
Welcome to this year’s Easter Offering Service, which a group of women from across 
the Connexion started to plan just over a year ago. This service follows the tradition 

started 135 years ago to raise money for Methodist Women Missionaries. Today, it is the World Mission 
Fund that receives the money and prayers. In 2017, the Easter Offering service raised £340,641.  

The theme aims to sit within the year 2018, 100 years since the end of World War 1, where still today we 
have to strive to seek peace and pursue it. This act of worship shares stories from some of our mission 
partners: people called by God and sent to become part of local communities, using their gifts and talents 
to share God’s love. They help remind us that God’s one mission is both local and global. 

This service is a gift from Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB) to the whole Church; an act of worship, and 
also an opportunity to hear stories and respond both with money and with our lives, as we are challenged 
to be people of peace. Each year, a different woman takes up the task and honour of being the lead writer. 
The 2018 service has been written mainly by Rachel Collins, the British Helen Kim Memorial Scholar (2011-
2016) and a local preacher in the Ashton-Under-Lyne Circuit.

Our prayer is that this time of preparation and worship will help you to seek peace and pursue it –
personally, collectively and in your outreach to others.

Seek 
peace and 

pursue  
it

Introduction
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Before the service
• Arrange for the Easter Offering envelopes to be 

distributed (with the accompanying explanatory 
bookmarks) in each church in your circuit during 
Lent, and particularly on Easter Sunday.

• Ensure that church and circuit treasurers have 
a copy of the guidelines/finance instructions 
included in these notes and as a separate 
document on the websites. 

• Use the A3 posters to advertise the service. 
Remember to complete the section showing when 
and where your service will take place. Smaller A4 
size posters can be downloaded from the website 
and printed locally if you wish. 

• Advertise your service in your local church 
magazines. Let everyone know they are welcome. 

• Contact your MWiB District Forum Representative 
with details of your service, so that this information 
can be included in the list of all local services in 
your district.

These notes should give you everything you need to 
explore the theme as well as prepare for the service 
itself. You may also want to use the Lent reflections 
that are on the MWiB website: www.mwib.org.uk. 
Please read through both the order of service and 
these resource notes to ensure you have everything 
you need in advance. Please do photocopy any part of 
this document you need for your service, particularly 
the three stories that appear later on. We have also 
included ideas that can be used in children’s or all 
age-settings, or as part of a more creative session. 
Please feel free to use these as you feel suits your 
local context.

Please share these notes with others who are 
involved in planning your local service. 

Make photocopies if that is helpful. Ensure all treasurers  
involved are familiar with the finance and Gift Aid instructions.

Music
We have chosen the hymns that you will find in the 
order of service but understand that you may wish to 
have different ones. If you don’t order or download 
the order of service and do not have PowerPoint and 
are therefore relying on Singing the Faith, you will not 
have “What peace is there for tarnished lives”.

Other suitable hymns include:

• StF 414 Shalom chaverim

• StF 687 One human family God has made

• StF 693 Beauty for brokenness

• StF 696 For the healing of the nations

• StF 697 Oh freedom

• StF 699 God of justice

• StF 707 Make me a channel of your peace

• StF 712 Put peace into each other’s hands

The choral piece 
There is space in the order of service for a choral piece 
if you would like to include one. You may wish to use 
this moment to add a more modern hymn, or one 
from the World Church.

Copyright
All hymns included in the PowerPoint presentation 
come with an indication of copyright status. Please 
use your own church CCLI number in a slide you can 
add to the end of the presentation. Ensure that the 
digital display/downloading of hymns are reported in 
your church’s CCLI returns. 
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Prayers and readings
Psalm 34, found in Singing the Faith 809, is to be 
read responsively. You could, for example, split the 
congregation and have tea drinkers read the light type 
and coffee drinkers the bold type (if people do not like 
tea or coffee, or like both equally, you can give them 
the choice of which half they would like to read). You 
can, of course, read this in a more traditional way – or 
simply split the congregation in half by where they are 
sitting.

During the prayers of intercession, there is a chance 
to add prayers for your local situation and for current 
world concerns.

Response
In the response time, we suggest you give out pipe 
cleaners that can be shaped into a symbol of peace 
(playdough or plasticine can be used instead). Please 
encourage congregation members to take their works 
of art home with them, as a reminder and a challenge 
to be a person who seeks peace.

This year’s response is intentionally different to 
previous years. It does not need a tree or display board 
to stick things on. This should mean that a worship 
focus can be more flexible. You will find more ideas for 
this in the additional notes that appear later on.

Stories
Please photocopy these for your readers or find each 
individual story on the MWiB website. These are not 
included in full in the service sheets but are available 
on the MWiB website for anyone to download to read 
at leisure after the service. Pictures to accompany the 
stories are in the PowerPoint presentation.

Reflections
You may wish to get a speaker to say something at 
this point in the service. Equally, you may want to 
play some music quietly and give the congregation 
time to reflect by themselves. Another idea would be 
a discussion in small groups around how we can be 
people of peace (some possible discussion questions 
are included in the additional resources).

As an example, here is a mini-sermon: three points on 
peace, each beginning with P. 

They are:

• Peace is possible – we have to believe that to 
make it happen.

• Peace is practical (or personal) – we have to do 
something to be people of peace.

• Peace is prayerful – peace comes from God, and 
part of our practical response is to pray.

You may also like to pick up some of the images 
from the stories, either through a talk or by showing 
photographs on the screen.

The key images are:

•  hands

•  bridges (as opposed to walls)

•  pencils (a sign of education).
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Story 1
Raing (pronounced “rye-ing”, to rhyme with “trying” or “crying”) and Mervyn McCullagh 
are mission partners in Sri Lanka. They tell this story.

The three-decade-long war between the Sinhalese and 

Tamil in the beautiful paradise island of Sri Lanka has left a 

legacy of widows, disabled people, orphans and widowers. 

Many are young (between 25 and 40 years old) and 

psychologically, economically and socially vulnerable.

The National Christian Council of Sri Lanka (NCCSL) supports 

all victims of the conflict, Sinhala and Tamil alike, seeking a 

peaceful and reconciled society where all can live together 

in dignity, equality, security and with mutual respect.

Though its ‘Transforming people’ programme (which is 

supported by the Methodist Church’s Nationals in Mission 

Appointments programme and the World Mission Fund), we 

are enabling people to share their stories and find healing 

and hope in the midst of their pain. These are rare and 

special opportunities for people and vital for the promotion 

of long-term peace and reconciliation.

Raing was at an NCCSL workshop when a small group of 

women came by to say hello.

“I saw the scars of a large wound on one of the women’s 

hands,” Raing said. “The hand appeared shorter and the 

skin was heavily marked as if she hadn’t properly cared 

for it. When I asked what happened to her hand, their 

discussion stopped. One of them replied with just one word: 

‘Bomb!’ Then one after another, they showed me their false 

legs, false hands, and scars across their bodies.

“I realised then that widows are not just widows. They are 

human beings – women, Tamils, Sinhalese, ex-combatants, 

victims, survivors, mothers, grieving wives and daughters.”

These are people like the woman who lost both her hands 

in a landmine explosion. Her husband stitched up her 

wounds with a clothing needle, then left the cover of the 

jungle to search for food. That was the last time she ever 

saw him.

Or the nine-year-old Sinhalese girl who was hiding with 

her family in a makeshift brick dug-out at the back of their 

home. The militants came in and shot her entire family. Her 

two younger brothers died in her arms. Though wounded 

by bullets, she survived.

Or the Tamil woman who was evacuating her village with 

her whole family. She heard a loud explosion behind her, 

turned and saw that all behind her were dead. She lost six 

members of her family that day, including her husband.

Or the woman who left her husband at a makeshift 

hospital and then couldn’t find him again amongst the 

thousands of other victims when she returned. “I am 

constantly in fear and full of uncertainty about the future,” 

she says. “I am not living my life. I just exist as a widow, 

suffering because of the past.”

There are many other stories arising from the experiences 

of thousands of other women, which have neither been 

told or heard.

Women are particularly powerful when they form a 

group and support each other. A woman who is positive 

and progressive becomes a role model for the others. 

This is one of the reasons why the ‘Transforming people’ 

programme is so effective and why we need to train more 

women to become facilitators; they will in turn support 

other women who are still afraid to talk and share with 

people. These women need your prayer and support to 

help them live lives that are fulfilled and free of any fear of 

retribution, pain or anger.

Pray for these women: mothers, daughters, breadwinners 

and widows. And pray for Raing, Mervyn and the 

transforming work of the NCCSL. Pray that all communities 

can live together post-conflict, truly reconciled, without fear 

and with no animosity, hatred or suspicion in their hearts.
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Story 2
John Howard is a mission partner in Israel/Palestine and gives the following account 
regarding the Tent of Nations.

This doesn’t tell a story of reconciliation, as the situation remains divided and wholly asymmetrical.

The Nassar family is a Christian family from Bethlehem who, for a hundred years, have farmed a hilltop 

area near the village of Nahhalin. Around the farm on the hilltops surrounding it are Israeli settlements. 

Despite having all the appropriate land deeds for the farm, the family has been in court since 1991 when 

their land was declared state land. They went to the Supreme Court, which agreed that they owned it. The 

family was told to re-register the land, but though they have made every effort to do so, the authorities 

have resisted this in every way. As of spring 2017, they still face action in the courts threatening their land. 

Daoud Nassar is one of the sons who runs the farm today. While being a producing farm, it has 

also become an international centre for peace and for non-violent resistance to the expansion of the 

settlements and the taking of Palestinian land. It is known as the Tent of Nations. The family extend an 

international invitation: “Come and see; go and tell” – and many people do. Youth camps are held in the 

summer, at which Palestinian Muslim and Christian young people come together. The teaching centres 

around the need to remain friends. 

Daoud says, “In the face of injustice people take different approaches. Some use violence, others accept 

resignation to the situation and others emigrate to get away from the problem. We take a fourth way: the 

way of non-violent resistance. We refuse to be enemies. We seek to build bridges not walls.” 

Even getting to the farm is a struggle; highways serving the new settlements block access to the road that 

has served the local farmers for generations. Despite everything, Daoud says, “We face many difficulties 

– but Jesus faced the cross for us, and then came the resurrection. We will continue our journey for justice 

and peace – with faith, love and hope.”



Story 3
The following story comes from Sheila Norris in Japan.

Jesus our Lord gives us his peace
peace overflowing from heaven above
Jesus our Lord gives us his joy
shines in our dark world the light of his love.

These are the opening lines of a hymn written by Hinako Ogawa,  
 expressing her wish that the world can know true peace.

Hinako, now a student at Kwassui Girls’ High School, is a third-generation atomic bomb survivor through both 
sides of her family. Her paternal grandmother experienced the bombing of Hiroshima on 6 August 1945, and has 
always been willing to talk in detail about her experiences. However, her maternal grandfather, who survived the 
bombing of Nagasaki three days later, never talked about what happened. When Hinako was in her final year of 
elementary school, her grandfather became seriously ill. She went to visit him in hospital and was shocked by how 
weak and thin he was. His mind was still clear, however, and he took her hand and made a last request of her: 
“Hinako, I’ve never talked to you about the atomic bombing. I’m sorry. I want you to go to secondary school in 
Nagasaki and learn about peace.” 

Hinako and her family honoured her grandfather’s dying request, and she entered Kwassui Girls’ Junior High 
School. Hinako is from Kumamoto, which is a two- to three-hour journey from Nagasaki, so going to her new 
school meant becoming a boarder. 

At Kwassui, Hinako became actively involved in the Peace Studies Club and became part of the wider high school 
students’ signatures campaign. One of the group’s main activities every year is collecting signatures to petition for 
efforts for a peaceful world and the abolition of nuclear weapons. In 2015 (the seventieth anniversary of the atomic 
bombings), Hinako was selected as one of the Peace Messengers who took the more than 160,000 signatures to 
the United Nations headquarters in Geneva. While there, she was encouraged by charities working for peace, but 
also challenged to reflect on Japan’s role as aggressor as well as that of victim.

The Nagasaki High School peace groups recognise the need for Japan to foster better relationships with its 
neighbours. As well as collecting signatures, members are involved in dialogue to promote peace through 
increasing mutual understanding, and in activities to help others in practical ways. For example, they invite 
students from Korea and the Philippines to come to Nagasaki for cultural and educational exchange. With the 
slogan “Education, not force! Pencils, not missiles!” they collect pencils from October to December every year and 
send them to children in the Philippines, where the High School Students’ Asian Children’s Fund currently provides 
scholarships for six students.

The group’s motto is: “Our efforts are humble, but we are not powerless!” Hinako believes that however weak they 
may seem, what the group does has value as a contribution to a more peaceful world.
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Preferred routes for 
collecting and sending 
in donations using the 
Easter Offering collection 
envelopes.

OPTION 1
A. Collecting donations AND Gift Aid

• In the same way that other special collections are received (eg All 
We Can, MHA or Christian Aid) please ask your church officers (Gift 
Aid secretaries or equivalent) to collect the sealed and completed 
Easter Offering collection envelopes (with cash/cheque donations 
enclosed) received from their congregation. The envelopes should 
then be opened and the total sum handed to the church treasurer (or 
equivalent) to pay the donations into the church bank account. 

• If the church has received and banked the donations into the church 
bank account, the church officers are to keep the empty Easter Offering 
collection envelopes for audit purposes and include banked donations 
on their church’s Gift Aid claim form that is submitted to the Gift Aid 
Bureau Service*. These envelopes should NOT be sent to the Finance 
Department at Methodist Church House unless your church is unable to 
claim Gift Aid (see Option 2). Each church should keep these envelopes 
for six years in line with Gift Aid record-keeping requirements. 

The above is the preferred income route we would encourage all 
churches to adopt where possible in order to claim Gift Aid on 
donations.

*The Gift Aid Bureau Service of The Methodist Church processes Gift Aid 
claims for about 4,000 churches every year, reclaiming about £10m from 
HRMC on behalf of those churches. Once processed, the Bureau Service 
will transfer the relevant Gift Aid rebate to each church. 

B. Sending in donations to the World Mission Fund

Once a church has collected and banked their donations into the church 
bank account, they can then do one of the following:

• The church treasurer can write a cheque, made payable to “Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund” for the total amount donated (a further 
cheque will need to be sent when the Gift Aid amount is refunded). 

Finance/Gift Aid

Please read through and 
ensure these instructions 
are passed to your church 
treasurer, Gift Aid secretary 
and, importantly, the circuit 
MWiB treasurer. 

Instructions for collecting Gift Aid 
and sending in donations using 
the Easter Offering collection 
envelopes can be downloaded 
as a separate sheet from the 
Methodist Church website. You 
can use the envelopes from 2016 
onwards, but not before. 

These instructions apply to 
individual church collections. 
However, we recognise that most 
Easter Offering services are held 
as circuit-wide dedication services, 
in which case local churches may 
take a separate collection, with 
donations being received by circuit 
officers. 

In keeping with the HMRC 
guidance with respect to best 
practices on handling and banking 
donations, we recommend the 
following options.
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The cheque for donations made can then be brought (or sent) to the MWIB treasurer at the circuit-wide Easter 
Offering dedication service. All cheques should then be collected by circuit MWiB treasurers and banked using 
the ‘O2’ paying-in-books. 

• If churches cannot get in touch with their circuit MWiB treasurer, cheques may be sent to the Finance 
Department at Methodist Church House with a covering letter indicating the circuit’s name and ID number, so 
that those donations can be properly attributed.

OPTION 2
If the church is unable to claim Gift Aid through the Gift Aid Bureau Service, OR if cheques 
are already made payable to the World Mission Fund, then follow the instructions below:

A. Collecting donations

• Church officers (Gift Aid secretaries or equivalent) collect the sealed and completed Easter Offering collection 
envelopes (with cash/cheque donations enclosed) received from their congregation. 

B. Sending in donations

• The donations (cheques/cash) and Gift Aid envelopes are sent to the circuit MWiB treasurer who will then bank 
the donations using the ‘O2’ paying-in books and send envelopes to the Finance Department at Methodist 
Church House, with a covering letter stating the donations banked, circuit name and circuit ID number, and the 
date they were banked. 

• If churches cannot get in touch with the circuit MWiB treasurer, they can send donations and envelopes directly 
to the Finance Department at Methodist Church House. 

Note: If you choose to follow this option, churches cannot claim Gift Aid as they have not banked donations into 
their own accounts.

In both cases, any cheques should be made payable to “World Mission Fund” and not “MWiB” and should not be 
sent to Methodist Women in Britain.

For more information about claiming Gift Aid, Gift Aid rules, and frequently asked questions on Gift Aid, please 
contact your church Gift Aid secretary.
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Praying

This appendix to the main leader’s notes contains a selection of additional resources 

and ideas based on the theme of ‘Seek peace and pursue it’ – some of which you 

may wish to use in your own setting. 

These optional activities can be used with children and young people, with adults as part of the Easter 

Offering Service, as an optional extra session or as part of a small group, or as part of an all age or ‘Messy 

Church’ style event choosing a few of the activities from the menu. Feel free to adapt these materials to 

suit your own situation and be creative!

Introduction

Appendix to leader’s notes

Additional resources

Peace in our own lives

Provide a bowl of water on a waterproof tablecloth, 
a pile of stones and some non-permanent pens. 
Invite people to reflect on things in their own lives 
that may be preventing peace in a relationship and 
to write any thoughts, words, actions or habits 
onto a stone. As people say sorry to God for these 
things, they can put the stone into the water and 
as the words wash off, remember God’s promise 
from 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, he who is 
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” (NRSV)

Peace in our world 

Display a large map of the world and invite people to 
put a Post-it note or pin onto a place where there is a 
need for peace as they pray for that nation.

Praying for peace

Gather a selection of current newspapers, both local 
and national, and invite people to cut out examples of 
situations where there is a need for peace. Place the 
stories on a central table, on a board or stick onto a 
large sheet of paper as a focus for intercessory prayer 
for those places, people and situations.

Peace display

Set up a visual focus using barbed wire 
(representing war and division: please handle with 
care) behind candles, doves, maps, flags, photos or 
any other artefacts that you feel symbolise peace, 
particularly in the countries mentioned in the Easter 
Offering Service.
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Fact files

Create a fact file collage or booklet about Japan, 
Israel, Palestine or Sri Lanka – find out about your 
chosen country’s flag, language, customs, climate, 
music, food, etc.

Creating

Handprints

Create a picture of a bridge or a cross using hand 
prints. Write out the words of Ephesians 2:14 to 
display with the finished picture. As you create the 
picture, think about ways you can reach out in peace 
to someone and build bridges of reconciliation and 
friendship in the name of Jesus.

Doves

There are many dove themed crafts – search online 
for ‘dove crafts’ or ‘peace themed crafts’ for ideas.

Peace acrostic
Use the word ‘PEACE’ and think of a different line for 
each letter of the word as a poem or prayer for peace. 
Create a display of everyone’s prayers/poems. 

Example

P – Pray for peace in our world.

E – Everyone can work together.

A – Ask God to help us.

C – Christ shows us the way to...

E – everlasting peace.

Playdough recipe

•  1 mug plain flour

•  Half mug salt

•  1 mug water

•  1 tablespoon oil (baby oil makes it smell nice)

•  2 teaspoons cream of tartar

•  Food colouring

a) Put ingredients together in a saucepan.

b) Stir over a gentle heat until mixture leaves side of 
pan.

c) Knead gently.

d) Store in an airtight container in the fridge. 

Playdough or clay

Build something that speaks to you of peace. It 
doesn’t matter what the finished product looks like; it 
can be something quite abstract. What is important 
is using the moulding of the clay or dough as an 
expression of our prayers for peace. You may wish to 
invite people to place their finished articles on a cloth 
at the foot of a cross as a symbol of offering their 
prayers to God.

Signed statements

Just as Hinako signed and delivered a petition to 
the United Nations for a peaceful world, invite 
people to write statements about how they will seek 
peace and pursue it in their own circumstances and 
relationships, sign them and keep them somewhere 
safe as a reminder of their pledge. As you reflect on 
how Hinako’s school collects pencils for children in 
the Philippines, perhaps you could give pencils to 
those in attendance or collect pencils to send to a 
school in a developing country.
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Role-play

Ask two people to role-play falling out or arguing over 
something. Encourage everyone to share their ideas on how they 
could resolve the problem peacefully. Act out the role-play again, 
using people’s suggestions.

Transforming people

As you learn about the transforming 
people programme in Sri Lanka, give 
each person two separate outlines of a 
person and invite them to think about 
areas in their own lives that need the 
transforming touch of God today. On 
one of the outlines, they can write or 
draw aspects of their lives, attitudes or 
actions that they want to change. On 
the other, they can write characteristics 
they want to demonstrate in their lives. 
Pray together, asking for God’s help to 
change and then destroy the outline 
with the undesirable attributes as a 
symbol of leaving them behind and 
making a new start.

Tent of Nations

As you reflect on the story from Israel/
Palestine about the work of the Tent of 
Nations, you may wish to create a tent 
or den of your own and invite people 
into it to pray about situations and 
people where peace and reconciliation 
are needed.

Thinking

Exploring the Bible

Read the passages used in the Easter Offering service: Psalm 34, 
Matthew 5:43-48, 1 Peter 3:8-11.

In a small group setting, you may wish to think about the 
following questions together:

• What do you think it means to “seek peace and pursue it” in 
your personal life, in your community and in the wider world?

• In the reading from Matthew, Jesus says that we should love 
our enemies. Who would you consider to be your enemies in a 
contemporary context? What does it mean practically to show 
love to our enemies?

• How can we live at peace with people who are different to us?

• In the reading from Peter, what practical suggestions does he 
give for living in harmony with each other?

• What does this passage teach us about how we might find 
peace with God?

• Sometimes, making and keeping peace in relationships can be 
difficult. In Romans 12:18 (NRSV), we read, “If it is possible, 
so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” Does 
this verse encourage you as you think about those difficult 
relationships? If so, how can you put this into practice?

• You may wish to share a personal story about a time God 
helped you to make or pursue peace or ask the group to pray 
with you about a situation where you need to seek God’s help 
in making and pursuing peace. 

• What one thing might you do in this coming week to put the 
things you have learned from the Bible into practice?
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