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“...I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is no 

longer I who live, but 
it is Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now 

live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.” 
Galatians 2:19-20 (NRSV)
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Living by faith in Honduras

Our World Church Easter message this year is from our partnership 
coordinator for Latin America and the Caribbean, the Revd tom Quenet. 

Tom writes: “In November 2011, I visited Honduras and spoke with the newly 
appointed United Methodist mission partner that had been asked to take over 
as superintendent of this Mission. I was in Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras 
and my colleague took me to where he hoped one day the church would build its 
national headquarters. 

“Here is a photo of the occasion. 
Not much of a place, really; an 
overgrown piece of wasteland 
behind a petrol station with 
severely restricted access, BUT 
with a great view and five minutes 
from the main road through the 
capital. For a long time, I just 
could not get what my colleague 
was trying to tell me, that is until 
I realised that as he talked he was not seeing a barren hillside, he was actually 
seeing the building. He had the vision – I could only see the obstacles.

I went back to the same spot recently and here is a photo of the progress being 
made.

“The access has been cleared, the foundation has been laid for the first storey 
of the building, the ground has been cleaned, a permanent presence has 
been established (above) where services are held weekly and plans have been 
completed for the building. On this occasion the Superintendent was also able 
to show me a model of what he hoped the finished building will look like – 
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here (right) is the final photo of 
the model. One more important 
point of progress, on the site, a 
crop of maize has been grown, 
and it is estimated that earth will 
have to be moved several times 
around the site, before the place 
is completed.

“Wherever this bulletin finds 
us, we will be rejoicing over the 
Easter message of joy and hope. 
I was naturally drawn to this story 
as I thought about what Easter 
means. From the early scattered 
community of disciples and 
followers after the crucifixion, 
God’s power transformed them 
into a new creation. The earth 
tremor that rolled away the stone 
on the first Easter as much as 
anything moved the obstacles 
that were preventing the disciples 
from grasping the vision of the 
possible. But once they had 
grasped the vision from the risen 
Lord Jesus Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, they 
gained the strength to begin the 
Church that is transforming the 
world.

“As I write this, two parts of the 
worldwide church will have prayed 
for and dedicated their leaders. 
Pope Francis will be installed into 
his office and the Revd Bishop 
Justin Welby will be enthroned as 
Archbishop of Canterbury. From 
what I have heard and seen of 
these two significant leaders, I am 
impressed and filled with hope. 
I am sure that you with many 
others will have seen pictures 
on television or in the press and 
prayed that their appointment will 
lead to a new period of growth 
and revival for the Church in the 
developed world.

“Many of our overseas partner 
churches will be in churches where 
the Church is growing very rapidly 
and questioning the influence 
and values of the ‘mother church’ 
whatever that church is. I was in 
Cuba recently and the Methodist 
Bishop said to me, ‘All our 
buildings we regard as temporary 
– as soon as they are built we find 
we have to start thinking about 
how to extend them, because the 
church is growing so fast.’

“Personally I am encouraged and 
inspired by this as by God’s spirit 
their vision seems to transfer 
itself into my mind and soul in a 
way that uplifts me in moments 
of doubt and fear. Within a few 
months, I will be working in rural 
British Methodism (Hexham) 
where out of seven churches, my 
smallest has a membership of one 
and the largest has a membership 
of seventy. The vision of our 
partners overseas inspires and 
encourages me.

“Many have said to me that 
ministry in Northumberland will 
take a considerable adjustment 
after 12 years in the World Church 
Relationships office where I have 
spent so much time in contact 
with the worldwide Church. It will 
be a ground shaking experience no 
doubt, but so often we need this 
to move and inspire us and it is in 
this vein that I looking forward to 
my new appointment.

“As we celebrate this Easter, let 
us ask God that the Holy Spirit 
will give us vision for the possible, 
move obstacles from our hearts 
and minds and lift and encourage 
us to the endless possibilities 
that lay before us with the risen 
Lord Jesus Christ before us. Even 
if we have to move the obstacles 
several times, may God give us the 
power and grace to do so without 
fear and with the vision of the end 
goal always in mind.”

Here is a model of what the Superintendent hopes the finished building will look like

For more information please contact Thomas Quenet, 
partnership coordinator for Latin America and the Caribbean,  

at wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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On a Saturday morning last 
September, a group of 
Methodists gathered in 

the town of Rehoboth in central 
Namibia, preparing to depart on 
a journey to the nearby town of 
Mariental. 

The church in Mariental is part of 
the Namibia South Circuit of the 
Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa (MCSA), of which the 
Rehoboth Society is also a part. 
“This society does not have a 
full-time minister stationed there,” 
explained Rudolph Rittmann, lay 
mission coordinator for the MCSA. 
“We reached out to the members 
to provide spiritual support and 
to motivate them to take up their 
responsibilities.

“Mariental is not far from 
Rehoboth and we felt that there 
were brothers and sisters who 
needed support. The objective was 
to reach out to all groups because 
we want to get the society with all 
its organisations to work together.”

During their visit, five groups of 
five people each visited various 
houses and gave the elders in 
each home a food parcel. A youth 
worker organised fun events 
for the children on the church 
grounds, where children were 
given presents and lunch.

The aim of the outreach, according 
to Rudolph, is simply to carry 
the message that the people of 
Mariental are not forgotten, and 

that God loves them. “We look 
forward to repeat that in future,” 
he said.
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The year 2013 marks a 
key moment in Methodist 
history in Benin, namely the 

celebration of both 170 years of 
the arrival of Methodism in Benin 
and 20 years of church autonomy. 

These two key events were 
celebrated recently in the coastal 
town of Ouidah. “Believers from 
all over the country came to 
celebrate and share in their joy 
together,” writes Eyitayô Charles 
Yaï, lay mission coordinator. “The 
events began with a procession 
through Ouidah with believers 
wearing clothes made from 
cloth specially designed for the 
occasion. At Holy Spirit Church in 

Ouidah, ministers and a host of 
other church members, guest and 
officials attended the anniversary 
service. 

“As well as the choirs from our 
churches, there were two other 
choirs from Togo that came to 

celebrate with us. The delegation 
from the Methodist Church in Togo 
included the Revd Charles Klagba 
(head of Church) and the general 
secretary, the Revd Lawson. The 
Revd Klagba preached a message 
based on Micah 6:8 – ‘He has 
shown you, O mortal, what is 
good. And what does the Lord 
require of you? To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.’ The church then 
hosted an enormous concert on 
Ouidah beach.”

Other events to mark the two 
anniversaries will take place in 
districts and local churches across 
Benin throughout the year.

Benin: 170 years of Methodism, 20 years of autonomy

For more information 
please contact Olubunmi 
Olayisade, partnership 

coordinator for 
Africa, at wcr.africa@

methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Nationals in Mission Appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

NAtIONALS IN MISSION APPOINtMENtS

Since 2006, the East 
Anglia District has been 
developing a twinning link 

with the United Methodist Church 
in Latvia. 

As part of this growing 
relationship, East Anglia District 
assembled a team of willing 
enthusiasts with building and DIY 
skills, who were then dispatched 
to Latvia to help the Church there 
with some essential building 
work. The ‘Bob the Builder’ team, 

as they were called, helped 
with essential work at the Hope 
Centre in Straupe – a women’s 
refuge run by the Latvian 
Methodist Church.

The link between Latvia and East 
Anglia continues to grow. Recently, 
three Latvian ministers visited 
East Anglia, where they joined the 
district’s ministerial retreat.

‘Bob the Builder’ work teams in Latvia

Shubhro and Elisabeth 
Mullick are NMA 
postholders serving the 

Church of North India as doctors 
at the Khristiya Seva Niketan 
(KSN) hospital in Sarenga, West 
Bengal. Here, they share a few 
highlights from the past year: 

“It is probably significant that 
two of our new doctors appointed 
this year have spent years 
working abroad, and we have 
been blessed to have two further 
British doctors (Thomas Lamb 
and Vasundhara Verma) to join 
our team. Tom and Vasu are yet 
another answer to our prayers. 
They have given up a year of their 
working lives in the UK to come 
as volunteers to work with us in 
Medicine and Paediatrics.

“It is yet another answer to prayer 
that the West Bengal Nursing 
Council seemed quite happy on 
their recent visit. The Nursing 
Council are responsible for 
regularly assessing the Hospital 
and Nursing Training School to 
ensure it has met the criteria to 
retain its licence to train general 
nursing and midwifery students 
on the three-year GNM training 
programme.

“Last March, KSN ran its first 
medical mobile camp. Since 
then, we have seen thousands 
of patients in the community. We 
are not convinced of the value 
of these camps, but the Indian 
government is keen to promote 
this means of healthcare in the 
more distant rural areas.”

Caring for the sick in West Bengal

For more information please contact Roy Crowder, partnership 
coordinator for Europe, at wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information please 
contact Steve Pearce, 

partnership coordinator for 
Asia/Pacific, at  
wcr.asiapacific@

methodistchurch.org.uk

KSN staff undergo resuscitation training, using 
equipment purchased with funds donated by 
the Genetics Department at St Mary’s Hospital 
Manchester and the Ayrshire Maternity and 
Neonatal Unit. “This equipment has been a 
huge motivation,” says Elisabeth.

mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Last December, Mark and 
Carolyn Lawrence were 
sent out to Guyana as 

new mission partners. Here, 
Carolyn shares some of their first 
impressions of their new home: 

“Guyana is an interesting place 
– geographically part of South 
America, but culturally part 
of the Caribbean. The people 
comprise many nationalities, 
but all seem to live amicably 
side by side. There is a strong 
Christian ethos in the country 
with many claiming to be at 
least nominally part of the 
Church. As a developing nation 
there are many problems with 
infrastructure and issues 
relating to poverty, so there is a 
lot of work to be done!

“Mark is minister of eight churches 
in the Mahaica area along the 
coast with a special remit to 
develop men’s work. I am a 
primary school teacher with a role 
as a lay worker working in schools 
and churches to develop work 
with children, young people and 
women. We found it hard going 
being so far away from our loved 
ones particularly at Christmas, but 
are now feeling more settled and 
getting into the work here. We are 
now working in several schools 
doing devotions and lunchtime 
Bible clubs and distributing 
children’s Bibles in cooperation 
with the Guyana Bible society. I am 
also helping to train teachers with 
regard to phonics and reading, as 
well as working with small groups 
of children in areas of self-esteem.

“It’s early days yet, but we feel 
God has sent us here for a reason 
and are excited to see what he will 
do over the coming two years. We 
would value your prayers for us as 
we work alongside the churches 
and schools here to bring God’s 
light and love to the people we 
meet on our journey.”

MISSION PARtNER NEWS

Michael Holland serves as 
a mission partner with 
the Eglise Méthodiste du 

Togo in West Africa. In February, he 
conducted a training seminar for 
the pastors of the church, focusing 
on a Christian approach to conflict 
management.

Twenty-four pastors gathered 
from across the country to share 
their experiences of conflict 
in the Church and reflect on 
biblical material to help develop 
an understanding of kingdom 
values that could be taken into 
account when approaching 
conflict. A model of conflict 

handling detailing five distinct 
modes of approach (the Thomas-
Kilmann Instrument) was used 
to aid a deeper understanding of 
each participant’s own preferred 
approaches to conflict, the other 

modes and options available and 
the pros and cons of each. The 
day ended with role-play as the 
participants practiced the skills 
and knowledge they had learned 
earlier in the day.

The seminar was made possible 
by the generous support of 
Methodists in the Cumbria District 
of the British Methodist Church. 
It will enable pastors to better 
approach and manage conflict 
in their congregations, across 
the Church and in their own 
ministries and in so doing promote 
the ministry and mission of the 
Church.

Blessed are the peacemakers
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Settling down in Guyana
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Keep up to date
To follow World Church prayers on Twitter, follow  
@methodistprayer. 

Keep up with regional partnership coordinators 
as they travel to meet Partner Churches and 
organisations all over the world at  
worldchurch.posterous.com.

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church

Volunteer tour in 
Israel/Palestine

The Methodist Liaison Office in Jerusalem, 
which is supported by the Methodist 
Church in Britain’s World Mission Fund, 

is organising an international volunteer tour in 
Israel/Palestine between 22 September and 4 
October.

The tour will include visits to holy sites 
(including Jerusalem’s Old City, the Sea of 
Galilee, Capernaum and Bethlehem) and 
visits to partner projects and organizations. 
You will also get to worship with a local 
Christian congregation, meet representatives 
from the three faith communities and staff 
at the Methodist Liaison Office, participate 
in a spiritual and educational experience and 
volunteer with a Methodist partner project of 
your choice. 

For further information, visit  
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/
volunteer-tour-in-israelpalestine

The new edition of 
Mission Matters is 
now available to 
download online or 
order from Methodist 
publishing. To access 
Mission Matters 
online, go to: 
www.methodist.org.
uk/mission/mission-
matters-magazine 

https://twitter.com/methodistprayer
http://worldchurch.posterous.com/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/volunteer-tour-in-israelpalestine
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/volunteer-tour-in-israelpalestine
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/mission-matters-magazine
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/mission-matters-magazine
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/mission-matters-magazine
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All the Partner Churches, partner 
organisations, NMA postholders, 
scholarship students and 
mission partners that you 
regularly read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by the 
Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, through the sharing of 

both resources and personnel.

You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
The Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist Church 

House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please make 
cheques payable to ‘Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund’.
Photo: Remote Brazilian 
Methodist communities in 
Manaus worshipping God 
together.

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Pray for the ministry of the Church in Honduras, 
and also for Tom Quenet as he starts a new phase 
of ministry in Northumberland.

Praise God for the relationship that is being built 
between Methodists in the East Anglia District and 
the Church in Latvia. 

Praise God for the Church in Benin’s growth over 
the past 170 years – especially for its 20 years of 
autonomy.

Pray for the churches in Rehoboth and Mariental 
in Namibia, that the links between both will 
continue to grow and be fruitful.

Pray for the staff of the KSN hospital in West 
Bengal, and for all the work they do in the 
community.

Pray for Michael Holland, his family and the 

Methodist Church in Togo, they may continue 
working together for peace.

Pray for the Lawrences as they settle into their 
roles as new mission partners in Guyana.

PRAyER POINtS

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate

