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“In this manner you 
shall eat it: with your 

belt fastened, your 
sandals on your feet, 
and your staff in your 

hand. And you shall 
eat it in haste. It is the 

LORD’s Passover.’”
Exodus 12:11 (ESV)
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Partnership Coordinator Roy Crowder 
and Team Leader David Friswell 
recently attended a festival marking 

125 years of Methodism in Russia and 
Eurasia. 

“The Russian Federation covers an area 
289 times the size of the UK,” says David. 
“During this short visit, it was impossible 
to build an overall picture of the whole 
country or its churches. However, the 
people we met and the places we visited 
gave both an impression of still being tied 
into an old, tired regime and yet had a real 
vision for all that the future may hold.” 

During their visit, Roy and David attended 
services which featured various worship 
bands and local pastors. The festival 
ended with a tree planting ceremony. 

 “I came home from this visit both fired 

up and somewhat saddened,” says David. 
“Fired up because it had been a time of 
personal renewal and revitalisation as 
I experienced a church that was alive, 
enthusiastic and committed to sharing 
the love of Christ in ways that were very 
much appropriate to the culture and 
circumstances in which it exists. And 
saddened because these were not the 
signs of life and hope that I find in our 
church here in Britain. I appreciate it is 
easy to make sweeping statements and 
take experiences out of context but I do 
feel we have much to learn when it comes 
to being a confident church that is clear 
of its purpose, can relate well across the 
age ranges and brings life and hope into 
its work.”

To read the full visit report, please visit 
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-
church/europe/europe-visit-reports.
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From Russia with love

David Friswell plays table tennis with 
‘Jesus’ during his trip to Russia.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/europe/europe-visit-reports
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/europe/europe-visit-reports
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Zambia’s year of jubilee

Bunmi Olayisade, Partnership 
Coordinator for Africa, recently 

visited Zambia with the Methodist 
Vice-President Gill Dascombe. 

In 2015, both the United Church 
of Zambia (UCZ) and the Zambian 
state will celebrate their golden 
jubilees; 50 years of political 
freedom and of spreading the 
Good News. Other than preaching 
the gospel, UCZ is deeply involved 
in the work of social ministry, 
concerned with the physical, 
social and spiritual wellbeing of all 
Zambians. However, there is still 
much to be done.

One of the places Bunmi and 
Gill visited while in Zambia was 
Kafue Health Centre, a rural 
primary health care unit located 
about 60 km from Lusaka. 
Kafue Health Centre serves a 
population of 250,000 living within 
a 55 kilometre radius. Most of 
the patients arrive on foot and 
the other closest clinic is 10 
kilometres away.

While there, they visited the 
neonatal clinic and saw the urgent 
need for an oxygen unit to help 
reduce deaths. While primary 
healthcare in Zambia is free, this 

makes it challenging to raise funds 
to purchase important equipment. 
Thanks to the donors of the world 
Mission Fund, a grant has since 
been agreed towards the purchase 
of this oxygen unit.
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“As far away as you can get…” 

Last month, we shared news 
of Partnership Coordinator 

Steve Pearce’s recent visit to 
Papua New Guinea. This month, 
we share news about his visit 
to Samoa, where the Methodist 
Church celebrated 50 years as an 
autonomous conference. 

“The journey to Samoa included 
27 hours flying time,” Steve 
writes. “It really is as far away 
from Britain as you can get; 
nevertheless it is always worth 
the effort. The Ekalesia Metotisi i 
Samoa was hugely grateful to have 
representation from Britain and 
Wesleyan theology and tradition 
were much in evidence through the 
four days of celebration. Each of 
the other Methodists who played 
major roles in the development of 
the Church in Samoa (Australia, 

Fiji and Tonga) were also 
represented, as were the families 
of some significant missionaries.

Sunday saw the largest and 
newest Methodist church (two 
years old) filled by choirs and 
clergy as thousands of members 
gathered, dressed in white as 
is usual on a Sunday. This was 
followed by a formal lunch. Each 
of the many tables had a roast 
suckling pig, lobster, fish, etc. as 
tradition requires. 

“The opening ceremony of the 
fiftieth anniversary celebrations 
took place in the church grounds, 
beginning with a very elaborate 
traditional cava ceremony, warriors 
with axes patrolling the boundary 
of the ceremonial area, and a 
talking chief taking centre stage 

as always, with his staff and fly 
whisk. This was followed with 
presentations by choirs from most 
of the Church’s 15 synods. Singing 
in the Pacific is a wonderful 
sound which, once heard, is never 
forgotten!”

For more information, 
please contact Steve 
Pearce, partnership 

coordinator for Asia and the 
Pacific, at wcr.asiapacific@

methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information 
please contact Olubunmi 
Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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The third United Nations 
Conference on Small Island 

Developing States took place in 
Apia, the capital of Samoa, from 
1-4 September.

On the last day of the conference, 
a group of representatives 
from the UN, the World Council 
of Churches and the Pacific 
Conference of Churches (PCC) 
gathered by the sea shore to offer 
hymns and prayers of solidarity 
with people affected by rising sea 
levels. 

The Revd Ma’auga Motu, general 
secretary of the Samoan Council 
of Churches, opened the meeting 
with a prayer and led the group in 

the traditional Samoan hymn of 
thanksgiving, Fa’afetai. Then Peter 
Emberson (the PCC’s stewardship 
animator) presented a germinating 
coconut – a symbol of hope 
and resilience – to Christiana 
Figueres (executive secretary of 
the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change) and former UN 
Ambassador Dessima Williams. 
Ms Figueres and Ms Williams then 
took the coconut and threw it into 
the sea. The gathering ended with 
the singing of a Pacific favourite, 
the hymn Let all the islands rise 
and sing. 

Dessima Williams said afterwards, 
“These very moving prayers of 
solidarity should take place during 

all UN meetings as they directly 
connect us to those already 
affected by climate change.” Peter 
Emberson added: “This ceremony 
should help us better discern 
how we as leaders can work 
together to commit to and urgently 
undertake what needs to be done. 
I hope others will do the same in 
similar meetings in the lead up to 
the Paris climate talks next year.”
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For more information, 
please contact Steve 
Pearce, partnership 

coordinator for Asia and the 
Pacific, at wcr.asiapacific@

methodistchurch.org.uk

Prayers of 
solidarity 
by the sea

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

Giving hope to school children

NMA postholder Hazel Moses-
Walrond is a lay worker at the 

Hope Community Development 
Programme in Guyana.

The programme targets young 
people in the Werk-en-Rust area, 
aged between 11 and 20. It aims 
to improve the language and 
mathematical competence of low 
achievers, vulnerable youth and 
others who have expressed a 
desire to upgrade or develop their 
skills and talents. 

The programme has been able 
to attract a small but consistent 
number of participants to 
after- school classes in 
English Language, Reading, 
Mathematics, Music and Drama. 

There are seven secondary 
students and three primary 
students. The classes begin 
and end in prayer, and students 
are invited to lead prayers at 
some sessions. Bible stories are 
also discussed. The students 
also have scrapbooks in which 
their essays, poems and other 
creative work are placed. 

In addition to Hazel (who mainly 
teaches English Language to 
secondary students), three 
volunteers support the programme 
by teaching English Language and 
Reading, Drama and Music.

One challenge they face is getting 
participants to embrace the 
programme and access what it 
has to offer. Some parents are 
more interested in ‘bread and 
butter’ issues that provide more 
immediate relief.

New Russian church opens

The United Methodist Church in 
Eurasia has recently opened a 

new church in Kurgan, Russia. 

They write: “The major difficulties 
for the Church in Kurgan are 
prejudices of people about our 
church. We are not a traditional 
church in Russia; we are minorities 
that people call ‘sects’. People 
know little about Christianity and 
they are very scared with rumours 
about sects etc. they don’t come 
to Sunday services. We are forced 
to conquer their hearts with God’s 

love, patiently pray for changes 
in their lives, doing a lot of 
prevention and social work. When 
our recourses are limited, we rely 
only on God.” 

Ivanova, one of their parishioners, 
gave this testimony:  
“I came to the worship service in 
the Methodist church for the first 
time, hoping to learn how to pray – 
and in prayer to find support after 
the death of my husband and son. 
I had lost the reason to live. My 
last hope was that God would help 

me. Prayers, hymns, kindness and 
the willingness of all the members 
of our church to help each other 
helped me to recover and find 
inward peace. I gained hope and 
confidence in my faith. Every day 
I pray to God, who listenes to us 
and strengthens us to overcome 
all our worries, problems and 
troubles.”

For more information please contact Olubunmi Olayisade  
at wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information please 
contact Roy Crowder at  

wcr.europe@ 
methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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When in Rome...

The Revd Dr Tim Macquiban and 
his wife Angela recently moved 

to Rome to serve as mission 
partners. 

Tim writes: “Friends, Romans, 
and countrymen (and women). 
We greet you from the top floor of 
my study overlooking the Ponte 
Sant‘Angelo with the sounds of 
passing traffic, vendors, musicians 
strumming in the evenings, and 
the gentle hum of planes. 

“The move went smoothly. We 
arrived one day and Piero our cat 
the next. We’ve had a very good 
welcome from the local church 
(those that have not been away 

for the summer) with about 60 
at each of the services so far, 
including some visitors from 
around the world – folk from the 
Americas, other parts of Europe 
and the rest of the world. The 
world is indeed our parish, as the 
church publicity proclaims proudly. 

“Sunday’s readings featured the 
story of Abraham setting off for 
goodness knows where at the ripe 
old age of 75 only trusting in God 
for what lay ahead. We feel like 
that. We miss Cambridge and our 
friends in the UK in so many ways. 
But we are challenged to move 
on and have new experiences 
of working for God in new and 

challenging ways. So we thank him 
for all that is past and trust him 
for all that is to come.”

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

The ‘Four Lions’

In January 2015, ‘the Four Lions’ 
are heading to Rwanda. 

No, they’re not a football team. 
They are, in fact, our newest 
mission partners: Mattia and 
Elena Leoni and their two sons. 
This Italian family (whose surname 
translates into English as “Lion”) 
have just moved from Cork to 
All Nations Christian College in 
Hertfordshire, in preparation for 
their initial three-year term in 
Kigali. 

In response to a request from 
the local Methodist Bishop in 

Rwanda, while there Mattia will 
be teaching English to Church 
leaders and teachers and Elena, 
a physiotherapist, will be putting 
her skills to use at a special 
needs school with over 50 people 
suffering from mental and/or 

physical disabilities, which the 
Methodist Church in Rwanda 
manages. This young family is very 
much looking forward to the future, 
and fulfilling their calling to serve.

If you feel called to serve in cross-
cultural overseas mission, we are 
looking for people who have a 
vision for mission and are willing 
to serve under local leadership. If 
you think this might be you then 
please look on our website for 
more information. 

For more information please 
contact Roy Crowder at  

wcr.europe@ 
methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information please 
contact Olubunmi Olayisade  

at wcr.africa@ 
methodistchurch.org.uk

http://www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news
mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

We thank God for the United 
Methodist Church in Russia and 
Eurasia as it celebrates its 125 
anniversary, and pray for the 
Church and the Church leaders 
as they go through this period of 
change.

We pray for the Leoni Family as 
they prepare to go to Rwanda 
as missionaries. We ask God 
to be with them throughout 
their preparations and as they 
settle in.

We thank God that mission 
partner Tim Macquiban and his 
wife are settling well in Rome. 
We ask God to guide them in the 
year to come. 

We pray for the leaders 
and the people of Zambia, 
remembering the neonatal 
clinic at Kafue Health Centre. 
We especially give thanks for 
the new oxygen unit they are 
to receive. 

We pray for Post-Holder Hazel 
Moses-Walrond and the Hope 
Community Development 
Project in Guyana. We ask that 
more parents and participants 
embrace the programme.

We thank God for the vibrancy 
of the Methodist Church in 
Samoa.

PRAYER POINTS

In China today, many young and middle-aged men from rural areas work in 

urban areas – leaving women, children and elderly people behind in their 

home villages. The World Mission Fund has given the Amity Foundation a 

grant to help women left behind in this way. This picture was taken at a 

group meeting of a women’s association in Yunnan Province.

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/

