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“Train children in the 
right way, and when old 

they will not stray.” 
Proverbs 22:6 (NRSV)
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A small Christian community in the 
Pakistani village of Warsak is 
celebrating an answer to prayer 

as they now have a church of their own. 

On 6 July, the Rt Revd Humphrey S 
Peters, bishop of Peshawar/Fata, went 
to Warsak with a team of clergy and 
diocesan officers, for the opening of 
the new church. “I hereby name this 
new church St Stephen’s Church,” he 
announced. “Stephen was the first 
martyr in Christian history. This church 
is dedicated to all the Christian and 
Muslim martyrs of the armed forces, 
and the civilian victims of terrorism.” 

The population of Warsak is 
predominantly Muslim with about 

24 Christian families, who are either 
employees of the Army, the Frontier 
Corps (FC) or the Water & Power 
Development Authority (WAPDA). 
Christian employees of the FC asked 
their commandant officer to build 
them a church, as the FC’s Muslim 
employees have their own mosque. 
Warsak is very far from Peshawar, and 
local Christians rely heavily on home 
visits from pastors.

At first, the FC commandant rejected 
their request. But in the end, he not 
only gave consent; he also donated 
money towards building the church. 
The FC’s Christian employees also 
contributed some money.

PaRTnER ChuRChES and ORganiSaTiOnS

“Dedicated to all the martyrs”

The Christian 
community in 
Warsak in their 
new church.

For more information please contact Steve Pearce at  
wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=


World Church Relationships | News Bulletin September-October 2013  |  page 2

In March, Artserve director Rob 
Newton went to Chennai in 
South India on behalf of the 

Methodist Church in Britain. His 
mission was to help local Christian 
musicians and songwriters to write 
songs about social issues affecting 
South India, for use in Indian 
churches and around the world. 

Rob’s visit came about when the 
Revd Dr Daniel Premkumar (CSI’s 
director of diaconal concerns) 
was inspired to find people who 
could develop an understanding 

of the work the Church does 
among disadvantaged people. A 
team of about 24 musicians and 
songwriters from all over South 
India gathered at the Synod 
Conference Centre in Chennai, 
to meet Rob and to hear Daniel 
explain his vision. 

They then went off and started 
creating music, some of which has 
since been recorded professionally 
in Chennai. They wrote several 
songs both in English and local 
Indian dialects, dealing with 

issues 
such as the 
treatment 
of Indian 
women, the 
treatment 
of the 
Dalits, 
children 

born with HIV and the effects 
of the nuclear power station at 
Koolankulaam on local fisher-folk. 

An album and DVD are being 
produced and a multi-media and 
multi-sensory presentation evening 
should be on tour in the UK this 
autumn.

“Music throughout the ages has 
been used to inspire and inform 
people,” Rob said. “A message in 
music is more thought-provoking, 
more emotion stirring and more 
action stimulating than any other 
method of delivery.”

Songs of diakonia in South India

PaRTnER ChuRChES and ORganiSaTiOnS

The Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) brings 
together 140 churches 

throughout the continent. It was 
founded in the 1950s and helped 
communication between churches 
of East and West Europe. Since 
the fall of Communism it has 
worked on issues of church-state 
relations as well as doctrinal 
dialogue and on public issues 
including migration. It meets 
every five years in an Assembly 
and works in smaller meetings 

and through a secretariat in 
between.

Colin Ride, co-moderator of CEC’s 
Revision Working Group, attended 
the fourteenth CEC General 
Assembly in Budapest in July with 
the theme And now what are you 
waiting for? In a report for the 
Methodist Recorder, Colin wrote: 
“The main task of the General 
assembly was to consider the 
Uppsala Report, the report of 
the CEC Revision Working Group, 

established at the thirteenth 
General Assembly in 2009. The 
Uppsala Report (so named after 
the city in which its final meeting 
was held) proposed both a road 
map for CEC’s future and a new 
constitution for the organisation.

“The challenge, as posed by the 
Uppsala report, is how the new 
Governing Board will act in the 
interest of all members, will find 
new ways of building trust between 
churches, and how CEC as a whole 
will be renewed in its vision and 
mission as it seeks faithfully to live 
out the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

“And now what are you waiting for?”

For more information please contact Roy Crowder, partnership 
coordinator for Europe, at wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Maggie Patchett returned 
to Britain in April, having 
spent six years in Belize 

as a mission partner. She still 
keeps in touch with her friends 
there, and recently received some 
happy news about the opening of 
a new school, the Belmopan High 
School.

Maggie says: “I remember being 
at the meeting when it was first 
suggested that the Methodist 
Church in Belize might consider 
building a new high school, and 
agreeing to do it, having then no 
idea how or where the funds were 

going to come from for such a 
huge project, but responding to 
the need! Only about half of the 
teenagers in Belize get to go to 
high school because of the lack of 
places (and then they need to pay 
to go!). Since the ground-breaking 

ceremony in 2011, numerous 
people have been involved in 
fundraising, in giving of their time, 
energy, and money, from many 
different places, and a huge thank 
you goes out to all who helped in 
any way!

“There are 96 children about 
to start school at Belmopan 
Methodist High School. But the 
task is by no means finished. 
By next September the next 
set of classrooms needs to 
be completed, ready for the 
next intake of students, and 
the same for the following two 

years, as well as all the admin, 
labs, equipment etc. A high school 
in Belize has four year-groups. So 
while we thank you and celebrate 
this massive milestone, we ask for 
your continued support.”

Belize’s newest school opens its doors 

Mission partners Isabel 
and Jonathan Hill are 
working as part of the 

Methodist Church in Zimbabwe, 
based in Thekwane, in Bulawayo 
and throughout the Bulawayo East 
District. 

Education forms a key part of the 
Hills’ work. Jonathan has been 
based at Thekwane Mission, near 
Plumtree, Matebeleland South, 
for over 20 years. His main duties 
comprise teaching Mathematics 
in the high school, plus other 
duties within the school. This year, 
Jonathan is involved in teaching O- 
and A-level Mathematics classes. 
He also occasionally takes a turn 
at leading morning assemblies.

Isabel’s work partly involves the 
setting up of various projects so 
that orphans can be supported in 

the community. “We hope to make 
all the orphans self-sufficient 
within their own communities and 
to ensure that they are all able 
to continue their education,” she 
says.

Education is the key 

MiSSiOn PaRTnER nEWS

For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez,  
partnership coordinator for Latin America & the Caribbean,  

at wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information 
please contact Olubunmi 
Olayisade, partnership 
coordinator for Africa,  

at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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MiSSiOn PaRTnER nEWS

Colleagues in mission 

In his role as a mission partner 
in Grenada, Andy Dye often 
finds himself working alongside 

mission workers from other 
countries. The two most recent 
ones to join him are Anna Gill 
(from the USA) and Love Daroy 
(from the Philippines), who were 
sent to Grenada on behalf of the 
United Methodist Church. 

“During the last eight months they 
have really got involved with their 
local communities and had a great 
impact on the work for God going 
on through the Methodist church 
here,” Andy says. 

Anna came to Grenada via the 
United Methodist Church’s 
Mission Intern programme. “I first 
began to consider mission work 
during my senior year of college,” 
she says. “I was accepted into 
the programme and got my 
assignment soon after.

“In the past nine months, I have 
been abundantly blessed with a 
community to call home, a new 
church family, a great organisation 
to work for, a better (though not 
perfect) understanding of what 
mission work can be in our world 
today, and the chance to live in 
one of the most beautiful places 
with the most beautiful people. 
I have met challenges along the 
way, but Grenadians have been 

most gracious with me as I’ve 
endeavoured to find my place 
here. There is still so much for me 
to learn. That said, there are two 
things I know for sure. First, even 
though I don’t always know my 
purpose here in Grenada, I know 
I’m not supposed to be anywhere 
else right now. And second, I know 
for certain that God has kept his 
promise to walk alongside me 
every step of the way.”

Introducing Wande Ebofin

Wande is a new mission 
partner who recently 
started working with 

the United Church of Papua New 
Guinea. 

Originally from the Davenport 
Road Methodist Church in Witney, 
Oxfordshire, Wande is based 
at East New Britain Province 
– a two-hour flight from Port 
Moresby, the capital of Papua 
New Guinea. She will be using 
her teaching experience and 
her knowledge of maths and 
computing as she works in three 
Church institutions: the George 

Brown High School (where 
she is working with both staff 
and students); the School of 
Theology and Mission in Rarongo 
(especially on the spouses 
programme, teaching English and 
helping students improve their 
computer skills) and the Teacher 
Training College in Gaulim. She 
has a house on the Rarongo 
campus next to the principal, the 
Revd Garo Kilagi – who himself 
has just arrived from the UK, 
having spent seven years with his 
family in circuit in the Lancashire 
District as part of the World 
Church in Britain Programme.

“There are lots of things to 
be done in developing the 
communities,” Wande says. “My 
prayer is for wisdom, discernment 
and enablement to be of 
assistance in Jesus’ name.”

Anna (right) and Love (left) working with some children



World Church Relationships | News Bulletin September-October 2013  |  page 5

RESOuRCES

Light and Hope  
Methodist Prayer Handbook 2013/2014

Light and Hope – the new 
edition of the Methodist 
Prayer Handbook – is now 

available. Arranged as a monthly 
prayer cycle (with daily lectionary 
and hymn readings taken from 
Singing the Faith), it contains a 
huge range of prayers for the 
Methodist districts of Britain and 

Ireland, for Partner Churches 
around the world and for all kinds 
of needs and occasions. This 
new edition celebrates signs of 
hope in the Church, the world, our 
communities and our lives. The 
title comes from the hymn “May 
the God of hope go with us every 
day” (Singing the Faith 411).

Priced at £3.50 (plus p&p) 
or £3.15 if you order 10 or 
more, the handbook can 
be purchased by contacting 
Methodist Publishing on 
01733 235962 or visiting 
www.methodistpublishing.org.
uk.

“I look forward every year to 
receiving the Prayer Handbook 
which helps me to pray even 
when prayer seems difficult. 
As I use it, I am reminded 
that I am part of a world-
wide Methodist family and I 
am enriched by the beautiful 
prayers that have been 
written.” 

The Revd Ruth M Gee,  
President of the Methodist  

Conference 2013/2014

“The Prayer Handbook is 
quite simply one of British 
Methodism’s greatest 
resources. It’s a spiritual gem. 
Every day thousands of us use 
it to help us worship God and 
pray thoughtfully for others 
throughout our Connexion and 
around the world. Thousands 
more of us should do! The new 
handbook is now here, and I 
recommend it to us all.”  

The Revd Dr Martyn Atkins,  
General Secretary of the Methodist 

Church and Secretary of the Conference

http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk
http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Praise God for the new church in Warsak, and pray 
for the small (but hopefully growing!) Christian 
community in the village.

Pray for all the musicians and songwriters who 
attended Rob’s workshops in Chennai, that their 
compositions will be a source of blessing to the 
Indian Church and to local communities.

Pray for the Conference of European Churches, as 
it works through all the issues raised at its recent 
General Assembly.

Pray for Maggie Patchett as she starts a new 
phase of ministry, and for the new school that has 
just opened in Belize.

Pray for the orphans whom Jonathan and Isabel 
Hill are trying to support in Zimbabwe. 

Pray for Andy Dye’s growing family of missionary 
friends coming to work in Grenada from other 
parts of the world.

Pray for Wande as she settles into life in Papua 
New Guinea. 

PRayER POinTS

All the Partner Churches, partner 
organisations, NMA postholders, 
scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read about 
in this news bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel.

You can donate online by going to 
www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/
donate. Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 
Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable to 
‘Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund’.

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/news 

A basketful of chilli peppers – some of the produce grown by the Methodist Mission 
Agricultural Programme (MMAP) in the Gambia. The MMAP was founded in Banjul in 1974 

and is supported by the world Mission Fund.

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
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