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“Wait for the Lord; be 
strong, and let your 
heart take courage; 

wait for the Lord!”
Psalm 27:14 (NRSV)
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Linda Crossley, president-
designate of Methodist Women 
in Britain (MWiB), recently visited 

India to learn about caste-based 
discrimination against Dalit people.  

Linda visited city slums, rural villages, 
schools, colleges and congregations in 
several dioceses. “I was treated with 
infinite kindness and Christian love 
by my hosts in Delhi, Nagpur, Sangli, 
Ahmedabad and Aurangabad,” she 
said. “I met people living in abject 
poverty who gave me the warmest, 
most joyous of welcomes, the light 
of Jesus shining from their faces.  I 
was challenged every single day by 
the contrast between their lives and 
mine, yet there was an immediate link 

everywhere I went through our shared 
faith.

“India is a very complex society and 
the caste system influences behaviour 
outside Hinduism and even outside 
India. Yet with personal contacts, 
and the support of the WCR team, 
MWiB is launching its partnership with 
CNI to run for three years.  We have 
committed to raise £50,000 to support 
programmes CNI delivers to improve 
the life chances of women and girls.”

MWiB resources on Dalit solidarity 
are available from admin@mwib.org.
uk and www.mwib.org.uk/about-us/
partnerships/item/172-dalit-people.
html.

PARtNeR ChuRChes ANd ORgANisAtiONs

For more information, please contact Steve Pearce at  
wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

Standing with India’s Dalits

Linda walking to the church in the village of Ambelohol 
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Bunmi Olayisade, 
partnership coordinator for 
Africa, recently spent some 

time visiting Church leaders and 
nationals in mission appointment 
(NMA ) postholders in the Gambia. 

In Brikama (22 kilometres from 
Banjul, the capital), Bunmi met 
with Mariama Ashcroft, who serves 
as director of the Methodist 
Mission Agricultural Programme 
(MMAP). MMAP helps farmers 
build resilience in food security 

particularly in dry seasons by 
teaching seed preservation 
techniques during emergencies 
such as famine, floods etc and 
helping manage disasters and 
climate change. It raises mango, 
cashew and guava seedlings for 
the surrounding community and 
produces hot sauces, jam and 
marmalade on a small scale. 
Following the recent renovation of 
the nutritional unit of its medical 
clinic, MMAP wishes to work 
alongside the nutritionists to teach 
young mothers how to manage a 
small vegetable garden and provide 
seedlings for the pilot study.

Bunmi then met with Joseph 
Thorpe, an accountant who has 
been helping MC the Gambia with 
presenting its audited accounts 

and preparing its budgets.
“MC the Gambia is still struggling 
to train its ministers because there 
is no seminary in Gambia,” Bunmi 
said. “The Revd Samuel Mattia is 
being trained at Queen’s Foundation 
via the SALT  programme.” 

A full report of Bunmi’s visit can 
be found online at www.methodist.
org.uk/media/855307/wcr-bunmi-
gambiavisit-march2013.pdf. You 
can also read her report of her 
recent visit to Ghana at  
www.methodist.org.uk/
media/855313/wcr-bunmi-
ghanavisit-march2013.pdf

PARtNeR ChuRChes ANd ORgANisAtiONs

Every year, the Methodist 
Church in Brazil runs a blood 
donation campaign called 

A blood donor saved my life from 
March to September. On 23 March 
(Brazil’s day of Methodist youth), 
the Methodist Youth Confederation 
mobilised young Methodists from all 
over the country to donate blood.

This campaign was launched in 
2008, and is part of the Methodist 
Church in Brazil’s national 
evangelization campaign. “Through 
partnerships between many 
churches and community blood 

For more information, 
please contact Tom Quenet 

at wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Methodist Church in Brazil youth campaigning for blood donations

“A blood donor 
saved my life” 

centres, lives have been helped,” 

said a spokesperson for the 

Brazilian Methodist Church. “In light 

of the Word of God and the legacy of 

its founder John Wesley, this work is 

based on acts of piety and works of 

mercy.

“With these blood donations, we 

remember the sacrifice of Jesus, 
who gave his life so that all may 
have life in abundance.”

Helping build capacity in the Gambia
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Mariama Ashcroft

For more information, 
please contact Bunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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The Revd Valentin Dedji is 
a Beninois minister in the 
UK who maintains close 

links to the Eglise Protestante 
Méthodiste du Benin (Protestant 
Methodist Church in Benin). Every 
year, Valentin visits Benin and 
runs short-term group training 
sessions. This is done under the 
auspices of SALT (Scholarship 
and Leadership Training) from the 
World Mission Fund. 

This year, Valentin taught 

Missiology and Church History at 
the Protestant University of West 
Africa, the church’s university that 
welcomes students from all over 
Africa and from many different 
denominations. During his stay, 
he witnessed the opening of 
the university’s cybercafé, which 
is equipped with IT equipment 
purchased with a World Mission 
Fund grant. This cybercafé will 
enable students to use IT at a  
very low cost and support their 
studies. 

The Revd Valentin was also 
present at the anniversary 
celebration of 170 years of 
Methodism in Benin (reported 
on in the April bulletin). A special 
celebratory cloth was made to be 
worn to mark the occasion.

Your support to the World Mission 
Fund continues enabling overseas 
Partner Churches to develop 
the study options on offer to 
their students and support their 
independent learning.

The parents of the children 
pictured here are all inmates 
of Birgunj prison in Nepal. 

The children used to live in the 
prison themselves, but they have 
recently been settled into the 
Peace Loving Children’s Home in 
Gothatar.

The children’s home is one of 
three run by Prison Fellowship 
Nepal. Prison Fellowship is a 
ministry of the United Mission 

to Nepal, our partner in Nepal. 
The ministry provides education 
for children whose parents are 
incarcerated, and meets many 
of their other practical needs. 
Children living in these homes 
receive food, shelter, education 
and medical care, as well as 
opportunities to participate in 
various sports. In 2012-2013, 
the World Mission Fund gave 
Prison Fellowship Nepal a grant for 
£10,000.

A new life for children from Nepal’s prisons

Enabling leadership training in Benin

The Revd Valentin Dedji Students opening cybercafe equipment
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NAtiONALs iN MissiON APPOiNtMeNts

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church 

Ministry in 
Hungary 

OKürtöspuszta is a little 
village in Hungary; home 
to about 250 people, 

almost all of whom are Roma. 
These people live in a neglected 
village, far from opportunities 
such as jobs, healthcare, decent 
transportation or even a post 
office. The United Methodist 
Church is trying to give much 
needed support to these families; 
helping in this task is 27-year-old 
Bence Vigh.

Bence is an NMA working for 
the MC in Hungary (UMC Central 
and Southern Europe Central 
Conference). “The UMC finds the 
support and help towards the 
Roma people as a mission of 
key importance,” he says. “There 
is a lot of prejudice against the 
Roma in the Hungarian society; 
we are working to eliminate this 
prejudice.”

Bence believes that ministry 
among the poorest people is not 
a one-sided relationship. He says, 
“I receive and learn a lot from ‘the 
least’. On Good Friday, we read 
the passion story in the Roma 
congregation in Kürtöspuszta. 

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

For more information please contact Roy Crowder, partnership 
coordinator for Europe, at wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk

One of the young boys reads 
very badly and has poor marks in 
reading. Yet he wanted to join the 
others in reading out a passage 
from the passion story. He took 
the passage home and practised 
it. He came to the worship in his 
best clothes and could hardly wait 
for his turn. The few sentences 
that I could have read out easily 

and quickly, took long minutes for 
him but he made great efforts to 
succeed. This simple scene taught 
me that it is not possible to read 
about the sufferings of Jesus 
easily; we have to struggle through 
it each time. This is how the 
commitment to serve Jesus and 
the gospel becomes a common 
experience for all of us.”

Bence Vigh, playing the guitar in fellowship with local youth

www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church
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‘Standing 
together’ 
on climate 
change

Mission partner Julia 
Edwards reports from the 
Pacific: “Last September 

the Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge made an overnight stop 
in the tiny nation of Tuvalu in the 
central Pacific. More recently, I too 
received a royal welcome when I 
visited the eight-atoll chain (Tuvalu 
means ‘eight standing together’).

“The Diamond Jubilee visit 
caused ‘grass-skirts-and-dancing’ 

media frenzy in the low-lying, 
capital atoll of Funafuti; however, 
Tuvalu, on the frontline of climate 
change, is more used to making 
environmental headlines. In late 
2011, the nation drew a global 
audience when the government 
declared a state of emergency. 
The worst drought in living 
memory brought severe water 
shortages, and people in Funafuti 
were forced to bathe in the sea 
and kill their livestock.  Limited 
emergency supplies meant that 
each household was rationed to 
just two buckets of water a day. 
The drought was an anxious time 
for the isolated community, and 
potentially a dry run for the future 
impacts of climate change on the 
nation.
 “Almost 18 months later, my 

visit coincided with equally 
unseasonable, but very wet 
weather. Several weeks of 
untimely severe gales and heavy 
seas had combined with the usual 
downpours of the wet season 
(November to April) to disrupt 
shipping and to bring island life to 
a virtual standstill.

“The people of Tuvalu, and the 
Pacific, face many challenges...”

MissiON PARtNeR NeWs

Mission partner Daniel 
Pratt Morris-Chapman 
shares some reflections 

on being a teacher in Cameroon:

“I was quite surprised, on arriving 
in Cameroon, to discover that I 
would be teaching New Testament. 
Having specialized in quite a 
different area, I never expected to 
be teaching this subject. Despite 
this, I am thoroughly enjoying the 
task. 

“I remember my first job interview 
after becoming a Christian. It 
was to serve as a youth worker 
with Ashby Youth for Christ. I 
remember thinking the interview 
had gone really well. Though I was 

accepted for the post, I discovered 
later from one of the people who 
interviewed me that they were 
seriously unimpressed by me. 
When I pressed him for details 
he clarified that it wasn’t that I 
came over as immoral or bad but 
that they saw nothing about me. 

Having concluded that there was 
no reason to take me on, they 
decided they would close in a 
prayer. He said that it was at this 
point that they believed God was 
saying that he had called me - they 
decided to take the chance.

“When I think about my life then 
and now, I can’t really begin to 
understand what has happened. 
Back then I was struggling to do A 
Levels part time having practically 
failed them. I had no prospects 
of a university education. All I had 
was an offer to work with my Dad’s 
mate constructing a wall. I say this 
because I believe that it is God 
who has acted mightily in my life 
since then.”

Extreme weather conditions in Fiji

“God was saying that he had called me”

Daniel Pratt Morris-Chapman 
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ResOuRCes

Follow partnership coordinators 
and other Methodist Church 
representatives as they 
visit partner churches and 
organisations around the world: 
worldchurchrelationships.
wordpress.com 
Look out for the following 
updates in May from partnership 
coordinators and MCB 
representatives:

Achieving the  
Vision: World  
Methodist Council

Find out about this organisation and how MCB 
is involved in its mission. Read about how you 
can get involved by donating just £1 to the 

Achieving the Vision campaign to establish a £16 
million endowment which will provide a permanent 
source of funding for its global ministries. Click 
here: methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-
methodist-council 

Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in 
Israel/Palestine (EAPPI)
Dr Jenny Bywaters and the Revd John Howard 
are both serving as ecumenical accompaniers 
in Israel/Palestine. Read their newsletters and 
blog postings here: methodist.org.uk/mission/
world-church/middle-east 

New World 
Church 
Relationships 
blog

l	 	Steve Pearce-travelling to 
Papua New Guinea and  
Nepal

l	 	the Revd Ruth Gee (president 
designate of the Methodist 

Church in Britain) and Sandra 
Lopez (partnership support 
officer for the World Church 
Relationships team) travelling 
to Bolivia.
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ARgeNtiNA FLOOd uPdAte

Between 2-3 April, torrential 
floods in the cities of 
Buenos Aires and La Plata 

in Argentina caused over 50 
fatalities and left many homes 
in up to 2 metres of water. Many 
thousands of families in the 
poorest parts of both cities have 
been affected by large-scale 
flooding. The World Mission Fund 
has given a solidarity grant of 
£10,000 to the Methodist Church 
in Argentina (IEMA).

Both Buenos Aires and La Plata 
are major centres for IEMA.  In 
La Plata, IEMA has a children’s 
home in the town of Ringuelet, 
which was severely affected by 
the floods. The home provides 

ResOuRCes

Volunteers needed to welcome overseas  
Partner Church representatives to the Conference

 Do you live near London Heathrow, Stansted 
or Gatwick Airports? 

 Do you enjoy meeting people from overseas?
 Then this could be the perfect volunteering 

opportunity for you!

The World Church Relationships Office is currently recruiting volunteers to welcome 20 representatives 
of overseas churches who have been invited to participate at the Conference. Volunteers are needed 
to welcome representatives to the UK by meeting them at arrival airports and accompanying them to 
central London. 

Volunteers are required to meet representatives on either on Monday 1, Tuesday 2 or Wednesday 3 July 
2013. All expenses including travel costs, airport parking and meals will be reimbursed. 

If you are interested in this really lovely opportunity to meet overseas representatives to the Conference, 
please email Lina Hall at halll@methodistchurch.org.uk, or call her direct line on 020 7467 5277.

an extended social service to 
hundreds of families around it, 
and support for hundreds of street 
children whose lives have now 
been made more precarious by the 
floods.

IEMA Leader Bishop Frank de Nully 
Brown has written to the MCB 
requesting support with enabling 
the children’s home in La Plata to 
resume its activities as soon as 
possible. 

Left: Staff from the 
children’s home in 
Ringuelet drying out 
books that they had 
managed to salvage from 
the floods.
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Pray for the Church of North India as it fights for a 
better life for the Dalit people.

Pray for more leadership training opportunities and 
facilities for the Methodist Church in the Gambia – 
which, at the moment, does not have a seminary of 
its own. 

Praise God for the ongoing success of MC Brazil’s 
blood donor initiative, and for all the young people 
who have been involved in it. 

Pray for the work of Prison Fellowship Nepal, and for 
the children in the fellowship’s care. 

Thank God for the link that Valentin Dedji provides 
between the Church in Britain and in Benin, and 
pray for the Beninois church leaders he helps to 
train.

Pray for all those affected by the recent floods in 

Argentina, and that the children’s home in La Plata 
will be ready for business again quickly. 

Pray for the Church in Tuvalu and other places in 
the Pacific, as it strives to help people cope with the 
challenges brought on by climate change.

Pray for the Pratt Morris-Chapmans as they continue 
to settle into life and work in Cameroon.

Pray for Bence Vigh and for the Roma people the 
Church in Hungary is seeking to serve. 

PRAYeR POiNts

All the Partner Churches, partner organisations, 
NMA postholders, scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the sharing of both resources 
and personnel.

You can donate online by going to www.justgiving.
com/mcfworldmission/donate. Alternately, send 
a cheque to: The Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please make cheques payable to 
‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’.

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Roma women from 
the United Methodist 
Church congregation 
in Abony near 
Szolnok in Hungary 
in discussion with Dr 
Daleep Mukarji, vice 
president designate 
of MCB, Roy Crowder, 
Europe partnership 
coordinator, and 
Thomas Rodemeyer, 
of the Bishop’s Office 
Central and Southern 
Europe UMC.
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