of the week they
fall on. Note that deadlines are final, and
any submissions received later than the
deadline will be deferred to the next
assessment period. 
 
The very final submission deadline for
Faith & Worship will be 31st March
2021              

District Officers Day All Together Now
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As Christmas is just over a month away and this is our final newsletter for
2017, we would like to wish you all a great Advent and a Happy Christmas.
Whether you are a Local Preacher, Worship Leader, student, tutor, mentor,
superintendent, secretary or District Officer, we thank you for all your hard
work this year and for all you do to encourage the worship of God's people
and preach in God's name.

This newsletter is issued quarterly and would like all Worship Leaders, Local Preachers,
Tutors, Secretaries and Ministers to receive it. Please encourage any friends and
colleagues who do not receive this newsletter to sign up by confirming their email address
to localpreachers@methodistchurch.org.uk. This email address is also the best one for
any general enquiries on Local Preacher and Worship Leader issues.

unsubscribe Subscribe to other newsletters from the Methodist Church  
 
Change your email details

Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London, NW1 5JR 020 7486 5502 (Help Desk) www.methodist.org.uk  

Registered charity no. 1132208

 
Bob Bartindale chaired a meeting with
District Local Preachers' Secretaries and
Tutors on Saturday the 23rd September at
Methodist Church House. It was a
productive and engaging meeting with the
agenda including group work as well as
Q&A's amongst other items. The feedback
was very encouraging and positive and we
hope to see all District Officers again at
next year's meeting on Saturday 22
September 2018.

Long Service Certificate for
Worship Leaders

 
A downloadable long service certificate to

recognize Worship Leaders is now

available on the Methodist Church

website. If your Church has long-serving

Worship Leaders, please make your

Church Council aware of this. 

 
Our live streamed
conference exploring
intergenerational church

took place on Tuesday 10 October and was 
overwhelmingly well received. Our key
note sessions had been pre-recorded –
Gareth Crispin, Elle Bird and Martyn Payne
spoke on the theory and practice of
forming intergenerational communities. 
Plus three short films capturing
intergenerational ministry at Waltham
Chase Methodist Church, Immerse at
Kidsgrove and Messy Church. From the
feedback received, the day was one of
significant discussion and learning with rich
conversations taking place across the UK. 
 
The live recording of the day will remain on
the event webpage for the next few weeks
– all the key note session recordings will
be available online, along with the
conference guide, as a resource to
churches, circuits and districts to use at
future events.
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