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“Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with 

those who weep.”
Romans 12:15 (NRSV)
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AMIPASTOR is one of our partner 
organisations in Peru. Recently 
(and with the help of a grant 

from the World Mission Fund), they 
have helped a number of Peruvian 
families become coffee growers.

Thirty-two families from farming 
communities in Ayacucho and 
Huancavelica had gone to the jungle 
region of Peru’s Santa Rosa district, 
with hopes of improving their lives 
by growing coca plants – widely used 
in Peru for medicinal purposes. 
However, they where surprised to 
learn that coca plants require a 
lot of agrochemicals to grow, and 
they would be working only to hand 

over their earnings to agrochemical 
companies. 

The Revd Julio Rojas Flores met 
with these families and helped them 
form a coffee growers association. 
This in turn enabled them to apply 
successfully for a piece of land to grow 
coffee on. These families had never 
grown coffee before, so the National 
Livestock and Agriculture Research 
Institute ran some workshops to teach 
them how. 

Amipastor recently sent some packets 
of the newly developed coffee to the 
World Church Relationships Team. We 
enjoyed the distinct flavour!
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From coca to coffee

Picking the coffee beans

For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez at  
wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

http://
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Fighting the Ebola outbreak 

The Methodist Church in 
Britain has sent two grants 
totalling £22,500 from 

the Word Mission Fund to the 
Methodist Church in Sierra Leone 
(MCSL), in order to assist Nixon 
Methodist Hospital and other 
clinics in the country with tackling 
the Ebola outbreak.  

The grants have allowed MCSL to 
inform rural communities about 
the damaging effects of Ebola and 
its implications for community 
life. The MCSL Conference 
administration collaborated 
with key health partners to 
share valuable information on 
the spread, prevention, and 
management of the Ebola 
epidemic. This included organising 
sensitisation training, airing jingles 

on community radio, house-to-
house meetings, newspaper 
coverage, church sermons, and 
posters with advice on how to 
avoid contracting the virus. 

One beneficiary of the training 
was Musa Kallon, a local chief. 
He said, “As chief, I have had my 
own bitter experience of what 
Ebola can do to a family. My wife 
contracted the disease and died 
from it. I and all members of 
my family were quarantined and 
closely monitored for 21 days by 
health service providers. By the 
grace of God we tested negative.

“I therefore considered this 
training process an opportunity 
to learn about the virus so that 
I can make informed decisions 

when I need to. I have scheduled 
a meeting for all chiefs in my 
chiefdom to share my experiences 
with them and develop various 
ways of raising funds for District 
Medical officers to train them 
on the basic knowledge and 
understanding they need to guide 
people in their communities.”

Bishop Beah, President of MCSL, 
has expressed their gratitude for 
our support, and asked for our 
prayers.
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For more information, 
please contact Bunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

Children’s work grows in Argentina  

NMA postholder Hugo 
Torredefló carries out 
pastoral work in several 

of the Methodist Church in 
Argentina’s congregations, with 
an emphasis on evangelism and 
congregational development. 
Hugo works mainly in the northern 
regions of Argentina. 

“This year, the congregation in 

Salta celebrated 50 years of 
Methodist mission,” Hugo writes. 
“In Cerrillos, a radio programme 
is underway, broadcasting biblical 
messages. 

“A very important task is the work 
with children. It started with a 
monthly meeting; now we have 
been greatly blessed with more 
than 45 attendees per meeting, 

both children and parents. The 
lack of our own space makes the 
task much more difficult. On the 
other hand, with the congregation 
in Tucumán, although the work 
with children is decreasing in 
number, a few of them have 
taken up responsibilities such 
as becoming youth leaders, 
liturgists, and doing children’s 
work.”

A helping hand to Multan’s flood victims   

The Methodist Church in 
Britain recently awarded 
a grant to the Diocese 

of Multan, Church of Pakistan, 
towards assisting families affected 
by the worst floods to hit South 
Asia in 60 years. 

The floods, which started in 
late August, have caused heavy 
damage to parts of India, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal. 
An estimated 500 people have 
died as a result of them, with 

around two million people forced 
to flee their homes.

The Multan Diocese has been 
paying regular visits to the areas 
affected by the flood, distributing 
groceries and teaching people 
safety awareness and how to 
prepare for floods in the future. 
Those affected are also being 
provided with emergency relief 
food packages to survive the 
monsoon season.

For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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Remembering...

At 11am on 11 November 
(as is the annual custom), 
people all over the world 

will stop to remember those who 
have lost their lives in the midst of 
conflict. Sheila Norris serves as a 
mission partner in Nagasaki. She 
sends the following reflection:

In Japan, the TV news reminds 
us on the eleventh of every 
month exactly how many years 
and months it is since the 2011 
tsunami and nuclear reactor 
disasters.

Japan values remembering and 
acts of remembrance. In Nagasaki 
and Hiroshima, this remembering 

is related to the horrors of the 
atomic bombings, but always 
with the hope that by hearing the 
stories of the past we can learn 
to avoid repeating the tragedies of 
war.  It was, then, appropriate that 
when the IAMSCU (International 
Association of Methodist Schools, 
Colleges and Universities) 
conference took place in 
Hiroshima in May, there was a 
focus on learning about events 
there.  There was the opportunity 
to hear from a survivor about 
her experiences, and to visit the 
main commemorative sites with 
explanation provided by Hiroshima 
Jo Gakuin high school students.  
Such input served as a stimulus 

for thinking about the role of the 
Methodist educational institutions 
worldwide as agents of peace and 
nurturers of future peacemakers, 
as well as challenging each of 
the participants personally to 
remember the tragedies of the 
past and work for peace.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

A heartfelt cry for democracy

Howard Mellor, a mission 
partner in Hong Kong, 
writes about the recent 

demonstrations:

“On 1 October, China celebrated 
65 years of the Communist 
regime. Over the last three years 
there has been a sense that 
a moment would come when 
the resolve of the people for 
democracy would be tested. 
This is that moment and ‘Hong 
Kongers’ are not going to give way 
easily.

“There have been significant 
numbers of people protesting 
about the way the Beijing 

Government is interpreting 
universal suffrage in Hong Kong. 
The long awaited promise of one 
person one vote in elections has 
been given for the election of the 
Chief Executive in 2017. However, 
the choice of candidates has been 
limited to 2 or 3, all of which have 
to be vetted by a panel of 1,200 
people which is heavily weighted 
in favour of pro-Beijing factions. 
Consequently people here see this 
as no real choice at all.

“The Methodist Church here, led 
by its President Revd Tin-Yau Yuen, 
has called for the government to 
keep calm and not to abuse force. 
The Tiananmen Square incident 

is still fresh in memories. The 
Chinese Methodist Church in Wan 
Chai is also a hub of activity with 
people bringing hundreds of items 
in support of the protestors.”

Since this was written, there have 
been further clashes between 
police and protestors.  The 
Chinese Methodists have called 
for regular prayer.

http://www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

Members of AMIPASTOR (see 
story on Page 1), inside the 
solar drying room in which the 
harvested coffee beans are dried.

Please pray for all those 
affected by the Ebola virus, 
especially in Sierra Leone, 
Liberia and Guinea. Pray 
for wisdom for international 
leaders in managing the 
outbreak, and that it ceases to 
spread. 

Pray for all those who have 
been affected by the floods 
across India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Nepal as they 
attempt to rebuild their lives. 

Remember the families of 
those who lost their lives in the 
2011 tsunami and the nuclear 
reactor disasters in Japan, 
and for those who are still in 
temporary housing. 

Pray for the families in Peru; 
for the success of their coffee 
growers association and for 
those in similar situations who 
work very hard to support their 
families.

Pray with us for Hong Kong; 
for wisdom for those who have 
responsibility for governance, and 
that the people of Hong Kong 
may share their views peacefully.

Pray for Hugo Torredefló and his 
work with the Methodist Church 
in Argentina. Pray also for the 
many churches around the 
world, whom we may never hear 
from but who labour for their 
community and for the kingdom 
of God. 

PRAYER POINTS
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