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“Do not worry about 
anything, but in 

everything by prayer 
and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your 

requests be made 
known to God. And 

the peace of God, 
which surpasses all 
understanding, will 

guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ 

Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:6-7 (NRSV)
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WORLD CHURCH RELATIONSHIPS TEAM

Last month we said a sad 
farewell to Jan Deakin, who 
has retired after 41 years with 

the Methodist Church in Britain. 

Jan has been a fount of knowledge 
for all things related to mission 
partners, as well as an inspiration 
and a treasured member of the 
Methodist Church. She will be very 
greatly missed, and we wish her a 
very happy retirement.

Jan said: “It has been a great 
privilege to serve God through the 
Methodist Church in Britain. I didn’t 

apply to work with the Methodist 

Church, but someone from the 

RNIB saw a job in the typing pool at 

Methodist Church House and got me 

an interview, and I was accepted for 

the job. The most wonderful thing 

in all my years of work has been 

meeting and getting to know people 

from all around the world. My life 

has been enriched through all those 

relationships and many will continue 

in the years ahead.”

We wish Jan all the best as she 

starts this new phase of her life.

Jan Deakin’s retirement cake

Au revoir, Jan...
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Michael Kehinde Stephen, 
Archbishop of the 
Methodist Church of 

Nigeria, visited Malta earlier this 
month.

On Sunday 4 May, Michael 
attended the Sunday service of 
worship at St Andrew’s Scots 
Church (an ecumenical partnership 
of the Church of Scotland and 
the Methodist Church). Here, he 
shared about the consequences 
of injustice – both in Nigeria and 
worldwide. He said that overcoming 

injustice requires ignition of 
that spark for justice that lies 
within each of us. Worship was 
followed by a ‘bring-and-share’ 
lunch, at which the international 
congregation of St Andrew’s had 
the opportunity to informally 
engage with their guest. 

After lunch, three elders of 
the Church met to familiarise 
Michael with the Church’s current 
initiatives and mission projects. 

The visit was arranged by Paul 

Slater, an elder of St Andrew’s 
Scots Church. “Truly, this visit was 
timely,” Paul Slater said. “With a 
newly elected and compassionate 
President, this imposes immense 
possibilities to restore dignity 
and justice to many vulnerable 
immigrants.”

Andy Dye, one of our mission 
partners in Grenada, had 
a visit from his aunt Anne 

Rider. She writes: 

I had no idea Grenada would 
have such an impact on me. The 
people, the children and the sheer 
beauty of the island far exceeded 
my expectations.  Andrew is 
working as a mission partner 
with the Methodist Churches in 
Grenada and with Wesley College 
– one of the high schools in St 
George, the main town of Grenada.

One of the highlights of my visit 
was being able to visit a local 
junior school to deliver a large 
number of reading books. I spent 
five days at the school helping to 
collate and organise the books. 

I also had the opportunity to 

deliver a couple of lessons in what 

would be the Reception class 

and Year One class at home. The 

experience made me very aware of 

how resource-rich UK schools are 

compared with other countries and 

of how much we take for granted. 

Grenada is not a rich country and 

the parents value education highly. 

  

On my final day I attended the 

morning service in Woburn, where 

I was made to feel very welcome. 
I enjoyed listening to and joining 
in with the songs and hymns, and 
thought the enthusiastic musical 
accompaniment by some of the 
children was wonderful. I came 
away from the church service 
in Woburn feeling very proud of 
Andrew, who delivered a wonderful 
talk/sermon and was so grateful 
to the congregation both there 
and in St George for the obvious 
love and caring fellowship they 
extend towards Andrew. It was very 
difficult to leave Grenada and it 
will always have a special place in 
my heart.

For more information please contact Olubunmi Olayisade, partnership coordinator for Africa, at  
wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS / MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Nigerian Archbishop visits Malta

An aunt’s adventures in Grenada

For more information, please 
contact Rachael Varney 
at wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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100 years  
of healing  

Shubhro and Elisabeth 
Mullick are NMA 
postholders serving the 

Church of North India as doctors 
at the Khristiya Seva Niketan 
(KSN) hospital in Sarenga, 
West Bengal. This year is KSN’s 
centenary year; the hospital 
started out in 1914 as the Santal 
Mission Hospital. Here, Shubhro 
shares some of what happened 
during the centenary celebrations:  

“In typical Santal tradition, guests 
were welcomed into the hospital 
to music and dancing. The 
celebrations started the following 
day with a thanksgiving service at 
Sarengal Central Church, and the 

dedication of the hospital followed 
this. The church was packed to 
overflowing with over 700 folk from 
the church, the hospital and the 
community present. Our children 
from Marshal Duar were there 
at the front of the congregation, 
looking rather solemn! Then 
followed a week packed full of 
events for everyone to enjoy, but 
the routine clinics and hospital 
work carried on.”

Ivor, a microbiologist from the 
NHS, experienced the celebrations 
and writes, “Walking into the 
chapel, there were rows of student 
nurses sat on mats on the floor. 
We and older staff sat on chairs 
at the back. Before the service 
began, they were singing hymns, 
all unaccompanied; one would 
start off and then the rest would 

join in. It is difficult to express on 
paper what it was like to see those 
70 or 80 young student nurses 
sitting together and praising God 
from their hearts. I can only say 
that I couldn’t stop the tears from 
rolling down my face.”

For more information, please 
contact Steve Pearce at  

wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

NMA postholder Maritza 
Proenza Ortega works 
sharing mission work with 

women in Peru. She informs us 
that the women’s fellowship she 
works with has grown considerably 
this year. “The work that has been 
carried out has allowed us to reach 
and bless many lives,” she says. 

The work carried out by the 
fellowship has evolved, spreading 

into many other areas. The women 
have participated in sewing, culinary 
and confectionery workshops. They 
have also gone to remote zones of 
Peru in order to help those in need, 
blessing them with dances and 
different workshops. 

An important part of the work of 
the fellowship is providing help for 
pastoral families who have greater 
economic need. An example of 

this work is the visit this year to 
Pastor Dimitri Luaces Alarcón, from 
the Camagüey district. The women 
collected clothing and brought them 
to this pastor and his family. Most 
of the things the women’s fellowship 
brings to those in need are made 
during the sewing workshops, and 
the others are donated by brothers 
in the church. Pastor Luaces was 
greatly blessed, as were the women 
who prayed for his family.

Sisters are doing it for themselves 

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/news 

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS
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Why not invite a mission partner  
to speak at your church? 
Mission partners often have PowerPoint presentations, music 
and stories to share that lend themselves to a wide range 
of events such as coffee mornings, international evenings or 
after Sunday lunch meetings, as well as informal small groups 
and midweek meetings. Lay mission partners are happy to be 
interviewed during a service if they cannot preach. 

See methodist.org.uk/media/1045028/mission-partner-
speakers-_2014__2_.pdf for a list of mission partners who 
are expected home on leave in 2014. If you would like to 
invite a mission partner to speak at your church, please call 
us on 020 7467 3795 or send an email to wcr.admin@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Mission Matters... in Sri Lanka
This film tells the story of three ways in which we are in  
living partnership with people in Sri Lanka. The film uncovers 
the real difference made to people’s lives by the Methodist 
Church in Sri Lanka through support from these World  
Mission Fund programmes.

Share the stories in Sunday worship, study groups and with 
friends. Watch or download the video at www.methodist.org.
uk/mission/world-church/resources/mission-matters-in-
sri-lanka-video

40 Days of Prayer Nepal
Once again the Nepali Christian community are organising 
a 40-day period of prayer for Nepal. Please click here for 
further details of this. Please join them in this endeavour 
and promote it among your prayer supporters: www.
methodist.org.uk/media/1075831/40_days_of_global_
prayer_for_nepal_2014__30_april_-_8_june_2014_.pdf

Methodist Conference 2014
Every year, 20 representatives from around the world at-
tend the annual Conference of the Methodist Church. Ticket 
bookings are now open for the Methodist Conference 2014, 
which is taking place in Birmingham.  Tickets to the  
opening of the Conference, on Saturday 28 June, Sunday 
worship on 29 June, and to ordination services the same 
day are all available, free of charge. Make your booking here:  
www.methodistconference.org.uk/ordinations/tickets 

RESOURCES

Called to serve?
We need people 
who feel  
called to  
cross-cultural 
mission 
overseas.  
We are looking 
for people who 
have a vision for 
mission and are 
willing to serve 
under local leadership.  
Might this be you? If you think so then  
get in touch with us, we would love to talk 
to you.

The Methodist Church, Methodist Church 
House, 25 Marylebone Road,  
London NW1 5JR. Tel: 020 7486 5502  
email: wcr.admin@methodistchurch.org.uk

Please visit the World Church 
Relationships blog to stay up to  
date with the latest staff visits to 
Partner Churches. To follow the blog, 
go to worldchurchrelationships.
wordpress.com/author/methodist-
worldchurch/

World Church 
Relationships
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Please pray for mission partner Andy Dye and for his 
mission work in Grenada.

Please pray for Jan Deakin as she enters a new chapter 
of her life.

Please pray for Khristiya Seva Niketan Hospital as 
they celebrate their centenary. Pray for all the doctors 
and nurses who do exceptional work, often in hard 
circumstances.  

Please pray for the Church in Peru, and the Women’s 
Fellowship, that God may continue to strengthen them for 
his work. 

Please pray for Nigeria, thank God for those seeking to 
bring an end to violence and injustice, and pray that the 
good work that is taking place may continue.

Thank God for the Methodist Church and for the great 
mission work that takes place through its partners all 
around the world! 

PRAYER POINTS

All the Partner Churches, partner organisations, 
NMA postholders, scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the sharing of both resources 
and personnel.

You can donate online by going to www.justgiving.
com/mcfworldmission/donate. Alternately, send 
a cheque to: the Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please make cheques payable to 
‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’.

The Methodist Church 
in South Africa’s 
childcare programme 
works with youth 
around the country 
through the Church - 
seeking, amongst other 
things, to uphold the 
dignity of children.
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