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“Do you not know that 
in a race the runners 
all compete, but only 

one receives the prize? 
Run in such a way 

that you may win it. 
Athletes exercise self-

control in all things; 
they do it to receive a 

perishable garland, but 
we an imperishable 

one.” 
1 Corinthians 9:24-25 

(NRSV)
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This month marks the 
third anniversary 
of the Haiti 

earthquake disaster. 

“By God’s grace we have 
picked ourselves up and 
have been rebuilding,” 
says the Revd Gesner 
Paul, president of the 
Methodist Church of 
Haiti. 

“We would like to specially thank our 
partners for their solidarity, support 
and their dedication to the Haitian 
cause.  We must face the challenge 
of working to raise Haiti from the 
ashes.  We have been called to work 
in a difficult context, but as leaders, 
we must be the last ones to lose 
hope.  Yes, let us maintain this hope 
that helps us triumph and believe that 
rebirth is still possible.”   

In total, Methodists in Britain raised 
£500,000 to send support to the 
Methodist Church in Haiti. These 
funds are being used to reinforce 
physical reconstruction and community 
development, with a particular focus on 
health and Christian education.  

The Methodist Church in 
Britain also recently sent 
two mission partners 
to Haiti – our first in 
twenty years. John 
and Sharon Harbottle 
arrived in Haiti at the 
end of August 2012 to 
work with the Eglise 
Methodiste d’Haiti; John 
is a medical doctor and 
Sharon is a teacher with 

a degree in theology.

“The Methodist Church in Haiti has really 
valued our solidarity during the past two 
years since the earthquake of January 
2010,” says the Revd Tom Quenet. 
“Standing alongside the Haitian people 
with financial offerings, regular visits, 
and ongoing advice and support has 
been very important in providing a strong 
sense that they are not in this alone.” 

You can read all about the rebuilding 
work in Haiti in the recently published 
Haiti Update. For free copies, please 
write to our fundraising manager 
Victoria Ireland at missionfunding@
methodistchurch.org.uk, or you 
can download an e-version at www.
methodist.org.uk/media/755316/wc-
haiti-update-0113.pdf

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

Let us rise up and build

For more information please contact Thomas Quenet at  
wcr.americascarib@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Relief work in Japan 
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The Methodist Church in 
Britain’s World Mission Fund 
has supported the work of 

the International Prison Chaplains’ 
Association (IPCA) with a general 
grant of £4,000. This grant enabled 
prison chaplains from Eastern 
Europe to participate in the IPCA 
conference in Romania last summer. 

IPCA is an associated part of the 
Conference of European Churches, 
of which MCB is a member. Some 
120 chaplains from Protestant, 
Orthodox and Catholic Churches 
attended the conference. The 
presenters were Fr Richard Rohr 

(a Franciscan monk and founder 
of the Centre for Action and 
Contemplation in New Mexico) and 
the Revd Martin Earl, a Methodist 
minister working at HMP Altcourse 
in Fazakerley, near Liverpool.

“We are extremely grateful to the 
Methodist Church in Britain for the 
gift towards our participation in the 
IPCA Europe event in Romania,” said 
Gintaras Verbas, a prison chaplain 
from Lithuania. “This conference 
is fruitful for the European prison 
chaplains and ministers. It is at 
such conferences that we learn 
together how to minister despite our 

wide denominational spectrum and 
differences.”

“We had a rich choice of 
workshops. The subjects were 
particularly relevant to the 
Lithuanian group of chaplains 
who wish to develop their work to 
include the restorative justice and 
human rights issues.”

For more information please 
contact Roy Crowder, 

partnership coordinator for 
Europe, at wcr.europe@
methodistchurch.org.uk  

Spiritual refreshment for prison chaplains

ARI SALT students the Revds Sang Bik Cem & 
Nishantha Gunaratne

Metal from tsunami damage in Ishinomaki 
being prepared for recycling

On behalf of the Methodist 
Church in Britain, the Revd 
Alan Ashton travelled to 

Japan as a delegate to the thirty 
eighth assembly of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan (UCCJ) 
late last year.  

During his trip, Alan visited the 
Asian Rural Institute (ARI) in 
Nasushiobara, where MCB have two 
SALT sponsored students, one from 
the Methodist Church in Sri Lanka 
and the other from the Methodist 

Church in Upper Myanmar. He also 
visited mission partners Daniel 
and Yasuko Dellming and their 
three children at Kwansei Gakuin 
University in Nishinomiya (see www.
kwansei.ac.jp/english), and Sheila 
Norris, who works at Kwassui 
Women’s College in Nagasaki.  

“It was a privilege to meet Otsu 
Kenichi, the chair of ARI,” Alan 
said. “I also visited earthquake 
and tsunami relief projects in the 
northeast of Honshu Island. 

The visit to Kwassui Women’s 
College was made over two days. 
Sheila Norris has been working 
here for many years. We met 
with Kiyoyuki Nihei, dean of the 
chaplains, and I was able to support 
and affirm Sheila in her work.”

You can read more about Alan’s 
visit on www.worldchurch.
posterous.com. To ask Alan 
to speak about Japan to your 
congregation, circuit or district, 
please email him at revalan42@
btinternet.com  

If you would like to explore 
volunteering in Japan for 
UCCJ relief work, please  
contact Steve Pearce, 

partnership coordinator for 
Asia, at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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Despite limited resources 
and other restrictions, 
the Methodist Church in 

Cuba has been experiencing great 
growth in recent years.

The Methodist Church in Britain 
gave the Cuban Church a grant of 
£5,000 last year to enable their 
work. This grant has enabled the 
Church to host its annual Mission 
Partner Institute: a gathering 
of all its mission partners (or 
misioneros, as they are known 
in Cuba). “This gathering allows 
us to guide them, train them, 
enable them to have fellowship 
and to nourish one another with 
the testimonies of which they are 
witnesses in their mission, for the 
glory of God,” says Bishop Ricardo 
Pereira, who heads the Cuban 
Methodist Church. 

“In the Pinar del Rio province, in 
the town of Mantua, there was 
previously no Methodist Church, 

nor an evangelical Church of any 
sort. A missionary was sent to 
plant a church in that area, in 
which there were issues with 
access to water. The inhabitants 
used to have to walk long 
distances in order to obtain water. 
The arrival of the missionary was 
a blessing to the people because 
when everyone else said it was 
impossible, he prayed in his own 
back garden that God would allow 

him to dig a well, despite negative 
and discouraging comments. He 
began to dig and at seven metres 
deep he stuck a water source. 
Thanks to this testimony of 
provision, many people have come 
to know Christ and the mission 
is prospering. The community 
has not only benefited from the 
natural water source but also 
from the streams of living water of 
salvation.”

Cuba: mission partner institute enabled by grant 

With the help of a £7,500 
grant from the World 
Mission Fund, the 

Christian Study Centre in Pakistan 
has been successfully promoting 
interfaith relations and carrying  
out various peace-building 
activities. 

Christine Amjad-Ali, the centre’s 
director, shared a story highlighting 
some of the progress the 
Pakistani Church has seen as a 
result of the centre’s work, from a 
Muslim religious leader in one of 
the centre’s interfaith harmony 

programmes in a particularly 
intolerant area of the Punjab. 

“This leader has shared with us the 
extent to which his own approach 

has been changed by the training 
he has received,” Christine said. 
“He notes that he is now careful 
that his Friday sermons do not 
include any disparaging remarks 
about other faiths. He has also got 
to know one of the local Christian 
pastors in his area and for the first 
time in his life has visited a church. 
The families of the two religious 
leaders have also developed 
friendly relations and shared meals 
together. It is hard to explain to 
those who do not know the context 
just what an amazing witness to 
the grace of God that this is.”

Peace building in Pakistan

Cuban mission partners at the mission partner Institute

A Christian Study Centre seminar
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Malcolm and Gina Oliver 
are settling down to life 
as mission partners 

in Maputo, Mozambique, where 
Malcolm will be working as a 
minister and Gina as a mobile 
clinic nurse. In a recent newsletter, 
they shared the experience of  
their first few days in their new 
home:

“We travelled on Ethiopian airways 
via Addis Ababa to Maputo and 
were warmly greeted by church 
members and the Bishop before 
being taken to our new home. It is 
close to the city centre, not too far 
from the Methodist church where 

we will focus some of our time.
“On our first Sunday, worship 
began just after 9.00am local 
time (7.00am in UK) and ended 
just before midday, a short break 
before a welcome banquet in 

the hall next door - and then the 
cutting of a welcome cake.

“Worship style is traditional using 
a service book, in a mixture of 
Portuguese and Xirhonga. Malcolm 
was asked to bless a month old 
baby during the service. It felt so 
good to be part of the worshipping 
community and begin to listen to 
the languages which we need to be 
able to communicate in. We arrived 
back at our home tired, but happy.”

MissiON PARtNER NEWs

For more information,  
please contact Dr Olubunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Welcome, cake, Portuguese and Xirhonga

Mission Tent

Barry Sloan serves as 
evangelism coordinator in the 
Evangelisch Methodistisch-

Kirche (Evangelical Methodist 
Church) in Germany. He coordinates 
the work of the Tent Mission, an 
outreach that is supported by the 
Fund for Mission in Europe (FMiE). 

Last year, the Tent Mission was 
able to serve not only in Germany, 
but other European countries as 
well: Serbia, Hungary, Slovakia, 
Estonia, Norway, France, Finland, 
Sweden, Poland and England. 
Barry received this ‘thank you’ 
message below from one of the 
many people who encountered the 
Tent Mission on their travels: 

“Very many thanks to the Tent 
Mission. I was in the tent with you 

this summer, and was allowed to 
have a very special encounter. The 
atmosphere during prayer time 
in the tent was very special and I 
felt that God was present. HE was 
amongst us, in the tent. 

As I was praying myself, it was 
as if God newly came into me. It 

was an unbelievable experience, 
I felt something light and warm 
– a feeling and state I had never 
experienced before. After prayer 
time, I went home with a joyful and 
light heart. And even now, weeks 
later, I am noticing how the days 
with the Tent Mission have changed 
me. Please come back soon.”

Cutting the ‘Welcome’ cake
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Children and young people at one of Tent Mission’s tents
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MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Michael and Joanna Tettey are mission 
partners in Sierra Leone. At present, Michael 
is overseeing all the developmental work 

currently undertaken by the Methodist Church in Sierra 
Leone. This includes the paralegal work the Church is 
doing to support the poorest people in the country.

“As many people know, the civil war in Sierra Leone 
destroyed a number of institutions – both physically 
and intellectually, and the legal sector was no 
exception,” Michael explains. 

“As a result access to justice is often the domain of 
the educated and those with the economic strength 
to do so. Usually the poor, especially women and 
children, are denied their basic rights due to their 
inability to pay for this service. The paralegal work 
undertaken by the Church is designed to address this 

imbalance and is seen as the Church taking a stand 

for the marginalised and downtrodden, especially 

– but not limited to – women, children and those 

marginalised in the society, to access justice at little 

or no expense to them. The Church is partnering with 

a number of civil society organisations to deliver this 

project in the southern and eastern parts of Sierra 

Leone.”

Paralegal support for Sierra Leone’s marginalised 

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church

OVERSEAS OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteer software trainer required
The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga seeks a volunteer Quick Books  
Premier and/or Quick Books Point of Sale trainer software trainer

The Friendly Island Bookshop, run by the Free Wesleyan Church of  
Tonga, is looking for a volunteer trainer to train the bookstore’s  
accountant to use the above mentioned software packages. The  
placement would be for approximately six months and would be crucial 
in supporting the modernisation of the bookstore, as it is the main 
bookseller in Tonga. For more information please write to Steve Pearce 
at wcr.asiapacifc@methodistchurch.org.uk.

Relief work volunteer
The United Church of Christ in Japan earthquake and tsunami relief 
work is seeking volunteers for the next three to five years. Please see 
www.ameblo.jp/jishin-support-uccj and contact Steve Pearce at 
wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

2013 Amity  
Easter Tour  
in China,  
12-19 April 
Register now before 31  
January for the 2013 Amity  
Easter Tour in Bejing and  
the Saanxi Province, where 
it is hoped that participants 
will gain greater understand-
ing of the country and its 
people. For details, see  
www.methodist.org.uk/op-
portunitiesinasiapacific

A workshop training session for paralegal advisors

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church
mailto:wcr.asiapacifc%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Volunteer%20software%20trainer
http://www.ameblo.jp/jishin-support-uccj
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World Church Relationships | News Bulletin January/February 2013  |  page 6

What does it feel like to set out on 
a journey into the unknown? Are 
we willing to venture out believing 
that God draws us further on and 
that Jesus Christ travels with us, 
enabling us to face an uncertain 
future with courage?

The Easter Offering Service for 
2013 will help us reflect on 
these themes as we travel in 

the company of other pilgrims, 
discovering, with them, that 
in venturing out we become 
guests of the world. The Easter 
Offering raises money for the 
World Mission Fund, enabling the 
Methodist Church in Britain to 
partner with overseas churches 
and organisations and support 
mission personnel all over 
the world. To download all the 

resources go to www.methodist.
org.uk/easteroffering
 

RESOURCES

OVERsEAs OPPORtUNitiEs

(WCC) Stewards  
Programme
Young Christians from around 
the world are invited to apply by 
7 February 2013 to the World 
Council of Churches (WCC)Stew-
ards Programme for a three-week, 
hands-on learning experience at 
the WCC’s tenth assembly from 23 
October to 10 November. Appli-
cants must be between the ages 
of 18 and 30.  Click here for more 
info: www.oikoumene.org/en/pro-
grammes/the-wcc-and-the-ecumen-

ical-movement-in-the-21st-century/
youth-in-the-ecumenical-movement/
stewards-programme.html

Communication  
professionals wanted
The WCC is also seeking young 
communication professionals  
from its member churches and 
ecumenical partners to work for 
the upcoming Assembly. This will 
be an opportunity for skilled young 
communicators to work with a 
diverse team of communication 

professionals from around  
the world. 

For more information please 
visit www.oikoumene.org/en/
news/news-management/eng/a/
article/1634/wcc-invites-young-
communi.html?tx_ttnews%5Bcat%
5D=4&cHash=b26af33982a5cd5
5841cd587cfcac868. Applications 
close on 31 January. 

The theme of the WCC assembly 
will be God of life, lead us to jus-
tice and peace.  

Easter Offering 2013: Beyond the Harbour Wall 

Registered charity no. 1132208.   © Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes, 2013  

For more information on the work of World Church Relationships, please contact:  
Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR   

Tel: 020 7486 5502 (helpdesk)  
Email: helpdesk@methodistchurch.org.uk   

Website: www.methodist.org.uk

BEYOND THE HARBOUR WALL
This act of worship enables the Methodist Church in Britain and Ireland to give 

to the work of the 65 Partner Churches overseas. 

You can donate directly to the World Mission Fund by going to  
www.justgiving.co.uk/mcfworldmission or cheques can be sent to Fundraising, 

The Methodist Church, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR.  
Email: missionfunding@methodistchurch.org.uk

Your local Easter Offering Service is prepared by Methodist 
Women in Britain on behalf of the World Mission Fund.

Story 3
The third story is different, summing up the whole idea 
of going beyond; taking a great risk and being willing 
to give all, linking well with the communion set.

A story from Central America, told by the revd Juan 
de Dios Pena, president of the Methodist Church 
in El Salvador, a partner church supported by the 
World Mission Fund.

In my country there is much violence being done by 
gangs. One gang leader was known as “El Diablo” – 
the devil. El Diablo’s gang used to persecute the local 
church very much. He would even attack the pastor 
physically. Everybody was afraid of El Diablo.

One day, El Diablo was badly injured in the stomach 
and was taken to hospital. He lost a lot of blood, but 
even his gang members refused to give him blood. 
That was how much they hated him. Then the pastor of 
the Church went to the hospital to visit El Diablo, and 
before he left, he donated blood for him.

El Diablo recovered from his injuries and left the 
hospital. One Sunday, while the members of the Church 
were at worship, the door burst open and in walked El 
Diablo. Everyone waited to see what he would do. He 
marched straight up to the front of the church where 
the pastor stood, knelt down at the communion rail 
and gave his life to Christ. He turned to the pastor and 
asked “Why did you give your blood for me?”

The pastor replied that it was because of Jesus who 
died on the cross so that everyone might have eternal 
life.

Through the pastor’s example of living the life of Jesus 
Christ, El Diablo and other members of his gang have 
become members and youth leaders of the Methodist 
Church in El Salvador. People in the local community 
now say that the devil has become a Methodist!

PrAyErS oF IntErCESSIon
A scallop shell template is included with these notes. 
You should be able to cut 6 from an A4 sheet of paper. 
Please distribute these to the congregation with the 
orders of service.

The leader will need to invite the congregation to write 
down names and concerns for prayer on the scallop 
shells and either bring them forward themselves to put 
in the boat, or they could be collected up in baskets by 
stewards and then placed in the boat.

Story 1
The first story is a personal story telling of someone 
guiding the way and can be linked with the gospel 
stories of Jesus getting into and travelling by boat.

Graham and Jenny Longbottom are both doctors. 
they served as mission partners in the Solomon 
Islands for three years and returned to Britain last 
April.

During Jenny’s last few months in the Solomon Islands, 
she organised a medical and dental tour of south 
Choiseul. The tour provided residents of this area with 
the first dental treatment they had had for several years.

Jenny and Graham were joined by Annette - an 
Australian audiologist sent to the Solomon Islands by 
the Australian Uniting Church. With Annette on board, 
they were able to provide the first ear, nose and throat 
service of any sort in Choiseul Province.

One day, after two successful clinic visits to the villages 
of Papara and Posarae, the Longbottoms set off south 
to visit another village. As they travelled, their boat 
encountered very rough seas and heavy rain, and they 
were forced to seek refuge for the night.

“We headed into an inlet and we were met by a lady 
with two children,” says Graham. “We told her our 
situation and she promptly left the children, jumped 
into our canoe and guided us to a hall where we could 
spend the night. After a comfortable night we were 
able to continue the tour the following morning.”

Story 2
This story of communities links well with the idea of 
people who have inspired us and the symbolism of 
‘tools of the trade.’ It shows that something practical is 
being done.

Maggie Patchett, a mission partner in Belize, works 
with children and vulnerable young people.

In Belize, half the population is under the age of 19. 
Drugs, poverty and gang violence are major problems. 
People are frightened to go out at night and this affects 
church activities. Two years ago, the prime minister 
called the gang leaders together. For a while there was 
a truce, but violence soon resurfaced again.

One of the prime causes of disaffection is the lack of 
educational opportunities. There are few high schools 
in Belize, and though places are available at a small 
number of technical colleges, their entry requirements 
include high school exam passes.

Ebenezer Church, where Maggie worships, seeks 
to address issues such as self-worth and anger 
management and runs parenting classes. Together with 
Action for Children, the Church has devised a three-year 
strategy for training, running leadership seminars and 
outreach projects, and was developing policies and 
procedures for child protection.

Methodist Church in Britain has made a grant of 
£30,000 to the Methodist Church in Belize, towards 
building a high school in Belmopan, the nation’s capital. 
When the building work is done, the school should be 
able to offer places to 90 new students each year.

While Maggie was serving in Belize, she responded to 
a call to train as a deacon. She returned to the UK in 
January to start her training.
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Keep up to date with 
partnership coordinator visits 
by visiting www.worldchurch.
posterous.com. Steve Pearce 
recently visited partners in Sri 
Lanka; you can read all about 

his visit here.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/prayer-and-worship/lent-and-easter/easter-offering?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Methodist+Church+&utm_campaign=2062051_E-News+(January+2013)&utm_content=Easter-Offering-2013&dm_i=BVI,18737,3SB5T6,45GMN,1
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http://www.oikoumene.org/en/news/news-management/eng/a/article/1634/wcc-invites-young-communi.html?tx_ttnews%5Bcat%5D=4&cHash=b26af33982a5cd55841cd587cfcac868
http://www.worldchurch.posterous.com
http://www.worldchurch.posterous.com
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All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.  
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate 
Alternately, send a cheque to:  
The Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’. 

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Praise God for all the rebuilding that has taken 
place in Haiti since the earthquake, and pray for 
the Church there as it continues to help in the 
rebuilding process.

Pray for all the prison chaplains who benefit from 
the work of the IPCA.

Pray for our mission partners in Japan, and for the 
relief work the UCCJ is doing. 

Pray for the Methodist Church in Cuba’s misioneros 
(mission partners) as they minister in the most 
remote parts of the country.

Praise God for the ways that the Christian Study 
Centre has helped foster good relations between 
different faith groups in Pakistan.  

Pray for Malcolm and Gina Oliver as they settle 
down to working in Mozambique.

Pray for Barry Sloan and the Tent Mission’s work 
across Europe.  

Pray for the Tetteys, and for the paralegal work being 
done by the Methodist Church in Sierra Leone. 

PRAYER POiNts

PHOTO: The Revd Prinsan stands in front of the ruins of The Methodist 
Church in Sri Lanka’s Navajeevanam (New Life) mission centre with his 
daughter. The church was brought back into weekly use a few days ago 
and as its entrance sign says, it is “ready for both service and sacrifice”. 
The Methodist Church in Britain World Mission Fund supported the New 
Life mission centre last year by sending the Methodist Church in Sri Lanka 
a grant of £50,000 to develop its mission work

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate



