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“Again he went away 
for the second time 

and prayed, ‘My Father, 
if this cannot pass 

unless I drink it, your 
will be done.’” 

Matthew 26:42 (NRSV)
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*Scholarship and 
Leadership Training 
(SALT) Programme: 

This programme funds 
men and women  

to study advanced/ 
post-graduate  

courses in a cross-
cultural setting. 

Steve Pearce, World Church 
partnership coordinator for Asia 
& the Pacific, recently travelled to 

Sri Lanka to meet local church leaders. 

One of the projects Steve visited 
during his trip was the Navajeevanam 
(new life) project in northern Sri 
Lanka. Navajeevanam was founded by 
Methodist missionaries 60 years ago, 
who, frustrated by the caste system 
which denied opportunities to some, 
built this Christian community where 
young people could learn practical 
skills such as farming. Five years ago, 
Navajeevanam was right on the front 
line of fighting in Sri Lanka’s civil war. 
The LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam) occupied Navajeevanam, and 
then when they were driven north in the 
final phase of the war, they destroyed 
all the buildings to prevent their use by 
the Sri Lankan army.  

PARtNeR CHuRCHes ANd ORgANIsAtIONs

For more information please contact Steve Pearce at  
wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

Bringing new life A grant from the World Mission Fund 
was given last year to begin rehabilita-
tion of the centre. The Revd Nishante 
was appointed as director for the proj-
ect. Revd Nishante recently returned 
from organic farming and leadership 
training at the Asian Rural Institute in 
Japan, where he was funded by a World 
Mission Fund SALT* scholarship. 

Steve also visited mission partners 
Lynn and Manny Jacob and Mervyn 
and Claudette Kilpatrick. “Mannie and 
Lynn have been in Sri Lanka for five 
months and have settled in well at 
the Theological College,” says Steve. 
“They have done a lot of work to 
make their apartment on the campus 
very welcoming (Mannie enjoyed the 
opportunity to exercise his woodworking 
skills), and their Sri Lankan cooking is 
first-rate. Mannie is enjoying teaching 
and Lynn is very much appreciated for 
her work in the library. 

“Claudette and Mervyn Kilpatrick 
travelled from their circuit appointment 
at Mt Lavinia south of Colombo to the 
Theological College of Lanka so that 
we could have time together. They 
too are enjoying their placement and 
contributing appreciably to the life 
of the whole circuit, while building 
up the size and life of their main 
congregation.”

mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Please%20send%20me%20more%20information
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During 
Hayley 
Moss’ 

recent visit to 
the Methodist 
Church in 
Brazil, she 

met with several people involved 
in key areas of ministry and visited 
several church-run programmes. 

In Rio de Janeiro, she visited a 
social project jointly funded by the 
Methodist Church in Brazil and the 
Brazilian government. This project 
provides baking and computer 
classes, a nursery, a medical 
centre, a music programme  
and a sports programme. She 
then met the residents of a 

residential care home funded 
entirely by the Brazilian Methodist 
Church.

Hayley also spent some time 
with the Maruwai community of 
the Macuxi tribe in the Amazon. 
She writes: “Upon arrival we were 
greeted by Pastor Cize, first native 
pastor of the Methodist Church 
in Brazil and the spiritual leader 
of the Maruwai community, and 
Nathaniel, the political leader of 
the community. There are 188 
people in the Maruwai community 
including about 40 children. They 
live in traditional huts with brick 
walls and roofs made out of some 
sort of woven plant – they have to 
rebuild these huts every five years.

“Pastor Cize came to the Maruwai 
community years ago to tell them 
the gospel; the community has 
responded over the years to the 
message of the gospel and now 
95% of the tribe are Christians and 
members of the Methodist Church. 
Not really what I expected to find 
after travelling for four hours to 
a remote Amazonian tribe! It’s 
amazing how far the family of God 
stretches.”

Another highlight of Hayley’s 
visit was meeting with the 
Confederation of Youth of the 
Methodist Church in Brazil in Sao 
Paolo. The meeting’s agenda 
included structure and

Continued over page

Youth President Hayley Moss in Brazil

PARtNeR CHuRCHes ANd ORgANIsAtIONs

The World Mission Fund recently gave a grant of 
£9,975 to the Church of North India last year 
to help with the construction of an eye clinic. 

Work on the Good Shepherd Eye Clinic (as it will be 
called) started in December. The clinic is situated in 
the diocese of Durgapur in West Bengal.

West Bengal has a population of about 80 million 
people. “Almost a million of them have problems 
with their sight, and it is estimated that 12 in every 
1,000 are blind,” says Steve Pearce, partnership 
coordinator for Asia & the Pacific. “Only half of those 
who could benefit from a cataract operation will have 
the opportunity. 

“Against these sorts of statistics, the Diocese of 
Durgapur feels compelled to do more than preach 
about sight for the blind. Its proposal is to set up an 
eye clinic – and then once it is up and running, to 

Giving sight to the blind

use its contacts locally and internationally to provide 
ongoing running costs medicine, minor surgery, 
glasses, mobile eye clinics and checkups.”
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From previous page

organisation, youth training and mission projects for 
this coming year. Hayley’s blog posts and photos can 
be found on worldchurch.posterous.com. 

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church

Andy Dye, a mission partner 
in Grenada, shares about 
a few of the projects he’s 

been involved in recently:

“A lot of the work I do in school is 
about encouragement. After one 
particular day this past month 
I was chatting with a colleague 
about the challenges we face 
at Wesley College. We had had 
a day when the students were 
generally very disrupted, with a 
number of fights and then we 
held a parent/teacher meeting 
where the participation of parents 
was very low. I had a number of 
conversations afterwards with 
teachers, to encourage them that 

although the work is often difficult 
with very few resources, we do 
our best. If we don’t get stuck in 
and fight for the many vulnerable 
children, who we see at Wesley 
College, then who will? One of my 
hopes for the next few years is 
that the Methodist community in 
Grenada will also renew its vision 
and energy for the schools it looks 
after.

“The Bethel Adult fellowship 
(which I am part of) ran a food 
distribution this month, in the 
style of foodbanks in the UK. The 
group have recognised that there 
are many ‘hidden’ families in the 
area around the church who are 

living in poverty. They are hidden 
because the areas seem quite 
affluent but many simple dwellings 
are away from the road and are 
unseen. It was an eye and heart-
opening experience to visit those 
homes, to share both food and 
prayer in outreach. Grenada has 
a feeling of general wellbeing 
and my Grenadian friends were 
shocked at the living conditions of 
some families. This is a fairly new 
outreach for the fellowship, who 
are just ‘breaking the ground’ in 
trying to move outside the walls of 
the church. It is inspiring for me 
to be part of this group who are 
trying to solve local problems with 
local solutions.”

Feeding Grenada’s ‘hidden’ families
MIssION PARtNeR NeWs

PARtNeR CHuRCHes ANd ORgANIsAtIONs

For more information please contact 
Thomas Quenet at wcr.americascaribb@

methodistchurch.org.uk

http://worldchurch.posterous.com
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church
mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Please%20send%20me%20more%20information
mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Please%20send%20me%20more%20information


World Church Relationships | News Bulletin March 2013  |  page 4World Church Relationships | News Bulletin

*Nationals in Mission Appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner 
Churches to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their 
home churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

Reaching out 
to youth in 
Kyrgyzstan 
 
 
 

Yulia Starodubets, youth 
coordinator in Central Asia 
District UMC and NMA* 

postholder, is a qualified doctor 
and a second year probationer 
minister of the UMC in Kyrgyzstan, 
Eurasia. The UMC in Kyrgyzstan is 

only ten years old and some of the 
challenges including having to work 
in difficult economic conditions.

Roy Crowder, partnership 
coordinator for Europe, met Yulia 
at the International and Migrant 
Congregations Seminar in Stuttgart 
this February, along with Sing-Sing, 
Kashung Wungsingphi [surname, 
given name] from farthest north-
east India who is a medical student 
at the International University and 
a leading member of the English 
Language Methodist Student 
Group, run by Yulia. 

In her current role in Kyrgyzstan, 
Yulia works with English language 
youth from all over central Asia 

who gather to worship God, listen 
to preaching by a youth member, 
pray for one another, the worldwide 
Methodist Church and youth all 
over the world, study the Bible 
together, discuss youth related 
issues and reach out to youth of 
other religions with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. As a result of these 
mid-week gatherings, there has 
been growth in general church 
participation and many previously 
unchurched youth have come to 
Christ. Youth ministry is a priority 
for the district as a whole. 
 
 For more information please 

contact Roy Crowder at  
wcr.europe@methodistchurch 

.org.uk

NAtIONALs IN MIssION APPOINtMeNts

of the first churches to respond 
to the refugee crisis in the area, 
and has a congregation and a day 
care centre in one of the refugee 
camps. 
 
 “We believe our witness in 
Rundu is critical,” says the Revd 
Kenaleone Ketshabile of MCSA. 
“The area faces great challenges of 
poverty and unemployment. There 
are still displaced people in the 
Kavango Mission area. The rural 
villagers in this area need pastoral 
care and the strengthening of the 
body of Christ. 

The Revd Brian Mabone has 
served as bishop of Mozambique 
District and has extensive pastoral 

Refuge for the 
refugees

The Revd Brian Mabone is 
an NMA postholder with the 
Methodist Church of Southern 

Africa (MCSA), responsible for 
evangelism, church growth and 
childcare work in MCSA’s Kavango 
Mission in Namibia.

Kavango Mission is very rural, 
consisting of about six societies. 
Rundu is the only town in the area, 
and is situated more than 700km 
north of Windhoek, Namibia’s 
capital.In the early 80s, Rundu was 
primarily a refugee camp, mainly for 
people from Angola. MCSA was one 

experience. “He is passionate 
about serving in rural and semi-
rural areas of our Connexion,” says 
the Revd Kenaleone Ketshabile. 
“Evangelism and church growth are 
his strongest ministerial gifts.”

For more information please 
contact Bunmi Olayisade at 

wcr.africa@methodistchurch.
org.uk

mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch%20.org.uk?subject=Please%20send%20me%20more%20information
mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch%20.org.uk?subject=Please%20send%20me%20more%20information
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Please%20send%20me%20more%20information
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Please%20send%20me%20more%20information
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Daniel, Grace and Kwame 

Pratt Morris-Chapman

serving as mission partners

Daniel and Grace will both be 

teaching at the Theological Seminary 

in Kumba, Cameroon

PCC Theological Seminary  

P.O. Box 590, Kumba 

South West Region / Cameroon

danielmorrischapman@yahoo.co.uk

Fresh Expressions
An international gathering 
for those involved in Fresh 
Expressions around the  
world, working as practitioners, 
educators or permission-givers  
is being held in Cambridge  
from 1-6 September. 
 

For more information, go to.  
www.freshexpressions.org.uk/
events/international13

World Church blog
We have been informed that 
Posterous blogging (now owned by 
Twitter) will cease to exist on 30 
April 2013. The World Church  

blog will be moved to another 

provider, the details of which  

we will send you as soon as the 

move has taken place. In the 

meanwhile, keep up to date with 

the Revd Thomas Quenet’s visits 

to Cuba and Central America 

in March at www.worldchurch.
posterous.com

ResOuRCes

New Methodist  
Liaison Office webpage 
The Methodist Liaison Office in 
Jerusalem was officially launched 
in October 2012 as a partnership 
of the World Methodist Council, 
the Methodist Church of Britain 
and the General Board of Global 
Ministries of the United Methodist 
Church. Its purpose is to increase 
international awareness and 
involvement of the Methodist 
community in the issues of 
Palestine and Israel. 

The office now has its own 
dedicated page on the Methodist 
Church in Britain’s website, where 
you can get information on all its 

activities. Visit: www.methodist.
org.uk/mission/world-church/
methodist-liaison-office-in-
jerusalem

Mission Partner  
prayer cards
 
Mission Partner 
prayer cards are now 
available to request 
from the World Church 
Relationships Office. 

Please contact  
wcr.admin@
methodistchurch.
org.uk to request 
bookmarks for all 
current mission 
partners. 

Paul Collins and Maura Cook 
with their children Scout (b. 2007) 

Assisi (b. 2008) Saffi (b. 2011)

Serving as mission partners 
(teachers) in El Salvador

3 Calle, Colonia Santa María, 
Ahuachapán, El Salvador 
mauracook@hotmail.com

PlEASE PrAy for

• our family’s safety

• the children to feel happy and 
make good friends  

• effective communication in 
Spanish

• each child attending the  
Kinder Metodista to feel loved, 

valued and safe.

View of Volcano San Vicente with valley bellow near San Salvador,  
El Salvador, Central America. © Photos.com

Please Pray that... 
...all those seek God’s kingdom may effectively engage in God’s mission and never make God’s love too narrow.

...we will become effective in listening and communicating in Portuguese and the other main languages used in Maputo.
...God may bless the work of Igreja Metodista Wesleyana em Mocambique.

Gina Siatwinda 
and Malcolm 
Oliver with their 
daughters  
Chipo and 
Luyando

“Instead, desire first and foremost God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” Matthew 6:33 (CEB)

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
Proverbs 3:5-6 (CEB)
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Steve Pearce, partnership 
coordinator for Asia & the Pacific, 
is due to attend the Pacific 
Conference of Churches at the 
beginning of March. 

The Pacific Conference of Churches 
covers an area 11 hours’ flying 
time from east to west and 8 hours 
north to south. Its members within 
this vast area are 28 member 
churches (including 5 of our 6 
Pacific Partner Churches) and 11 

national councils of churches. The 
General Assembly meets every 
five years when a new general 
secretary is elected.

This year’s theme is Do justice, 
love mercy and walk humbly with 
your God. As well as participating 
in the Assembly and meeting with 
the leaders of the Samoa and 
Tonga Methodist Churches, the 
United Churches of Papua New 
Guinea and the Solomon Islands 

and the Uniting Church of Australia, 
Steve will travel to Munda to 
see mission partners Jenny and 
Graham Longbottom. “As well as 
seeing their work at Helena Goldie 
Hospital and Nursing School, I will 
travel with them (via a three-hour 
canoe crossing, God willing) to 
the remote village of Sassamunga 
on the island of Choiseul, where 
they have been working to bring a 
mission clinic back into full use,” 
says Steve.

Visit to Pacific Conference of Churches 27 February-10 March

FORtHCOMINg OveRseAs vIsIt

A World Church Joke
The principal of Tahan Institute  
of Theology in Myanmar, the Revd 
Dr James Ngun Hlei, recently 
wrote to the Methodist Church in 
Britain to thank us for agreeing 
to support the Institute with an 
annual grant. He said: “Thanks 
a lot for your good message. We 
are so happy about this good 
news that all the faculties are 
clapping their hands with joy 
like when Man U unexpectedly 
defeats Arsenal!” Students at Tahan Institute of Theology

Steve Pearce and the Revd Dr Feleterika 
Nokise, principal of Pacific Theological 
College.
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All the Partner Churches, partner organisations, 
NMA postholders, scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the sharing of both resources 
and personnel.

You can donate online by going to www.justgiving.
com/mcfworldmission/donate. Alternately, send 
a cheque to: The Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please make cheques payable to 
‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’.

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Please pray for the Navajeevanam project in Sri 
Lanka; for the Revd Nishante and for local young 
people who come to the centre to learn farming. 

Thank God for all that Hayley was able to achieve 
in Brazil, and pray for the people she met while 
she was there.

Pray that work on the Good Shepherd eye clinic 
will be completed quickly so that it can start 
offering help to people with eyesight problems. 

Pray for the Bethel Adult fellowship, Andy Dye’s 
home church in Grenada; for provision as the 
church seeks to meet the need of Grenadian 
people who are suffering hardship. 

Pray for Brian Mabone and MCSA’s work ministry 
to Namibia’s refugee communities on the Angola 
border.

Pray for the continued growth of youth ministry in 
Kyrgyzstan, and for Yulia Starodubets and her work 
there as an NMA postholder. 

PRAyeR POINts

The Revd Thomas 
Quenet with members 
of the Methodist 
Church in Mota, Cuba. 
Mota is a dry and 
barren town, where 
the only greenery 
seems to be located 
at the church and 
its immediate 
surroundings, making 
it a spiritual and 
physical oasis for the 
local community.

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate

